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.INTRODUCTION

Allah Almighty says in His Holy Book: "The most beautiful
names belong to Allah: so call on Him by them; but shun such men as
use profanity in His names: for what they do, they will soon be
requited." (Al-A'raf 180) He further says: "Say: Call upon Allah, or
call upon Rahman: by whatever name ye call upon Him, (it is well):
for to Him belong the Most Beautiful Names." (Al-Isra 110) He also
says: "Allah! There is no god but He! To Him belong the Most
Beautiful Names." (Ta Ha 8)
It is narrated by Al-Bukhari, At-Tirmidhi and others on the authority
of Abu Hurairah that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace
be upon him" said: "Allah Almighty has ninety-nine Names, and
whoever keeps (and acts upon) them will be admitted to the Garden."
However, Allah Almighty orders His servants in general, and the
faithful believers among them in particular, to invoke Him, by His
Names, and celebrate His Praises by His Characteristics, as shown
clearly in His saying: "O ye who believe! Celebrate the praises of
Allah, and do so often; And glorify Him morning and evening." (AlAhzab 41:42) He further says in this issue: "And do thou celebrate
(the Praises of) thy Lord in thy (very) soul, with humility and in
reverence, without loudness in words, in the mornings and evenings;
and be not thou of those who are heedless." (Al-A'raf 205) He says
too: "And celebrate the name of thy Lord and devote thyself to Him
whole-heartedly." (Al-Muzzammil 8)
On the other hand, Allah's Most Beautiful Names are too numerous
and countless to be within the limit of any kind of human calculation:
they are not restricted to those mentioned in Allah's Book, or on the
tongue of His Messenger "Peace be upon him". There are Names, which
none of the creatures knows at all, and others, which He has inspired to
such of the nearest among His servants as He pleases.
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This fact is confirmed by the narration of Ahmad and others on the
authority of Abdullah Ibn Mas'ud that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" said: "There is no one suffering from a
distress or a grief and he says: "O Allah! I'm Your servant, son of Your
male servant and Your female servant, my affair is in Your Hand, (it is You)
Who are decisive in Your Judgements, and just in Your Decrees: I ask You
by every Name You have, with which You call Yourself, or inspire to
anyone of Your creatures, or reveal in Your Book, or Keep with you among
the unseen (things), to make the Qur'an a spring for my heart, a light for my
breast, and a cure for my grief and a (cause of the) removal of my distress'',
but that Allah Almighty will remove his distress and grief, and replace them
with delight." It was said: "O Messenger of Allah! Should we not learn
these?" he said: "Nay, everyone who hears these should learn them."
Here, we are going, Allah Willing, to do our best to deal with those
Names mentioned in the Holy Qur'an, and on the tongue of the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" in many
Prophetic traditions, depending upon both, as much as is within our
capacity, and giving priority, as possible as we could, to them as main
sources in explaining them, in addition to the sayings of the earlier
companions of the Prophet, and their successors, who followed their
steps, and copied their conduct.
Our method relies on three points: first, we deal with the linguistic
concept of the Name, from the different contexts in which it occurs in the
Qur' an, in addition to the commentaries of the linguists in their dictionaries.
The analysis of the various texts results in shedding light upon the different
sides and aspects of the meaning of the Name. it goes without saying that
the statements of the scholars, even though non-linguists, is significant in
highlighting what the linguists themselves fail to say.
Second, we are concerned with putting an answer to the following
question: How does man acquire the good manners and etiquette related
to that Name? of a surety, it is fitting for man to do his best to get such
characteristics as mercy, kindness, compassion, generosity, knowledge,
etc. but there are others, such as Irresistibility, Supremacy, Highness,
Loftiness etc, that are not fitting but for Allah Almighty Alone; and it is
not convenient to the nature of mankind to get any of them, even though
many try falsely to claim all or some of them for themselves. In some
cases, Allah Almighty makes it easy for them to have such a claim, by
way of putting them to trial, as shown in providing them with wealth,
property, power of authority, etc, with the help of which they give
themselves superiority over others.
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The important point here is: how does man acquire the good manners
related to the characteristics that are fitting for him to have, and at the
same time, try, as much as is within his capacity, to refrain from
claiming for himself what is not fitting for him to claim?

If man succeeds to do this equation, he will then have what might be
described as symmetry of good manners which will have their positive
effect on his conduct during his lifetime in this world, and also on his
final destination in the hereafter.
No doubt, all the Messengers and Prophets sent by Allah to convey His
Messages to their peoples were endowed with the best manners, on the top
of whom stands Muhammad, the Seal of all the Prophets and Messengers,
the chief of mankind entirely "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him".
This is because they were chosen by Allah Almighty to be the most fitting
for the best of Missions; and this is to explain their Sanctity and Holiness,
which some wicked people try to touch with harm and evil.
Then, they are followed by Allah's devotees from amongst the
followers of the Prophets and Messengers, for whom the best things
of both the world and the hereafter are combined. They are followed
by the next to them of righteousness and piety.
The third step in this method is to mention the way of celebrating the
Praises of Allah Almighty in the shade of His Most Beautiful Names.
Indeed, each Name has its specific secrets and mysteries which make the
supplication in which it is mentioned more ready to be responded to by
Allah Almighty. Some of those supplications mentioned here are taken
frqm the Holy Qur'an, some transmitted from the Messenger of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him", and many from the righteous
and pious among men. There are also some supplications used by
different Prophets, with the help of which they were delivered by Allah
from whatever difficulties and distresses to which they were put by way
of trial; and those are mentioned in the Holy Qur' an.
I ask Allah Almighty to make this work a source of benefit for its
readers, and to add the reward thereof to the scale of my good deeds: it is
from Him that help should be sought; and in Him one should put his trust
in all of his matters.

mo'1a111111ad mahdi .lll-Sllan/
&aim - 2oo6

ALLAH ALMIGHTY

According to some learnt men, "Allah" is the Greatest and the Most
Magnificent Name, unique to the Holy God, the Cherisher and Sustainer
of all the worlds, the Lord of All beings; and it includes all the Divine
Characteristics and Qualities: "Allah! There is no god but He, the
Living, the Self-subsisting, Eternal. No slumber can seize Him nor sleep.
His are all things in the heavens and on eatth." (Al-Baqarah 255)
He is the Only Causer of existence, and the Only One to deserve the
characteristic of being the Real and Eternal Existent, Who Alone will
everlastingly and eternally survive after all of His creatures will perish,
as confirmed in His saying: "All that is on earth will perish: But will
abide (forever) the Face of thy Lord, Full of Majesty, Bounty and
Honour." (Ar-Rahman 26:27)
He Almighty has given Himself this Name "Allah" as is shown in
many occasions in the Qur' an, affirming the fact that there is no god to
be worshipped but He: "Verily, I am Allah: there is no god but I: so
serve thou Me (only), and establish regular prayer for celebrating My
praise." (Ta Ha 14) "O Moses! Verily I am Allah, the Lord of the
Worlds ...." (Al-Qasas 30) "O Moses! Verily, I am Allah, the Exalted in
Might, the Wise!. .. " (An-Nam! 9)
Consider here the context in which the Name of "Allah" is
mentioned in the correct narration of Muslim on the authority of Thabit
from Anas: We were prevented to ask The Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" any questions (in case there was no
necessity). So, we used to be pleased whenever an intelligent person
from the Bedouins (i.e. dwellers of the desert) came and asked him (The
Prophet), and we were to listen to that.
A man from the desert dwellers came (to The Prophet) and said:
"O Muhammad! Your representative came to us and informed us that
you have been sent by Allah (as a Messenger)." He (The Prophet)
commented: "He told the truth." He (the Bedouin) said: "Who did
create the heaven?" He (The Prophet) said: "Allah." He (the Bedouin)
asked: "Who did create the earth?" He (The Prophet) said: "Allah."
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He (the Bedouin) asked: "Who did set up these mountains, and create
in them whatever is created?" He (The Prophet) said: "Allah." He (the
Bedouin) said: "By Him Who created the heaven and created the
earth and set up mountains, has Allah (really) sent you?" He (The
Prophet) said: "Yes."
To be sure, this Great Name "Allah" occurs over two thousand and
seven hundred times in the Holy Qur'an, with which many Holy Verses
start. Take, for instance, Allah's saying: "Allah! There is no god but
He, the Living, the Self-subsisting, Eternal. No slumber can seize Him
nor sleep. His are all things in the heavens and on earth." (Al-Baqarah
255) "Allah! There is no god but He, the Living, the Self-subsisting,
Eternal." (Al Imran 2) "Allah! there is no god but He: of a surety He
will gather you together against the Day of Judgment, about which
there is no doubt. And whose word can be truer than Allah's?" (AnNisa 87) "Allah! - there is no god but He! - Lord of the Throne
supreme!" (An-Naml 26) "Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is
the Guardian and Disposer of all affairs." (Az-Zumar 62)
It is true that the learnt men and religious scholars unanimously agree
that "Allah" is the Greatest and the Most Magnificent of God's Names,
they differ as to the original word from which it is derived:
From the linguistic point of view, some say it is an original and not
derivative, at which they stop, since it is not known but through Divine
Inspiration to the Prophets and Messengers. They, indeed, depend upon
their understanding of Allah's saying: "knowest thou of any who is
worthy of the same Name as He?" (Maryam 65) according to lbn Ata: do
you, 0 man, know anyone having such a Name other than Allah
Almighty? Do you, 0 man, know anyone being worthy of such
perfection, excellence and completeness of characteristics and names
other than Allah Almighty? Do you, 0 man, know any name, better and
much greater, than such Magnificent Name as given to Allah Almighty?
It is not derivative of any word, nor is it unique but to Him, the Lord,
Cherisher and Sustainer of all the worlds, to Whom do belong the Most
Beautiful Names and Characteristics.
Of a surety, it is a single Name, solely unique to the Lord, which He
Almighty has assigned to Himself, and placed at the head of all of His
Names, to which they all are attributed, in such a way that they come to
be characteristics and descriptions related to it; and those names are
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known as the Names of Allah, and they take their definition by being
attributed to such Great and Magnificent Name "Allah".
On the other hand, one's faith will not be admitted, and he will not
become really a Muslim unless he includes that Name in his testification
that "There is no god to be worshipped but Allah." The Name "Allah"
here could, by no means, be replaced with any other such as "the
Forgiver'', "the Bestower'', "the Most Gracious", or "the Most Merciful".
It is remarkable that the Name "Allah" is not in need of any article of
definition, for it is, in itself, much more indicative of all the Divine
meanings, too famous and renown to be defined with the help of any of
the other Names, though all of them are always defined by being
attributed to it.
Other linguists go as far as to say that it is derived from "Uluhah" or
"Uluhiyyah" (Godhead, for which He should be worshipped and served
in derogation of others); and many adopt the opinion that it is derived
from the root "Alaha" (to amaze), since all minds are to put to confusion
and astonishment once they try to understand the essential nature of Him
Almighty.
According to Lisan Al-Arab of lbn Manzhur, ''The word "Allah" is
derived from Ilah, i.e. the God that is to be served, apart from others."
He quotes Allah's saying: "nor is there any god along with Him: (if there
were many gods), behold, each god would have taken away what he had
created, and some would have Lorded it over others! Glory to Allah! (He
is free) from the things they attribute to Him!" (Al-Mu'minun 91)
None could be regarded as a God that is to be served unless He is the
Creator of these that worship Him, Who Bestows His Favours and
Graces upon them, provides them with sustenance, disposes of all of
their affairs, and has full power and control over all of them; and in the
absence of all or some of those conditions, such could, by no means, be
considered as real god, even though it is served by many people, for in
this case, they are pagans, who serve no more than one of Allah's
creatures, which has no right nor claim to be served by any.
According to lbn Ata, the Name "Allah" is derived from "Walah" (to
show respect, reverence and glory), which carries the meaning of awe, in
addition to being derived from such roots as "Laha" expressive of
lordship, superiority, supremacy and veiling:
As to the "Walah", it means that it is only God, to Whom one should
turn his face once he is in need, or has fear of something, and Whose
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Bounty one hopes for, and of Whose Justice and Fairness one should be
certainly sure. The Name "Allah" in this way places in the heart of the
one who utters it the highest degree of admiration and regard in general,
and in both states of pleasure and grief in particular.
In the state of grief and sadness, it causes one to show reverence,
accompanied by a great surprise; and in the state of pleasure, it causes
one to come much nearer to Him, which leads to more delight and
happiness. For this reason, it is said that whoever knows his Lord as He
should be known, and has just estimate of Him, will soon turn to Him
wholeheartedly and sincerely in service, supplication, and invocation,
and, at the same time, will leave anything besides Him: he also will give
priority and preference to getting Allah's Good Pleasure over his own
lusts and desires.
Concerning its being derived from "Laba" i.e. to veil, it refers
to the fact that He Almighty has veiled Himself, and veiled the sights
of His creatures from seeing Him in the world. But one's being
prevented from seeing his Lord should not lead him to be heedless of
observing Him in all of his acts, deeds and words: on the contrary, if
one really could not see Allah Almighty, he should put in mind that
Allah Almighty watches him, and sees all what he does. For this
reason, if one succeeds to know Allah as He should be really known,
he will observe Him in all of his deeds and words, and reckon himself
before intending to do anything.
According to some religious scholars and learnt men, "Allah" is the
Greatest of God's Names, for it is solely unique to Him, with no one to
join Him in it, and all the other Names are to be attributed to it. In this
way, this Name "Allah" includes all the characteristics and qualities
implied in all the other Names of the Lord, although every Name is
restricted to the ce11ain characteristic related to it.
Take, for example, such Names as "Al-Khaliq" (the Creator), "AlWahhab" (the Grantor of bounties), "Ar-Razzaq" (the Bestower of
sustenance), "Ar-Raheem" (the Most Merciful), "Ar-Rahma n" (the Most
Gracious), "As-Salam" (the Source of Peace and Perfection), etc.
everyone of those Names is exclusive to the very meaning, description
and quality related to it, in comparison with the Name "Allah", whose
significance is limitless and immeasurable.
It is true that all of the Names of God are magnificent and great,
"Allah" in particular, has of such precise secrets and meanings as none
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else ever has. It is perfectly complete in both wording and meaning. If
you call Allah Almighty by any of His Names, such as the Most
Merciful, the Most Gracious, the Forgiver, Who forgives sins and
mistakes again and again, the Exalted in Might, the Source of Peace and
Security, Who has full control over all things in the heavens and the
earth, and what is between them, the Irresistible, the Almighty, the Full
of Majesty, the Exalted in Glory, the Praiseworthy, etc, you then will
have described Him with the characteristics implied in each solely. But if
you call Him by His Name "Allah", then, you will have described Him
Almighty with all of His Characteristics and qualities implied in all of
His Names.
It is mentioned by Ibn Ata. relating from some learnt men, that
Allah's Most Beautiful Names are as much as one thousand; and they are
revealed in the Divine Scriptures as follows: three hundred of them in
the Torah, three hundred in the Gospel, three hundred in the Psalms, one
in the Books of Abraham, and ninety-nine in the Qur'an. The meanings
and significances of all of those names are gathered and included in the
ninety-nine Ones mentioned in the Qur' an.
All of those are in the end attributed to the Name "Allah", which thus
comes to be, from amongst all the Names of God, the most prevalent
across the different generations and peoples in the different parts and
sides of the world: "If indeed thou ask them who it is that created the
heavens and the earth, they would be sure to say: "Allah." ... Say:
"Sufficient is Allah for me! in Him trust those who put their trust." (AzZumar 38)
This Name "Allah". has the characteri stic of being uttered by
almost everyone, intentiona lly or unintentio nally, once he starts to do
anything, is surprised by anything, is put to confusion because of
anything, or is put to trial as a result of anything. Allah Almighty
begins His Holy Book of Qur'an with: "In the Name of Allah", which
one should say once he intends to do or say anything.
It is relevant here to mention the correct narration, in which the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" tells, that
Allah Almighty says about Himself: "Verily, I'm Allah: there is no god
(to be worshipped) but I: the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful: My
Mercy overpowers My Wrath."
However, since Allah Almighty created mankind, into whom He
breathed out of His Spirit, and upon whom He enjoined to carry the trust,
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He Almighty assigned a portion of every Good Characteristic belonging
to Him to be distributed among all the people in the world. This portion,
no matter great it might seem in the sight of the people, is, in no way,
comparable with what He Almighty has kept for Himself. Take, for
example, the characteristic of mercy and kindness: it is well-known that
when Allah Almighty created mercy, He divided it into one hundred
portions, of which He kept ninety-nine portions for Himself, and He
assigned the remaining portion among all the people in the world; and it
is with this portion that people ~how mercy and kindness towards one
another. But, as we mentioned earlier, from amongst those
Characteristics, there are some fitting for man to seek to acquire, such as
mercy, kindness, compassion, generosity, etc; and there are some, fitting
only for Allah Almighty, and it is not within the power of man to get
them, such as Irresistibility, Godhead, Supremacy, Loftiness, Highness,
etc, which Allah Almighty leaves, and sometimes makes it easy, by way
of trial, for many of His servants to claim for themselves, and thus they
try to give themselves superiority and priority over others, even though
their claim is false. Had the people known this fact, and acted upon it,
i.e. had everyone of them done his best in an attempt to imitate in his
conduct of life the manners and behaviours implied in those good
characteristics, within the limits of the portion thereof assigned by Him
to mankind, and according to what is fitting for him, there would have
been no evil on the surface of the earth.
The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
calls the Muslims to adopt in their conduct the good characteristics and
qualities belonging to Allah Almighty, as being referred to by His Most
Beautiful Names, barring the Name of "Allah". It is narrated that he said
in this issue: "Indeed, Allah Almighty has one hundred characteristics
(implied in His Most Beautiful Names): whoever (does his best to) stick
(at least) to one of them, will be admitted to the Garden."
There is no harm on one if he tries to adopt any of Allah's Good
Characteristics, even though they are Names belonging to Allah
Almighty, such as forbearance, patience, tolerance, mercy, kindness,
generosity, bounty, etc. everyone should do so as much as is within his
capacity, and more fitting for his nature and disposition with which
Allah Almighty has created him.
One should do his best to subjugate himself to be accustomed to such
characteristics, in all of his practices and behaviours. It is true that all of
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those characteristics are perfect and complete when they are attributed to
Allah, but each of them is incomplete when it is added to mankind; and
this is, as we said earlier, because it is no more than a single portion (of
one hundred portions) of every good characteristic belonging to Allah
that He Almighty has assigned to mankind, out of His Kindness,
Generosity and Bounty towards His servants.
Thus, in no way can there be any kind of similarity between the
behaviour of the Creator and His creatures as far as a certain
characteristic is concerned. Allah's Characteristics are, just like
Himself, eternal, everlasting, and never-ending; and man's
characteristics are, like himself, temporary, changeable and
perishable: they occur just when he comes to life, and expire at the
very moment he dies.
The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him", in
his call upon mankind to adopt the good characteristics implied in the
Most Beautiful Names of Allah Almighty, in all of their manners and
behaviours, seeks to have the human soul achieve proximity of
perfection and promotion of completeness, in such a way as to be more
fitting for Allah's Vicegerency on the earth.
According to some learnt men, this might be done to the best by three
things: to become more acquainted with the religious knowledge, more
willing to fear Allah, safeguard oneself from His Punishment, and ward
off evil; to set oneself free, as much as he could, from the bondsmen of
lusts and desires; and to purify oneself, i.e. to adopt the characteristics
and qualities belonging to Allah Almighty in all of one's affairs,
manners and conduct of life.
If one does all of that to the full and the best, he will be admitted to
the highest station of approaching perfection of the Divine
Characteristics, free from the incompleteness and deficiency resulting
from human brutality, for he will come much closer to the angels in their
conduct.
It is worthy mentioning here to come closer to the concept of the
correct narration in which the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" says: "Indeed, Allah Almighty has ninety-nine
Names: whoever keeps (and acts upon) them will be admitted to the
Garden." What is the significance of keeping and acting upon them
intended here?
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The people are of different types as to dealing with this question:
some of them have full faith in Allah's Most Beautiful Names, in word
and deed; some keep count of them, and try to adopt the good
characteristics implied in them in all of their affairs of life; and some
keep mentioning them, and have knowledge of their essence, nature and
meaning, trying also to adopt the good characteristics related to them in
their conduct and behaviours.
All of those three types are promised to be admitted to the Garden,
which is of different degrees; and everyone will receive the very degree
fitting for the earnings of his deeds: it is narrated that the Messenger of
Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "Indeed, The
Garden has one hundred degrees, between each two of which, there is (a
distance as long as the distance) between the heaven and the earth, which
Allah Almighty has prepared for those who strive their utmost in His
Cause."
Thus, whoever admits the Most Beautiful Names of Allah, and keeps
mentioning them, is really a Muslim, who will get a reward for that; and
whoever has knowledge of them, and makes others acquire knowledge of
them, is really a faithful believer, who will receive more reward; and
whoever knows their significance, is well-acquainted with their meaning,
acts upon them, and does his best to adopt the characteristics implied in
them in his conduct, is really a faithful believer endued with knowledge,
who will receive all tranquillity and security (from his Lord on the Day
ofJudgem ent).
·
As to the meanings on which Allah's Most Beautiful Names are
based, they are of four divisions, according to some religious scholars:
some point out His Holy, Glorious, Bounteous and Magnificent Self,
pertaining to the characteristics of His Eternal Existence, such as the
names of the Living, the Self-subsisting, Eternal, the Ever-Abiding, the
Ever-Surviving, and the like of that. Such are names of His Majesty.
The second division of those Names refers to the good characteristics
of His Majesty, such as the life, the full knowledge, the great power and
will, the hearing, the seeing. There are names pertaining to His Will in
particular, such as His being the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, the
Oft-Forgiving, the Full of Kindness, the Most Forbearing, the Most
Tolerant; and some pertaining to His Power, such as His being the
Almighty, the all-powerful, the One Who overcomes all things, the One
Who has power over all things.
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The third division refers to the characteristics of His Acts, such as His
being the Creator, the Originator of Creation, the Evolver, the Bestower
of shapes (in the wombs), the Granter of Graces, the Provider of
sustenance, the Disposer (of affairs), the Giver of Life, the One Who
causes (the living beings) to die, the One Who raises (some up in
position), and the One Who lowers (others down in degree), the One
Who enlarges (sustenance for some people), and the One Who restricts
(sustenance for others), the One Who gives power (to some people), and
the One Who puts (others) to humiliation, and the like of that.
The fourth division refers to the characteristic of His being deemed
far above any kind of deficiency or imperfection, according to which
both the Name and the One Whom it designates are regarded as one
thing, since they could be inseparable. This implies all the Names, which
affirm Allah's Perfection and Completeness, and at the same time,
removes from Him all kinds of defects. A mention might be made here,
for instance, of such Names as the Holy One, the Source of Peace (and
Perfection), the Guardian of Faith, the Preserver of Safety, the Exalted in
Might, Full of Majesty, the Sovereign, the Irresistible, the Supreme, and
the like of that.
Of a surety, the Name of "Allah" encompasses the meanings and
significances of all of those Names, which, in themselves, act as
explanatory and complementary to it. No matter numerous the Names of
Allah might be, He, Whom they designate is One, i.e. God, the Lord,
Cherisher and Sustainer of the worlds: they all act as characteristics and
attributes of Him.
It is out of Allah's Kindness and Bounty He has bestowed upon His
servants that He has guided them to have as much knowledge of this
Name "Allah" as is fitting for their accepting it, admitting its
significance, and submitting to the One Who has it. He also has made it
too easy for the tongues to utter, in order to proclaim it in secret and
public, at the times of difficulty and ease. With it, all matters become
easy, and all difficulties and obstacles are removed, all the needs are
fulfilled. With it, one should start once he intends to do or say anything.
Its meaning is too limitless and unbounded for both the heavens and the
earth to bear it, since it is beyond their capacity.
One of the characteristics of the Name "Allah" is that once it is
uttered, it soon takes hold of one's entire attention, and preoccupies
wholly his mind and heart; and this state is typical not only of the
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faithful believers and Muslims, but also the unbelievers and even the
pagans join them in it.
They all, for example, declare, undoubtedly, once they are asked
about their Creator, or the Bestowe r of their sustenance, that it is
"Allah" , as shown clearly in Allah's saying: "If thou ask them, Who
created them, they will certainly say, Allah: how then are they deluded
away (from the Truth)?" (Az-Zukhruf 87) "If indeed thou ask them who
it is that created the heavens and the earth, they would be sure to say:
"Allah." ... Say: "Sufficient is Allah for me! in Him trust those who put
their trust." (Az-Zumar 38)
It is noticeable that the Name "Allah" starts with the letter (A), the
first of the alphabet, not only of English, French, or Arabic, but of almost
all the languages known in the world. Its number is one in those
languages, which points out , of a surety, the matter of monotheism,
upon which the faith is based. As well as there is nothing to be prior to
one in numbers, there is nothing to be before Allah in existence.
Concern ing the superior ity of this Name, Allah invites His servants
so many times to celebrate His Praises, and call Him in remembrance, as
shown in His saying: "Then do ye remember Me; I will remember you.
Be grateful to Me and reject not Faith." (Al-Baqarah 152) He further
says: "O ye who believe! celebrate the praises of Allah, and do so often;
And glorify Him morning and evening." (Al-Ahzab 41:42)
The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
also calls the people to do so, when he says: "The distinctive ones (in the
matter of service) will have the priority (to the others)." The companions
asked: "O Messenger of Allah! Who are the distinctive Ones?" he said:
"They are those who celebrate (the Praises of) Allah so much often, be
they males or females." It is further narrated in a Holy Hadith that Allah
Himself says: "I'm present with him, who celebrates (the Praises of)
Me."
How then should one call Allah in rememb rance? It is to utter His
Name oft-repeatedly, by way of invocation and supplication. To be sure,
calling the Name of "Allah" in remembrance is one of the most
honourable and significant items of service, for the obligatory acts of
service have stately fixed times, at which they should be done, in
comparison with the celebration of Allah, which has no limit of time or
number: on the contrary, Allah Almighty calls His servants to remember
Him, and celebrate His Names so much often, and He praises those who
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do so, and for them He has prepared a forgiveness, and a great reward in
abundance. On the top of His Names, by which one should call Him in
remembrance stands the Name "Allah".
Allah Almighty instructs us how to celebrate Him, through
addressing His Messenger when He says to him: "Say: He is Allah: the
One and Only." Consider here the situation of the Name "Allah" in this
context, according to which, it functions as the basis, upon which all the
other Names and Characteristics are constructed.
Allah Almighty orders His Messenger, and consequently, the faithful
believers, to seek help from the celebration of Allah, in order to become
able to overpower whatever problems or sources of grief befall them. No
doubt, the celebration of Allah is a reason for guidance which cheers one
up, and a light, which always makes one feel at ease with any difficulty
or distress that might face him. With the help of it, Allah Almighty
provides one with the spiritual power enough for him to overcome
difficulties, and defeat disasters.
In this connection, it is narrated on the authority of Jabir that he said:
Once, we complained to the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" of the very scorching heat and swelter (of the sand
whenever we offered the Noon prayer), thereupon he said to us: "Seek
help from (your saying): "There is no Might, nor Power but with Allah
Almighty": no doubt, it removes seventy kinds of harm, the slightest of
which is distress."
It is out of the great significance the celebration of Allah has that it,
besides the prayers, forbids one to commit what is shameful and vile of
deeds and words, as shown in His saying: "Recite what is sent of the
Book by inspiration to thee, and establish regular Prayer: for Prayer
restrains from shameful and unjust deeds; and remembrance of Allah is
the greatest (thing in life) without doubt. And Allah knows the (deeds)
that ye do." (Al-Ankab~t 45)
The celebration of Allah by saying: "Allah is Greater" has so many
good merits: it is sufficient to say, out of its superiority, that Allah
Almighty has made it the start-up of the prayer, which is the fundament
of the religion, and whoever establishes it, has, indeed, established the
religion; and it is also the essential point of relation between man and his
Lord.
Furthermore, the context in which it comes in this Holy Verse reveals
that Allah's celebrating, Exalting, and Glorifying Himself is, by all
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means, much greater and far better than the people's. it is a well-known
fact that Celebrating God by the Name "Allah" is more significant than
by any of His other Names. The celebration of Allah in the prayer is,
indeed, greater than in any other state.
As to the superiority of Celebration (of the Praises of Allah), it is
too clear, well-known to mention. Allah Almighty says in this issue:
"Then do ye remember Me, I wi II remember you. Be grateful to Me, and
reject not Faith." (Al-Baqarah 152) It is narrated on the authority of
Sa'id Ibn Jubair: "Remember Me with (the praises indicative of) My
obedience, I would remember you with My forgiveness (or My mercy,
according to another narration)."
According to a correct Hadith, Allah Almighty says: "If he
remembers me in himself, I too, will remember him in myself. If he
remembers me in a group of people, I shall remember him in a better
group." It is narrated by the grand imam Ahmad on the authority of
Anas, and Al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu Hurairah: The Prophet
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "Allah says: "I am just as
my slave thinks of me. I am with him when He remembers me. If he
remembers me in himself, I too, will remember him in myself. If he
remembers me in a group of people, I shall remember him in a group of
angels, (or in a better group). If he comes a span nearer to Me, I will go a
cubit nearer to him. If he comes a cubit nearer to Me, I will come a
distance of two outstretched arms nearer to him. If he comes to me
walking, I will come to him running. ""
However, the celebration of Allah saves the servant from all kinds of
evil, distress, upgrades him in degree, makes him much closer to the
Presence of Allah, and purifies his heart in such a way as to remove from
it the veil of disobedience and the darkness of ignorance and error, and
replace that with the light (of the right guidance), with the help of which
he comes to see what his real eyes see not: "Truly it is not their eyes that
are blind, but their hearts which are in their breasts." (Al-Hajj 46)
It is narrated on the authority of Abu Ad-Darda that the Messenger of
Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "Should I n.ot tell
you of the best of your deeds, which raises you to the highest degree, and
the purest in the Sight of (Allah) your King, which is better for you than
to give both gold and silver (in charity), and much greater for you than to
meet your enemies (in war, in which) you strike their necks and they
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strike yours?" they said: "Yes, 0 Messenger of Allah." He said: "It is to
celebrate (the Praises of) Allah."
Therefore, whoever celebrates Allah sincerely, faithfully and
wholeheartedly, will be responded to: whoever remembers Allah by way
of invocation, will have his hope fulfilled, and his supplication
responded to, as shown in Allah's saying: "And your Lord says: "Call on
Me; I will answer your (Prayer)." (Ghafir 60)
Whoever celebrates Him by way of giving thanks, and showing
gratitude, will have increase from the Favours of Allah upon him, as He
says in confirmation to that: "And remember! your Lord caused to be
declared (publicly): "If ye are grateful, I will add more (favours) unto
you; but if ye show ingratitude, truly My punishment is terrible indeed.""
(Abraham 7)
If a disobedient one celebrates Him, by way of turning to Him in
repentance, He Almighty will accept his repentance; and if he
remembers him by way of asking for His Forgiveness, He will forgive
for him. If one in a state of grief and distress celebrates Him Almighty,
He will remove his distress, and release him from difficulty, and He will
further change it into ease and relief.
According to some learnt men, endued with the knowledge of secrets
of hearts, the celebration of Allah has five advantages for the servant:
first of all, it causes Allah Almighty to be well-pleased with him; he then
becomes more tender-hearted; Allah Almighty increases him in good; He
saves him from the (evil of) Satan; and finally, He protects him from
falling into mistakes and sins.
Furthermore, the celebration of Allah acts as a shield therewith one
is safeguarded against wrath, vengeance and retribution. According to
some men of knowledge, no distress nor disaster befalls those who
celebrate the Praises of Allah so much often. As well as offering
ablution for performing the prayer acts as a weapon for the faithful
believer, to protect him against committing evil, calling Allah in
remembrance also acts as a missile, though of stronger and sharper
blade, therewith to save the one who practices it from all of what is
harmful and evil.
It is also well-known that calling Allah in remembrance has an
additional characteristic: it reassures the hearts, gives security and
tranquillity to the souls, and makes one in a state of peace of mind, as
shown clearly by Allah's saying: "Those who believe, and whose hearts
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find satisfaction in the remembrance of Allah: for without doubt in the
remembrance of Allah do hearts find satisfaction." (Ar-Ra'd 28)
The celebration of Allah might be by tongue, i.e. to utter the Name of
Allah Almighty, and this is the way of the majority of people in general;
and it might be by heart, i.e. to call in remembrance the Name of Allah
in one's heart, and this is the way of celebration unique to the private
among the faithful believers. It further might be in one's soul, and this is
the way of those endued with knowledge: it is those, from whom the
Name of Allah never becomes absent even for a single moment, as short
as a twinkling of an eye.
However, the statement of fidelity and purity of faith "There is no
god (to be worshipped) but Allah Almighty" includes the Name of Allah.
It starts with the negation (of any other deities to be joined with Allah in
service), and ends with the affirmation (that God is One and Only, i.e.
Allah Almighty). It is the best statement a Muslim could ever utter, and
it is the only way, through which one enters into the field of Islam and
the light of faith.
In this connection, it is narrated that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" said: "(The statement) There is no god
(to be worshipped) but Allah" is the best statement I and all the Prophets
before me have ever said." It is mentioned that if this statement is placed
in one scale of the balance, and both the heavens and the earth with what
they contain in the other, it will overweigh them all at once.
It is, to the majority of people, a means of purifying their minds, and
cleansing their deeds: it is to affirm monotheism, i.e. there is only One
Allah, as well as it is to abrogate polytheism and atheism, i.e. there is no
other god to be joined with Allah Almighty. It is further, for the private
among the faithful believers, a cause of strengthening their faith, and
increasing the light of their certainty. It is the statement of piety, godfearing, with the help of which one has power to ward off evil, and
protect himself from the Punishment of Allah.
In confirmation to that, Allah Almighty says: "And your God is One
God: there is no god but He, Most Gracious, Most Merciful." (AlBaqarah 163) "Allah is One God: glory be to Him: (far Exalted is He)
above having a son. To Him belong all things in the heavens and on
earth. And enough is Allah as a Disposer of affairs." (An-Nisa 171)
This is also the statement of faithfulness, justice, good, and firmness.
Pertaining to it, the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be
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upon him" is reported to say: ''The best (way of) celebrating (the Praises
of Allah) is to say ''There is no god (to be worshipped) but Allah
Almighty."" No doubt, the one whose heart is attached to such
celebration becomes much closer to Allah Almighty, and since he feels
the nearness of Allah, he will have no fear of anyone other than Allah,
nor will he be concerned but with Allah, nor will he have a desire but for
getting His Good Pleasure.
That's because he comes to love none as much as he loves Allah.
Once he comes into the Presence of Allah's Majesty, Glory and
Greatness, to which he diverts the whole of his attention, he then will
love Allah so much that his heart will not be inclined to anything else.
It is true that the Name "Allah" is the Greatest of His Names at all,
according to many learnt men, all of His Names are, to be sure, Great
and Magnificent. Some say that the Greatest of the Names of God is not
restricted only to "Allah": it is one from amongst all of His Names,
which none knows except such of His servants and those nearest to Him
as He pleases.

In this connection, it is narrated that once, A'ishah "Allah be pleased
with her'' asked the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" to tell her the Greatest of the Names of God, thereupon he did
not do. On that she said invoking: "O Allah! I invoke You (by Your
Name) Allah; I invoke You {by Your Name) Rahman (Most Gracious); I
invoke You {by Your Name) Raheem (Most Merciful); and I invoke You
by all of Your Most Beautiful Names, of what I know of it and what I
know not." The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon
him" said to her: "No doubt, it (the Greatest of Allah's Names) is one of
those Names by which you have invoked (Him)." ''The most beautiful
names belong to Allah: so call on Him by them; but shun such men as
use profanity in His names."
If one utters the Name "Allah" oft-repeatedly, then, he will
strengthen the relation between him and Allah with a rope, which never
breaks. Let not yourself be diverted from repeating it by the opinion that
none should utter it except in a context of a meaningful sentence: on the
contrary, uttering this Name alone carries one of the strongest
significances: it causes one to bring within himself Allah's Greatness,
Magnificence, Majesty, Glory, His Power over all things in the worlds,
His all-embracing Knowledge, which encompasses everything, and His
Eternal Self-Subsistence.
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It is very enough for one to utter the Name "Allah" Alone, in order to
get all spiritual provisions, forces and requirements he needs along the
course of his lifetime. It is self-sufficient, self-contained. It is
independently rich so much that it is not in need of anything else to be
added to it to explain its full meaning.
On the other hand, one should follow the etiquette of celebration as
called for by the Islamic law. First of all, one should utter the statement
of monotheism, i.e. "There is no god (to be worshipped) but Allah
Almighty", in addition to the Name "Allah" in the classical, and the
most correct way of pronunciation, without the least deviation. There
should be no pause after "god", in avoidance of leaving the false
impression that there is no God to be worshipped at all: all the statement
should be uttered with no pauses in it.
Furthermore, the one who is in the state of celebrating the Praises of
Allah should get himself purified from all kinds of filth, to have his heart
and soul heedful, submissive and obedient to Allah, Whom he should
observe in that deed, . according to some learnt men, one should
celebrate the Praises of Allah in both states of heedfulness and
heedlessness, in the very way and manner Allah Almighty commands
when He says: "celebrate the praises of Allah, as ye used to celebrate the
praises of your fathers, yea, with far more heart and soul. There are men
who say: "Our Lord! Give us (Thy bounties) in this world!" But they will
have no portion in the Hereafter. And there are men who say: "Our Lord!
Give us good in this world and good in the Hereafter, and defend us from
the torment of the Fire!"" (Al-Baqarah 200:201)
The celebration of Allah then is not restricted by the full presence and
devotion of one's heart and soul: it is sufficient to have it run on one's
tongue, as the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon
him" tells; and that's because such wholehearted devotion of one's soul
is a privilege which none but a few could attain. When one is in the state
of celebration, he receives breathes of Allah's Mercy, which soon raises
him up by degrees to draw both his soul and heart, besides his tongue, to
be devoted to it.
Allah Almighty commands His servants, so many times in thefQur'an
to call Him in remembrance, and not to be like those, who are heedless
of celebrating Him: "nor obey any whose heart We have permitted to
neglect the remembrance of Us, one who follows his own desires, whose
case has gone beyond all bounds." (Al-Kahf 28)
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It is narrated by Muslim on the authority of Abu Hurairah that the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said:

"There is no people, sitting to celebrate (the Praises of) Allah, but
that the angels save them (from what is harmful and evil), Allah's
Mercy covers them up, tranquillity ascends upon them, and Allah
Almighty remembers them in the presence of those (angels) who
are with Him.
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(THE MOST GRACIOUS, THE MOST MERCIFUL)
It is well-established that the name "Ar-Rahman" (Most Gracious)
occurs in the Qur'an nearly fifty-seven times, and the Name "ArRaheem" (Most Merciful) over ninety-five times, besides its occurrence
in "In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful'', with which all
Surahs of the Qur'an barring At-Tawbah start.
In most cases, both come together. But there are some Holy Verses,
in which each of both comes independently: pertaining to the Name
"Rahman" (Most Gracious), a mention might be made of the following:
"Thus have We sent thee amongst a People before whom (long since)
have (other) Peoples (gone and) passed away; in order that thou mightest
rehearse unto them what We send down unto thee by inspiration; yet do
they reject (Him), the Most Gracious!" (Ar-Ra'd 30) He says telling
about Mary: "So eat and drink and cool (thine) eye. And if thou dost see
any man, say, 'I have vowed a fast to (Allah) Most Gracious, and this day
will I enter into no talk with any human being"'" (Mary 26)
Concerning the Name "Ar-Raheem" (Most Merciful), a mention
might be made here of the following: "Then learnt Adam from his Lord
words of inspiration, and his Lord turned towards him; for He is OftReturning, Most Merciful." (Al-Baqarah 37) "Know they not that Allah
doth accept repentance from His votaries and receives their gifts of
charity, and that Allah is verily He, the Oft-Returning, Most Merciful?"
(At-Tawbah 104)
According to Al-Qurtubi, the Name "Rahman" is particularly unique
to Allah Almighty: it is not derived from mercy, a portion of whose one
servants on earth. Had
hundred portions is assigned by Him to all of
it been derived from mercy "Rahmah", the Arabs would not have denied

His
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it once they heard it in the Qur'an, as being one of Allah's Most
Beautiful Names, Whom they were ordered to serve and leave their false
deities they took as gods in derogation of Allah Almighty.
·
Indeed, they were not to reject mercy. Allah Almighty tells about
their rejection of such a Name when He says: "When it is said to them:
"Adore ye (Allah) the Rahman (Most Gracious)!" they say: "And what is
the Rahman (Most Gracious)? Shall we adore that which thou
commandest us?" And it increases their flight (from the Truth)." (AlFurqan 60)
When the peace treaty between the Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" and the infidels of Quraish was made,
and they came to write the document, the Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" ordered Ali to write: "In the Name of
Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful", thereupon Suhail Ibn Amr said to
him: "We do not know what is the Most Gracious, Most Merciful. But
you might write: "In the Name of You, 0 God."" This was out of their
refusal of such a Name as belonging to Allah. This is shown in Allah's
saying: "Thus have We sent thee amongst a People before whom (long
since) have (other) Peoples (gone and) passed away; in order that thou
mightest rehearse unto them what We send down unto thee by
inspiration; yet do they reject (Him), the Most Gracious! Say: "He is my
Lord! There is no god but He! On Him is my trust, and to Him do I
tum!"" (Ar-Ra'd 30)
But other learnt men are of the opinion that it is derived from mercy
or grace, by way of exaggeration, signifying the One of such
mercifulness as none else ever has. In support of that, it is narrated by
At-Tirmidhi on the authority of Abd Ar-Rahman Ibn Awf that he heard
the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" telling
that Allah Almighty says: "I'm the "Rahman" (Most Gracious): I've
created Rahem (womb because of which the mother shows mercy and
kindness towards her child, and thus it is a representative of the relation
of kinship), which I've given a name derived from one of My Names
(i.e. "Rahman"): so, whoever observes it, I will keep good relation with
him; and whoever severs it, I will sever relation with him."
Regardless of the opinion of some that the form of "Rahman" is
derived from the Ancient Hebrew, the majority of learnt men and
reliable scholars adopt the saying that it is an Arabic derivative of
mercifulness and grace, by way of exaggeration and embellishment,
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affirming the fact that Allah's Great Mercy and Kindness extend over all
things.
As well as the Name "Rahman" and the Characteristic it carries are
exactly unique to Allah Almighty, the Lord of all beings, and it is not
befitting for anyone else to join Him in it, the Name "Raheem" is one of
Allah's Characteristics, in a part of which such of His servants as He
pleases might join Him: it is well-known, according to a correct
narration that when Allah Almighty created mercy, He divided it into
one hundred portions, of which He saved ninety-nine for Himself, and
He assigned only the remaining one to all of His servants, and it is this
that with which a mother shows mercy towards her children, and people
show kindness and pity for one another.
According to Al-Parisi in his comment on the reason for that
sequence, in which the Rahman (Most Gracious) comes before the
Raheem (Most Merciful), Allah Almighty affirms, by "Rahman" the
fact that since the whole significance of Compassion and Graciousness is
completely assimilated by His Majesty and Glory, in such a way as none
else could ever have the like of it, He assigns His Mercy only to the
faithful believers from amongst His servants, as shown in His saying:
"He it is Who sends blessings on you, as do His angels, that He may
bring you out from the depths of Darkness into light: and He is Full of
Mercy to the Believers." (Al-Ahzab 43)
Ibo Al-Qaiyyim tells that the "Rahman" (Most Gracious) is a
Name, which attributes to Allah Almighty such a characteristic, and
thus it is related to His Majesty; and the "Raheem" (Most Merciful)
describes the same characteristic Allah Almighty has in relation to
His servants. In this way, the "Rahman" is related to the One Who
has the merit of being so, i.e. to the description; and the "Raheem" is
related to those towards whom He is merciful, i.e. the act of putting
mercy to practice. The "Rahman" affirms the characteristic of
gracefulness and compassion to Him; and the Raheem indicates His
being Most Merciful towards His servants in general, and the faithful
believers among them in particular.
It is narrated by Al-Baihaqi and Muslim on the authority of Abu
Hurairah: I heard The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace
be upon him" saying: "Allah Almighty said: "I divided (Al-Fatihah
recited in) the prayer into two parts between Me and My servant, and he
would have whatever he asked for." If the servant said: "Praise be to

26

Allah's Most Beautiful Names

Allah", Allah Almighty would say: "My servant praised me." If he said:
"The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful", Allah Almighty would say:
"My servant commended Me." If he said: "The Cherisher of The Day of
Judgement", Allah Almighty would say: "My servant glorified Me" or:
"My servant entrusted to me (his matter)." If he said: "Thee do we
worship and from Thee we seek help", Allah Almighty would say: "This
is something between Me and My servant, and he would have whatever
he asked for." If he said: "Guide us to the straight path; the path of those
upon whom You have bestowed grace, and not those upon whom wrath
falls, nor those who are perverse", Allah Almighty would say: "This is
for My servant, and he would get whatever he asked for.""
Az-Zajjaj says that it is true that the Name "Rahman" was
mentioned in the early Divine Scriptures, it was not before the coming of
the Holy Qur'an that it became known it is one of Allah's Most Beautiful
Names, as He Almighty says: "Say: "Call upon Allah, or call upon
Rahman (Most Gracious): by whatever name ye call upon Him, (it is
well): for to Him belong the Most Beautiful Names." (Al-Isra 110)
As to "Raheem" (Most Merciful), there is no difference that it is
derived from Rahmah (mercy). This characteristic might be given to
people, unlike Rahman, which is particular to Allah Almighty. The
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" is given
the characteristic of being merciful, for instance, in Allah's saying: "to
the Believers is he most kind and merciful." (At-Tawbah 128)
One is merciful when he is tender-hearted and sympathetic towards
others. But when it is attributed to Allah Almighty, it extends to imply
all kindness and compassion, as shown in providing them with
sustenance, even though most of them are not grateful.
According to Ibn Abbas, both "Rahman" and "Raheem" are
characteristics belonging to Allah Almighty, with the meaning of
kindness, forgiveness and clemency, though one of them (i.e. Rahman) is
much stronger than the other in this respect. It is narrated that Allah is
merciful and kind, and He loves kindness and mercy, for which He gives
(rewards in abundance) in such a way as He never gives for anything
else.
Some say that the "Rahman" (Most Gracious) from Allah is due to
such as abstain from the material benefits and splendour of this life, and
"Raheem" (Most Merciful) to such as are proud (of being Allah's
worshippers): when the former see Allah's Majesty and Glory, they
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come to refrain from the splendour of this life, with its pleasures and
delights; and when the latter see His Beauty, they come to live with pride
and satisfaction.
The effects of the characteristic of being the Most Gracious are
shown upon Allah's servants in general in the sense faculties with which
they are endowed, and thus given superiority over most part of Allah's
creatures; and the characteristic of being the Most Merciful is shown
upon the faithful believers in particular among Allah's servants.
According to lbn Al-Mubarak, the "Rahman" (Most Gracious) is the
One that whenever He is asked, He soon will give; and the "Raheem"
(Most Merciful) is the One that if His servants do not ask Him, He soon
wilJ become angry.
In confirmation to that, it is narrated by At-Tirmidhi and lbn Majah on
the authority of Abu Hurairah that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing
and peace be upon him" said: "He, who does not ask Allah (for what he
needs), Allah becomes angry with him." How should He not be asked, since
it is He, Who tel1s His servants: "And your Lord says: "Call on Me; I will
answer your (Prayer)." (Ghafir 60) He further says: "ask Allah of His
bounty. For Allah hath ful1 knowledge of all things." (An-Nisa 32)
At-Tirmidhi says that the "Rahman" is He Who delivers such of His
servants as He pleases from the fire of Hell; and the "Raheem" is He,
Who admits such of His servants as He pleases to the Garden of Bliss.
The former is understood from Allah's saying: "and ye were on the brink
of the Pit of Fire, and He saved you from it. Thus doth Allah make His
Signs clear to you: that ye may be guided." (Al Imran 103) The latter is
shown in His saying: "(Their greeting will be): "Enter ye here in Peace
and Security."" (Al-Hijr 46)
Al-Muhasibi says that the "Rahman" is He, Who removes whatever
defects and distresses that might befall some of His servants; and the
"Raheem" is He, Who enlightens the hearts of some of His servants
with the certainty of faith and the assurance of the unseen.
According to Ash-Sha'rawi in His Tafsir Al-Qur'an, whenever both
"Rahman" and "Raheem" are mentioned, this gives the impression
that the gate of Allah's Mercy is always open to His servants to tum in
repentance to Him, so that their repentance would be accepted. If one
commits a sin, or falls into error, or if he forgets Allah even for a
moment, which leads him to do an eviJ, he should not think that the
door of Allah's Mercy is closed in his face: on the contrary, Allah
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Almighty always is to accept the repentance of any of His servants
wherever and whenever he shows it, provided that he is faithfully
sincere and true to it.
For this reason, if you, 0 Allah's servant, commit a sin, do not feel
shy of turning to Allah and asking for His Forgiveness starting with the
Name of Allah, for fear of Allah's rejection of you: in no way does Allah
Almighty have resentment or hatred towards anyone of His servants, nor
does He change His way of dealing with the repentant among His
creatures.
If you, for example, disobey anyone of mankind, or even commit a
sin against him, he might become angry with you, and in some cases, he
might abandon you at all. But concerning Allah Almighty, if you commit
a sin, say forgetfully, unintentionally, or ignorantly, but not out of
arrogance nor disbelief, Allah Almighty keeps open the gate of His
mercy for you to come at any time; and once you say: "In the Name of
Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful" and then turn to Him in
repentance, you will find Him Most Gracious, Most Merciful, OftForgiving: He soon will remove your sin, plot out your evil, and purify
you so as to begin your life in a new method on the way of Allah.
Thus, the "Rahman" (Most Gracious) and "Raheem" (Most
Merciful) are recitals for the disobedient to come wholeheartedly and
sincerely to start his service in the Name of Allah. The main point here is
that Allah Almighty wants to remind us of the fact that the gate of
repentance is always open at any time.
On the other hand, since Allah Almighty set the punishment for any
kind of sin or disobedience, He, indeed, has made it possible for it to
occur: a fact of which He has full knowledge when He created the whole
creation. Had Allah Almighty not known it would occur, surely, He
would not have set the punishment for it. As well as He set punishment,
He set repentance.
However, "Rahmah" (in Arabic) is derived from "Rabern" (the
womb), where the fetus is firmly rest within the belly of the mother. In
the world, there is no one, more forgiving than a mother for her
children. The son might commit mistakes against her, and whatever
cruel and harsh, she could but forgive such mistake for her son.
Whenever Allah Almighty wants to explain something unseen to us,
it is His Characteristic that He should give us a parable from this present
life, in order to make the concept thereof much closer to our minds.
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Based upon that, when He Almighty wants to show us how Merciful,
Kind and Compassionate He is towards His servants, He sets forth the
example of the mother and her child for forgiveness, mercy and pity.
It is narrated on the authority of Ali Ibn Abu Talib that he said: "In
the Name of Allah is to heal of any disease, and help any kind of medical
treatment work properly; and the Most Gracious is to help the faithful
believer, and the Most Merciful is for him, who turns to Allah in
repentance, with sincere and true faith, and does deeds of righteousness.
According to Ibn Kathir, the "Rahman" (Most Gracious) is much
stronger in degree of exaggeration than the "Raheem" (Most
Merciful), for the former includes Allah's Mercy in general towards
His servants in both the present life of this world, and the abode of
the hereafter. For this reason, it is mentioned in the company of the
Throne of Authority in Allah's saying: "(Allah) Most Gracious is
firmly established on the throne (of authority)." (Ta Ha 5) This is in
comparison with the "Raheem" (Most Merciful), which is particular
to the faithful believers from amongst the people, as shown in His
saying: "He it is Who sends blessings on you, as do His angels, that
He may bring you out from the depths of Darkness into light: and He
is Full of Mercy to the Believers." (Al-Ahzab 43)
Ibn Al-Qaiyyim tells in this respect that the "Rahman" (Most
Gracious) implies Allah's Guidance to His servants, as shown clearly in
His sending the Messengers and the Scriptures to them across the time in
almost all parts of the earth; and this is, to be sure, much greater than
supplying them with the sources of life and sustenance.
Mercy acts then as the cause of relationship between Allah and His
servants: He is their Lord and Cherisher, their God Whom they should
serve, and because of His Mercy, He sent unto them His Messengers and
Scriptures, perchance they might receive guidance. With the help of His
Mercy and Grace, He admits the faithful believers among His servants to
the Abode of Peace in the hereafter; and because of it too He sustains
them, and gives them power and health to live properly. in this way, it is
placed besides the relationship of worship between God and His
servants.
The imam Muhammad Abduh has a good opinion in that matter: the
Name "Rahman" (Most Gracious) points out the One, from Whom the
concrete effects and results of mercy comes, as shown in the abundance
of graces and favours bestowed by Allah upon His servants; and the
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Name "Raheem" (Most Merciful) signifies the existence of both mercy
and grace, as being of the firmly constant unchangeable characteristics.
In this way, none of them could be substituted for, or replaced with the
other, since the latter never functions as affirmative to the former.
When one endued with the knowledge of Arabic hears the Name
"Rahman", he soon is sure of the fact that the One to Whom this
characteristic belongs is, by all measures, the Grantor of all kinds of
favours and graces. But he becomes in need of another form, to affirm
the constancy, firmness and permanence of that characteristic; and this is
achieved by the Name "Raheem", which has the characteristic of the
Divine Mercy; and it is uniquely matchless, very different from that
which is attributed to people.
Allah's Mercy then is all-embracing, that it extends to imply all
things He has created in the worlds, as confirmed by His saying: "My
Mercy extendeth to all things. That (Mercy) I shall ordain for those who
do right, and practice regular charity, and those who believe in Our
Signs." (Al-A'raf 156)
Such extension as it has is shown in its coming in the company of the
Throne of Authority, which encompasses all the creatures in the heavens
and the earth, since it functions as the top of them all: "He Who created
the heavens and the earth and all that is between, in six days, and is
firmly established on the Throne (of authority): Allah, Most Gracious:
ask thou, then, about Him of any acquainted (with such things)." (AlFurqan 59) "(Allah) Most Gracious is firmly established on the throne
(of authority). To Him belongs what is in the heavens and on earth, and
all between them, and all beneath the soil." (Ta Ha 5:6)
To be sure, Allah, Most Gracious is then firmly established on the
greatest, the most magnificent of His creatures, i.e. the Throne of
Authority and Glory, with the Greatest, and the Most Glorious of His
Names, i.e. the "Rahman", that carries the Most Magnificent of His
Characteristics, i.e. the highest level of mercy, compassion, kindness,
graciousness and clemency. For this reason, His Mercy always
overpowers His Anger.
It is narrated in a correct narration that when Allah Almighty finished
from creating the whole creation, He stipulated the following in a
Document which is placed with Him on the Throne of Authority: "My
Mercy overpowers My Anger." In confirmation to that, He Almighty
says: "Tell My servants that I am indeed the Oft-Forgiving, Most
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Merciful, And that My Penalty will be indeed the most grievous
Penalty." (Al-Hijr 49:50)
How does man acquire the good manners related to both Names?
The aspects of Allah's Mercy pointed out by His Name "Rahman"
(Most Gracious) are countless: it is He Who has sent to us rainfall from
the sky, made subject to us the air, stars and planets, granted us the
faculties of hearing, seeing and understanding, fashioned us in a good
shape, provided us with all sources of life, and saved for us all ways
required to be able to live properly in this world.
If one of Allah's servants is doomed to get Allah's Good Pleasure,
He, with the help of His Mercy and Kindness, is caused to have the
tendency to feed the indigent and poor, clothe the needy and naked,
support the wronged and oppressed one, and show leniency to the
orphan, and pity for the disobedient, by being sincere to him in advice in
order to be rescued from the pitfall of error and darkness of ignorance,
into the light of faith and certainty.
No doubt, Allah Almighty loves that His servants should have some
of His Characteristics. Pertaining to Mercy, out of which He assigned to
all of His creatures a single portion of one hundred portions, He likes
that His servants should be merciful towards each other, show kindness
and love for each other. In this connection, it is narrated that the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said:
"Indeed, those who are merciful will receive the Mercy of (Allah) Most
Gracious." That's because they are characterized by One of Allah's
Good Merits, i.e. the Mercy.
In view of the fact that this good characteristic is great, and the one
who has it becomes much closer to the Presence of Allah Almighty, He
describes His Messenger as one endued with mercy and kindness, when
He says about him: "We sent thee not, but as a mercy for all creatures."
(Al-Anbiya 107) He further says: "Now hath come unto you a
Messenger from amongst yourselves: it grieves him that ye should
perish: ardently anxious is he over you: to the Believers is he most kind
and merciful." (At-Tawbah 128) The Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" says about himself: "I'm a (source of)
mercy, presented (to all of mankind)."
More often, the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" drew the attention of his companions, and then their
successors to the great significance of the characteristic of mercy, in
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keeping balanced the different nations, and making happy the various
communities and societies. He set forth so many examples to them, in
order to learn that merit from the various kinds of Allah's creatures, to
which the hearts of parents are accustomed.
In this connection, it is narrated by Al-Bukhari and others on the
authority of Abu Hurairah: I heard Allah's Apostle "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" saying: "Allah divided Mercy into one-hundred
parts, ninety-nine parts of which were kept with Him, while only one
part was sent down to earth. It is this single part which causes his
creatures to be Merciful to each other, so that even the mare lifts up its
hoofs away from its baby animal, in order not to trample on it."
It is transmitted in another narration that when Allah Almighty
created the heavens and the earth, He created one hundred (portions of)
mercy, each of which is (as much as) filling (the area) between the
heaven and the earth. He has (with Him) ninety-nine (portions of)
mercy, and He distributed the (remaining) one among His creatures;
and it is with the help of which that they show kindness and love for
each other. When it is the Day of Judgement, it will be restricted to the
righteous, who, in turn, will have an increase of ninety-nine (portions)
besides."
Most people in different parts of the world highly appreciate mercy to
the extent that in some cases, they make it superior to law, if this will not
lead to regarding as insignificant the high values and fundamental
principles. No doubt, establishing justice is a kind of mercy, and
applying law with its deep spirit is to increase more to this mercy; and
Allah Almighty is Most Merciful, Whose Mercy necessitates that the
wrongdoer should be punished, from whom retribution should be
exacted: "Nothing is said to thee that was not said to the Messengers
before thee: that thy Lord has at His command (all) Forgiveness as well
as a most grievous Penalty." (Fussilat 43)
According to Al-Ghazali, one's portion of the Name "Raheem"
(Most Merciful) belonging to Allah Almighty is that he should be
merciful to those heedless among Allah's servants: he should turn them
by sincere advice and instruction from the way of error and negligence to
the right path of Allah; and in doing so, he should stick to kindness and
leniency, and be far from violence and harshness. He should further look
at the disobedient by the eye of mercy, and not of scorn and contempt.
He should consider every sin committed by others as if it is committed
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by himself, making his greatest effort to remove it, lest the disobedient
one might be given to Allah's Wrath and Displeasure, and be driven
away from the umbrella of His Shelter and Protection.
When the children of Israel blamed the Christ that he used to sit with
the sinful, disobedient and guilty people, he said to them: "What is the
need the healthy ones have of a physician?"
Al-Ghazali resumes: The portion of the faithful believer of the Name
"Raheem" (Most Merciful) is that he should not leave a need anyone
has of something without fulfilling it as possible as he could, nor should
he leave a poor one whom he could reach without averting poverty from
him with the help of his property and wealth, or using his good offices
for him as much as is within his capacity; and if he fails to help him with
all of that, he should invoke good upon him and show grief for his sake.
It is true that the people have not been heedless of mercy's value,
superiority and significance. But they proved neglectful of putting it to
practice, and having it as a part of their characteristics; and that's
because the people feel it hard upon themselves to do so, since they are,
by nature, accustomed to niggardliness, whose effects are manifest in all
of their behaviours and conduct.
AI-Manfaluti has told the truth when he said in this respect: Had the
people been merciful to each other, surely, there would have been no
poor nor wronged ones among them, no hungry nor naked, and there
would have been no tears (out of sadness), and all would have lay on
their sides with rest and satisfaction.
Since Allah Almighty is Most Gracious and Most Merciful towards
all of His creatures, and since His Mercy extends over all of them not
only in this world, but also in the hereafter, then, why does He Almighty
leave some of His servants suffer from such distresses and disasters as
ailments, hunger and poverty?
This question is raised by some narrow-minded people. In reply to it,
AI-Ghazali says that it is true that a mother's pity for her sick child
might lead her to refuse to give him the medicine for its bitterness, but
the reasonable father would cause his child, even though by force if it is
necessary, to have it. Then, which of both is more merciful to the child
than the other?
The ignorant one thinks that it is the mother that is more kind to the
child. But, it is not so, for if the father causes pain to his child by giving
him the medicine whatsoever bitter, he, indeed, is much more merciful
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towards his child than the mother, who, by forbidding medicine to him,
might be a direct reason for the deterioration of his health.
To be sure, if a little pain is to lead to a more pleasure, this will be
a source of benefit and good for him; and this is the clearest
manifestation of mercy. It is a well-known fact that the merciful is he,
who intends and seeks good for the one, upon whom he bestows
mercy. There is no evil but that it implies good; and if such evil is
lifted, the good it implies will be over. If any part of the body, say the
hand, the leg, the kidney, fails to function, and it is necessary to be
cut off, this might seem to be evil, though it really implies good, i.e.
to keep valid the whole body, for if it is left without being cut off, it
will lead to the destruction of the body.
It is out of Allah's Mercy towards His servants that His Decrees
which have distress for some are always carried out in the company of
His Kindness and Compassion, so that the one under such a distress will
but give thanks to Allah Almighty, other than Whom none should be
praised for any harm.
However, the kindness concomitant to Allah's Decrees might be
perceived by different ways: there is no distress to befall somebody but
that there is another, more grievous and serious, and it is out of Allah's
Kindness that it has not befallen him. There is none suffering from a
certain disaster but that there is another, suffering from a graver distress.
No doubt, the serious catastrophic distresses could never be combined to
a single man. From amongst the greatest disasters one might suffer is the
poverty during the geriatric age, and the death during the age of
springtide and youth; and both could never gather on a single one. There
is no distress to smite somebody but that it plots out of his sins, or
becomes a reason for receiving reward, or delivers him from
punishment.
In this connection, it is narrated that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" said: "No trouble, nor fatigue befalls a
faithful believer, and even the pain he receives from a thorn, but that this
will plot out of his sins." It is further narrated that the Messenger of
Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "The fever (one
suffers from) for one day plots out the sins committed by him during a
whole year."
Verily, the best example that we should follow in all deeds and words
is the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him",
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who had the characteristic of mercy as an essential part of his nature, and
thus he came to be a source of mercy for all of his nation. When A'ishah
"Allah be pleased with her" was asked about him, she said that his
manners were fully taken from the (principles and instructions of the)
Holy Qur'an, which implies all mercy, compassion, kindness, justice,
fairness, generosity, and in short, all the good manners and behaviours.
Is there anyone more merciful than him towards people? When he
received harm from those of Ta'if, while he was calling them to have
faith in Allah Alone, and then the angel of mountains came and
offered to him to ruin them by enclosing the two mountains upon
them, he rejected to have punishment inflicted upon them, and rather
favoured to avert torment from them, hoping that perhaps there would
come from their offspring some, who would have faith in Allah
Alone.
Is there anyone more kind, more compassionate than him? When he
conquered Mecca, and its inhabitants from amongst the infidels became
under his disposal, i.e. those who did much more harm to him before his
migration to Medina, those who did their best to prevent him from
calling to Allah Almighty, those who conspired to kill him, those who
drove him away from Mecca: when they became subject to his power, he
asked them: "What do you think I'm going to do with you?" they said:
"(Nothing but) good (is expected from you)." Thereupon he set them
free; and this was why most of them embraced Islam.
This is the great mercy, bestowed by Allah Almighty upon His
Messenger, with which He saved him from the tendency to retaliate and
exact retribution from those who hurt him and his companions, and
fought many battles against him. For this reason, he has been made the
only one to have the power, privilege and access to intercession for His
Muslim nation on the Day of Judgement.
As to the celebration of Allah by both Names, it is mentioned that
the Name "Rahman" (Most Gracious) is a source of admonition for
those who celebrate the Praises of Allah by it. People are advised to
invoke Allah by it: "Say: "Call upon Allah, or call upon Rahman: by
whatever name ye call upon Him, (it is well): for to Him belong the Most
Beautiful Names." (Al-Isra 110)
They should further use it whenever they seek refuge with Allah
Almighty from any kind of evil, as Mary did when she said: "I seek
refuge from thee to (Allah) Most Gracious: (come not near) if thou dost
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fear Allah." (Mary 18) it is also used in the invocation of putting trust in
Allah Almighty as shown in His saying: "Say: "O my Lord! judge Thou
in truth!" "Our Lord Most Gracious is the One Whose assistance should
be sought against the blasphemies ye utter!"" (Al-Anbiya 112) "Say: "He
is (Allah) Most Gracious: we have believed in Him, and on Him have we
put our trust: so soon will ye know which (of us) it is that is in manifest
error."" (Al-Mulk 29)
Allah Almighty draws the attention that if one proves heedless of
remembering Him by the Name "Rahman" (Most Gracious), he will
incur Allah's Displeasure and Wrath upon himself, and give opportunity
to Satan to get the better of Him: "If anyone withdraws himself from
remembrance of (Allah) Most Gracious, We appoint for him an evil one,
to be an intimate companion to him." (Az-Zukhruf 36)
One of the supplications of some righteous people, in which the
Name "Rahman" is used goes as follows: "O my God! 0 Rahman
(Most Gracious) towards (all things that come to) existence; 0 Thou,
Whose Mercy and Knowledge extend over all things (in the worlds): Thy
Mercy has appeared in all the atoms and particles in the existing world:
we never see anything but that we learn of the signs of Thy Mercy what
draws us to it, and assures our hearts of Thy Great Compassion: Show
the sights of our hearts the Light of Thy Justice, and the Abundance of
Thy Bounty: 0 Rahman (Most Gracious!)"
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According to some learnt men, if one mentions the Name "Rahman"
one hundred times after every obligatory prayer, all aspects of
forgetfulness, heedlessness and hard-heartedness will be removed from
him, and he will be helped achieve his affairs of life. Furthermore, he
will live in the midst of Allah's Good Pleasure, with all favours and
graces conferred upon him, and Allah's Mercy and kindness surrounding
him.
According to others, when one offers the Asr prayer on Friday, and
then turns his face to the Qiblah, saying: "O Allah, Most Gracious!" until
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the sun disappears, and then he asks Allah for anything, He Almighty
will give it to him.

,'{\\rtt

AL-MALIK~
_,.
~

(THE SOVEREIG N)
The Name "Malik" (the Sovereign or the King) occurs in the
Qur'an five times: "High above all is Allah, the Sovereign, the
Truth!" (Ta Ha 114) "Therefore exalted be Allah, the Sovereign, the
Reality; there is no god but He, the Lord of the Throne of Honour!"
(Al-Mu'minun 116) "Allah is He, than Whom there is no other god;
the Sovereign, the Holy One, the Source of Peace (and Perfection),
the Guardian of Faith, the Preserver of Safety, the Exalted in Might,
the Compeller, the Supreme: Glory to Allah! (High is He) above the
partners they attribute to Him." (Al-Hashr 23) "Whatever is in the
heavens and on earth, doth declare the Praises and Glory of Allah: the
Sovereign, the Holy One, the Exalted in Might, the Wise." (AlJ umu' ah 1) and "Say: I seek refuge with the Sustainer and Cherisher
of Mankind, The King (or Ruler) of Mankind." (An-Nas 1:2) It comes
also in a different form "Maleek" though with the same meaning and
thus having the same equivalent in English (Sovereign) in Allah's
saying: "In an Assembly of Truth, in the Presence of a Sovereign
Omnipotent." (Al-Qamar 55)

"Al-Malik" (The Sovereign) here gives the meaning that all things in
the worlds, the heavens and the earth, and what is on and between them
belong to Him, for He has the Dominion of everything in this present life
as well as in the hereafter. When this existence expires, and everything
comes to its end, nothing survives barring the Countenance of Allah
Almighty; and this portends the beginning of the hereafter with the
establishment of the Day of Judgement, on which He Almighty becomes
the Only King, Master and Ruler, but Whom there will be no other king:
"The Day whereon they will (all) come forth: not a single thing
concerning them is hidden from Allah. Whose will be the Dominion that
Day? That of Allah, the One, the Irresistible!" (Ghafir 16)
In this connection, it is narrated by Al-Bukhari on the authority of
Abu Hurairah: I heard Allah's Apostle "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" saying: "Allah will hold the whole earth, and roll all the
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heavens up in His Right Hand, and then He will say: "I am the King;
where are the kings of the earth?'"'
It is further narrated on the authority of Abdullah lbn Umar that
while the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon
him" was addressing the people on the pulpit, he said, telling about
Allah Almighty: "When it is the Day of Judgement, Allah Almighty
will grasp both the seven heavens and the seven earths with His Hand,
and then say: "I'm Allah; I'm the Most Gracious, I'm the Sovereign;
I'm the Holy One; I'm the Source of Peace (and Perfection); I'm the
Guardian of Faith; I'm the Preserver of Safety; I'm the Exalted in
Might; I'm the Compeller; I'm the Supreme; I'm the One Who has
originated the creation of this world, and it had been nothing; and I'm
the One Who has recreated it once again: Where are then the kings and
the arrogant ones (who were on earth)?""
It is narrated by Muslim on the authority of Abu Hurairah: The
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "The
most abominable name in Allah's sight is (the name of) King of Kings."
The following addition was included in the narration of lbn Abu
Shaibah: "That's because there is no (real) king but Allah Almighty."
This is, to be sure, the true dominion, over which no partner could
dispute the Real One to Whom it belongs, nor is it to be inherited by
others, nor is there anything to endanger or even threaten its safety and
peace. That's because it is firmly and constantly well-established in
power, to whose authority all things in the world are subject.
In this context, some learnt men try to put a distinction between
"Mulk" (Dominion) and "Malakut" (Dominion and Power of
Authority), on the basis that the "Malakut" is much more
comprehensive than the "Mulk". The "Mulk" applies to what seems
clearly to the eyes, while the "Malakut" applies, besides, to what is
hidden and concealed in such a way that the sights could hardly see, as
shown in His saying: "So glory to Him in Whose hands is the
"Malakut" (comprehensive) dominion of all things: and to Him will ye
be all brought back." (Ya Sin 83)
Allah Almighty says in another location: "So also did We show
Abraham the "Malakut'' (power and the laws) of the heavens and the
earth, that he might (with understanding) have certitude." (Al-An' am 75)
according to the interpretation of Al-Qurtubi, what is intended by
"Malakut" here is how submissive and obedient the angels in the
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heavens are in their service to Allah Almighty, and how wonderful and
amazing the heavens are; and, in contrast with that, how disobedient and
wicked the inhabitants of the earth are in their opposition to Allah
Almighty.
Thus, whenever Abraham invoked evil against the disobedient one,
he soon would be destroyed by Allah, until Allah Almighty inspired to
him to desist from His servants: "O Abraham! Stop from (these
disobedient among) My servants! Have you not learnt that one of My
Names is the "Most Patient"?"
It is mentioned also that all things in the heavens and the earth, and
even as high as the Throne of Authority and as down as the lowest
bottom of the earth, were uncovered for Abraham. The seven heavens
were opened to him so that he was able to look into them, until his sight
reached the Throne of Authority; and the seven earths were also opened
to him and he was able to look into them as much as he wanted. He was
able to see his seat in the Garden of Bliss; and this is the significance of
Allah's saying: "And we gave (Abraham) Isaac and Jacob, and ordained
among his progeny Prophethood and Revelation, and We granted him his
reward in this life; and he was in the Hereafter (of the company) of the
Righteous." (Al-Ankabut 27)
According to some scholars, Allah Almighty showed Abraham of the
comprehensive dominion of the heavens the power and laws which govern
all the celestial bodies, and of that of the earth whatever mountains, trees
and seas and oceans. Although Abraham could hardly see all of that with
his own sight, Allah Almighty made the different ends of the earth close to
one another, so that he was able to see of its amazing and wonderful things
what he was doomed to see. This affirms the fact that the "Malakut"
(comprehensive dominion) refers to what is hidden and concealed from
one's sight, besides what is visible, in contrast with the "Mulk"
(dominion) which is restricted to what is visible.
On the other hand, "Al-Malik" (the Sovereign) is He, Who disposes
of all the affairs of His servants, Who is completely free from doing even
the least bit of injustice to any of His creatures, Who decides their
matters in the very way, manner and at the very time He pleases. He
Alone is the True King, to Whom all things in the worlds belong. He
Alone has full knowledge of everything, whatever hidden or concealed it
might be: "Is it not His to create and to govern? Blessed be Allah, the
Cherisher and Sustainer of the Worlds!" (Al-A'raf 54)
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The sovereignty in general necessitates independence and freedom of
all needs and wants; and this is one of the essential characteristics of
Allah Almighty. He is not only rich and independent, but also He is the
One Who enriches such of His servants as He pleases, and makes them
free from need of others among the creatures, since they are in need of
Him Alone: a favour for which He Almighty should be praised. In this
way, He is independent of all things in the world, praiseworthy for all of
His Favours and Graces.
"Al-Malik" (The King) always has the characteristic of being SelfSufficient, not in need of anyone, though all are in need of Him. He
supplies them with sustenance out of His Bounty, and if He asks them to
serve Him Alone, it is, to be sure, for their interest, and no benefit does
He get from them in this issue, for indeed, He is not in need of their
service at all.
He raises them in position, upgrades them in degree, each according
to the effort he makes in His obedience and worship; and in the end, He
admits the righteous among them to the Garden of Bliss, by virtue of His
Mercy, to which they have no access but because of their deeds.
Allah's Dominion implies all things in the heavens and the earths,
everything in the worlds, what we see and know and what we see and
know not. It also implies the whole of mankind, who are made as His
vicegerents on the earth. To Him does belong everything in man: his
faculties and senses, his body and spirit, his emotions, will and
understanding: "blessed is He to Whom belongs the dominion of the
heavens and the earth, and all between them: with Him is the knowledge
of the Hour (of Judgment): and to Him shall ye be brought back." (AzZukhruf 85) "Say: "Who is it that sustains you (in life) from the sky and
from the earth? Or who is it that has power over hearing and sight? And
who is it that brings out the living from the dead and the dead from the
living? And who is it that rules and regulates all affairs?" They will soon
say, "Allah." Say, "Will ye not then show piety (to Him)?"" (Yunus 31)
Allah's Dominion is not restricted to anything or limit on the
exclusion of the other: it includes all things whatsoever. It goes beyond
what is sensible, visible and reasonable to good and evil, benefit and
harm, life and death, the world and the hereafter. He has full power to
keep them standing, constant and balanced, with no need of help from
any helper. He Almighty says in this respect: "Blessed be He in Whose
hands is Dominion; and He over all things hath Power; He Who created
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Death and Life, that He may try which of you is best in deed; and He is
the Exalted in Might, Oft-Forgiving." (Al-Mulk 1:2)
He Almighty criticizes the infidels and pagans, for they worship
things, which have no power either to harm or to benefit them, as shown
in His saying: "Say: "Will ye worship, besides Allah, something which
hath no power either to harm or benefit you? But Allah, He it is that
heareth and knoweth all things."" (Al-Ma'idah 76) indeed, they have no
power to do anything at all, whatsoever trivial: "Yet have they taken,
besides Him, gods that can create nothing but are themselves created;
that have no control of hurt or good to themselves; nor can they control
Death nor Life nor Resurrection." (Al-Furqan 3)
"Al-Malik" (The Sovereign) is the One, Who has power to dispose
of all things pertaining to His creatures, Who has power to do what He
intends and likes to do, just by saying to it "Be" and it is immediately,
within a period shorter than the twinkling of an eye.
In spite of His Power to do what He wants, to compel all of His
servants to do what He likes them to do, He, out of His Wisdom, gives
them the freedom to choose, whether to do what they are commanded to
do and refrain from what they are forbidden to do, and thus they deserve
to be of the blessed and happy, or not to do any of that, in opposition to
His Commands and Restrictions, and thus they will be among the
wretched miserable.
To be sure, there is no dominion belonging to anyone barring Allah
Almighty. Whatsoever the kings on earth are, they are, indeed, not real
kings in the valid sense of the word, for there is no King but Allah
Almighty. They are but rulers, appointed by their people to govern their
affairs; and anyone thinks he is more than that is mistaking.
Then, what about the rulers who attribute to themselves some of
Allah's Characteristics, or claim they are like God, or even Gods like
unto Allah? It is well-established that such as Pharaoh and his matches
were destroyed by Allah Almighty. When Numrudh, for instance,
challenged Abraham that he was god, since he had power to give life and
death, i.e. to leave such as he pleases to live, and causes (by killing) such
as he pleases to die, Abraham refuted his claim on the basis that this
power of giving life and death was not real, for he had, in fact, no true
power to do so: the power of giving life and death belongs to none but
Allah, Who brings life out of death, and death out of life: "Hast thou not
turned thy vision to one who disputed with Abraham about his Lord,
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because Allah had granted him power? Abraham said: "My Lord is He
Who giveth life and death." He said: "I give life and death." Said
Abraham: "But it is Allah that causeth the sun to rise from the East do
thou then cause him to rise from the West?" Thus was he confounded
who (in arrogance) rejected Faith. Nor doth Allah give guidance to a
people unjust." (Al-Baqarah 258)
It is Allah Alone, in Whose Hand is the real power of giving life and
death, for He is Alone Who has created life and death. He has ordained
that there will be no death in the hereafter, and there will be eternal life,
whether for the inhabitants of the Garden or the denizens of the Fire.
The term "king" might be borrowed so as to describe some of
Allah's servants, who have the power of authority to govern their people,
dispose of their affairs, communicate with others on their behalf, settle
their matters, and judge between them in their disputes. This power is
given to them by their peoples, and not by nature nor by inheritance.
Such a king as appointed to rule the people, should have the
characteristics of justice, deep-insight, wisdom, and reason, in order to
be able to take his people to the path of truth, development and progress.
Allah Almighty gives this name to many of His servants who are in
the office of ruling, as shown in His saying: "Hast thou not turned thy
vision to the Chiefs of the Children of Israel after (the time of) Moses?
They said to a Prophet (that was) among them: "Appoint for us a king,
that we may fight in the cause of Allah." ... Their Prophet said to them:
"Allah hath appointed Talut as king over you." (Al-Baqarah 246:247) He
Almighty says in his narration of the story of the Prophet Joseph: "So the
king said: "Bring him unto me; I will take him specially to serve about
my own person." Therefore when he had spoken to him, he said: "Be
assured this day, thou art, before our own Presence, with rank firmly
established. And fidelity fully proved!"" (Yusuf 54)
Allah Almighty, as the Sovereign and the King, is fully Just in His
Commandments and Judgements concerning His servants, completely
knowledgeable of their affairs and matters, Kind towards them,
Compassionate to the weak and wronged ones among them, violent in
exacting retribution from the wrongdoers and criminals among them. He
always hears their supplications, responds to their invocations, fulfills
their needs, and overlooks their mistakes.
As such the king should be in relation to his subjects: he should open
his gates to receive them, with no custodians to keep them away from
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him. He should guide them to the way of truth and justice. His people
should make just estimate of him: he should be regarded, in their sight,
no more than being one of themselves, appointed by them, with the help
and virtue of Allah, to be in charge of their affairs, for the more they
appreciate him to the extent of raising him to the position in which he
feels he is over them, the more he transgresses beyond the due limits in
dealing with them, and behaves insolently towards them.
How does one get the good manners related to that Name?
Although everyone of the people is responsible for himself, and
those under his guardianship, the king is responsible for everyone of
his people, because they all are his wards; and on the Day of
Judgement, he will be questioned about them.
The king should further have no desire for anything in the possession
of his subjects: on the contrary, he should have desire only for the Good
Pleasure of Allah; and once he does so, Allah will supply him with His
Help and Aid, so that he will become free from all wants.
The king should be adorned with humbleness and abstinence, in spite
of his ability to be supreme, pleasure-seeking, and extravagant in all the
delights of life. In this connection, it is narrated that Solomon said, as
told by Allah Almighty: "O my Lord! forgive me, and grant me a
Kingdom which (it may be) suits not another after me: for Thou are the
Grantor of Bounties (without measure)." (Sad 35) But, never did he eat
his fill, and he used to keep himself in a state of hunger; and when he
was asked about the reason for that, he said: "I fear if I eat my fill, I
might forget the hunger caused by poverty."
When Umar Ibn AI-Khattab was asked about the reason for his
sticking to abstinence and self-restraint, although the pleasures and
luxuries of life were available to him from all sides, he said: "No doubt, I
considered the case of those, in whom Allah Almighty says: "And on the
Day that the Unbelievers will be placed before the Fire, (it will be said to
them): "Ye received your good things in the life of the world, and ye
took your pleasure out of them: but to-day shall ye be recompensed with
a Penalty of humiliation: for that ye were arrogant on earth without just
cause, and that ye (ever) transgressed."" (Al-Ahqaf 20) Verily, I decided
not to receive all of my good things in this world, in order to save them
for the hereafter."
There is an essential difference between the Real and True King and
Sovereign, and the apparent king: the Real King is Allah Almighty, to
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Whom does belong the dominion of all things in the heavens and on
earth, and in Whose Hand is the possession of all things; and whenever
he intends to do anything, it is sufficient for Him to say to it "Be" and it
is immediately. Thus, He is not in need of the help of anyone in the
worlds.
Furthermore, the characteristic of Sovereign necessitates all the
merits of perfection and completeness, for one could not imagine a real
king having no power to do what He pleases, no Will to enjoin upon
whomever He likes, no hearing nor seeing therewith He could be able to
have a full watching and control over all of the deeds and acts of His
servants. How should one be described as a sovereign since He neither
commands nor forbids, neither raises (some to the highest positions) nor
lowers (others to the lowest bottoms), neither gives power (to such as he
pleases), nor puts to humiliation (such as he pleases), neither rewards nor
punishes, neither gives nor withholds?
As for the apparent king from among mankind, although he has the
power of authority to govern his people, he could, by no means, do this
job alone independently: he is in need of the aid of his helpers and
assistants to be able to practice his ruling: he is in need of a physician to
treat him in case he is ill, of guards to protect him from the evil of those
who intend to do harm to him, ministers to manage the different matters
of the kingdom, of employees to deal with the daily affairs of people, of
soldiers to constitute the army, therewith to defend the kingdom and
protect its borders, of commanders to lead this army.
The Real King, i.e. Allah, has full knowledge of all of His creatures,
who are in His Possession; and the knowledge of the apparent king from
amongst mankind about his subjects and those under his guardianship is
incomplete and lacking: he does not know everyone among the
individuals of his kingdom, for his knowledge is restricted to a very few,
who form his own retinue and attendants, with whose help he practice
his ruling over his people.
It is not that all the people have access to their king, so that they
would offer their cases, complaints and needs to him, while all of Allah's
servants are able to communicate with Him whenever and wherever they
want: they could supplicate Him, and invoke Him submissively and
devoutly as He instructs them: "O Allah! Lord of Power (and Rule),
Thou givest Power to whom Thou pleasest, and Thou strippest off Power
from whom Thou pleasest: Thou enduest with honour whom Thou
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pleasest, and Thou bringest low whom Thou pleasest: in Thy hand is all
Good. Verily, over all things Thou hast power. Thou causest the Night to
gain on the Day, and Thou causest the Day to gain on the Night; Thou
bringest the Living out of the Dead, and Thou bringest the Dead out of
the Living; and Thou givest sustenance to whom Thou pleasest, without
measure." (Al Imran 26:27)
According to Al-Ghazali, if one has control over his own soul, and it
does not prevail over him, and if he is able to make it subject to him, and
he does not become subject to it, then, he will attain the degree of a king
even though he has no wards to rule over them, for he indeed will be free
from need of them all; and this is, to be sure, the position of the Prophets
and Messengers sent by Allah Almighty: they were able to be
independent from all barring Allah Almighty, with the help of the right
guidance He granted to them; and moreover, all of their peoples were in
need of them. This is the highest degree one from amongst mankind
could ever attain, followed by that of the scholars endued with
knowledge, who are the heirs of the Prophets: their dominions vary
according to their ability to guide their peoples, and instruct them in
knowledge, and be independent from the guidance of others. With these
characteristics, a servant approaches the angels in their good merits, and
becomes much closer to the Presence of Allah Almighty.
When a wise man was asked to give advice to one of the people, he
said to him: "Be a king in the world, so that you will become a king in
the hereafter." The man asked: "How should I become a king in the
world?" he said: "If you overpower your lust and desire for the (material
benefits and pleasures of the) world, you will become a king, for indeed,
the real dominion results from freedom (from all wants), and
independence from others; and in this way, you wi11 be a king in the
hereafter." But, what is the significance of the king in the world, if he is
unable to avert from himself even the least harm and evil?
In general, all the people should have the characteristic of being
grateful and thankful to Allah's Favours and Graces He has bestowed
upon them, humble to His Majesty and Power of Authority, and
responsible for the trust He Almighty has confided to them to carry, on
the basis that everyone of the people is a guardian, and responsible for
his dependents.
As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah in the shade of that
Name, it is beautiful to invoke Allah, the Sovereign, the King by this
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Name: "O my God: the Sovereign and the King of all the worlds, to
Whom does belong the permanent Power: to Your Magnificence do the
strongest and the most arrogant among the people fall in humility, and
because of Your Glory do the souls of the nearest angels tremble: endow
us with the secret of Your Name "Al-Malik" (the Sovereign), and
provide us with its mysteries, so that we could have control over
ourselves, and be just and fair to (the acts and deeds we do with) our
organs, and dispose, by Your Command, of all of our affairs: 0 (Allah),
Whose Command, whenever He intends anything, is just to say "Be" and
it is (immediately)! And Allah's blessing and peace be upon
Muhammad, our master and chief, and upon his family and
companions."
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When Joseph was granted power by Allah Almighty therewith he
became the prime minister of Egypt, after he had been sold as if he was a
slave, he did not forget to tum his face, with humility and submission, to
Allah Almighty, with the following supplication: "O my Lord! Thou hast
indeed bestowed on me some power, and taught me something of the
interpretation of dreams and events, 0 Thou creator of the heavens and
the earth! Thou art my Protector in this world and in the Hereafter. Take
Thou my soul (at death) as one submitting to Thy Will (as a Muslim),
and unite me with the righteous." (Yusuf 101)
Joseph's declaration, in the first portion of his supplication, of Allah's
Favours upon him, and concluding it with his hope to make good the end of
his life signify, undoubtedly, Allah's Great Overwhelming Power and
Might, His ever-Watching over all of His servants, and how magnificent,
eternal, everlasting, and comprehensive His Dominion is in the world and
the hereafter. He is the Only Sovereign Who never perishes, unlike the
strongest and the most arrogant amongst the kings of the earth, who, in the
end, should inevitably perish.
All the people in general, and the rulers and kings in particular,
should call to remembrance the Name "Al-Malik" (the Sovereign), so
that they should know that they acquire such names and descriptions
only by way of borrowing, since the Real Sovereign and King is Allah
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Almighty, with Whom there is no other king. According to some learnt
men, whoever keeps celebrating Allah by the Name "Al-Malik" (the
Sovereign) one hundred times at the time of the sun decline, his heart
becomes pure, and his distress is removed; and whoever utters it one
hundred and twenty-one times following the Fajr prayer, Allah Almighty
makes him independent from others out of His Bounty and Generosity,
and opens to him the gates of sustenance.

AL- QUDDUS ·• ":;_;

l
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(THE HOLY ONE)
The Name "Quddus" occurs two times in the Qur' an: "Allah is He,
than Whom there is no other god; the Sovereign, the Holy One, the
Source of Peace (and Perfection), the Guardian of Faith, the Preserver of
Safety, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Supreme: Glory to
Allah! (High is He) above the partners they attribute to Him." (Al-Hashr
23) and: "Whatever is in the heavens and on earth, doth declare the
Praises and Glory of Allah: the Sovereign, the Holy One, the Exalted in
Might, the Wise." (Al-Jumu'ah 1)
This Name gives the meaning of Sanctity, Holiness, and Sacredness,
that belong to Allah, Who is Glorified, Exalted, Hallowed and Deemed
far above any kind of defect, or imperfection. With that meaning the
angels used it in their reply to Allah Almighty, when He told them He
would make a vicegerent on the earth: "Behold, thy Lord said to the
angels: "I will create a vicegerent on earth." They said: "Wilt Thou place
therein one who will make mischief therein and shed blood? Whilst we
do celebrate Thy praise and glorify Thy holy (name)?"" (Al-Baqarah 30)
As to the Holy Spirit, it applies to Gabriel "Peace be upon him", as
shown in Allah's saying: "We gave Jesus, the son of Mary, Clear Signs
and strengthened him with the Holy Spirit." (87) it is narrated that the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said to
Hassan Ibn Thabit, the Islamic poet, who did his best to defend the
Messenger with his poetry: "Lampoon those (infidels) 0 Hassan, and the
Holy Spirit (Gabriel) is helping you."
"Al-Quddus" (The Holy) then is one of Allah's Most Beautiful
Names, which suggests the highest degree of Exaltation, Glorification,
Sanctity, Adoration, Sacredness, Inviolability and Purity; and this is the
significance of perfection and completeness in the broad sense of the
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word, a characteristic, which none barring Allah Almighty deserves to
have. It is to deem Allah Almighty far above all that one might think of,
or imagine: to be sure, Allah is beyond any idea one might have of Him.
But, it is not sufficient in our interpretation of the Name "Quddus",
as Al-Ghazali tells, to say that it is to Exalt, Sanctify and Deem Allah far
above any kind of defect or imperfection, for indeed, His Perfection,
Magnificence, Greatness and Completeness could, by no means, be
limited by the words we use to define those characteristics from our
point of view. The people have considered themselves, and known such
characteristics and faculties they might have, as their knowledge, seeing,
hearing, understanding, etc, in which they could never attain perfection.
Then, they chose words which they used to describe those
characteristics of completeness as they perceived them. When they came
to praise Allah Almighty, they described Him with words that signify the
utmost level of perfection in the very way they imagined it; and He
Almighty is, by all measures, beyond all of their limited descriptions and
definitions. To be sure, Allah Almighty is beyond every characteristic the
people imagine and then attribute to Him, as well as He is higher than any
thing, act or deed that is similar to it.
How does man acquire the good manners related to that Name?
If a Muslim intends to acquire the characteristic to which this
Name refers, he then should set himself free from all bad manners
and vile and wicked customs, and keep himself away from what is
suspicious and doubtful. According to Al-Ghazali, one could purify
his knowledge, by releasing himself from what is related to illusions,
fancies and senses, in which the animals share him, in order to
confine it only to what is related to Allah; and in this way, he will rise
up to attain a supreme position of science and knowledge. He also
could sanctify his will if he transcends beyond the material benefits
resulting from the pleasures, desires and lusts of this world; and thus,
his hopes, expectations and longing will be for the Good Pleasure and
meeting of Allah Almighty on the exclusion of anything else.
When a man is described by the people as a Holy Person, this is
because they see in him his loftiness and supremacy, which cause him
to refrain from committing any kind of mistakes, desist from falling
into any evil act or deed, and keep himself far from doing what is
wicked and suspicious. In short, they see in him a good ideal of the
virtuous merits and manners; and it is for this that he lives among the
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people as if he is not one of them. He never behaves in the way they
behave, nor does he go down to their level of conduct. For this
reason, he seems to be like angels in their merits, though he is no
more than a human being; and if his people are to be asked about him,
they will say the same as the women of Joseph said when he came out
before them, and they saw his loftiness and excellence: "Allah
preserve us! no mortal is this! this is none other than a noble angel!"
Some learnt men say about the meaning of both "Al-Malik" (the
Sovereign) and "Al-Quddus" (the Holy One): the Sovereign is the One
Who has the power to bring things to existence from nonbeing; and the
Holy One is Him, Who is Exalted and Hallowed from all defects and
imperfection, Who is so much inviolable that none could ever have an
access to reach Him; and all of what the learnt men does in this respect is
just to try to have knowledge of Him with the help of His Characteristics
and Merits.
Although we are forbidden to think of, and reflect the Divine Holy
Self, we are commanded to consider the various aspects and signs of
Allah's Power and Might, and the greatness of creation. It is narrated
that you should consider Allah's creation, and not the Divine Holy Self.
As to the supplication by that Name, a mention might be made here
of the following: "Glory be to Allah, the Sovereign, the Holy One, the
Creator: if it is His Plan, He could remove you, and bring a new creation;
and this is not difficult upon Allah Almighty."
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This supplication is significant for him, who suffers from doubts and
suspicions. But if there is one about whom people speak badly, he might
avert them by the following supplication: "O the Holy One, Who is pure
from evil, like unto Whom there is nothing amongst His creatures!"
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It is mentioned that once he supplicates Allah with this supplication,
Allah will impede the tongue of anyone speaking badly about him.
According to one of the righteous people, this supplication has a
positive effect on the parts of the body: the moment one is supplicating
with that, the different parts of his body come to have no desire for any
kind of material pleasures; and it is for this that one should supplicate
with it, if he seeks to refrain from any lust or desire relating to body.
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(THE SOURCE OF PEACE AND PERFECT ION)
The Name "As-Salam" occurs only once in the Qur'an as one of
Allah's Names; and this is shown in His saying: "Allah is He, than
Whom there is no other god; the Sovereign, the Holy One, the Source of
Peace (and Perfection), the Guardian of Faith, the Preserver of Safety,
the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Supreme: Glory to Allah! (High
is He) above the partners they attribute to Him." (Al-Hashr 23)
But the term in general is mentioned many times, carrying the senses
of salutation, safety and security, and as a description of the Garden:
As regards the salutation, Allah Almighty says: "When those come to
thee who believe in Our Signs, say: "Peace be on you; your Lord hath
inscribed for Himself (the rule of) Mercy: verily, if any of you did evil in
ignorance, and thereafter repented, and amended (his conduct), lo! He is
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful."" (Al-An'am 54) "Their salutation on the
Day they meet Him will be "Peace!": and He has prepared for them a
generous Reward." (Al-Ahzab 44)
Concerning its occurrence as a description of the Garden, a mention
might be made of Allah's saying: "For them will be a Home of Peace in
the presence of their Lord: He will be their Friend, because they
practiced (righteousness)." (Al-An'am 127) "Allah doth call to the Home
of Peace: He doth guide whom He pleaseth to a Way that is straight."
(Yunus 25)
It further comes in the meaning of security and safety, as shown in
Allah's saying: "The word came: "O Noah! come down (from the
Ark) with Peace from Us, and Blessing on thee and on some of the
Peoples (who will spring) from those with thee: but (there will be
other) Peoples to whom We shall grant their pleasures (for a time),
but in the end will a grievous Penalty reach them from Us."" (Hud
48) "Enter ye therein in Peace and Security; this is a Day of Eternal
Life!" (Qaf 34)
According to lbn Manzhur, "As-Salam" is one of Allah's Most
Beautiful Names, having the meaning of freedom from all defects and
faults, since it is the source of all perfection and completeness. It is the
freedom from what befalls anyone else, such as annihilation and death,
for He is the Absolute, Self-Subsisting, Eternal, Who causes all in the
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worlds to perish, and He Alone abides everlastingly, for He has power
over all things.
According to some learnt men, the Home of Peace, i.e. the Garden
of Bliss, is indeed the Home of Allah Almighty, and thus the Peace is
Allah Almighty. it is the Home of peace in the sense that it is the
abode of permanent safety which never expires nor perishes, for in it
there will be no death, nor oldness, nor ailment, nor fatigue. it is
attributed to Allah Almighty by way of being honoured and glorified.
Peace then refers to one's salvation from all evil, wickedness, and
vileness; and when one's heart is free from such abominable things, he
will then become pure of defects, and ready to receive the reward of
being admitted to the Home of Peace, i.e. the Home of Allah Almighty,
which is not fitting but for him, who comes to Allah with a pure heart.
Some scholars say that Allah Almighty is called the Peace, because
He is the Source of peace which He spreads among all the inhabitants of
the earth, in the world and in the hereafter. He is further the One, Who is
completely free from all defects and flaws, for He is the Source of
Perfection in Himself, His Characteristics, Names and Deeds: His Holy
Self is free from faults, His Characteristics are far from imperfection,
and His Deeds have no evil. in general, every aspect of peace is
attributed to Him.
lbn Arabi says that the learnt men unanimously agree upon the fact
that "As-Salam" (Source of Peace) is one of Allah's Names, which
refers to the Lord of all security and Perfection. but their understanding
of this concept varies into three sayings: the first is that He is free from
all kinds of defects and flaws. the second is that He is the One, Who is
free from injustice towards any of His servants. the third is that He is the
One, Who will receive His servants in the Garden with salutation of
peace.
According to others, "As-Salam" (the Source of Peace) is Him, Who
is free from imperfection, pure of the characteristics of any of His
creatures; and in this way, it is similar in its meaning to the Name of
"Quddus" (the Holy One).
A~-Qushairi says that "As-Salam" is the One, free from all
phenomena of deficiency, Who greets with peace His nearest devotees,
and from Whose Punishment and Torment the faithful believers are
peacefully safe. Al-Qurtubi concurs him on that meaning, quoting the
statement of lbn Arabi.
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from His Name "Salam" the term "Islam" is derived, that is, one
should submit wholeheartedly, and surrender with peace and tranquillity
to the Will of Allah Almighty: " This day have I perfected your religion
for you, completed My favour upon you, and have chosen for you Islam
as your religion." (Al-Ma'idah 3) " The religion before Allah is Islam
(submission to His Will)" (Al Imran 18) " If anyone desires a religion
other than Islam (submission to Allah), never will it be accepted of him;
and in the Hereafter he will be in the ranks of those who have lost (all
spiritual good)." (85)
from His Name "Salam" also, comes the salutation which the
inhabitants of the Garden will receive once they are admitted: " Gardens
of perpetual bliss: they shall enter there, as well as the righteous among
their fathers, their spouses, and their offspring: and angels shall enter
unto them from every gate (with the salutation): "Peace unto you for that
ye persevered in patience! Now how excellent is the final Home!"" (ArRa'd 23:24)
Peace also is the salutation of the Muslims, in their service, prayer
and social relations and treatments, by which they are characterized from
among all peoples and generations of Scriptures:
They say in the Tashahhud of the prayer: "Peace, Allah's Mercy and
Blessing be upon you, 0 Prophet! peace be upon us, the righteous
servants of Allah." they also say twice in the End Salutation while
turning to the right and to the left, with which they conclude their
prayer: "Peace, Allah's Mercy and Blessing be upon you."
It is narrated by Muslim on the authority of lbn Abbas: The
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" taught us
the testification "Tashahhud" in the same way he taught us a Surah of
The Holy Qur'an. He said: "All the blessed compliments, prayers and
good things are due to Allah; peace and Allah's mercy and blessings are
on you, 0 Prophet. Peace be on us an on the pious slaves of Allah. I
testify that there is no god but Allah, and I testify that Muhammad is The
Messenger of Allah."
When they finish the prayer they supplicate Allah saying: "O Allah!
You are the Source of Peace, and from You Peace (is expected and
hoped): Blessed and Exalted be You, Full of Majesty, Glory and
Honour! Greet us with Peace, and admit us to the Garden, Your Home,
the Home of Peace." In confirmation to that, it is narrated by Muslim on
the authority of Thawban: Whenever The Messenger of Allah "Allah's
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blessing and peace be upon him" finished from the prayer, he would ask
for Allah's forgiveness thrice, and say: "O Allah! You are the (source of)
Peace (and Perfection), and from You peace is (hoped for)! Exalted be
You, 0 (Allah) Full of Majesty, Glory and Honour."
When one greets another with Peace, one of Allah's Most Beautiful
Names, he, indeed, asks for Allah's Blessing and Peace to be granted to
him; and this always is the conduct of a real Muslim in his social
treatments and dealing with others in the community.
In this connection, it is narrated in both Sahihs on the authority of
Abu Wa'il from Abdullah: Whenever we prayed behind The Prophet
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" we used to recite (in
sitting): "Peace be upon Allah, peace be upon Gabriel, peace be upon
Michael, etc." Once Allah's Apostle "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" looked back at us and said: "Allah Himself is the Peace,
and if anyone of you prays then he should say: "All the compliments,
prayers and good things are due to Allah; peace and Allah's mercy
and blessings be upon you, 0 Prophet. Peace be upon us an upon the
righteous servants of Allah."
However, the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" forbids them here to greet Allah with peace, for such a
greeting means to ask for blessing and peace to be granted to the
greeted one; and it is not consonant with the Majesty of Allah
Almighty to ask blessing and peace for Him, for it is He, from Whom
we ask, and it is His Blessing and Peace that we seek when we greet
one another.
It is He, Who greets His servants with peace as shown in His saying:
"Glory to thy Lord, the Lord of Honour and Power! (He is free) from
what they ascribe (to Him)! And Peace on the Messengers! And Praise to
Allah, the Lord and Cherisher of the Worlds." (As-Saffat 180: 182)
On the Day of Judgement, He Almighty will salute with peace His
devotees and the inhabitants of the Garden from amongst the faithful
believers, as is clear from His saying: "(Every) fruit (enjoyment) will be
there for them; they shall have whatever they call for; "Peace!" a Word
(of salutation) from a Lord Most Merciful!" (Ya Sin 57:58)
It is narrated by Ahmad and Ibn Majah on the authority of Jabir that
the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said:
"While the inhabitants of the Garden will be in the midst of their bliss, a
light from above them will rise upon them in glory, and when they will
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raise up their heads, behold! He will be (Allah) the Irresistible Almighty,
Who wi,11 have then risen upon them (in His Glorious Light) from over
them, and will say: "O inhabitants of the Garden! Peace be upon you!"
then, he (the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon
him") recited Allah's saying: ""Peace!" a Word (of salutation) from a
Lord Most Merciful!" then, He Almighty will go away from them, with
His Mercy and Blessing left upon them in their abodes."
It is further narrated by lbn Majah that the first (from amongst the
faithful believers), whom (Allah) the Truth Almighty will salute with
peace will be Umar (lbn Al-Khattab): ''Their salutation on the Day they
meet Him will be "Peace!": and He has prepared for them a generous
Reward." (Al-Ahzab 44)
This salutation they receive from Allah Almighty will be at the
moment of their Meeting Him; and thus, it is different from that they will
receive from the angels, which will be after their being admitted to their
abodes and lofty mansions in the Garden of Bliss: "and angels shall enter
unto them from every gate (with the salutation): "Peace unto you for that
ye persevered in patience! Now how excellent is the final Home!"" (ArRa'd 23:24)
How does one acquire the etiquette of that Name?
If one wants to have such a characteristic of peace as a part of his
conduct, he should contribute in spreading peace and security among the
people of his community, in confirmation to the correct narration on the
authority of Abu Hurairah, in which the Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" said: "You· will not enter the Garden
unless you have faith (in Allah Almighty), and you will have no faith
unless you love one another. Should I not guide you to a thing, if you do
it, you will come to love one another? Spread peace among you."
It is narrated on the authority of Abu Umamah that the Messenger of
Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "Three (types of
persons), have guarantee from Allah Almighty: if any of them lives, he
will be provided with sustenance until he is satisfied, and if he dies, he
will be admitted to the Garden: a man, who sets out for fight in the
Cause of Allah, has Allah's Guarantee until He causes him to die, and
thus admits him to the Garden, or brings him back with whatever reward
and war spoils he receives; a man who enters the mosque (for prayer and
celebration of Allah) has Allah's Guarantee, until He causes him to die,
and thus admits him to the Garden, or brings him back with whatever
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reward and benefits he receives; and a man who enters his home with
peace has Allah's Guarantee (until He causes him to die, and admits him
to the Garden."
Furthermore, he should be of those inclined to pardon and
forgiveness, who avert evil with good, in response to Allah's saying:
"Nor can Goodness and Evil be equal. Repel (Evil) with what is better:
then will he between whom and thee was hatred become as it were thy
friend and intimate!" (Fussilat 34) He also should not deal with the
ignorant among people with similar ignorance: he should be one of "the
servants of (Allah) Most Gracious are those who walk on the earth in
humility, and when the ignorant address them, they say, "Peace!"" (AlFurqan 63)
If the Name of "Salam" also has the meaning of freedom from all
kinds of defects and imperfection, then, one should get himself purified,
and do his best to promote and edify it, as possible as it could be; and
that's to release his organs and parts of body from sins, and his heart
from impurities, and become cheerfully pleased with Allah Almighty, so
that with the help of Him he will be able to upgrade his soul, and to Him
he will ascend to the highest degrees.

It is narrated that the right of a Muslim upon his Muslim brother is in
three (things): if he fails to be a source of benefit to him, then, at least, he
should not do harm to him; if he could not please him, then, at least, he
should not be a cause of grief for him; and if he has no wish to praise
him, then, at least, he should not lampoon him.
According to Al-Ghazali, the one, who loves to acquire the
characteristic of peace, should, first of all, set his heart free from
deception, resentment and evil intentions, to have his organs pure of sins
and deeds of disobedience, and to have his merits clear off wickedness
and vileness, by making his desires, lusts and temper subject to the
control of his mind and wisdom. It is such as comes to his Lord with a
pure heart, and is worthy of being described with peace.

As to the supplication by this Name of "Salam" (peace), Allah
Almighty instructs us to invoke Him as follows: "Our Lord! Make of us
Muslims bowing to Thy (Will); and of our progeny a people Muslim,
bowing to Thy (Will); and show us our places for the celebration of
(due) rites; and tum unto us (in Mercy); for Thou art the Oft-Returning,
Most Merciful." (Al-Baqarah 128) and this is on the basis of the fact that
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Islam (to surrender to the Will of Allah with submission) is, as we said
earlier, derived from Salam.
The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon
him" used to supplicate Allah by that name: "O Allah! You are the
source of Peace and Perfection: from You peace is (hoped and
expected), and to You does peace belong: Greet us, 0 Lord, with
peace, and admit us to the Garden, the Home of Peace."
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The following supplication is also relevant: "O Allah: You are the
Source of Peace: from You Peace is (sought): Blessed, and Exalted be
You, Full of Majesty, Glory and Honour."
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According to some righteous men: "O Allah, the Source of Peace
and Perfection: grant me peace and security from any evil that might
befall me in my life, the day I will die, and the day (of Resurrection) I
will be raised up from the dead."
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It is mentioned that whoever says: "Peace, Allah's Mercy and
Blessing be upon you, 0 Prophet" one hundred times everyday, will
never taste the bitterness and pains of (the agonies of) death, and Allah
Almighty makes things easy for him, and he never falls into difficulty by
the Will and Permission of Allah, the Source of Peace and Perfection.

AL-MU'MIN

~l

(THE GUARDIAN OF FAITH AND SECURITY)
As well as there is a relationship between "Salam" (peace) and Islam
(to submit to the Will of Allah with peace and tranquillity), there is also
an essential relationship between As-Salam (the Source of Peace and
Perfection) and Al-Mu'min (the Guardian of Faith) as being of Allah's
Most Beautiful Names.
As to "Al-Mu'min" (the Guardian of Faith and Security), it occurs
only once in the Qur'an as one of Allah's Names: "Allah is He, than
Whom there is no other god; the Sovereign, the Holy One, the Source of
Peace (and Perfection), the Guardian of Faith (and Security), the
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Preserver of Safety, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Supreme:
Glory to Allah! (High is He) above the partners they attribute to Him."
(Al-Hashr 23)
According to Ibn Manzhur, Allah Almighty bears witness to His
Oneness as there is no god (to be worshipped) but He Almighty, with
Whom there is no partner: "Allah beareth witness, and so do his angels
and those endued with knowledge, that there is no god but He, standing
firm on justice. There is no god but He, the Exalted in Power, the Wise."
(Al lmran 18) indeed, whoever bears such a testimony wholeheartedly as
to the Oneness of Allah is regarded to have faith; and this is why Allah
describes Himself as the Guardian of Faith.
It is mentioned that He Almighty is described as "Mu'm in" (Keeper
of Security) because He gives security to His servants from any kind of
wrong or injustice to be committed against them. He further is the One,
Who keeps His devotees away from His punishment, and grants them
safety against that which the non-believers other than them will receive.
"Al-Mu 'min" (The Guardian of Faith) is the One, Who will confirm
what His believing servants will say on the Day of Judgement, when all
the generations and nations will be asked whether there were Messengers
and Prophets sent unto them, to convey Allah's Messages to them, and
they will answer that neither warners nor givers of glad tidings came to
them, and thus they will give lie to their Messengers. Then, Allah
Almighty will invite the Muslim nation of Muhammad "Peace be upon
him", and ask them as witnesses to all the generations, and they will bear
testimony to the fact that Allah's Messengers were really sent and they
conveyed Allah's Messages to their peoples, and accomplished their
mission to the full. Then, Allah Almighty will confirm their witness; and
this is shown in Allah's saying: "How then if We brought from each
People a witness, and We brought thee as a witness against these
People!" (An-Nisa 41)
"Al-Mu 'min" (The Guardian of Faith) also is the One Who will
prove true to His Promise to His servants, i.e. to reward with the Garden
those who have faith in Him, and punish with the fire of Hell those who
reject Him.
When this characteristic is attributed to anyone of people, it gives him
the privilege of being faithfully believer in Allah Almighty, and in what
has been revealed by Him through His Messengers. But when it is
attributed to Allah, as one of His Most Beautiful Names, it then means
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the One Who grants safety, security, and certainty of faith to such of His
servants as He pleases. This is granted only to the believers, who seek
shelter and protection from Allah, Who says: "It is those who believe and
confuse not their beliefs with wrong, that are (truly) in security, for they
are on (right) guidance." (Al-An' am 82)
Allah, the Guardian of Security is the Creator of security and safety,
and granter of assurance to the hearts of those who seek His Help, take
shelter to His Presence, and in general, those who have faith in Him.
According to Al-Qurtubi, "Al-Mu'min" (the Guardian of Faith and
Security) is Him, Who confirms the truthfulness of His Messengers, by
whatever Divine Miracles and Wonders He shows to their peoples at
their hands, and Who is true to His Promise to the faithful believers of
giving them the greatest reward for their faith in Him, and punishing the
disbelievers with the most grievous punishment for their rejection of
Him. It is He, Who grants security to His devotees from His Punishment,
as well as safeguards all of His servants from the slightest injustice in
His dealing with them.
In this connection, Al-Qurtubi quotes the narration attributed to lbn
Abbas in which he says: "When it will be the Day of Judgement, Allah
Almighty will take the (disobedient among the) monotheists out of the
fire (of Hell), and the first to be brought out will be those who have the
names of the Messengers and Prophets, until there will be none to have
such names as of a Prophet or a Messenger, Allah Almighty will say to
the remaining of them: "You are the Muslims (who peacefully submit to
Allah in obedience) and I'm the Source of Peace and Perfection; and you
are the faithful believers and I'm the Guardian of Faith." Thus, He
Almighty will bring them out of the fire (of Hell) with the blessing of
both Names ( "As-Salam" (Source of Peace and Perfection) and "AlMu'min" (the Guardian of Faith))."
Al-Ghazali tells that "Al-Mu'min" (the Guardian of Faith and
Security) is He, to Whom both security and safety are attributed, for it is
He Who grants both and at the same time removes all fears and terrors
from the hearts of such of His servants as He pleases, and thus clears up
for them the atmosphere to faith and belief. It is well-established that the
value of security and safety could not be felt in the absence of fear,
which, in tum, could not be imagined unless one is put to danger and
threat. The faithful believer could hardly feel safe unless he is assured it
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comes from its primal source, i.e. Allah Almighty, the Guardian of faith
and the Keeper of security and safety.
Security is a spiritual feeling, which is granted by Allah to such of
His servants as He pleases, and in particular, to those who fear Him so
much, ward off evil, and safeguard themselves against His Punishment.
According to a certain narration: "Whoever fears Allah (and protects
himself from His Punishment), He Almighty grants him security from
(the evil of) everything (whatsoever dangerous); and whoever does not
fear Allah, He Almighty causes him to fear everything (whatsoever
trivial)."
Many are those who are armed, surrounded by guards, and at the
same time, they never feel safe within themselves; and on the contrary,
many are those disarmed, having no guards to protect them, and at the
same time, they have no fear of anything, and are able to meet the
greatest dangers with firmness, resoluteness and willpower, and in
general, with the assurance of safety they feel from their hearts and
souls.
That's because such take shelter only to Allah Alone, and seek
protection but from Him Alone, and thus they have fear but of Him
Alone. It is reported that Umar Ibn Al-Khattab, the Commander of the
Believers, used to take rest and sleep under the shade of a tree, taking
from his arm a cushion to place his head on, with no guards nor keepers
to protect him. When the envoy of Khosrau saw him in such a state, he
could not help conceal his surprise and said immediately: "No doubt,
you, 6 Umar, have done justice (to your subjects), and thus you came to
feel safe, which caused you to sleep (in such a state of rest and
satisfaction)."
It is well-known that Allah Almighty, the Guardian of Faith and
Security, grants security to His believing servants in the most dangerous
and destructive places on the earth, which becomes for him a means to
deliver him from fears and terrors one in a similar situation might
receive.
As well as Allah is the primal source of security and safety, which He
confers upon whomever He pleases of His believing servants, who fear
Him most, and safeguard themselves from His Punishment, He also
places terror and fear in the hearts of such as He pleases of His wicked
and evil servants, who fear Him not, nor do they ward off evil, nor do
they protect themselves against His Punishment; and there is no
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contradiction between both, since AJlah is the One Who gives life as
well as causes to death whomever He likes, the One Who benefits as
well as harms whomever He likes.
How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
The one who is the most fitting for having the characteristic of a
faithful believer is him, who is earnestly eager to call to Allah Almighty,
enjoins what is good and forbids what is evil, making his best effort to be
a means of saving Allah's servants from His Punishment, by guiding
them to Allah's Straight path, and the right way of salvation. This is the
noblest and the most honoured deed, since it is the deed of the
Messengers and Prophets.
Furthermore, the one who puts his trust in Allah Almighty, as being
the best disposer of all of his affairs, never fears, for he, indeed, becomes
under sponsorship and protection of Allah Almighty. Allah highly
appreciates him, and assures His Good Pleasure, blessing and Bounty to
him: "They glory in the Grace and the Bounty from Allah, and in the fact
that Allah suffereth not the reward of the Faithful to be lost (in the least).
Of those who answered the call of Allah and the Messenger, even after
being wounded, those who do right and refrain from wrong have a great
reward. Men said to them: "A great army is gathering against you, so
fear them": but it (only) increased their Faith; they said: "For us Allah
sufficeth, and He is the best disposer of affairs." And they returned with
Grace and Bounty from Allah; no harm ever touched them: for they
followed the good pleasure of Allah: and Allah is the Lord of bounties
unbounded. It is only the Evil One that suggests to you the fear of his
votaries: be ye not afraid of them, but fear Me, if ye have Faith." (Al
Irnran 171: 175)
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name "Al-Mu'min" (the
Guardian of Faith and Security) it is said that the one who intends to
celebrate Allah should devote himself wholly and in every respect to
Allah Almighty, and avoid what might divert him from being in such a
high state of celebration. It is mentioned that whoever celebrates Allah
by His Name "Al-Mu'min" most often, Allah Almighty protects him
from telling lies and inventing forgeries. If one celebrates Allah by it,
Allah guarantees to keep him, his property and family, and grant him the
privilege of having such a characteristic. In this way, he comes to be
trustworthy, reliable, with his invocation responded to by Allah. That's
because the one of faith and safety is him, with whom people feel secure
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for themselves and their property. The supplication by that name benefits
the one who is in a state of fear and terror, be he in residence or on
journey.
It is relevant to mention the following supplication by the Name of
"Al-Mu'min": "O my God! Make me drink (and taste) the sweetness of
faith, until I bear witness to the fact that I've got the best blessing out of
(Your) Bounty and Generosity; and keep me from (the evil oO Satan,
who fights me (in order to leave) this preserved treasure (of faith). 0 my
God! Manifest Your Glory to me with the Light of Your Name "AlMu'min" (the Guardian of Faith and Security), until my loneliness is
removed in my secret and public, in what is hidden and what is open of
me. No doubt, every Divine Blessing (You confer upon me) comes from
the Manifestation of Your Glory (with the Light of) Your Name "AlMu'min". every (kind oO safety and security is granted by You; and the
whole matter (of all the creatures) belongs to You, the All-Knower of the
unseen. The light of my faith is (a result) of the manifestation of Your
Glory, and the light of my celebration comes from Your (Right)
Guidance and Care; and my state is not hidden from You: so, keep us
firm in faith."
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AL-MUHAIM IN
(THE PRESERVER OF SAFETY)
This term occurs twice in the Qur' an: once as a description to the
Holy Qur'an; and it is shown in Allah's saying: "To thee We sent the
Scripture in truth, confirming the Scripture that came before it, and
guarding it in safety: so judge between them by what Allah hath
revealed, and follow not their vain desires, diverging from the Truth that
hath come to thee." (Al-Ma'idah 48)
The other comes as one of Allah's Most Beautiful Names: "Allah is
He, than Whom there is no other god; the Sovereign, the Holy One, the
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Source of Peace (and Perfection), the Guardian of Faith (and Security),
the Preserver of Safety, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the
Supreme: Glory to Allah! (High is He) above the partners they attribute
to Him." (Al-Hashr 23)
The Name "Al-Muhaimin" (the Preserver of Safety) refers to the
One Who watches over His creatures, as being under His Sponsorship
and Care, Who has full control over them all, disposes of all of their
affairs, provides sustenance for them, and defines for each his term
appointed.
As regards giving the Holy Qur' an this characteristic, it makes it
completely and wholly prevails over all the Divine Scriptures and Books
revealed before it, pertaining to judgements, commandments and laws.
According to lbn Manzhur, "Al-Muhaimin" is one of Allah's
Names, which was known in the Ancient Scriptures: He is the One, Who
gives safety, grants security, and removes terror and fear from such of
His servants as He pleases. This necessitates that He should be Watcher
over all of His servants, and Witness to all of what they do and say; and
both belong to Allah's Most Beautiful Names and Characteristics.
How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name'?
If anyone of Allah's servants, according to AI-Ghazali, is sure of
Allah's preserving his safety, sustenance, term appointed, as a part of
His Control over the whole existence by virtue of His Power and
Wisdom, he soon comes to observe Allah Almighty in all what he does
and says, fear Him, safeguard himself against His Punishment, ward off
evil, and refrain from sins, mistakes and acts of disobedience.
Moreover, if one puts in his mind the magnificence and greatness of
this Name of Allah Almighty, he will live in its shade, safe and secure,
having no fear of none but Allah Almighty, as shown in the narration of
Wuhaib: "If a servant (of Allah Almighty) becomes under (the umbrella
of) the Godhead of the Lord, and the security granted only to the true
believers, his heart will never be attached to anyone (barring Allah)."
This means that if such attains this high degree of being under the
Care and Sponsorship of Allah Almighty, he will find none from
amongst mankind to admire, for indeed, his heart becomes filled with the
love of Allah Alone, with no place in it for anyone else.
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name "Al-Muhaimin", it
fills one's heart with light, removes doubts and suspicions from his soul,
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and strengthens his memory against forgetfulness. The following
supplication might be mentioned in this respect:
"O my God: the Preserver of Safety (and Security), Whose
Knowledge encompasses (everything in all) the worlds, and Whose
Power is enforceable in the whole existence: manifest with light the
secret of this noble Name (Al-Muhaimin), in order that I could be able to
have full knowledge of the mysteries of my soul, and what is hidden
within my heart; and thus, I would observe the intentions (of mine), and
set right the (conduct of my) organs, and subjugate them to do (only)
what You love, and enforce my willpower, with the help of Your Might,
over my organs, in order to devote them to (acting upon the principles
of) Your Religion."
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AL·'Azeez
(THE EXALTED IN MIGHT)
The Name "Al-' Azeez" (the Exalted in Might) occurs nearly one
hundred times in the Qur'an, in most of which it is mentioned in the
company of the Name "Al-'Hakeem" (the All-Wise): "Our Lord!
Send amongst them a Messenger of their own, who shall rehearse Thy
Signs to them and instruct them in Scripture and Wisdom, and
sanctify them: for Thou art the Exalted in Might, the All-Wise." (AlBaqarah 129) "Then know that Allah is Exalted in Might, All-Wise."
(260)
In some cases, it comes in the company of the Name "Al-Qawiyy"
(the Most Powerful): " When Our decree issued, We saved Salih and
those who believed with him, by (special) Grace from Ourselves, and
from the Ignominy of that Day, for thy Lord, He is Most Powerful,
Exalted in Might." (Hud 66) "Allah will certainly aid those who aid His
(cause); for verily Allah is the Most Powerful, Exalted in Might (able to
enforce His Will)." (Al-Hajj 40)
Sometimes, it occurs in the company of the Name "Ar-Raheem"
(Most Merciful): " And verily, thy Lord is He, the Exalted in Might,
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Most Merciful." (Ash-Shu'ara 9) " He helps whom He will, and He is
Exalted in Might, Most Merciful." (Ar-Rum 5)
It also is mentioned in the company of the Name "Al-'Hameed" (the
Praiseworthy), as shown in His saying: " And those to whom knowledge
has come see that the (Revelation) sent down to thee from thy Lord, that
is the Truth, and that it guides to the Path of the Exalted (in Might),
Worthy of all praise." (Sheba 6)
Furthermore, it is joined to "Al-Wahhab" (the Grantor of Bounties) in
such cases as: " Or have they the Treasures of the Mercy of thy Lord, the
Exalted in Might, the Grantor of Bounties without measure?" (Sad 9) In
the same Surah, it is joined to "Al-Ghaffar" (the One Who forgives again
and again): "The Lord of the heavens and the earth, and all between,
(Allah) the Exalted in Might, (Able to enforce His Will) Who Forgives
again and again." (66)
from amongst the examples in which it is joined to "Al-Ghafur" (the
Oft-Forgiving), the following is significant: "He Who created Death and
Life, that He may try which of you is best in deed; and He is the Exalted
in Might, Oft-Forgiving." (Al-Mulk 2)
"Al-'Azeez" (the One Exalted in Might) is He, Who is too inviolable,
unchallengeable and unbreakable to be overpowered. It is He Alone Who
has the absolute power and might to enforce His Will however, whatever
and whenever He pleases, in spite and against the will of whomever He
pleases. In this respect, He has no match, nor rival, for indeed, there is no
power nor might but with Him Almighty; and all of His creatures have
no access to His Majesty.
No doubt, when one, whatsoever strong, is assured that it is He
Almighty Who has the true power, apart from others, he highly
admires Him, appreciates His Glory and Magnificence, and thus he
submits with humility to His Power and Might.
According to Al-Ghazali, one is not worthy of having such a
characteristic unless he has three merits: he should have no matches nor
likes; there should be much need of him; and he should be inaccessible.
Those three merits should be combined for him, if he is to be described
as exalted in might; and in the absence of any of those, he should be
deprived of this characteristic.
In the world, there are so many things, which have no matches of
their kinds. But on the other hand, they might not be too significant to be
needed for; and even if they are so, they might not be unattainable; and
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thus, they have no claim over the characteristic. Consider, for instance,
the sun, whose benefit is evident, and it has no like (at least in the solar
system available to us). But, it could, by no means, be regarded as
inaccessible: it is easy to see it, and make sense of its heat, from which
one might protect himself if he so likes.
The Honour cannot be granted to anyone but by Allah, for it belongs
to Him Alone, and He Alone has the right and claim to give or withhold
it from such of His servants as He pleases: "honour belongs to Allah and
His Messenger, and to the Believers; but the Hypocrites know not." (AlMunafiqun 8)
Indeed, Allah Almighty assigns power, might and honour to Himself,
and He grants a portion thereof, out of His Bounty and Generosity, to
such as He likes: "If any do seek for glory and power, to Allah belong all
glory and power. To Him mount up (all) words of Purity: it is He Who
exalts each Deed of Righteousness." (Fatir lO) "Glory to thy Lord, the
Lord of Honour and Power! (He is free) from what they ascribe (to
Him)!" (As-Saffat 180)
It is noticeable then that Allah Almighty, the Exalted in Might, grants
power and honour to His devotees and believing servants, who seek
honour and power with Him Alone, and not with any of His creatures.
For this reason, whoever wants to be granted power, let him keep good
relation with Allah Almighty, hold fast by the rope of faith in Allah, and
keep himself away from seeking honour and power with others in
derogation of Allah.
In this connection, it is narrated that "Whoever seeks power and
honour with a people in derogation of Allah Almighty, Allah then puts
him to humiliation, shame and disgrace at their hands."
Allah's Might is everlastingly eternal, which neither changes nor
perishes; and whomever is granted power by Him, the effect of it
becomes visible on him not only during his lifetime, but also after his
death: For this reason, one should seek power but with Allah Alone, and
he should not put himself to humiliation at the hands of anyone of
mankind whatsoever. Thus, he raises himself high above all points of
disgrace and shame, keeping in mind the following narration:
It is narrated by Ahmad on the authority of lbn Abbas that once he
was riding behind the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" when the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing
and peace be upon him" said to him: "O boy! I'm going to instruct
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you in some words (upon which you should act): Keep Allah (in all of
your deeds), so that He would keep you; keep Allah (in all of your
affairs) so that you would find Allah in front of you; if you ask for
something, ask none but Allah; and if you seek help, seek not but the
help of Allah. You should know that if the whole nation gather to
benefit you, they will not be (a source of) benefit to you but with
what Allah has decreed for you; and if all of them gather to do harm
to you, in no way will they harm you but with what Allah has decreed
on you. The Pens (with which the Divine Decrees are written) have
been lifted, and the documents (in which such Decrees are recorded)
have been folded up (since Allah Almighty preordained all things and
finished from recording all the Decrees even before creating the
creation)."
How does one acquire the etiquette of that Name?
The one endued with power from amongst the people is he, who is a
source of benefit to others, supports the weak among the people, and
fulfills the needs of those who are in need among them, while sticking to
this statement: "It should be known that the people's needs entrusted to
you to fulfill are out of Allah's Favours and Graces upon you. For this
reason, do not be exhausted by them, because by doing so, you, in deed,
become tired of Allah's Favours."
Furthermore, the one endued with power among the people is he, with
the help of whose guidance, the hearts of others are filled with faith, by
pointing out to them the right way of Allah Almighty, and showing to
the faithful believers the Light of Allah, the Exalted in Might, in Whose
Cause, he strives his utmost with might and main.
Such also is the one, who never puts himself to humiliation before
anyone barring Allah Almighty, in response to the saying of the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him": "He, who
becomes humble to a rich one because of his richness, he will lose onethird the faith he has."
The power of anyone becomes a cause of honour to him if it is
sought with, and in the shade of Allah Almighty; and if it is just for
showing arrogance, haughtiness and insolence, it becomes a cause of
Allah's displeasure and wrath upon him. That's because one's
humbleness to Allah Almighty is a cause of highness and supremacy,
in view of the saying of the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" in this respect: "Whoever shows humbleness to
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Allah Almighty, He raises him high (in degree and position), and
whoever proves arrogant and insolent towards Him, He lowers him
down (to the lowest bottom)."
As regards the celebration of Allah by that Name, it is well-known
that whoever keeps mentioning the Name "Al-' Azeez" (the Exalted in
Might), Allah Almighty grants him power after weakness, makes him
independent after neediness, and self-sufficient after poverty, and gives
him safety after fear.
It is relevant to supplicate Allah Almighty with the following
supplication, by His Name "Al-' Azeez" (the Exalted in Might): "O my
God: You are the Exalted in Might, to Whom the needs (and affairs) of
all the servants are entrusted, and You are the One Full of Magnificence
and Greatness, Whose Power is inviolable and unbreakable. You are the
One to Whom all the hearts (of the people) are attached. You are the
Most Glorious, the One and Only, Who has no Match, for You are
Exalted from having any rivals and likes. 0 my God! Make my heart
pure from all things (other than You) so that it would never know but
You, the Exalted in Might; and show me the significance of power and
Honour in myself, in order that (I would become surely willing to have)
my life sacrificed for (the sake of) You; and join me to those endued
with knowledge whom You have granted Power and Honour, and thus
their hearts come to be filled with Your Power and Honour; and pour
over me from the secrets of Your Power and Honour, in order that my
soul would come flying to Your Presence!"
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AL-JAB BAR
(THE CO:MPELLER)
The term "Al-Jabbar'' (the Compeller) occurs only once in the
Qur'an as one of Allah's Most Beautiful Names, as shown in His saying:
"Allah is He, than Whom there is no other god; the Sovereign, the Holy
One, the Source of Peace (and Perfection), the Guardian of Faith (and
Security), the Preserver of Safety, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller,
the Supreme: Glory to Allah! (High is He) above the partners they
attribute to Him." (Al-Hashr 23)
"Al-Jabbar" (The Compeller) thus is the One, Who forces aJl of His
servants to be subject to such of His Decrees and Commandments as He
pleases. He is the One Whose Might and Majesty could, by no means, be
overpowered. He is the One, Who is deemed far above all of His
creatures.
He is the Only One, Who is able to enforce His Will over all of His
servants in the very way, manner and method He pleases, and none is
able to enforce his will over Him "Glory be to Him Almighty". He is the
Only Magnificent, Supreme, and Lofty, and this is unique to Him Alone,
to Whose Majesty and Greatness all things are subject.
Such characteristic of compelling His creatures to comply with His
Decrees and Preordainments is shown clearly in His saying: "Moreover,
He comprehended in His design the sky, and it had been (as) smoke: He
said to it and to the earth: "Come ye together, willingly or unwillingly."
They said: "We do come (together), in willing obedience."" (Fussilat 11)
It is He Alone, to Whose Glory and Majesty all faces are humbled, all
necks and heads are lowered: "(All) faces shall be humbled before
(Him), the Living, the Self-Subsisting, Eternal: hopeless indeed will be
the man that carries iniquity (on his back)." (Ta Ha 111)
"Al-Jabbar" According to Al-Qurtubi, is the One, Whose Power
is beyond reach, and Whose Magnificence is too inviolable and
Sacred to have any kind of defect. He is the One, with Whose Might
He sets right the states and affairs of those in need among His
servants, and mends and makes independent those of want among
them. He is the One, Whose onslaught is unbearable by all measures.
"Al-Jabbar" (the Compeller) According to Al-Ghazali, is He,
Whose Plan and Will are, to be sure, enforceable by way of coercion and
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compulsion, over all of His servants, from Whose Grasp, none is able to
flee away, and all hands are too short to attain His Sanctity and Holiness.
Allah Almighty Alone then is the Absolute Compeller, for He Alone is
the One Who forces all to do what He wills and likes, and none could
compel Him to do anything.
"Al-Jabbar" (The Compeller) then is the Supreme, and none other
than Allah Almighty has the right of having this characteristic of
Supremacy and Loftiness, for when it is attributed to Allah, it is
praiseworthy, and when it is attributed to anyone else, it is blameworthy.
This Name "Al-Jabbar" (the Compeller) is one of the characteristics
of perfection and completeness belonging to Allah Almighty. But it is a
characteristic of deficiency when it is attributed to man, who, in this
case, comes to be a powerful obstinate transgressor, for it means to
dispute God over the characteristics of Lordship. No doubt, Allah
Almighty promised a severe punishment and grievous torment for such
of His servants as claims this characteristic for himself.
For this reason, Allah Almighty deprives His devotees from amongst
the faithful and righteous believers of this characteristic. Consider, for
instance, His description of Yahya, son of Zakariyya: "And kind to his
parents, and he was not overbearing or rebellious." (Mary 14) when
Jesus spoke in his early childhood about himself, he described himself
saying: "(He) hath made me kind to my mother, and not overbearing or
miserable." (32) He Almighty says about His Messenger Muhammad
"Peace be upon him": "We know best what they say; and thou art not
one to overawe them by force. So admonish with the Qur' an such as fear
My Warning!" (Qaf 45)
On the other hand, this characteristic is unique to Allah Almighty,
and none from amongst his creatures has the right to have it; and that's
because it is not fitting but for Him Almighty, Who subjugates all things
to His Power and Might. on the contrary, they should seek the opposite
of it: they should show humbleness, modesty, and diffidence.
How does man get the good manners related to that Name?
According to Al-Ghazali, the one who lives in the shade of the Name
"Al-Jabbar" (the Compeller) should transcend with his right conduct
and good behaviours beyond all kinds of imitating and following others,
in such a way as to attract them to imitate him, copy his conduct, and
imitate his good manners.
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This does not give the false impression that one as such should feel
himself superior to others: he should be a good pattern for them to follow
with his right conduct, good manners, and virtuous and praiseworthy
deeds and acts. The more he is humble, the more he has a high position
in the sight of Allah as well as of people, for it is this humbleness that
raises him in degree, which none attains but those chosen and purified by
Allah.
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, one should first
educate himself, and compel it to obedience and submission to Allah
Almighty, mend whatever defects and flaws it might have, and get it
stick to piety, righteousness and god-fearing, so as to protect it from
being shaken by distresses and disasters whatsoever.
One of the righteous supplicates Allah with the following
supplication, which uses the Name "Al-Jabbar (the Compeller)": "O
(Allah) the Compeller! I wonder at him, who knows You (as You should
be known): how then should he seek help from someone other than You?
I wonder at him, who knows You: how then should he tum to someone
other than You?"

~ ~ :.$f i

J. ~.J ,!J_;f :rl>-~ ~ ~ :.$f i J. ~ !J~ 4))
.« !!l~ J!

The following supplication is mentioned also in this respect: "O
(Allah) the Lord of great onslaught, the Compeller, the Irresistible, the
All-Wise: we seek refuge with You from the mischief of what You have
created; and we seek refuge with You from the darkness and tightness of
the grave; and we seek refuge with You from the evil plots of the
(wicked) souls, pertaining to what You have planned and decreed; and
we seek refuge with You from the evil (effect of the eyes) of the enviers
for whatever Favours and Graces You have conferred (upon such of
Your servants as You please). We ask You the honour and power of this
world as well as of the hereafter, just the same as Your Prophet and
Messenger Muhammad "Peace be upon him" asked You for the honour
and power of this world through faith and knowledge, and the honour
and power of the hereafter through meeting and seeing (Your Majesty):
You are All-Hearing, Ever-Near, Who always respond (to Your
righteous servants)."
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AL-MUTAKABBIR
(THE SUPREME)
This Name "Al-Mut akabbir" (the Supreme) occurs only once in
the Qur' an, as shown in Allah's saying: •'Allah is He, than Whom
there is no other god; the Sovereign, the Holy One, the Source of
Peace (and Perfection), the Guardian of Faith, the Preserver of Safety,
the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Supreme: Glory to Allah!
(High is He) above the partners they attribute to Him." (Al-Hashr 23)
"Al-Muta kabbir" according to Al-Qurtubi, is He, Who has become
highly and absolutely supreme with His Lordship and Godhead above all
things other than Him, because indeed, it is not befitting for anything
other than Him to be as high as Him. He is high above any defects and
faults, beyond any description which leads to change or failure, and all
of what is not consonant with His Majesty and Glory.
When this characteristic is attributed to Allah Almighty, it is
praiseworthy; and when it is attributed to man, it becomes blameworthy.
It is narrated on the authority of Abu Hurairah that the Messenger of
Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" told that Allah
Almighty says: "Supremacy acts as My Upper Garment, and
Magnificence acts as My Lower Garment: for this reason, whoever
disputes Me over any of both, I then will break him, and then throw him
into the fire (of Hell)."
The One Who has this characteristic should be too high and lofty to
be attainable, Whose Greatness is beyond perception. According to Ibn
Manzhur, "Al·Muta kabbir" (the Supreme) is the One, Who is Too
Magnificent and Glorious to deal unjustly with any of His servants:
that's because He has attained the utmost of justice, and the ultimate and
the highest degree of fairness, which none could ever reach.
This is, like "Al-' Azeez" (the Exalted in Might) a characteristic of
perfection and completeness for Allah Almighty. But it is a cause of
deficiency and imperfection in relation to man, for he comes to be
arrogant and haughty. Since none barring Allah has the right to have this
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characteristic of High Supremacy, which is not fitting but for Him
Almighty, He promises the fire of Hell for those who have, or seek to
have it: "On the Day of Judgment wilt thou see those who told lies
against Allah; their faces will be turned black; is there not in Hell an
abode for the Haughty?" (Az-Zumar 60)
The arrogant of mankind then are those, who feel themselves
supercilious, pompous and self-important; and it is for this that they
wrong others, let them taste the severe punishment in case they do not
obey them, lay upon them burdens which are beyond their capacities,
and force them to do what they do not like to do, such as to compel them
to change their religions by force.
Pharaoh was one of those arrogant and haughty, for he forced his
people to take him as god, and thus serve him in derogation of Allah
Almighty. Moses sought refuge with Allah Almighty from his evil to
befall the children of Israel, and those who believed from amongst his
people, as shown in his saying: "I have indeed called upon my Lord and
your Lord (for protection) from every arrogant one who believes not in
the Day of Account!" (Ghafir 27)
As such the believing one from amongst the people of Pharaoh
described him and his retinue when they rejected to hearken to his
advise, and respond to his invitation to them to have faith in Allah
Almighty: "(Such) as dispute about the Signs of Allah, without any
authority that hath reached them. Grievous and odious (in such conduct)
in the sight of Allah and of the Believers. Thus doth Allah seal up every
heart of arrogant and obstinate transgressors." (35)
How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
None of Allah's creatures should dispute the Lord over such
characteristics as Glory, Magnificence, and Supremacy, which He has
assigned to Himself, apart from anyone else. For this reason, one should
educate himself, and train it to practice self-restraint once he finds in it a
tendency towards highness or supremacy. Allah Almighty has made the
Garden only for those of humility and modesty, those of righteousness
and piety, as well as He has forbidden it to the arrogant, insolent,
obstinate transgressors: "That House of the Hereafter We shall give to
those who intend not high-handedness or mischief on earth: and the End
is (best) for the righteous." (Al-Qasas 83)
One has always to remember his primal origin, i.e. the clay, from
which he has been created; and only with this remembrance, he is
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brought back to his mind, and abandon arrogance, haughtiness, insolence
and transgression. That's because he comes to know that he has no right
to be so, since his origin forces him to live in humility and submission.
According to the Book of Al-Anwar Al-Qudsiyyah: the sins are of
three types: some result from supremacy; some from the evil
suggestions of Iblis; and some from the beastly nature in which man
joins the animals. As to those sins resulting from supremacy, they are
out of one's claim of such Di vine characteristics as power and
magnificence which belong to none barring Allah Almighty; and the
only recovery from that is that he should understand, though he
knows well, that his primal origin refers to a single drop of despised
semen, from which he has been created, and to the earth he will be
brought back after his death.
As to the sins coming from the evil suggestions of Tulis, they return to
his envy of Adam, the father of mankind, when he claimed he was better
than him, since he was created from fire, while Adam was created from
clay; and this might be treated by being heedful to the evil suggestions of
Satan, from whom one should seek refuge with Allah Almighty.
The sins which come from the beastly nature of man in which he
joins the animals, they are those resulting from his desires and lusts, in
order to achieve pleasure of body with its different senses; and this might
be removed if one turns to Allah in repentance with sincerity and purity
of faith, and gives up committing such sins.
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, it is important for one
to celebrate the Praises of Allah by that Name. But the one who does so
should, first of all, be inclined to abstinence, humility and modesty in his
life, and righteousness and piety in his conduct. He should free his heart
from anything that might divert him from Allah Almighty, and tum his
back to all the temporary pleasures and delights of this world, seeking
the eternal Good Pleasure of Allah.
In this connection, it is narrated that once, Yazid Al-Bastami spoke
privately to his Lord, saying: "O Lord! With which deed do I become
much closer to You?" he saw in a dream somebody having said to him:
"Come much closer to Allah with righteousness, piety, humility and
submission to Him, and showing neediness and dependence of Him."
According to some of knowledge, although the eight doors of the
Garden will be crowded with those of good and righteous deeds, the door
of submission and humility will have a few visitants.
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It is relevant to relate the following supplication in the shade of this
Name: "O Allah: Most Magnificent, Most High, Most Supreme: we ask
You to remain in need of You, and independent with You (from anyone
else amongst Your creatures), until we see none but You: be kind to us
pertaining to both in such a way as You know it is fitting for Your
devotees, and dress us with the garments of (Your) Protection during our
breaths and moments (of life i.e. in all of what we do and say), and
make us (sincere) servants to You in all of our states, and grant us
(some) knowledge from Your Presence, with the help of which we
become straight in our life and death."
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Is it permissible for one to be arrogant or haughty? It is said, in this
context, that showing arrogance to face the arrogant ones is a kind of
charity. However, those who adopt this statement say that the main point
is to scorn and contempt the arrogant one, and not to be deceived by
what he claims or does, out of his haughtiness and obstinacy, in such a
way as to put others to humiliation before him: on the contrary, one
should have a powerful challenging character therewith to face such
arrogant, obstinate and haughty people, and to have a spiritual courage,
therewith to suppress their transgression and injustice. According to the
following narration: ''The best (item of) Jihad is a statement of truth to
be said in the presence of a tyrannical oppressive chief."

AL-KHALIQ

~illj.

(THE CREATOR)
As well as there is a relationship between the Names "Al-' Azeez"
(the Exalted in Might), "Al-Jabbar" (the Compeller), and "AlMutakabbir" (the Supreme), there is also an essential a relationship
between the Names "Al-Khaliq" (the Creator), "Al-Bari'" (the Evolver),
and "Al-Musawwir" (the Bestower of Forms and Colours).
"Al-Khaliq" according to the understanding of Al-Qurtubi is the One
Who ordains all things in due measure and proportion; "Al-Bari" (the
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Evolver) is the One Who brings such things as ordained by Him into
existence from nonbeing; and "Al-Musawwir" (the Bestower of Forms
and Colours) is to fashion the images, forms and colours to be
constructed with the matter, and thus give it its content and constitution
in which it appears.
Take, for instance, the creation of man: there are three main stages by
which man passes during his being created: first, he turns from a single
drop of semen placed in the cervix of the uterus, in case it is mixed up
with the female oval discharge, into a leech-like clot of congealed blood,
having no clear form indicative of a certain man. Then, this matter
becomes something like a morsel of flesh, from which he is fashioned
and given the shape of a man, with bones and nerves clothed in flesh;
and it is this form in which he is given certain features, with which
everyone is distinguished from the other: Blessed, Exalted and Glorified
be Allah, the Best of Creators.
In the same order in which the stages of creation are carried out,
the three Names occurs in the Qur' an, as shown, for instance, in
Allah's saying: "He is Allah, the Creator, the Evolver, the Bestower
of Forms (or Colours). To Him belong the Most Beautiful Names:
whatever is in the heavens and on earth, doth declare His Praises and
Glory; and He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise." (Al-Hashr 24)
As to the Name "Al·Khaliq" (the Creator) in particular, it occurs so
many times in the Qur' an, and a mention might be made here of the
following: "Allah is the Creator of all things: He is the One, the Supreme
and Irresistible." (Ar-Ra'd 16) "Allah is the Creator of all things, and He
is the Guardian and Disposer of all affairs." (Az-Zumar 62) "So blessed
be Allah, the Best to create!" (Al-Mu'minun 14) "For verily it is thy
Lord Who is the Master-Creator, Knowing all things." (Al-Hijr 86) "Is
not He Who created the heavens and the earth able to create the like
thereof? Yea, indeed! for He is the Creator Supreme of skill and
knowledge (infinite)!" (Ya Sin 81)
As to the Name "Al-Bari'" (the Evolver and Maker), it occurs more
than once, though fewer than "Al-Khaliq". Take, for example, Allah's
saying: "And remember Moses said to his people: "O my people! Ye
have indeed wronged yourselves by your worship of the calf: so turn (in
repentance) to your Maker, and slay yourselves (the wrong-doers); that
will be better for you in the sight of your Maker."" (Al-Baqarah 54)
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It is true that the Name "Al-Musawwir" (the Bestower of Forms,
shapes and colours) does not occur in this form more than once, it comes
many times in the verb form, as shown in Allah's saying: "It is Allah
Who has made for you the earth as a resting place, and the sky as a
canopy, and has given you shape - and made your shapes beautiful - and
has provided for you Sustenance, of things pure and good; such is Allah
your Lord, so Glory to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds!" (Ghafir 64) "It is
We Who created you and gave you shape; then We bade the angels bow
down to Adam, and they bowed down; not so Iblis; he refused to be of
those who bow down." (Al-A'raf 11)
"Al-Khaliq" (the Creator) then is the One, Who causes things to
unprecedentedly exist from nothing, with no previous example to imitate
in this respect; and thus He is the first to create since there is none to
precede Him, as well as He is the Only Creator, as long as there is none
to dispute with Him over this matter: "Such is the Creation of Allah: now
show Me what is there that others besides Him have created; nay, but the
Transgressors are in manifest error." (Luqman 11) In this way, all things:
the heavens and the earth, what is in and between them, are created by
Allah Almighty.
But, could this characteristic of creation be attributed to men? Of
course not, since none barring Allah Almighty should be regarded as a
real creator, which is not fitting but for Allah. This leads us to put a clear
distinction between two types of creation: the real creation, or the primal
source of creation, which belongs to Allah Almighty Alone apart of
anyone else; and the composition, which is within the reach of men's
power.
As to the real creation of Allah Almighty, it is that, in which He
creates all things in the worlds, with no previous pattern nor example
to follow; and thus it is, as we said earlier, an unprecedented
matchless creation. As to the composition, it is that, according to
which men could use those things created first by Allah Almighty as
materials for constructing new things, be they different or similar.
Such elements as wood, iron, and the like of that, are created by Allah
Almighty. Men then could use those materials in making such things of
benefit as chairs, tables, etc. in other words, Allah Almighty is the
Creator of the primal sources and elements which He has made subject
in service of men, who are given power to dispose of them in order to
make things required for their living.
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It might be argued that according to the ultimate analysis of
elements, they are no more than a union of atoms of simpler things,
such as oxygen, hydrogen, and nitrogen in certain proportions which
vary from one to another, then, they could be created by men, at least
in their labs. If it is so, then, Who has originated the creation of those
simpler elements from which the more complex things consist? Is
there anyone other than Allah Almighty to have claim over creating
them?
What men then do, could, by no means, be considered as real
creation, for this needs to cause objects to exist from nothing and with no
previous pattern to follow: but men make their objects from things which
really exist, whose creation is prior not only to their disposal of them, but
these elements had been created even before mankind came to life.
According to Al-Ghazali, man has no access to both processes of
creation and evolving, for they necessitate absolute power and
knowledge, which are not available but to Allah Almighty. It is true that
man is endued with some power and knowledge, but they have a limit,
beyond which they could never reach, in comparison with the
absoluteness and completeness of Allah's Power and Knowledge. Man's
power and knowledge enable him to have access only to do with what is
created by Him, in the way, proportion and measure He Almighty
pleases and decrees.
This is why none from amongst the creatures of Allah has the right to
be taken as God and then worshipped and served barring Allah Alone,
Who has no partner in His creation. As to those idols and false deities the
pagans take as gods in derogation of Him, they have never created even
the most trivial things, for indeed, they have no power to do such a
process: "O men! Here is a parable set forth! Listen to it! Those on
whom, besides Allah, ye call, cannot create (even) a fly, if they all met
together for the purpose! And if the fly should snatch away anything
from them, they would have no power to realize it from the fly. Feeble
are those who petition and those whom they petition!" (Al-Hajj 73)
that's because "Allah has created you and your handiwork!" (As-Saffat
96)
It is narrated by At-Tirmidhi and Ahmad on the authority of Ubadah
Ibn As-Samit that he heard the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" having said: "The first thing Allah Almighty created
was the pen, and then, He ordered it to write down; and at that moment,
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it wrote down all of what would come to pass as of that very date to the
Day of Judgement."
It is narrated by Muslim on the authority of Abdullah Ibn Amr Ibn
Al-As: I heard The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" saying: "Allah had preordained the measures of the creation
fifty thousand years before He created the heavens and the earth, and
(this was at the time) when His Throne (of Authority) was upon water."
It is further narrated on the authority of Ibn Abbas: Allah Almighty
first started with the creation of the earth, from which He finished in two
days, then in the next two days, He created the heavens. Then, He came
back to the earth, which He extended therefrom to draw its water and
pasture, and then He created mountains, and all things on it in further
two days, and thus the whole creation of the earth and the heavens was
completed in six days: four days to have the creation of the earth
completed i.e. Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, and two days
to create the heavens, Le. Thursday and Friday.
After the creation of the earth, Allah Almighty comprehended in His
Design the sky: He rose over towards it when it was smoke resulting
from the vapor of the moisture of the earth, and ordered both the heavens
and the earth to come, whether willingly or unwillingly, and of a surety
they submitted to His Order willingly, like everything created by Allah
in the worlds, seeing that since it should respond to Allah's Command
willingly or unwillingly, then, it is more fitting for it to respond
willingly. According to Ibn Abbas, Allah Almighty era ..... :J the heavens
to make the sun, the moon and the stars rise, and the earth to split its
rivers, streams, and produce its fruits, and they responded to such a
command in willing obedience. Allah Almighty then finished from
creating the heavens, which He made in seven firmaments in two days,
Thursday and Friday, and arranged for every firmament whatever angels
and things it needed, which none knows but Allah. As to the lower
heaven, it was decked with stars, as shining as lamps, too luminous to be
visible by the inhabitants of the earth: in addition to their function of
guidance, they act as guards against Satans, in order that they should not
attempt to listen stealthily to the highest assembly of angels.
It is narrated by Ahmad, Muslim and An-Nisa'i on the authority of
Abu Hurairah who said: "The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" took hold of my hands and said: Allah "Exalted and
Glorified be He" created the mountains on Sunday and He created the
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trees on Monday and He created the things entailing labour on Tuesday
and created light on Wednesday and caused the animals to spread on
Thursday and created Adam after Asr on Friday; the last creation at the
last hour of the hours of Friday, i.e. between afternoon and night."
It is narrated by Al-Hakim and At-Tirmidhi on the authority of Abu
Hurairah that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" said: "When Allah Almighty created Adam, He passed His
Hand over his loin, thereupon everyone (belonging to his offspring) He
will create until the Day of Judgement, was drawn forth, (in the area)
between both eyes of each of whom He made a glitter of light. Then, He
displayed them to Adam, who asked: "O my Lord! Who are they?" He
Almighty said: "They are your offspring."
How does one get the etiquette of that Name?
If one perceives well that there is no Creator barring Allah
Almighty, to Whom all things in the heavens and on earth belong, he
then becomes ready to consider with deep scrutiny how perfect and
complete the making of Allah is, which signifies the great power the
Creator and Evolver has: "Do they see nothing in the government of
the heavens and the earth and all that Allah hath created? (Do they
not see) that it may well be that their term is nigh drawing to an end?
In what Message after this will they then believe?" (Al-A'raf 185)
thus, one will be sure of the fact that none has the right to be
worshipped except for Allah Almighty.
Furthermore, if he is endued with the talent of invention, he then
should refer it to the Power and primal source of creation belonging to
· Allah Almighty, in Whom he should have his faith much stronger and
firmer. He should be grateful to Allah Almighty for such a favour as He
bestowed upon him.
However, considering with scrutiny the creation of Allah is one of the
best deeds of worship; and this seems to be the reason for saying that
considering the creation of Allah Almighty only for a single hour is
equal (in value and reward) to the service of a whole year. Allah
Almighty invites the righteous ones among His believing servants to
reflect His creation: "Behold! in the creation of the heavens and the
earth, and the alternation of Night and Day, there are indeed Signs for
men of understanding. Men who celebrate the praises of Allah, standing,
sitting, and lying down on their sides, and contemplate the (wonders ot)
creation in the heavens and the earth, (with the thought): Our Lord! not
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for naught hast thou created (all) this! Glory to Thee! Give us salvation
from the Penalty of the Fire." (Al Imran 190: 191)
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, the following
supplication might be mentioned in the shade of this Name: "O my God:
You are the Creator, Who has decreed all matters and gave them their
due measures, and created all things (and brought them out) of the
darkness of nonbeing, for You are the Light. You created all (of Your)
servants, and endowed them with faculties, i.e. both mind and organs: no
deed of them is carried out without Your Plan, and there is nothing they
could do without Your Will and Power. So, grant us the sight of
monotheism, therewith to see the (Light and Glory of Allah, the)
Creator, evidently manifest (with His Power) to enforce His Will, in
both souls and horizons; and grant us the power to drive ourselves until
we could be able to purify them from the abomination of (the evil of)
others (than You). From the (Majesty of) Your Name "Al-Khaliq" (the
Creator) do the lights (of all the world) shine in glory: You have power
over all things; and Allah's Blessing and Peace be upon Muhammad, his
family and companions."
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AL-BARI'~\
(THE EVOLVER)
As well as the creation is to preordain and decree things and give
them measures in due proportion, the evolving then is to bring that to
existence, as shown in Allah's saying: "No misfortune can happen on
earth or in your souls but is recorded in a decree before We bring it into
existence: that is truly easy for Allah." (Al-Hadid 22)
According to some learnt men, to evolve then is to cause things to
exist after being decreed, and give each of them the distinctive features
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and shape by which it is characterized, according to certain laws and
regulations set by Him Almighty, to which all things are subject.
Based upon this concept, Allah Almighty brings all of His servants to
life, after He had decreed the creation of all of them from the loin of
Adam until the Day of Judgement, and known for each his deed which
will lead him either to the Garden or to the fire of Hell.
In this connection, it is narrated by Al-Bukhari and others on the
authority of Abdullah: Allah's Apostle "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him", the true and truly inspired said: "(The matter of the Creation
of) a human being is put together in the womb of the mother for forty
days, and then he becomes a leech-like clot for a similar period, and then
a piece of flesh for a similar period. Then Allah sends an angel who is
ordered to write four things. He is ordered to write down his deeds, his
livelihood, his (time of) death, and whether he will be blessed or
wretched (in religion). Then the soul is breathed into him. So, a man
amongst you may do (good) deeds till there is only a cubit between him
and the Garden and then what has been written for him decides his
behaviour and he starts doing (evil) deeds characteristic of the people of
the (Hell) Fire. Similarly a man of you may do (evil) deeds till there is
only a cubit between him and the (Hell) Fire, and then what has been
written for him decides his behaviour, and he starts doing (good) deeds
characteristic of the people of the Garden."
This is the order upon which the whole creatures come, beginning
from the stage of creation, in which the decrees pertaining to their
making are preordained; then, those decrees are put to practice, thereby
the creatures come to existence; and finally, they are given their
distinctive features and forms, with which everyone is known and
distinguished from the other: Blessed, Glorified and Exalted be He, the
Creator, the Evolver, the Bestower of Forms and Colours.
As to the celebration of Allah by the Name "Al-Bari'" (the
Evolver), it removes all kinds of evil and impurities from the hearts, and
purifies the bodies, and makes souls shine in glory and brightness.
According to many religious scholars, the supplication by that Name
cures one from ailments and diseases; and whoever supplicates by it
more often, will become safe from distresses that might befall him.
The one who intends to supplicate Allah by it should call to mind the
things created by Allah Almighty, as if they are living beings present
before him, in order to have Allah's Power of creation and evolving
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manifest in his sight. He further has to call to witness his repentance to
Allah from all of his sins, and devote himself wholeheartedly in
invocation to Allah Almighty, with the willingness to strive with might
and main, and sacrifice himself for the sake of Allah, his Creator and
Evolver, to Whom it is up to accept his repentance.
To sacrifice oneself for the Sake of Allah is to transcend beyond the
material desires and lusts of pleasure, to overpower whatever evil one
might have within himself, in order to give room for spirituality and
holiness, which help one to be more willing to repent from his sins, and
get his heart and soul purified.
It is beneficial for one to supplicate Allah by that Name: "O (Allah)
the Evolver of souls with no (previous) example (to follow), and the
Bestower of sustenance upon (Your) creatures in all of their states."
"O (Allah) the Evolver of the worlds after they had been nothing,
which You have brought to existence with the help of Your Mercy,
Bounty and Generosity: the uni verse is but a limited shade, and the
sun of the fact is an evidence for its (existence) pertaining to the one
that witnesses, and the subject of the witness; and Your Light is the
most obvious Sign: for You are the One Who exists before all things,
and (people's) knowledge of You is prior to (their knowledge of) all
things."
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AL-MUSAWWIR

~\

(THE BESTOWER OF FORMS)
According to Al-Ghazali, one might think, though falsely, that
Allah's Names "Al-Khaliq" (the Creator), "Al-Bari" (the Evolver), and
"Al-Musawwir" (the Bestower of Forms and Colours) are synonyms,
and all refer to the matter of creation and invention. To be sure, to have
anything come out from nothing, it should be first decreed and given
measure according to due proportion; then, it should be brought to
existence; and finally, it should be given certain shape and form, with
which it is characterized and distinguished from other things; and none
barring Allah Almighty has the power to do all of those.
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The meaning of "Al-Musawwir" then is to give an undefined
thing or matter a certain form to define and determine it as distinctive
among the other things; and this explains the differences between the
creatures of Allah on the one hand, and the variation of the members
of every species on the other. Consider Allah's saying in this context:
"And among His Signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth,
and the variations in your languages and your colours; verily in that
are Signs for those who know." (Ar-Rum 22) "He it is Who shapes
you in the wombs as He pleases. There is no god but He, the Exalted
in Might, the Wise." (Al Imran 6)
It is narrated by At-Tirmidhi and others on the authority of Abu Musa
that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
said: "Allah Almighty created Adam "Peace be upon him" (the father of
mankind) from a handful of dust He Almighty took from all portions of
the earth; and this is why his offspring came as different as those
portions are: from amongst them, there are the white, the red, the black,
and whatever variations are between them, the easy and the hard, the
good and evil, and whatever variations are between them."
According to some learnt men, "Al-Musawwir" (the Bestower of
Forms) means to create the shapes and constitutions of the creatures, in
the best mold that is fitting for each of them, just as His Eternal Wisdom
requires it to be: "We have indeed created man in the best of moulds."
(At-Tin 4)
In this respect, Allah Almighty has given honour and superiority to
mankind over the whole of His creatures: He has given him the best
constitution, which is the most convenient to him: "We have honoured
the sons of Adam; provided them with transport on land and sea; given
them for sustenance things good and pure; and conferred on them special
favours, above a great part of Our Creation." (Al-Isra 70)
How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
If one wants to call to mind the beauty of the Name "Al-Musawwir"
(the Bestower of Forms), he should deeply consider the creation of
Allah, and observe how beautiful, different in form, various in shape
they are! How the plants, fruits, and flowers are different in colour, size,
taste and smell! He then should reflect how he is crated in the best of
molds and shapes. Moreover, he should not only restrict his reflection to
the outer beauty of form, but also he should go beyond to the beauty of
soul and whole-mindedness, and give thanks to Allah Almighty, Who
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has bestowed upon him the faculty to distinguish good from evil, and
what is beneficial from what is harmful.
In this connection, it is narrated that whenever the Messenger of
Allah "AUah's blessing and peace be upon him" fell in prostration (in
prayer), he would say: "My face did prostrate to Him, Who fashioned in
it both my (ears therewith I'm) hearing, and my (eyes therewith I'm)
seeing." This is pertaining to the apparent features of the body: what then
about the internal structure of the body, including the nervous, digestive,
and respiratory systems, in addition to the blood vessels, veins and
arteries, each of which works in the very manner and the order set by
Allah Almighty, Who has power over all things.
From amongst the supplications by that Name, a mention might be
made of the following: "O my God! From a (drop of) despised semen You
have (created and) given me certain form, and inside the darkness of (my
mother's) belly You were my Guardian, and breathed into me of Your
Spirit, one of the most mysterious secrets, and dressed me in the most
handsome suits of beauty, therewith You've given me honour (over a
greater portion of Your creatures). If I reflected with my sight that which
You've (created and) given shape, I soon would fall in prostration, by way
of giving thanks to (Allah) the Bestower of Forms and Colours; and if my
soul darkened, You soon would be the Light therewith to shine (with Your
Glory). Make me, out of Your Bounty, (one of those who) celebrate (Your
Praises) and give thanks to You; and keep me away from being screened by
any picture (whatsoever appealing and fair-seeming) from (You) the
Bestower of all forms, shapes, and colours: 0 You, ever Near (to His
servants) the Bestower of Forms and Colours: You have power over all
things: and Allah's Blessing and Peace be upon Muhammad, his family and
companions."
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Some learnt men supplicate Allah by that Name as follows: "Glory be
to Allah Almighty, unto Whom there is no like: Exalted and Hallowed be

85

Al-GhatTar (The One Who Forgives Again And Again)

His Power, therewith He has created all of His creatures, and given them
different forms."
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The portion of the one who celebrates Allah Almighty by that Name
is that Allah Almighty confers brightness and elegance on his face, and
helps him improve his deeds. Those of fine arts and crafts are from
among the people who should remember Allah by that Name most, so
that Allah Almighty would help them make perfect their works, and give
them success in their way of life.

AL-GHAFFAR

~\

(THE ONE WHO FORGIVES AGAIN AND AGAIN)
According to lbn Manzhur, "Al-GhatTar" is the One, Who
screens the sins of the faithful believers among His servants in
particular not only in the world, but also in the hereafter, and forgives
them for whatever mistakes and faults they might do.
This Name occurs in the Qur'an so many times. Allah Almighty says:
"But, without doubt, I am (also) He that forgives again and again, to
those who repent, believe, and do right, who, in fine, are ready to receive
true guidance." (Ta Ha 82) "The Lord of the heavens and the earth, and
all between, - Exalted in Might, Able to enforce His Will, Forgiving
again and again -" (Sad 66) "Ye do call upon me to blaspheme against
Allah, and to join with Him partners of whom I have no knowledge; and
I call you to the Exalted in Power, Who forgives again and again!"
(Ghafir 42) He further says: " Is not He the Exalted in Power, He Who
forgives again and again?" (Az-Zumar 5)
It is remarkable that Allah's Forgiveness is often joined to His Power:
although Allah Almighty is Exalted in Might, Able to enforce His Plan,
and has power to exact retribution from the sinful among His servants,
He, at the same time, is Most Kind and Merciful to them, as shown in
His forgiving them once they tum in repentance to Him whenever and
wherever they do so, since it is He, Who opens to them the gate of
repentance, so that He would plot out their sins, remove ill things from
their hearts, and besides, reward them according to the best of their
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deeds. That's "for He is unto them Most Kind, Most Merciful." (AtTawbah 117)
However, the Name "Al-Ghaffar" (the One Who forgives again and
again) reveals that Allah Almighty always shows the best of the deeds of
His believing servants, and conceals the worst of them in the world; and
in the hereafter, He let them pass without reckoning, after screening
them.
In this connection, it is narrated by Al-Bukhari on the authority of Ibn
Umar: I heard Allah's Apostle "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
saying: "Allah will bring a believer near Him to be sheltered with His
Screen and ask him: "Did you commit such-and-such sins?" He will say:
"Yes, my Lord." Allah will keep on asking him till he will confess all his
sins and will think that he is ruined. Allah will say: "I did screen your
sins in the world and I forgive them for you today." Then he will be
given the book of his good deeds. Regarding infidels and hypocrites
(their evil acts will be exposed publicly) and the witnesses will say:
"These are the people who lied against their Lord. Behold! The Curse of
Allah be upon the wrongdoers.'"' (Hood 18)
Forgiving again and again means that every time a believing servant
of Allah commits a sin and then he turns in repentance to Allah, He
Almighty accepts his repentance and forgives it for him. in other words,
with every new repentance of a sin, a new forgiveness occurs; and this is
out of Allah's Mercy, Kindness, Generosity and Bounty towards His
servants.
It is narrated by Ahmad and both sheikhs on the authority of Abu
Hurairah: I heard The Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
saying: "When somebody commits a sin and then says: "O my Lord! I
have committed a sin, please forgive me!" Then his Lord says: "My
slave has known that he has a Lord who forgives sins for which he also
punishes; I therefore have forgiven my slave (his sins)." Then he remains
without committing any sin for a while before he commits another sin
and says: "O my Lord! I have committed another sin, please forgive
me." Then Allah says: "My slave has known that he has a Lord who
forgives sins as well as he punishes for them; I therefore have forgiven
my slave (his sin)." Then he remains without doing any sin for a while
before he commits another sin (for the third time) and says: "O my Lord!
I have committed another sin, please forgive me!" Allah then says: "My
slave has known that he has a Lord Who forgives sins for which he also
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punishes; I therefore have forgiven My slave (his sin) thrice, he can do
whatever he likes.
11

"

The form of "Al-Ghaffar" suggests that Allah's Forgiveness extends
over all of His servants once they turn to Him and ask for His Mercy and
Kindness, no matter grievous and abundant the sins they have committed
might be. it is narrated by Al-Bukhari and others on the authority of Abu
Hurairah: The Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said:
A man used not to do good deeds. When death came closer to him, he
said to his sons: "After my death, bum me, (then crush me) and scatter
half (of the powder) in the sea, and the other half in the earth, for by
Allah, if Allah has control over me, He will give me such a punishment
as He has never given to anyone else." Allah ordered the sea to gather
what it has, and the earth to gather what it has of his particles. Allah
asked (him): "What caused you to do what you did?" He replied: "I
feared You, and You know better." So Allah forgave him.
11

11

how does one acquire the etiquette of that Name?
if one intends to have a portion of this good characteristic, he should,
first of all, be inclined to excuse his brothers and companions, ignore
their faults, overlook their mistakes, screen their defects, show and
appreciate their good merits, and safeguard their absence: he should have
the characteristics of forgiveness, clemency, leniency, kindness and
mercy.
Allah Almighty prompts His believing servants to have those good
merits according to which they should deal with one another in the
society, so that they themselves would have their sins plotted out, their
mistakes pardoned for them, and their defects screened by Allah
Almighty in the world and the hereafter: "But if ye forgive and overlook,
and cover up (their faults), verily Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful." (At-Taghaburi 14)
It is true that the All-Embracing Forgiveness is characteristic of Allah
Almighty, out of which He has placed a single portion into the hearts of
such of His servants as He pleases, the same as He has done with Mercy.
He further commands His believing servants to have this characteristic
as a part of their dispositions and manners: ''Tell those who believe, to
forgive those who do not look forward to the Days of Allah: it is for Him
to recompense (for good or ill) each People according to what they have
earned." (Al-Jathiyah 14)
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Moreover, He Almighty gives those of forgiveness and constant
patience a promise to be forgiven and rewarded with good in abundance
according to the best of their deeds: "But indeed if any show patience
and forgive, that would truly be an exercise of courageous will and
resolution in the conduct of affairs." (Ash-Shura 43)
Those are incentives that prompt people to be inclined to forgiveness,
mercy and kindness, and amnesty and pardon towards those who do
harm to them in exchange for retaliation particularly when one has
power to exact retribution. It is narrated that the Messenger of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "He, who screens (the
defect of) a believer (in the world), Allah Almighty will screen his faults
on the Day of Judgement." The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing
and peace be upon him" used to supplicate Allah saying: "Glory be to
Him, Who shows the best and screens the worst (of one)."
As to the benefits of the celebration of Allah by that Name, Allah
Almighty forgives the sins of the servant who supplicates Him by it,
screens his faults, covers up his defects, and shows only the best of him.
It is said that whoever remembers it one hundred times following the
prayer of Friday, the horizons of forgiveness will be shown to him. This
Name also has a wonderful secret therewith to change whatever evil is
lurking in hearts, and calm down the anger of those who become angry.
Therefore, whoever loves to have much more increase in his property
and children, and blessing in his sustenance, let him then supplicate
Allah with the following supplication: "I ask for Allah's Forgiveness (for
me), for He is the One Who forgives again and again" seventy times
every day and night.
It is narrated that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace
be upon him" said: "He, who sticks to asking for (Allah's) Forgiveness,
Allah Almighty grants him relief from every kind of distress, a way out
of every difficulty, and provides sustenance for him from sources that he
does not expect. Is it not that Allah Almighty says: "Ask forgiveness
from your Lord; for He is Oft-Forgiving; He will send rain to you in
abundance; Give you increase in wealth and sons; and bestow on you
gardens and bestow on you rivers (of flowing water)."" (Noah 10: 12)
It is relevant to mention the following supplication in the shade of
this Name: "O my God! You have opened for us a large doorway (of
Your Mercy), which has prompted our desire for Your Forgiveness,
Generosity and Pardon: You say, and You always tell the truth, that You
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forgive all sins (except the sin of ascribing partners to You
in worship).
Make Your glory rise upon our hearts with the lights of Your
Name "AlGhaff ar" (the One Who forgives again and again): I'm verily
the weak,
humble, modest, poor slave of You, who could not help do mistak
es (and
commit sins); and You are the Most Powerful, Exalted in Might
, Who
forgives again and again: I ask You to clean my heart off all
sins, and fill
it with lights (of faith), and to help us have the good manne
rs of this
Name, so that we could screen the defects of our brothers, and
avert their
sins with good, in order to have the splendour and honour in
this life and
the hereafter, and be kept (and saved) from the darkness of disobe
dience,
be it hidden or public: You really have power over all things;
and Allah' s
Blessing and Peace be upon Muhammad, his family and compa
nions."
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AL-QAHHAR
(THE IRRE SIST IBLE )
The Name "Al-Q ahhar " (the Irresistible) comes in the Qur'a
n in the
company of the Oneness of Allah Almighty, for the union
of both
Oneness and Irresistibility is indispensable. Consider, for
example,
Allah' s saying: "Or do they assign to Allah partners who have
created
(anything) as He has created, so that the creation seeme
d to them
similar? Say: "Allah is the Creator of all things: He is the
One, the
Supreme and Irresistible."" (Ar-Ra' d 16) He further says: "One
day the
Earth will be changed to a different Earth, and so will be the
Heavens,
and (inen) will be marshalled forth, before Allah, the
One, the
Irresistible." (Abraham 48)
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He Almighty says on the tongue of His Messenger Muhammad
"Peace be upon him": "Truly am I a Warner: no god is there but the
One God, Supreme and Irresistible. " (Sad 65) He also says in this
issue: "Had Allah wished to take to Himself a son, He could have
chosen whom He pleased out of those whom He doth create: but
Glory be to Him! (He is above such things.) He is Allah, the One, the
Irresistible. " (Az-Zumar 4) He says too: "The Day whereon they will
(all) come forth: not a single thing concerning them is hidden from
Allah. Whose will be the Dominion that Day? That of Allah, the One,
the Irresistible! " (Ghafir 16)
There are other occurrences of this Name even though in different
form "Qahir" with the same meaning. Take, for instance, Allah's
saying: "He is the Irresistible, (watching) from above over His
worshippers, and He sets guardians over you." (Al-An'am 61)
According to Ibn Manzhur, the linguistic concept of the Name "Al·
Qahhar'' is to overpower those inferior to Him, and get them under His
control, and subject to His Authority. Indeed, Allah Almighty has
overpowered all of His creatures, subjugated them to His authority, and
directed them to His Plan, willingly or unwillingly.
It also has the meaning of breaking the arrogant and putting to
humiliation the haughty obstinate ones, and putting to dust the nose of
the rebellious transgressors. Allah then is He, Whose retribution any has
no power to endure. With such Irresistibility as belonging to Him, the
whole creation will expire and come to an end, just with the conclusion
of this present life. This is when the trumpet will be sounded, therewith
all the inhabitants of both the heavens and the earth will swoon, except
such as Allah Almighty pleases. Then, Allah, the Truth, will raise this
question: "To Whom does the dominion belong now?" when there is no
answer, Allah Almighty Himself will reply: "To Allah, the One,
Supreme and Irresistible." Then, He will ask: "Where are the tyrants?
Where are the arrogant ones? Where are the haughty and rebellious
transgressors?" It seems that in the face of the Irresistibility of Allah
Almighty, everything fades away, and none remains but He, the AllPowerful, the Self-Subsisting, the Eternal, Who never dies.
However, death is one of the weakest means which signify Allah's
Irresistibility. For this reason, it is said in this context: "Glory be to Allah,
Who overpowers all of servants with the cup of death." While one is
walking on the ground, full of power, health, hope and youth, he soon
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might be seized by death, which brings him to the darkness of the grave,
suffering from loneliness far from the companionship of his people: where
is then his power? Where is his youth? Where is his health? Where are
his
hopes and desires? All of that leaves him in the lurch, with nothing
to
remain in his company in the grave but his deed. Let him reflect which
kind of companionship his deed is to him: is it good or evil?
According to some learnt men, "Al-Q ahhar" (the Irresistible) is He,
Who overpowers the infidels and unbelievers with His Clear Signs, and
overcomes the obstinate transgressors with His Evident Proofs. He
is
also the One Who makes the hearts of His devotees subject to His Will,
by having them stand with whole devotion at His Gate (of Mercy),
in
order to live in the shade of His Protection and Shelter. It is He, Who
makes subject the soul, which is a light (taken from His Light)
to
enlighten the dark body.
He further subjugates the different elements which He has created in
the world, and produced harmony out of their difference, in order to coexist in the service of mankind, with no digression nor divergence.
He Almighty overpowers His servants from among mankind by
death, and from amongst the angels by having them fall in prostration
to
Adam, by way of showing honour and respect for him. He overpowers
man by hunger, until he supplicates Him at the top of his voice, from the
depths of his heart: "O Lord! Provide me with sustenance!" He further
overpowers man by sleep, as well as He overpowers sleep by anxiety. He
overpowers the fire by the water, and the water by the air. He
overpowers the rock by the iron, and the iron by the fire: Glory be
to
Allah, the Supreme, the Exalted in Might, the Irresistible!
How does one acquir e the good manne rs related to that Name?
Man, as being one of Allah's servants, should take a portion of that
Name, which he is required to employ properly: he should overpower the
lusts and desires of his own soul, do his best to overcome the evil
suggestions of his companion from amongst the offspring of lblis, and have
his disposal of affairs inferior to the Will and Plan of Allah, the Best
Disposer of Affairs, Who always chooses the best of things for His servant
s.
To be sure; one could not be able to choose the best for himself,
for indeed, he has no full knowledge of both good and evil, nor does
he have the power to distinguish what is beneficial from what
is
harmful: " Say: "I have no power over any good or harm to myself
except as Allah willeth. If I had knowledge of the unseen, I should
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have multiplied all good, and no evil should have touched me: I am
but a warner, and a bringer of glad tidings to those who have faith.""
(Al-A'raf 188)
If man surrenders to Allah, he, indeed, will have become subject to
the Ordinance of Allah Almighty, overpowered his lusts and desires, and
referred all of his matters and affairs to His Will and Plan. In this
connection, the following supplication, though brief, is worthy
mentioning: "O Allah! Do not entrust (any of my matters) to myself,
even as short as an eye twinkling."
However, one's portion of the good and blessing of the Name "AlQahhar" (the Irresistible) varies according to his sincerity and truth in
his intention to overpower his own lusts and desires. It is desirable to call
that Name to remembrance at the times of sunrise and midnight,
particularly if he is under injustice and oppression of his enemies: "O
(Allah) the Compeller, the Irresistible, the Lord of Mighty Onslaught:
take back my right from him, who has wronged me, and bring it back to
me!"
If one has a certain need, which he likes to have it fulfilled, let him
then utter: "O (Allah) the Irresistible" one hundred times, and then raise
his hands with supplication, uncovering his head; and of a surety, Allah
will never disappoint him. Whoever falls in prostration, just after
offering the Duha prayer and then says: "O (Allah) the Irresistible",
Allah Almighty then makes him independent, and free from need.
From amongst the famous supplications by that Name, a mention
might be made here of the following: "O (Allah) the Compeller, the
Irresistible, the Lord of Mighty Onslaught: You are the All-Mighty, the
All-Powerful, Whose Retribution none has the power to endure."
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AL-WAHHAB
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(THE GRANTOR OF BOUNTIES WITHOUT MEASURE)
This is one of Allah's Most Beautiful Names and Characteristics, for
He, Who always grants His Favours and Graces to such of His
is
it
servants as He pleases, each according to what his deed leads him to
deserve.
It is true that one could not grant but what is in his possession, and
once he grants it, it moves to the ownership of the grantee: granting
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bounties without measure is characteristic only of Allah Almighty, to
Whose dominion all things belong, of which He grants with no measure
to whomever He pleases; and even though whatever is granted still
remains in His Possession.
"Al-Wahha b"
(the Grantor of Bounties without measure),
According to some learnt men, is He, Who always gives with no
mediators nor reasons for that, out of His overall Generosity, allembracing Bounty and all-extending Kindness and Mercy. He has all the
treasures of both the heavens and the earth, Whose Mercy and Favours
He pours over His servants: His hands are always stretched (to give His
servants whatever they want): He grants offspring to him who is barren
with no hope of having even a single child, and health to the sick and ill
one, and power to the weak among His servants, and right guidance to
him who is in error, and sound judgement and beneficial knowledge to
such of His slaves as He likes and wills:
"To Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth. He
creates what He wills (and plans). He bestows (children) male or
female according to His Will (and Plan), Or He bestows both males
and females, and He leaves barren whom He will: for He is full of
Knowledge and Power." (Ash-Shura 49:50) Say: "O Allah! Lord of
Power (and Rule), Thou givest Power to whom Thou pleasest, and
Thou strippest off Power from whom Thou pleasest: Thou enduest
with honour whom Thou pleasest, and Thou bringest low whom Thou
pleasest: in Thy hand is all Good. Verily, over all things Thou hast
power." (Al Imran 26)
"Al-Wahha b" (the Grantor of Bounties without measure) then is the
One, Who always gives His servants whatever they ask for, with no
purpose nor interest nor benefit He expects from them. For this reason,
one should not ask but Allah Almighty, nor should he take shelter but to
Allah Almighty, for it is He Alone, Who gives with no hope for any
reward from them.
One should not expect good but from Him, the Bestower of
Favours; and whoever calls to remembrance the Name of "AlWahhab", Allah Almighty opens to him all gates of goodness, and
gives him from sources which he never expects.
The Name "Al-Wahh ab" (the Grantor of Bounties without
measure) occurs three times in the Holy Qur'an, as shown in Allah's
saying: "Our Lord!" (they say), "let not our hearts deviate now after
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Thou hast guided us, but grant us mercy from Thine own Presence;
for Thou art the Grantor of bounties without measure." (Al Imran 8)
"Or have they the Treasures of the Mercy of thy Lord, the Exalted in
Power, the Grantor of Bounties without measure?" (Sad 9) He said:
"O my Lord! forgive me, and grant me a Kingdom which, (it may be),
suits not another after me: for Thou are the Grantor of Bounties
(without measure)." (35)
But the word occurs in the verb form (cf., Abraham 49; Ash-Shu'ara
21; and Maryam 50).
A servant could hardly be a grantor of bounty, whatsoever generous
and bounteous he might be; and that is because, as we mentioned earlier,
one could not grant but what is in his possession, and all that people have
is not really in their possession, for all things in the end belong to the
ownership of Allah, with none to share Him in this matter; and the
people are appointed by Allah as no more than trustees to dispose of
them in the very way and manner He sets for them: " and spend (in
charity) out of the (substance) whereof He has made you trustees." (AlHadid 7)
On the other hand, whatever generous and bounteous one might be,
and whatever gifts and charity he gives to others, there is, to be sure, a
reason for that, even though it is hidden. Concerning the faithful
believer, the reason why he gives in charity out of what Allah has
granted him is to get His reward in the hereafter in abundance, as
promised on the tongue of Muhammad, His Messenger "Peace be upon
him", unlike Allah Almighty, Who grants favours, bounties and graces
without measure for no reason, be it public or hidden: neither does He
hope for reward, nor does He fear punishment.
How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
But, does this mean man should not then give in charity, and spend
out of what Allah has granted him? Of course it does not mean so. One
should have his lot of this noble meritorious characteristic: he should
respond to Allah's Command to spend for His Sake out of the good
things, of which he is entrusted to dispose. That's because he is to receive
Allah's Favour upon him with gratefulness and gratitude; and it is out of
gratitude to give of what Allah grants him to the needy indigent and poor
ones among Allah's servants.
It is narrated that Abdullah Ibn Ja'far used to give in charity so much
out of what Allah granted him: never did something reach him but that
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he would spend it, therewith to keep good relations with his kith and kin,
his companions and friends. He was blamed for what he did, which was,
according to those who blamed him, a kind of extravagance, thereupon
he said to them: "No doubt, I've been accustomed to (see) something
from Allah Almighty, and He, in return, has been accustomed to (see)
something from me: He used to grant bounties to me without measure,
and I used to give His servants (as much as is within my capacity). If
then I desist from my habit with Him, I am afraid He would desist from
His habit with me."
It is well-known that Abu Bakr As-Siddiq spent all of his property in
the Cause of Allah; and when the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing
and peace be upon him" asked him: "What has you left for your family?"
he said to him: "I've left for them the (love of) Allah and His
Messenger."
As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah by that Name "AlWahhab" (the Grantor of Bounties without measure), we mentioned
earlier that remembering it so often leads to more increase in one's
property and wealth. According to some religious scholars and righteous
men, whoever keeps celebrating Allah by His Name "Al-Wahhab" many
times following the Duba prayer, Allah Almighty makes easy for him to
be independent and free from wants. It is relevant in this respect to recite
Allah's saying: "O Lord! let not our hearts deviate now after Thou hast
guided us, but grant us mercy from Thine own Presence; for Thou art the
Granter of bounties without measure" (Al Irnran 8) seven times after
every (obligatory) prayer.
The following supplication might be mentioned in this connection:
"O my God! Grant us Light (from the Light of Your Glory), therewith to
discover whatever (deeds) You love and are well-pleased with, and thus
be able to avoid whatever deeds that lead to disobedience to You! (0 my
God!) grant us health (and power) in our bodies, abundance in our
sources of life, and length in our lifetimes. Grant us the pleasure of
knowledge in our hearts, of making our souls witness (the Light of the
Truth), so that we could sacrifice ourselves and our property, with no
(expectation of) reward nor (private) purpose, just for the Sake of Your
Countenance, 0 (Allah) the Granter of Bounties without measure, the
Most Merciful."
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AR-RAZZAQ
(THE BESTOWE R OF SUSTENANCE)
It is Allah Almighty Alone Who provides sustenance for all of His
creatures, each according to his need, for it is He Who has created the
creation and guaranteed to give each its due livelihood. The sustenance
is of two types: those related to the body, such as food, drink, clothes,
etc; and those related to spirit and mind, such as knowledge, purity of
hearts and cleanness of souls.
It is well-established that none could provide sustenance barring
Allah Almighty, Who determines people's livelihood and sources of life
from the very moment they are created as a leech-like clot of congealed
blood in the womb. In this connection, it is narrated in both Sahibs on
the authority of Abdullah: Allah's Apostle "Allah's blessing and peace
be upon him", the true and truly inspired said: "(The matter of the
Creation of) a human being is put together in the womb of the mother for
forty days, and then he becomes a leech-like clot for a similar period,
and then a piece of flesh for a similar period. Then Allah sends an angel
who is ordered to write four things. He is ordered to write down his
deeds, his livelihood, his (time of) death, and whether he will be blessed
or wretched (in religion). Then the soul is breathed into him."
Allah Almighty Himself ensures to provide sustenance for all of His
creatures, as shown in His saying: " And in heaven is your Sustenance,
as (also) that which ye are promised. Then, by the Lord of heaven and
earth, this is the very Truth, as much as the fact that ye can speak
intelligently to each other." (Adh-Dhariyat 22:23)
But, although people know this fact, i.e. that their sustenance is
assured to them, never do they act upon it: on the contrary, they are
diverted by what is assured to them from what is required from them,
and it is this that leads them to fall into error. This error is clearly
manifest when other deities, which could neither benefit nor harm them,
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nor do they have power to create nor provide sustenance, are served in
derogation of Allah, the Only Creator, the Only Bestower of Sustenance.

In explaining the significance of the Name "Ar-Razzaq" (the
Bestower of Sustenance), it is said that it is He, Who feeds souls by
helping them (to devote themselves to him Alone), and purifies the
hearts of those righteous, by affirming their faith and trust in Him.
It is further said that "Ar-Razzaq" (the Bestower of Sustenance) is He,
Who assigns property and wealth to the rich among people, as well as He
assigns to the poor among them the honour of observing the Glory and
Majesty of Allah, the One Who gives sustenance. It is He, Who provides such
of His servants as He pleases the favour of satisfaction and contentment with
whatever is granted to them, no matter little it might be; and thus they come to
be free from injustice, resentment, hatred and jealousy.
The term "Ar-Razzaq" (the Bestower of Sustenance) does not occur
in this very form but only once in the Qur'an: " For Allah is He the
Bestower of (all) Sustenance, the Lord of Power, steadfast (forever)."
(Adh-Dhariyat 58) but it occurs many times in the verb form. Consider,
for instance, His saying: " It is Allah Who has created you: further, He
has provided for your sustenance; then He will cause you to die; and
again He will give you life." (Ar-Rum 40) "O ye who believe! Eat of the
good things that We have provided for you and be grateful to Allah, if it
is Him ye worship." (Al-Baqarah 169)

How does one acquire the etiquette of that Name?
One could get his portion of that good characteristic if he, first of all,
sticks to the celebration of the Praises of Allah, by day and night, as
standing, sitting and lying, makes of himself a treasure of Allah's
property put as trust under his guardianship to dispose of in the way and
method set by Allah Almighty, and further makes his tongue a means of
relationship between him and the creatures of Allah Almighty, and asks
Allah to provide him with a beneficial knowledge therewith to guide him
to the right path, a good tongue, therewith to celebrate the Praises of
Allah, and a generous hand, therewith to give in charity and spend out of
his substance in the Cause and for the Good Pleasure of Allah.
To be sure, when Allah Almighty loves one of His servants, He
then makes people's needs of him so much, and, at the same time,
gives him the love of fulfilling them: "It should be known that the
people's needs entrusted to you to fulfill are out of Allah's Favours
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and Graces upon you. For this reason, do not be exhausted by them,
because by doing so, you, in deed, become tired of Allah's Favours."
The benefits one gets from the Name "Ar-Razzaq" are that the one
who celebrates the Praises of Allah by it comes to live in abundance of
sustenance, and Allah Almighty confers upon him of His Favours and
Graces, be they open or hidden. One should put in mind that as well as
Allah Almighty has no partner in His Creation, He also has none to join
Him in the matter of giving sustenance: " There is no moving creature on
earth but its sustenance dependeth on Allah: He knoweth the time and
place of its definite abode and its temporary deposit: all is in a clear
Record." (Hud 6)
One further should be well-pleased and satisfied by ·whatever
sustenance is assigned to him by Allah Almighty, no matter little it might
be in comparison with others, for all of that is due to Allah's Perfect
Wisdom which is beyond any reason to perceive: Allah, the Bestower of
Sustenance should be praiseworthy in all the states; and one should not
ask but Him for sustenance, since there is none but He, in Whom one
should put his trust.
No doubt, the one who understands well the reality of the fact that
Allah Almighty is the Only Bestower of Sustenance comes to have no
concerns about the matter of livelihood, for indeed, the following
proverb is enlightening in this issue: "He, whose sustenance is incumbent
upon Allah Almighty, let him not then be grieved nor put to difficulty!"
In this connection, it is narrated that one of those indigent complained
to Umar Ibn AI-Khattab, the Commander of the Believers, that he had so
many dependents, thereupon Umar said to him: "Go to your house, and
consider your dependents; and drive out anyone of them whose
sustenance is incumbent upon you (and not upon Allah)."
It is also reported that if anyone of you rode (a carpet of) wind in
flight of his sustenance, his sustenance would then ride (a carpet of)
lightning (towards him until it would) precede (to stick to) him. The
main point here is that one does not get but the sustenance that is
doomed to him to have, even though he strives his utmost to get more;
and what is doomed to one to have never fails to reach him.
It is true that one's sustenance is assured to him by Allah Almighty,
He, at the same time, enjoins upon man to work hard in order to gain his
earnings, through different ways. Take, for example, Allah's saying: " It
is He Who has made the earth manageable for you, so traverse ye
through its tracts and enjoy of the Sustenance which He furnishes: but
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unto Him is the Resurrection." (Al-Mulk 15) man then should labour in
search of his sustenance, following the legal ways and lawful methods to
get it, no matter difficult they might be, for it is well-known that what is
lawful is always more difficult than what is unlawful.

As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, according to many
learnt men, whoever sticks to remembering it in the very early morning,
will be granted a good understanding, therewith to perceive what is
ambiguous; and whoever calls it to remembrance before the one with
whom he has a certain need, his need will be fulfilled.
The following supplication taken from some righteous people is
relevant in this context: "O Allah! 0 Allah! 0 Allah! The One Who
knows the finest mysteries and secrets of things, the Bestower of
Sustenance, the All-Powerful, the Exalted in Might: to You do belong
the keys of (the treasures of) both the heavens and the earth: it is You
Who enlarges sustenance for such of Your servants as You please, and
restricts it for such of Your servants as You please. So (0 Allah), enlarge
(livelihood) for us out of Your sustenance such as to enable us have
access to Your Mercy, and out of Your Mercy such as to keep us away
from Your Wrath and Anger, and out of Your Forbearance such as to
have Your Pardon extend over us; and end our lives with happiness with
which You ends the lives of Your devotees; and make the best and the
happiest of our days that on which we will meet You; and remove us, in
the world, from the fire of lusts and desires, and admit us, with the help
of Your Bounty (and Generosity), to the (large) fields of mercy."
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(THE ONE WHO DECIDES THE MATI'ERSJ
This Name "Al-Fattah" does not occur in the Holy Qur'an in this
form except for once: " Say: "Our Lord will gather us together and will
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in the end decide the matter between us (and you) in Truth and justice:
and He is the One to decide (the matters), Who knows all.'"' (Sheba 26)
"Al-Fattah", from the linguistic point of view, stands for the judge,
who decides the matters of people, and passes his judgements between
them in truth: " Our Lord! decide thou between us and our people in
truth, for thou art the best to decide (the matters)." (Al-A'raf 89) ·
When this Name is attributed to Allah Almighty, as one of His Good
Characteristics, with which He describes Himself, He is, according to
lbn Al-Athir, the One Who opens, by His Decision, the gates of
sustenance and mercy to such of His servants as He pleases, as well as
He opens the sights of His servants, to see the truth, and follow the paths
of peace.
This good characteristic is related to both power and knowledge: with
the help of Allah's Power, everything that is close comes to be opened,
and with the help of His Right Guidance, every difficulty that is
problematic comes to be solved. Of a surety, Allah Almighty, with His
Perfect Knowledge, opens the hearts of the believers to accept faith, as
well as He opens to the disobedient ones the gate of His Forgiveness.
Al-Ghazali says: ""Al-Fattah" is the One, Who opens, with His
Decision, for his Prophets and devotees, the kingdoms and states, which
He brings out of the hands of their enemies." Then, he quotes Allah's
saying in this issue: "Verily We have granted thee a manifest Victory."
(Al-Fath 1)
However, the relation which this Name "AI-Fattah" has with
Allah's Power is clearly manifest in His saying: " What Allah out of
His Mercy doth bestow on mankind there is none can withhold: what
He doth withhold, there is none can grant, apart from Him: and He is
the Exalted in Power, Full of Wisdom." (Fatir 2)
Its relation with Allah's Knowledge is shown also in His saying:
"With Him are the keys of the Unseen, the treasures that none knoweth
but He. He knoweth whatever there is on the earth and in the sea. Not a
leaf doth fall but with His knowledge: there is not a grain in the darkness
(or depths) of the earth, nor anything fresh or dry (green or withered),
but is (inscribed) in a Record clear (to those who can read)." (Al-An'am
59)
"Al-Fattah" then is the One Who opens with His Decision not only
the gates of sustenance, but it is more right to say that He is the One
Who opens with His Decision and Command the gates of all things: it is
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He, Who opens to the learner the way to learn well; to the scientist and
scholar the way to understand the truth; to the inventor the way to devise
what is beneficial to mankind; to the fighter in the Cause of Allah the
way to victory; and to the one put to distress the way out of difficulty, in
order to be relieved.

How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
One's portion of that Name is that when he understands the fact that
Allah Almighty Alone has the power to decide all the matters, and with
such Decision He opens the doorways of all things, he then comes to
adhere to Him wholeheartedly with sincere devotion, with nothing to
divert himself from sticking to Him: the more he is put to distress and
difficulty, the more he is confidently sure of Allah's relief to come.
It is out of good · manners that one should deeply consider the
significance of this Name, and try to understand the meaning of the good
characteristic related to it. In this way, he will get its blessing, and live
under its umbrella: he should not be hasty to have his invocations and
demands responded to by Allah Almighty, nor should he be disturbed by
Allah's Decrees against him. On the contrary, he has to adorn himself
with the ornament of patience and hope, depending upon the proverb that
says: "Verily, constant patience acts as the master key of relief."

As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah by the Name "Al·
Fattah" (the One Who decides), it is mentioned that if one sticks to
remembering that Name, while placing his hand upon his breast, Allah
Almighty purifies his heart and removes from it all reasons for distress,
difficulty and grief; and when one knows well that Allah is the One Who
opens with His Decision and Command the gates of all things in the
world and the hereafter, his heart will not be attached but to Him Alone,
and his thoughts will adhere but to Him Alone.
From amongst the good supplications by that Name, a mention might
be made of the following one: "O Allah, the One Who decides all the
matters, the All-Knowing, the One Who is completely free from all
wants, the Most Generous and Honoured: open my heart (to faith) with
Your Light (of Glory); bestow Your Mercy upon me, by (making me
adhere to) obedience to You; screen me from disobedience to You; grant
me the favour of (having) knowledge of You; make me, with the help of
Your Power, independent from mine, with Your Knowledge from mine,
with Your Will from mine, with Your Good Characteristics from mine!"
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We might further supplicate Allah with the following supplication:
"O my God! You are the One Who decides all matters: You open, by
Your Decision and Command, the gates of sustenance to Your servants,
with the help of Your Generosity and Bounty, and provide them with
Your Favours in abundance, therewith to open the hearts, and give them
acquaintance of the deep mysteries of (a portion of) the unseen. It is You
Who open the gates of the sky by accepting the invocations: so, open to
us the gates of Your Mercy, and instruct us in that which we do not
know, pertaining to the secrets of both body and spirit: You are the One
(in Whose hand are) the treasures (of all things), and Decisions, and You
have power over all things: and Allah's Blessing and Peace be upon
Muhammad, his family and companions."
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AL-'ALEEM ~I
(THE O:MNISCIENT)
The Name "Al-'Aleem" (the Omniscient, the All-Knowing or the
One Full of and Perfect in Knowledge) occurs in the Qur'an over one
hundred and fifty times; and it is related to different characteristics
according to the context in which it occurs, such as wisdom, exaltation in
might, etc. consider, for example, Allah's saying: " They said: "Glory to
Thee: of knowledge we have none, save what Thou hast taught us: in
truth it is Thou Who art perfect in knowledge and wisdom."" (AlBaqarah 32) " To Allah belong the East and the West: whithersoever ye
tum, there is Allah's countenance. For Allah is All-Embracing, AllKnowing." (115) "Our Lord! Accept (this service) from us: for Thou art
the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing." (127) " So fear Allah; for it is Allah
that teaches you. And Allah is well acquainted with all things." (282)
"Verily, thy Lord will decide between them by His Decree: and He is
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Exalted in Might, All-Knowing." (An-Naml 78) " Or He bestows both
males and females, and He leaves barren whom He will: for He is full of
Knowledge and Power." (Ash-Shura 50)
The Name which comes in different forms in the Qur'an reveals to the
fact that Allah's Knowledge of all things is perfect, all-embracing, and
ever round all of His creatures; and He grants a portion of it to such as
He pleases. It is He, from Whom nothing is hidden whatsoever: "He
knows of (the tricks) that deceive with the eyes, and all that the hearts (of
men) conceal." (Ghafir 19)
Allah's Knowledge then is to comprehend what had been in the past,
what is at present, and what will be in the future. That's because Allah's
Full Knowledge of things is prior to their coming to being: ·" With Him
are the keys of the Unseen, the treasures that none knoweth but He. He
knoweth whatever there is on the earth and in the sea. Not a leaf doth fall
but with His knowledge: there is not a grain in the darkness (or depths)
of the earth, nor anything fresh or dry (green or withered), but is
(inscribed) in a Record clear (to those who can read)." (Al-An'am 59)
The knowledge in general is to have acquaintance of a certain thing
as it is really in existence. When this characteristic is attributed to Allah
Almighty, it means He is the One Who attains the final utmost and the
furthest end of knowledge, which none barring He could reach; for every
item of knowledge pertaining to mankind stems in the end from the
Knowledge of Allah Almighty, as a gift from Him, which He bestows
upon such as He pleases of them.
However, the essential difference between Allah's Absolute Full
Knowledge and man's knowledge, is that Allah's Knowledge is infinite,
unbounded, never-ending, which has no limit at which it terminates;
while the knowledge of mankind is bounded, restricted, and
predetermined, which has a certain limit at which it terminates.
Suppose, for the sake of argument, that knowledge could be divided
into one hundred portions, the same as is mercy, then, Allah Almighty
has assigned only a single portion thereof to all of His creatures, and
kept with Him the remaining ninety-nine portions; and it is within the
framework of this single portion that mankind have been constituting all
of their sciences, knowledge disciplines and civilizations, as of the
creation of Adam until the Day of Judgement: whatever the fields of
knowledge increase in number, depth, quality and quantity, there should
be a limit at which man's knowledge terminates.
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Allah Almighty keeps for Himself the knowledge of so many things,
which none barring He could know, (and the matter of the unseen, and
the exact time of the Day of Judgement are typical), except such of His
servants as those Messengers and angels nearest to Him: "He (alone)
knows the Unseen, nor does He make anyone acquainted with His
Mysteries, Except a Messenger whom He has chosen: and then he makes
a band of watchers march before him and behind him, That he may know
that they have (truly) brought and delivered the Messages of their Lord:
and He surrounds (all the mysteries) that are with them. and takes
account of every single thing." (Al-Jinn 26:28)
In general, there are five principal things, whose Knowledge is kept
with Allah Alone, on the exclusion of all of His servants; and they are
shown in His saying: " Verily the knowledge of the Hour is with Allah
(alone). It is He Who sends down rain and He Who knows what is in the
wombs. Nor does anyone know what it is that he will earn on the morrow;
nor does anyone know in what land he is to die. Verily with Allah is full
knowledge and He is acquainted (with all things)." (Luqman 34)
To be sure, of those five, there are three, which none from amongst
mankind could, by all measures, argue about, or even try to dispute with
Allah over them, i.e. the knowledge of the Hour of Judgement, of death,
and of sustenance. As to the rainfall from the sky, it is true that
meteorologists have expectations of the probabilities and possibilities of
rainfall, depending upon their study of the atmosphere, but their
expectations, in many cases, fail to confirm the reality.
It is true also that, with the help of the modem medical equipment,
people have now access to know the size, constitution and type of the
fetus, and whether it is male or female. But, this is not the whole
knowledge that's intended by Allah's saying that He knows what is in the
womb: it is no more than a portion of the full knowledge that is
particular to Allah Alone, apart of anyone of His servants. Allah
Almighty knows, for instance, what that is in the womb will be after
birth, whether he will be of the blessed happy or the miserable wretched
ones; whether he will be rich or poor, and whether he will be of the
inhabitants of the Garden or of the denizens of the fire of Hell. This
knowledge is of the unseen, which none of mankind, whatever he might
be, has power to know.
Allah's Knowledge then is absolutely comprehensive, eternal,
everlasting, since it is prior to the creation of all things, as well as it is a
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cause of their existence, in comparison with the knowledge of His
servants, which is short, partial, and limited: " of knowledge it is only a
little that is communicated to you, (0 men!)" (Al-Isra 85)
Moreover, people's knowledge is divergent, and it varies in degree
from one to another, since they themselves are different, and superior to
one another not only in the matter of knowledge, but also in all of their
characteristics and merits: " We raise whom We will, degree after
degree: for thy Lord is full of wisdom and knowledge." (Al-An'am 83)
"We raise to degrees (of wisdom) whom We please: but over all endued
with knowledge is One, the All-Knowing." (Yusuf 76)
The scholars and learnt men try to summarize the distinctions
between Allah's Knowledge and the people's knowledge in six points:
I-Allah's Knowledge is ever round all things, from Whom nothing could
be hidden nor concealed; and of course, this includes what is visible
and what is unseen; while people's knowledge is exclusive to certain
things, and restricted only to what is visible.
2- Allah's Knowledge never changes with the change of the content of
the information, for indeed, it is prior to everything in existence, in
comparison with the knowledge of people, which is vulnerable to
change and modification with the change of information available
from time to time, and the new discoveries and inventions of more
specific and accurate equipment, which always put an end to what
was, in favour to what is going to be.
3- Allah's Knowledge is not a result of both senses and mind, for it is
an eternal characteristic belonging to Him, beyond senses and reason;
and in no way could any sense or mind be able to perceive it. But
there is no way for the knowledge of people to come but senses and
mind, which act as the primal source of all they acquire during their
lives; and since one's senses and mind are limited, whatever
perception results from them should be bounded and restricted to the
very things they are capable of observing and knowing.
4- Allah's Knowledge is constantly firm, too inviolable to perish or
come to an end: neither slumber nor sleep could seize Him, and He is
not to forget anything; and all of those are characteristic of people's
knowledge, which is accessible to extinction and loss.
5- Allah Almighty never is occupied by the knowledge of a certain
thing from the knowledge of another: His Knowledge is completely
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full and perfect of all things simultaneously; and of course, man
stands on the opposite of this.
6- Allah's Knowledge is infinite, ceaseless, and never-ending, in
comparison with people's knowledge, which has a final limit at which
it terminates.
Of a surety, the one endued with knowledge has a high position in the
Sight of Allah, provided that he should act upon the principles and rules
of what he knows; and whoever acts upon what he knows, Allah grants
him the privilege of having acquaintance of what he knows not.
No doubt, fearing Allah, and warding off evil, enlighten one's heart,
and help him acquire more knowledge: " So fear Allah; for it is Allah
that teaches you. And Allah is well acquainted with all things." (AlBaqarah 282) " 0 ye who believe! if ye fear Allah, He will grant you a
criterion (to judge between right and wrong)." (Al-Anfal 29)
Allah Almighty raises in degrees those endued with knowledge and
gives them superiority over those who are not as shown in His saying:
"Allah will raise up, to (suitable) ranks (and degrees), those of you who
believe and who have been granted Knowledge. And Allah is wellacquainted with all ye do." (Al-Mujadilah 11) "Are those equal, those
who know and those who do not know? It is those who are endued with
understanding that receive admonition." (Az-Zumar 9)
How does one acquire the etiquette of that Name?
It is of no benefit to one to have knowledge in absence of its etiquette:
the one endued with knowledge should, first of all, have the characteristic
of humbleness, modesty and respect. He further should put in mind that
the aim of the knowledge he is granted is not to show off in order to be
seen of men: on the contrary, he should always put before his eyes the firm
and resolute objective, for which he is endued with this knowledge, i.e. to
be a source of benefit to people as possible as it could be.
In this connection, it is narrated by At-Tabarani on the authority of
Umm Salamah that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's ble'ssing and peace
be upon him" said: "He, who learns knowledge with the sole intention to
vie in rivalry with the scholars, or to argue, with the help of it, the
foolish ones, will be admitted to the fire (of Hell)."
It is further narrated by Abu Na'im on the authority of Ali lbn Abu
Talib that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon
him" said: "He, who learnt (even no more than) forty Prophetic
traditions, with the sole intention to instruct, with the help of them, (the
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members of) my nation what is lawful and what is unlawful, Allah then
will enlist him, on the Day of Judgement, (in the register of scholars) as
one endued with knowledge.
One endued with knowledge should also feel shy of Allah Almighty,
and this is related to his fear of Him: it is well-known that the more one
becomes acquainted with knowledge, the more he fears Allah Almighty.
One should put in mind that he is always in need of more knowledge,
and that over anyone endued with knowledge, there is the one who is
more knowledgeable.
As to the celebration of Allah Almighty by that Name, it makes
fruitful his knowledge, and he is given the privilege of good
understanding and knowledge of religion. Verily, Allah Almighty orders
His Messenger, and consequently the faithful believers, to say: 0 my
Lord! Advance me in knowledge!" so, let everyone supplicate Allah by
that Name. one might use the following supplications by that Name:
11

11

0 Allah! We ask You (to help us have) firmly constant faith,
devoutly submissive heart, beneficial knowledge, sincere certainty (of
faith), true religion (pure of all perversion and change); and we ask You
(to grant us) power therewith to get rid of every distress (and difficulty).
11

11

~ ..!JJLiJ '1.-il.i ~ ..!JJLiJ ,~t>.«~

\.U

1Wb fa~l ..!JJL.i lil t+1JI»

..!JJLiJ
t

•

-

,,.. •

t

•

•

J5 l,,rA ~WI ..!JJ1.w.1J ,~ ~,) ..!JJ-...;J 1lhL,..

"O Allah! I seek refuge with You from (the evil effect of) knowledge
that is of no benefit, from (having) a heart which never submits (to Allah
in service), from a soul which is never satisfied (with what is granted to
it by Allah), from an eye which never sheds tears (in submission to the
celebration and remembrance of Allah), and from an invocation, which
is not responded to."
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0 Allah! We ask you the full repentance, and comprehensive
forgiveness, the love which joins hearts in affection, the all-embracing
knowledge, the shining lights (of faith), the clear argument (therewith to
defend our faith), and the high degree (in the Garden): and Allah's
Blessing and Peace be upon Muhammad, his family and companions."
11
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AL-QABID
(THE ONE WHO TAKES HOLD)
This is one of Allah's Names, and it has a general meaning, which is
to draw something to oneself. But, there are many side meanings which
we can get from it: it is the antonym of "Al-Basit" (the One Who
enlarges).
However, it is up to Allah Almighty to enlarge or restrict the
sustenance of such of His servants as He pleases: " It is Allah that
straightens grasp or enlarges (sustenance for you), and to Him shall be
your return." (Al-Baqarah 245) 11 If Allah were to enlarge the provision
for His Servants, they would indeed transgress beyond all bounds
through the earth; but He sends (it) down in due measure as He pleases.
For He is with His Servants Well-acquainted, Watchful." (Ash-Shura 27)
It is narrated by At-Tabarani and Al-Hakim on the authority of
Qatadah that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" said: "Indeed, if Allah Almighty loved any of His servants,
He would protect him from (the evil effects of the pleasures of this)
world (by constricting sustenance for him). 11
It is narrated by Ahmad and Abu Dawud on the authority of Anas that
the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said:
"Verily, Allah Almighty is the Creator, Who constricts or enlarges
(sustenance for such as He pleases), the Bestower of Sustenance, the One
Who Gives power (to whomever He likes). No doubt, I hope to meet
Allah Almighty, and none has any complaint against me, pertaining to
blood and property."
It is also up to Allah Almighty to take hold of the souls of His
creatures, whenever and wherever He likes. In this connection, it is
narrated by Ahmad and Al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu Qatadah that
the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said:
"Verily, Allah has taken hold of your souls once He willed, and brought
them back to you once He pleased."
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It is He Almighty, Who will withhold mercy from the infidels and
unbelievers on the Day of Judgement, until they lose all hope for Allah's
Soothing Compassion, for none despairs of Allah's Soothing Compassion
barring those, who disbelieve in Him.
In general, Allah Almighty is He, Who takes hold of souls with His
Irresistible Power, the spirits with the help of His Justice, and restricts
sustenance for such of His servants as He pleases according to His
Perfect Wisdom, which none has power to understand, and consequently
to discuss. He is also the One Who afflicts people with grief, by arousing
in them the fear of His Majesty and Glory.
How does one get the good manners related to that Name?
In order that anyone of the faithful believers would have this
characteristic as a part of his disposition, he should withhold his hand
from what is unlawful, desist from doing harm to others, forbid his
tongue to have false and useless talks, keep his mind away from evil
thoughts, his ears from hearing what is evil, his sight from seeing and
looking at what is unlawful: in short, he should withhold all his organs
from evil. Furthermore, the one who celebrates the Praises of Allah by
that Name, should ask Allah to withhold evil from him, and clean his
heart from all kinds of impurities.
The following supplication by that Name is important: "O my God!
You are the One Who takes hold of the forelocks of (all of Your)
servants, Who disposes of their hearts and souls in the way You please:
afflicting people with sadness might seem to put people to difficulty and
distress, but it is, to be sure, the core of goodness (and benefit for them).
Had it not been for afflicting people with grief, surely, they would not
have turned, with politeness, to You in repentance. The more You afflict
people with grief, the more they come in awe to You, because of their
fear of Your Majesty and Glory. 0 Allah! Grant us the power, therewith
to take hold of the reins of ourselves, so that they would be able to get
Your Good Pleasure; and give us resolute firmness, therewith to take
hold of everyone getting in touch with us, so that he would stand in
Your obedience: You have power over all things; and Allah's Blessing
and Peace be upon Muhammad, his family and companions."
~I ... ~ c_IJJ')1J '-:"Pl

i.j

.J_ra:ll •.>l:-JI l,f""'I}

J.;.

~WI ..:...it ~pl

~J ·~.fl4 .>~I .!.I..... '-:".>\; L. ~I 'J _,.t; .~I ~ ..:SJJ ,~ .;Al.la.II

rt..j J.;. ~ ~ •;

tf1l'

~'

.y1 J~ ~ <.)"~'

i.j

&.... '-:".>b '-:"Pi

110

Allah's Most Beautiful Names

iJhi ~~I;. JS'~~~ w

1:.-:...1.J ,..!,l;L,.; J" Ir[._;;. 'J ?

~.J JT ~.J ~ u~ ~ .&1 ~.J ... J.!..u ~~JS'~

,1:....A;t

..!J.;l ..!.l::.P~ Wli
.«r-L.J

AL-BASIT

U"'.Jb1--~~.
~\

(THE ONE WHO ENLARGES)
It is up to Allah Almighty to enlarge sustenance for such of His
servants as He pleases, by virtue of His Mercy, Grace and Bounty, and
restricts sustenance for such of His servants as He pleases, by way of
putting them to trial, in order to distinguish those of them who stick to
their faith in Him, from those of them who reject Him.
This is shown clearly in many locations in the Holy Qur'an. Take, for
instance, Allah's saying: " Verily thy Lord doth provide sustenance in
abundance for whom He pleaseth, and He provideth in a just measure:
for He doth know and regard all His servants." (Al-lsra 30) " If Allah
were to enlarge the provision for His Servants, they would indeed
transgress beyond all bounds through the earth; but He sends (it) down in
due measure as He pleases. For He is with His Servants Well-acquainted,
Watchful." (Ash-Shura 27)
As well as Allah Almighty afflicts with grief such of His servants as
He likes, in order to give rise in them to the fear of His Majesty and
Glory, He also cheers up whomever He pleases, in order to stimulate in
them the hope for His Good Pleasure and contentment. As well as He
Almighty takes hold of people's souls at death, He Also spreads spirits
into their bodies at their creation and resurrection.
"Al-Basit", according to some learnt men, is He, Who gives you
security (from the punishment of the fire of Hell) by virtue of His
Forgiveness and Pardon. Al-Ghazali tells that Allah Almighty cheers up
His servants with the portents of hope and expectation for the rewards
they will receive in the hereafter.
On the other hand, the process of enlargement applies not only to
sustenance, but also to knowledge, power, health, etc. to enlarge one's
knowledge, for instance, is to grant him the good understanding and
faculty therewith to get knowledge in abundance.
How does one get the etiquette of that Name?
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If one intends to have a good portion from that Name, let him then
adorn himself with its good manners: he should stretch his hand with
kindness to all of the people surrounding him in general, and those
among them in need and want in particular; and he should not withhold
his hand from doing good as much as is within his capacity.
The one who has such a characteristic, as Al-Ghazali puts it
powerfully, is He, who is inspired by Allah the best items of wisdom,
and the best statements therewith to express the widest meanings:
sometimes, he cheers up the people, by reminding them of Allah's
Favours and Graces He bestowed upon them; and sometimes, He afflicts
them with grief, by warning them of His Majesty and Glory; and, to be
sure, both are characteristics of all the Messengers and Prophets whom
Allah Almighty sent as warners of Allah's Punishment (for the
disobedient) and givers of glad tidings (for the obedient).
As well as one might be aggrieved or even happy, whether there are
certain reasons for that or there are not, one should give thanks to Allah
in the state of happiness, and keep patient in the state of grief.
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, the learnt men are
of the opinion that one should combine both the Names of "Al-Qabid"
and "Al-Basit" in his supplication; and whoever sticks to calling to
remembrance the Name of "Al-Basit", Allah Almighty enlarges
sustenance for him in abundance, removes all distresses and anxieties
from him, and makes him lovable to all of those who see him.
The following supplication is significant in this respect: "O my God!
You are the One Who cheers up souls (of such of Your servants as You
please) by making them witness (the portents and signs indicative of)
Your Existence, as well as You are the One Who grants, with abundance,
prowess to bodies, out of Your Generosity and Bounty. Manifest Your
Glory upon us, with the Light of Your Name "Al-Basit" (the One Who
enlarges), so that its shining lights would rise on our organs; and thus,
whoever sees us will be cheerful, with his breast expanded (with joy)."

..!J.....,,I ;~ l:J ~

,!},,_,..; r4~ .la....~IJ ,!b~ ~).ill .la....~I \!..it ~p>

.«1;.J..,p

c::._r.;IJ ~1 lii; c:r.J ,~;1,r, .)s- •;l_,;T ~ ~ ,Ja..,.~1

112

Allah's Most Beautiful Names

AL-KHAFID

."P·?~tt
~

(THE ONE WHO BRINGS LOW)
It is true that this Name does not occur in this form in the Holy
Qur'an, but it is mentioned by the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing
and peace be upon him" in a Certain narration as the twenty-third Name
of those belonging to Allah Almighty. But, the characteristic related to it
is attributed to the Day of Judgement as shown in Allah's saying: " When
the Event Inevitable cometh to pass, Then will no (soul) entertain
falsehood concerning its coming. (Many) will it bring low; (many) will it
exalt." (Al-Waqi'ah 1:3)
According to the interpretation of Al-Qurtubi, it will have a low
voice, so as to cause those who are near to hear; and it will make a loud
voice, too high to make those who are far to hear. According to AsSuddi, it will lower those arrogant to degradation, in the same way it will
raise to a high degree those who are humble and modesty. Qatadah tells
that it will put to humiliation many by Allah's Punishment, as well as it
will raise others in position by virtue of their obedience to Allah.
According to Umar lbn Al-Khattab, it will bring low Allah's enemies in
the fire of Hell, in the same way as it will raise high Allah's devotees in
the Garden. Muhammad Ibn Ka'b says that it will lower many who were
arrogantly high in position in the world, and it will raise in degree many
who were low in the world. lbn Ata says that it will bring low many by
virtue of justice, as well as it will bring high many out of (Allah's)
Bounty.
Although both names are attributed to the Day of Judgement, it is
well-established that the Only One Who raises in degree such of His
servants as He pleases, and brings low whomever He likes, is Allah
Almighty, Who will do this on the Day of Resurrection, and it is not that
the day itself will do so. That's for He always raises to high degrees and
lofty positions His devotees from amongst the righteous and faithful
believers, and brings to a very low status those who are His enemies
from amongst His servants.
To bring low is then to put someone to humiliation and disgrace, after
having been arrogant, haughty and insolent. It is also to bring falsehood
and its followers to the lowest bottom, in contrast with raising the truth
and its people to the highest position. It is to put to humiliation those
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disobedient and prove too arrogant to submit to Him, and lower the faces
of those upon whom His Wrath falls. He brings low the unbelievers by
making them among the wretched and miserable in the world and the
hereafter, and His enemies by driving them away from His Mercy.
It is He, Who brings low, by His Power, the unbelievers and infidels,
the arrogant and insolent by His Glory and Majesty, and those of false
forgeries by demonstrating their lies and fakes that they invent. In short,
He always brings low all of those who deviate from the principles and
laws of His Religion, no matter rich or powerful they might seem.
How does one get the good manners related to that Name?

If one intends to have a portion of that Name "Al-Khalid", he should
strive his utmost to overpower his arrogance, diminish his haughtiness,
and regard himself as one of the weakest of Allah's creatures (in the
Sight of his Lord Almighty). He further should put to degradation the
status of Tulis, Allah's avowed enemy, i.e. he should not listen to his evil
suggestions, and rather scorn his false claim of being high.
As well as one should regard as insignificant the state of the
unbelievers and infidels, he, at the same time, should be kind and dutiful
to his parents, to whom he should lower his wing of humility, out of
mercy and compassion. Moreover, he should behave humbly and
modestly towards all of the righteous faithful believers, in
implementation of the command of the Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" in this respect.
From amongst the supplications in the shade of this Beautiful
Name, it is important to relate the following: "O my God! You are the
One Who brings down the arrogant ones by Your Compelling (them to
submit to You), Who puts to humiliation the haughty ones by Your
Power, 0 (Allah) the Supreme, the Most High, the Most Magnificent,
Who makes manifest Your Glory in the help and aid (You grant to such
of Your servants as You please): You are really the Best Protector, the
Best Helper! I ask You (0 Allah) to grant me power from (the bounty of)
Your Might, therewith to put to humiliation the arrogance of every
rebellious transgressor, and overpower (the evil of) my soul and my
perverse Satan (companion), be humble, modest and kind towards my
parents, and show humility (out of politeness) to everyone of the
Muslims, and give him preference over myself, so that I would get a
good portion of the Light of this Great Name: You have power over all
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things; and Allah's Blessing and Peace be upon Muhammad, his family
and companions."
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(THE ONE WHO RAISES IDGHJ
This Name, like the previous one, does not occur but in the verb
form in the Qur'an: "Those Messengers We endowed with gifts, some
above others: to one of them Allah spoke; others He raised to degrees
(of honour); to Jesus, the son of Mary, We gave Clear Signs, and
strengthened him with the holy spirit." (Al-Baqarah 253)
He Almighty further addresses His Messenger Muhammad "Peace be
upon him": " And raised high the esteem (in which) thou (art held)."
(Ash-Sharh 4) Allah also tells about His Prophet Idris: "And We raised
him to a lofty station." (Mary 57) in relation to the faithful believers, and
those endued with knowledge, Allah Almighty says about them: " Allah
will raise up, to (suitable) ranks (and degrees), those of you who believe
and who have been granted Knowledge. And Allah is well-acquainted
with all that ye do." (Al-Mujadilah 11)
It is Allah's way of dealing with His creatures that He always raises
high some of them over others in rank, by way of putting them to trial, as
shown in His saying: " and We raise some of them above others in ranks,
so that some may command work from others. But the Mercy of thy
Lord is better than the (wealth) which they amass." (Az-Zukhruf 32)
But, this is different from the raising in the sense of lifting up the
things, which applies to the heavens, as explained in His saying: " Allah
is He Who raised the heavens without any pillars that ye can see; then
He established Himself on the Throne (of Authority)." (Ar-Ra'd 2)
To be sure, the One Who raises high is Allah Almighty Alone, and
there is none to share, or even to dare to join Him in this
characteristic. It is He, Who raises some of His servants in degrees,
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ranks, positions, as well as it is He, Who raises to the heaven the
good statements caused by one's good deeds. He further raises high
the esteem of His Prophets, devotees, and martyrs, the righteous and
pious amongst His servants; and it is a well-established fact that
whomever Allah Almighty raises high in degree and rank, none has
the power to bring him low, and whomever He Almighty lowers
down, none has the power to raise him high.
It is He, Who has raised the heavens as high as none could see but the
portents and signs indicative of its existence; and He has raised up the
Throne of Authority to be the top and ceiling of all of His creatures. It is
He Almighty, Who raises high the clouds and birds to be carried by the
air, in addition to all the celestial bodies of the outer space with no pillars
to be fixed by them.
The One Who has such a good characteristic should, by nature, be
entrusted to dispose of the affairs of all of His servants, and take care of
their interests and benefits: " Say: "O Allah! Lord of Power (and Rule),
Thou givest Power to whom Thou pleasest, and Thou strippest off Power
from whom Thou pleasest: Thou enduest with honour whom Thou
pleasest, and Thou bringest low whom Thou pleasest: in Thy hand is all
Good. Verily, over all things Thou hast power." (Al lmran 26)
Many were those who belonged to the best class among their
societies, who were highly appreciated by their people, and regarded as
lofty in their sights! But, when it was Allah's Plan to bring them low,
they came to be lowered and put to humiliation within a night and a day.
On the contrary, there were a lot of persons, who were regarded low in
the sight of their people; and once Allah's Will to raise them in degree
and rank came to existence, they soon attained such supremacy and
preeminence as none could ever expect them to get. That's because it is
the Power of Allah, Who raises and brings low such of His servants as
He pleases, gives might and puts to humiliation such as He likes.
How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
One who lives in the shade of this Great Name, should make good his
deeds, purify his heart, clean his inside from any kind of evil. He further
has to strive his utmost to do good deeds, so that Allah Almighty would
raise high his degree and join him to the righteous of His servants.
If he does so, he is the one, to whom the following correct
narration of Al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu Hurairah applies: "
the Garden is for him who holds the reins of his horse to strive in
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Allah's Cause, with his hair unkempt and feet covered with dust: if he
is appointed in the vanguard, he is perfectly satisfied with his post of
guarding, and if he is appointed in the rearward, he accepts his post
with satisfaction; (he is so simple and unambiguous that) if he asks
for permission he is not permitted, and if he intercedes, his
intercession is not accepted."
However, he, who wants to be really raised high in degree, should
adorn himself with the ornament of humility and modesty, in response to
the narration in which the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" says: "Whoever behaves humbly for the sake of
Allah, He Almighty then raises him in degree; and whoever proves too
arrogant to submit to Him, He Almighty brings him low (and puts him to
humiliation and disgrace)."

As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, one should combine
both Names "Ar-Rafi"' (the One Who raises high) and "Al-Khafid"
(the One Who brings low), as shown in the following supplication: "O
(Allah) Who brings low (such of Your servants as You please)! Lower
(and put to disgrace) the position of him, who intends to put us to
humiliation; and 0 (Allah) Who raises high (in degree and position such
of Your servants as You please)! Raise us up (in Your Sight) by virtue of
the secret of our being Your vicegerents (on earth)."

.«4t~I r. l:JJJI d'J \u ,l:J ..l...4i ;_. iJU ~I c.,,.4il> tu»
"O my God! You've manifested Your Glory by (the Light of) Your
Name "Ar-Rafi"' (the One Who raises high), therewith You've raised the
esteem of Your Prophets and devotees, to whom You've shown whatever
Divine miracles and marvelous things (You intended to show), and
whose souls You've raised to Your Presence, and removed (the causes
of) their anxieties, therewith they have come to seek but for (the Aid and
Help of) You, pecause the sight of their souls see You! So (0 Allah)!
Grant us the greatest portion of the Light of Your Name "Ar-Rafi"',
therewith to raise high our status, and (give us the power to) raise (in
degree) those whom You love, and execute Your Commandments and
Judgement; so that we would be able to raise (others) and be raised (by
You), out of Your Virtue and Bounty, 0 (Allah), the One Who raises
high, the Helper: You have power over all things; and Allah's Blessing
and Peace be upon Muhammad, his family and companions."
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AL-MU'IZZ, AL-MUDHIL ~ - ~
(THE ONE WHO GIVES HONOUR,

THE ONE WHO PUTS TO HUMILIATION)
Allah Almighty is the Exalted in Might, without Whom none could
have power, and it is up to Him to grant power to such of His servants as
He pleases, and put to humiliation and disgrace such of His servants as
He pleases. This is shown clearly in His saying: "Say: "O Allah! Lord of
Power (and Rule), Thou givest Power to whom Thou pleasest, and Thou
strippest off Power from whom Thou pleasest: Thou enduest with
honour whom Thou pleasest, and Thou bringest low whom Thou
pleasest: in Thy hand is all Good. Verily, over all things Thou hast
power." (Al Imran 26)
It is a well-known fact that 11 honour belongs to Allah and His
Messenger, and to the Believers; but the Hypocrites know not. 11 (AlMunafiqun 8) the main point here is that Allah Almighty never grants
honour and power but to His devotees and those Whom He loves, by
virtue of their righteousness and good deeds; and this is alone which
makes one much closer to Allah Almighty.
Furthermore, Allah Almighty grants power to such as takes refuge to
Him, and seeks His Shelter; and whoever succeeds to get Allah's
Protection and Shelter, none could have power to wrong or even do harm
to him. For this reason, whoever thinks, though falsely, that if he seeks
protection and shelter with these of power and authority among people,
has, indeed, chosen the wrong direction, and favoured falsehood to the
truth. It is narrated in this respect that whoever seeks power and honour
of some people other than Allah Almighty, Allah then puts him to
humiliation and disgrace at their hands.
Admittedly, what makes man worthy of honour and power is his
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obedience to, and compliance with Allah's Commands and Orders. It is
because of such obedience that He Almighty grants power to His
devotees, takes care of them and lets them live under His Protection, and
further forgives for them by virtue of His Kindness and Mercy.
So, whoever sticks to celebrating the Praises of Allah by all of His
Names with which He names Himself, and His Characteristics with
which He describes Himself, Allah then raises him to the peak of power
and honour, and places in the hearts of others the feeling of respect and
admiration for him. Ali Ibn Al-Husain has told the truth when he says:
"He, who intends to have power with no clan (to protect him), honour
with no authority (to affirm it to him), and richness with no wealth or
property (to assure it), let him then leave the humiliation of disobedience
for the power of obedience (to Allah Almighty)."
Ibn Ata is not far from this fact when he says: "If you intend to have
an everlasting eternal power, do not seek power (with those who are)
perishable." The eternal power which never perishes is independent from
all reasons and causes, through relying upon the Only Causer, for He
Alone is the Living, Self-Subsisting, Eternal; and anything else other
than Him should perish and come to an end. For this reason, to stick to
Him is, indeed, to adhere to honour, which never perishes. As to the
perishable power, it is dependent upon the causes and reasons, and not
their Causer; and since those are perishable, then, to stick to them leads
to adhere to a power, which is perishable. Thus, to stick to Allah
Almighty is to adhere to eternal honour
On the other hand, nothing other than disobedience to Allah puts one
to humiliation, for it severs the relationship between man, the weak and
helpless, and Allah, His Lord, the Exalted in Might, the Full of Power,
unless it is followed by sincere repentance, and turning in humility to
Allah Almighty for forgiveness, in confirmation to the following saying:
"An item of disobedience, which leads to humiliation and dependence
(upon Allah Almighty), is better than an act of obedience, which leads to
power, honour and consequently arrogance."
That's for both humiliation and dependence (upon Allah) are
characteristics of one's servitude (to Allah Almighty); and both loftiness
and supremacy are contradictory to that, since they are characteristics of
Lordship; and there is no good in what leads to anything that contradicts
the characteristics of one's servitude and submission (to his Lord).
As well as Allah Almighty grants power to such as believe in Him, do
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righteous deeds, and know well Allah's Rights and Obligations upon
them, He, at the same time, puts to humiliation, and pitches with
disgrace such as tum away from His Glory, deviate from His Religion,
and oppose His Instructions and Commands. Consider, for instance, the
case of the Jews: when they transgressed all due limits in their obstinacy,
perverted Allah's Words and Statements, and displaced them from their
original locations, they were given to such humiliation and disgrace as
shown in Allah's saying: Shame is pitched over them (like a tent)
wherever they are found, except when under a covenant (of protection)
from Allah and from men; they draw on themselves wrath from Allah,
and pitched over them is (the tent of) destitution. This because they
rejected the Signs of Allah, and slew the Prophets in defiance of right;
this because they rebelled and transgressed beyond bounds. (Al Imran
112)
This is, in general, the state of the unbelievers and infidels: all of
them are exposed to shame, humiliation and disgrace: " But those who
have earned evil will have a reward of like evil: ignominy will cover
their (faces): no defender will they have from (the wrath of) Allah: their
faces will be covered, as it were, with pieces from the depth of the
darkness of Night: they are Companions of the Fire!" (Yunus 27)
This is their state in the world; and in the hereafter, their punishment
will be much more humiliating as shown in Allah's saying: " The Day
whereon they will issue from their sepulchres in sudden haste as if they
were rushing to a goal-post (fixed for them), Their eyes lowered in
dejection, ignominy covering them (all over)! Such is the Day which
they are promised!" (Al-Ma'arij 43:44)
How does one get the good manners related to that Name?
The way to honour and power is clear: it is to remove the veil of
forgetfulness and heedlessness from the hearts, and stick to all reasons
and means that bring one much closer to the Presence of Allah. It is
further to tum away from the false claims of those of error and material
benefits, and to follow the ways and traditions of those of righteousness.
But, any way else is, of a surety, to put one to humiliation and
disgrace, the same as Allah Almighty does with the unbelievers and
infidels with His True Justice.
It is He, Who put to shame the disobedient and insolent ones, who
worshipped false deities in derogation of Him: " Those who took the calf
(for worship) will indeed be overwhelmed with wrath from their Lord,
11
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and with shame in this life: thus do We recompense those who invent
(falsehoods)." (Al-A'raf 152) It is He, Who covers with shame such as
transgress all bounds in their trespasses, and resist Allah and His
Messenger: " Those who resist Allah and His Messenger will be among
those most humiliated." (Al-Mujadilah 20)
There are different ways of putting to humiliation: as well as He
might disgrace the rich wealthy one with poverty, He also would put the
healthy powerful one to shame with ailment, weakness and sexual lust
therewith he becomes subject to the authority of a certain woman, or
material desire, therewith he submits to property and wealth, behind
which he lags along his lifetime, having no care whether it is lawful or
unlawful.
For this reason, one should supplicate Allah as follows: "O Allah!
Do not put us to humiliation but to You Alone, and make us powerful
and honourable by virtue of Your Power and Honour!"
From the important supplications by both Names of "Al-Mu'izz" and
"Al-Mudhill", a mention might be made of the following: "O Allah! You
grant power as well as cover with shame (such of Your servants as You
please): whomever You intend to grant power and honour becomes
powerful and honourable, and whomever You intend to put to
humiliation becomes humiliated and disgraced. All power and honour be
with You (Alone), and all (our) humiliation and submission be to You
(Alone). (0 Allah!) in exchange for whatever honour that withholds us
from You, we ask You to endow us with submission and subjection to
You Alone, in association with the mysteries of Your Mercy; and in
exchange for whatever (positions of) presence that screen us (from Your
Light), we ask You absence (from others provided that it is) in the
company of the Lights of Your Love."
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"O my God! You grant power and honour to such as You love: so,
admit them to the umbrella of Your Mercy, manifest Your Glory to them
with Beauty, so that they would turn to You, and entertain them with
Your Gardens, so that they would rely on You Alone, glorify Your
Ceremonies, and help such as seek Your Power, and become
independent with Your Bounty and Generosity. 0 my God! Manifest

As-Samee• (The AU-Hearing)

121

Your Glory to us by Your Name "Al-Mu'izz, and grant us power and
honour, so that none sees us without the Crown of Power and Honour on
our heads, and thus, he submits to You, 0 (Allah), Who give power and
honour (to such of Your servants as You please): You have power over
all things!"
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"O Allah! You are the One Who puts Your enemies to humiliation,
and covers the disobedient ones with disgrace, by afflicting them with
distresses and disasters: I ask You to manifest Your Glory to me, with
the provision of Your Name "Al-Mudhill", so that I would be able to put
myself and Evil One to humiliation, and disgrace every rebellious
obstinate transgressor. (0 Allah!) Keep me from the humiliation of
disobedience and ignorance, and make easy for me every difficulty, and
facilitate to me every trouble and coronate me with the crown of respect,
so that every infidel and wicked transgressor should submit to me: You
have power over all things; and Allah's Blessing and Peace be upon
Muhammad, his family and companions" .
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(THE ALL-HEAR ING)
This Name occurs in the Qur'an so many times, and in most cases, it
comes in the company of Allah's Name Al-' Aleem (the All-Knowing).
Consider Allah's saying: "Our Lord! Accept (this service) from us: for
Thou art the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing." (Al-Baqarah 127) " Allah
will suffice thee as against them, and He is the All-Hearing, the AllKnowing." (137)" And make not Allah's (name) an excuse in your oaths
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against doing good, or acting rightly, or making peace between persons:
for Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing." (224)
In some cases, it is mentioned in the company of "Al-Baseer'' (the
All-Seeing), as shown in Allah's saying: " Allah chooses Messengers
from angels and from men for Allah is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing."
(Al-Hajj 75) " And your creation or your resurrection is in no wise but as
an individual soul: for Allah is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing."
(Luqman 28) " seek refuge, then, with Allah: Verily, He is the AllHearing, the All-Seeing." (Ghafir 56)
Sometimes, this Name comes in the company of "Al-Qareeb" (the
One Who is Ever Near to His servants) as shown in Allah's saying:
"Say: "If I am astray, I only stray to the loss of my own soul: but if I
receive guidance, it is because of the inspiration of my Lord to me:
He is the All-Hearing, (ever) near."" (Sheba 50)
It might further come solely, with no other Names to be related to it;
and the following supplication of the Prophet Zakariyya is typical: "O
my Lord! grant unto me from Thee a progeny that is pure, for Thou art
He that heareth prayer!" (Al Imran 38) a mention might be made here of
the following Holy Verse on the tongue of Abraham: "Praise be to Allah.
Who hath granted unto me in old age Ishmael and Isaac: for truly my
Lord is He, the Hearer of Prayer!" (Abraham 39)
However, the reason for its coming solely as such, may be, in the first
case, that it is in the context of supplication from a Prophet to his Lord,
Who, in turn, heard and subsequently responded to it immediately; and
in the second case, it is a praise and gratefulness from Allah's Prophet
Abraham to his Lord, for a desire, for which he had a great longing; and
it , in the end, was fulfilled by virtue of Allah Almighty.
"As-Samee" (the All-Hearing) then is the One, Who perceives all of
what might be heard, no matter hidden or concealed it might be, for
nothing could escape from His Hearing; and no call might occupy Him
from the other, nor is it befitting for Him to be troubled by the numerous
voices of all of His creatures, in the heavens and on earth, for He is the
One Who hears all things clearly and distinctively: He Almighty hears
every utterance and whisper, and every suggestion and thought within
minds and souls; and He further hears the prayer of those in need, and
responds to His devotees and the righteous of His servants: " Or, who
listens to the (soul) distressed when it calls on Him, and who relieves its
suffering, and makes you (mankind) inheritors of the earth? (Can there
be another) god besides Allah? Little it is that ye heed!" (An-Naml 62)
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He Almighty hears the praises and thanks of those who show
gratitude to Him for all of His Favours and Graces He bestowed upon
them, and He gives them reward for such praises and thanks. With His
Power, He further hears the private talks one has within himself, the
secret speech of his mind, and the deep thoughts of his soul, which none
could be acquainted with barring Allah.
Allah Almighty describes Himself as the One Who always hears the
dialogues and arguments between men, some of which He accepts, as
confirmed by His saying to His Messenger: " Allah has indeed heard
(and accepted) the statement of the woman who pleads with thee
concerning her husband and carries her complaint (in prayer) to Allah:
and A1lah (always) hears the arguments between both sides among you:
for Allah is the AH-Hearing, All-Seeing." (Al-Mujadilah 1)
For this reason, it is not surprising that AJlah criticizes and blames
the unbelievers and infidels, who reject the fact that He always hears
whatever secrets and privates talks one might have not only with
others, but also with himself: " Or do they think that We hear not
their secrets and their private counsels? Indeed (we do), and Our
Messengers are by them, to record." (Az-Zukhruf 80)
This absolute Hearing necessitates that He should also be All-Seeing,
AJI-Knowing, and Ever Near to all of His servants; and this is why this
Name comes, in most cases, in the company of those Characteristics.
Consider here the fo1lowing Holy Verse, in reply to the fears of both
Moses and Aaron that Pharaoh might harm them, or behave insolently
towards them: " He said: "Fear not: for I am with you: I hear and see
(everything)." (Ta Ha 46)
To be sure, Allah Almighty has endowed man with a portion of the
faculties of hearing and seeing, as shown in His saying: " Verily We
created Man from a drop of mingled sperm, in order to try him: so We
gave him (the gifts of) Hearing and Sight." (Al-Insan 2) " It is He Who
brought you forth from the wombs of your mothers when ye knew
nothing; and He gave you hearing and sight and intelligence and
affection: that ye may give thanks (to Allah)." (An-Nahl 78) "It is He
Who has created you (and made you grow), and made for you the
faculties of hearing, seeing, feeling and understanding: little thanks it is
ye give." (Al-Mulk 23)
It is remarkable that the faculty of hearing is brought forward before
the faculty of seeing in both Holy Verses; and that's because the
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perception by hearing always is prior to the perception by seeing: do you
not observe that once the child is born, he responds to what he hears by
his ears earlier than he takes heed to what he sees with his eyes?
How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
Allah Almighty has bestowed upon us the faculty of hearing, in order
to use it in what is beneficial, and restrain it from what is harmful:
"Those who listen to the Word, and follow the best (meaning) in it: those
are the ones whom Allah has guided, and those are the ones endued with
understanding." (Az-Zumar 18)
One then should train himself to listen to the best of things; and of
course, there is no better than the Qur'an. For this reason, one should
listen to the Qur'an, understand its significances, reflect its meanings,
and act upon its principles, in order that he would become of those, about
whom Allah Almighty tells that they say: "We hear, and we obey, (we
seek) Thy forgiveness, our Lord, and to Thee is the end of all journeys."
(Al-Baqarah 285) In this way, he is unlike those, about Whom Allah
Almighty tells that they say: "We hear and we disobey"; and they had to
drink into their hearts (of the taint) of the Calf because of their
Faithlessness. (93)
Based upon that, one should observe Allah Almighty, as much as he
could, for it is He, Who hears whatever suggestions, secrets, whispers
and thoughts are lurking within himself: what then about what he
speaks? He further should pay his attention with whole devotion
whenever the Qur'an is recited before him, in response to Allah's saying:
" When the Qur' an is read, liste11 to it with attention, and hold your
peace: that ye may receive Mercy." (Al-A'raf 204)
That's because the one who listens without understanding what he
hears, or even acting upon its principles, looks like an animal, as shown in
Allah's saying: " The parable of those who reject Faith is as if one were to
shout like a goat-herd, to things that listen to nothing but calls and cries:
deaf, dumb, and blind, they are void of wisdom." (Al-Baqarah 171)
Furthermore, he might, in this way, be regarded as even dead, as
shown in Allah's· saying: but thou canst not make those to hear who are
(buried) in graves." (Fatir 22) " Truly thou canst not cause the Dead to
listen, nor canst thou cause the Deaf to hear the call, (especially) when
they tum back in retreat." (An-Narnl 80) Verily, man in general should
be deemed far above both, since Allah Almighty gave him superiority
over a greater portion of His creatures. For this reason, he should be
worthy of such superiority.
According to some learnt men, if one comes much closer to Allah
11

11
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Almighty with the help of the supererogatory (prayers and deeds other
than what is obligatory), Allah Almighty then loves him, and pours light
over his hearing, therewith his sight has the power to see what is beyond
the concrete matter, in response to the correct narration, in which Allah
Almighty says: "My servants never comes closer to My Presence far
better than he does with the help of what I have enjoined upon him; and
My servant keeps coming closer to me with the help of the
supererogatory (prayers and deeds other than what is obligatory) until I
love him. When I love him, I come to be his Hearing therewith he hears,
his sight therewith he sees, his hand therewith he strikes (Allah's
enemies), and his feet therewith he walks (in Allah's Way): if he asks me
(for anything), I will soon give him; and if he seeks refuge with Me, I
will soon give him shelter."
As to the celebration of Allah Almighty by that Name, some
scholars tell that whoever calls to mind this name so often, he will have
his invocation responded to, and Allah will save him from hearing
difficulty and deafness.
The following supplication is relevant in this respect: "O (Allah) AllHearing, Who are ever near and always respond (to Your servants), Most
Kind and Loving: Protect us from the affliction of the (splendour and
delights of) this world, from the affliction of women, lust, heedlessness,
from the injustice of (the evil ones among Your) servants, and from the
evil conduct; and forgive for us our sins, make good our consequences,
remove evil from us, and deliver us from distress, and make for us a way
out of it: You have power over all things."
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AL-Baseer ~l
(THE ALL-SEEING)
This is one of Allah's Most Beautiful Names: "Al-Baseer" (the AllSeeing) is the One, Whose sight encompasses all things in the worlds, be
they hidden or public, small or big, trivial or significant. When Sight is
attributed to Allah, it becomes the power therewith all things that could
be seen by vision are clearly visible: " No vision can grasp Him. But His
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grasp is over all vision: He is above all comprehension, yet is acquainted
with all things." (Al-An'am 103)
In commentary of this Holy Statement, it is said that Allah Almighty
tells that He comprehends all things related to vision; and this gives a
clear proof that none barring He could be well-acquainted with the
reality of the vision of His creatures, and why it is assigned to eyes apart
from the other organs of the body; and since none has full knowledge of
the reality of the vision of His creatures: what then about Him, Whom no
vision could grasp?
On the other hand, the Name "Al-Baseer" (the All-Seeing) occurs so
many times in the Holy Qur'an; and a mention might be made here of the
following: " Allah sees well all that they do." (Al-Baqarah 96) " Allah
sees well all that ye do." (110) " in Allah's sight are (all) His servants."
(Al Imran 15)" Glory to (Allah) Who did take His servant for a Journey
by night from the Sacred Mosque to the Farthest Mosque, whose
precincts We did bless, in order that We might show him some of Our
Signs: for He is the One Who heareth and seeth (all things)." (Al-Isra 1)
" That which We have revealed to thee of the Book is the Truth, confirming what was (revealed) before it - for Allah is assuredly, with
respect to His servants, well acquainted and Fully-Observant." (Fatir 31)
What is certain then, in which there is no doubt, that Allah Almighty
comprehends all of His creatures with His Sight, from which nothing
could be hidden whatsoever it might be: Glory be to Him, Who is ever
Present, and it is not befitting for His Majesty to be absent for even a
single moment, during night or day; and Glory be to Him, Who see what
is in the darkness of the land, what is in the far depths of seas and
oceans, and what is under the earth. Glory be to Him, Who knows the
tricks of the eyes, and what is concealed within the breasts.
According to Al-Ghazali, Allah, the All-Seeing is He, Who see all
things, and His Sight is Exalted from having a like or a match, or a
change. Such being the case, it has the power to see the whole rea1ities of
things in existence, with no flaw that might have its effect on the sight of
Allah's creatures.
However, both Names "Al-Baseer'' and "As-Sarni"' occur always
together, for indeed, they are concomitant, in such a way that it is
difficult to think of one in absence of the other. Allah Almighty has
granted both faculties to man, perchance he might know how Kind,
Merciful and Compassionate Allah is towards him, to which he should
be grateful.
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If one intends to thank Him for the Grace of sight, he should reflect
with the help of it the dominion of both the heavens and the earth, so that
he might be guided to the Power of Allah, Who Alone has the right of
service: "Do they see nothing in the government of the heavens and the
earth and all that Allah hath created? (Do they not see) that it may well
be that their tenn is nigh drawing to an end? In what Message after this
will they then believe?" (Al-A'raf 185)

How does one get the good manners related to that Name?
It is then incumbent upon everyone endowed with the faculty of
seeing to consider with deep scrutiny the whole creation of Allah
Almighty, and how it is completely perfect, perchance he might take
heed: " Take warning, then, 0 ye with eyes (to see)!" (Al-Hashr 2) " In
this is a warning for such as have eyes to see." (Al Imran 13)
One further should use this faculty only in what is good: therewith, he
should read that which is a source of benefit to him, and do righteous
deeds for which he receives rewards in the hereafter: whenever he sees a
poor one, he should soon help him become free of want; and whenever
he sees a weak one, he should soon behave kindly towards him; and
whenever he sees a wronged person, he should soon help him take his
right; and whenever he sees an orphan or a needy one, he should soon
show mercy and compassion to him; and once he sees one endued with
knowledge, he should show all respect and regard for him; and once he
sees a wrongdoer, he should forbid him to commit injustice; and once he
sees something disapproved by the laws and principles of the religion, he
should change it but legally and with just causes; and finally, whenever
he sees something that is unlawful for him to see, he should soon lower
his gaze from it, in response to Allah's Command: " Say to the believing
men that they should lower their gaze and guard their modesty: that will
make for greater purity for them: and Allah is well acquainted with all
that they do." (An-Nur 30)
But, many are those endowed with the faculty of eyesight, therewith
they fail to perceive the truth, and see the light on which they might be
guided aright, for " Truly it is not their eyes that are blind, but their
hearts which are in their breasts." (Al-Hajj 46) On the other hand, many
are those, deprived of such a faculty, but, at the same time, they can, by
virtue of the sight of their hearts, and the light of their minds and
understandings, be able to see the truth and right guidance, of which
their brothers who have the favour of vision are blind.
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To be sure, the real sight then stems from the light of the sound heart,
the shrewdness of mind, the sincere and true sense with which the
faithful believer is endowed, and the inspiration which one gets out of
his sincere faith. To lose vision then is not to prevent one from attaining
the truth, and having well acquaintance of the deep facts and realities,
which could hardly be perceived by the eyesight.
It is further incumbent upon the faithful believer to know with
certainty that Allah Almighty sees all that he does and acts, a fact for
which he should observe Allah in all of his deeds; and this is the
faithfulness to which the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" referred when he was asked by Gabriel who came to
him in a form of a man, in order to instruct people in their religion: "It is
to worship Allah as if you see Him, and if you cannot really see him,
then you must consider that He is seeing you."
As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah by that Name, it is
said that whoever remembers it more often, Allah Almighty opens his
sight, and helps him do what is righteous of deeds and what is beneficial
of words. According to some learnt men, whoever recites it with
consideration one hundred times in the period between the two-rak'ah
prayer of Fajr, i.e. the sunnah, and the Morning (obligatory) prayer on
Friday, Allah Almighty puts him under His Sight of Care. The following
supplication might be fitting in this connection:
"O Allah, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing! Make me get benefit of
my hearing and seeing, and make both of them a source of goodness for
me (in the world and the hereafter)."
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It is narrated that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" used to supplicate Allah Almighty as follows: "O
Allah! Make our portion of fearing You (as much) as to keep us
therewith from disobeying You; and of Your obedience (as much) as
to help us therewith attain Your Garden; of certainty (of faith as
much) as to lighten therewith for us the (serious effects of the)
distresses and disasters of this life; and make us get benefit of our
(faculties of) hearing, seeing and power, as long as you causes us to
live; and make that a source of goodness for us; and enable us to
exact retribution from those who are unjust to us, and help us against
those who show enmity to us; and do not make our (main) affliction
in our religion; and do not make the (material benefits of this) life
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occupy our greatest concern, nor the utmost of our knowledge
(beyond which it could never go); and do not help against us those
who neither fear You nor have mercy towards us: 0 (Allah), Most
Merciful, and Most Kind of those who are kind."
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AL-HAKAM
(THE JUDGE)
Allah Almighty is, to be sure, the Wisest, the justest, and the fairest of
all judges. It is He, Who decides all the matters and settles the disputes
between His creatures; and it is not befitting for His Majesty that one
should seek a judge else other than He: "Shall I seek for judge other than
Allah?" (Al-An'am 114)
However, this Name is the twenty-ninth of Allah's Beautiful Names.
It occurs so many times in the verb form in the Qur'an: " Allah will judge
between them on the Day of Judgment, as to their differences." (An-Nahl
124) " hold yourselves in patience until Allah doth decide between us:
for He is the best to decide." (Al-A'raf 85)
It is true that some of Allah's servants are entrusted to judge between
their people in the world, in the hereafter, there will be no judge barring
Allah Almighty. Judgement necessitates that one should stick to justice
and fairness; and in no way could there be one, more just and much
fairer than Allah.
It is He, Who judges, according to the best standard, between truth
and falsehood, good and evil; and it is He, Who rewards every soul
according to the earnings of its deed. It is He, Who has power to enforce
all of His Judgements, since it is His Judgement that should be admitted,
for none has power to cancel it or even to discuss its articles.
According to some learnt men, the Judge is He, Who judges that the
hearts of His devotees should be well-pleased and satisfied, and decrees
that their souls should submit to Him, and their wills to His. It is He,
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Who takes the right of the wronged and oppressed one from the
wrongdoer who oppresses him, and usurps his right illegally. In short,
being a judge is one of the main characteristics essential to the Very
Nature of Allah Almighty as Ar-Razi states.

How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
One should then try to have his portion of that Name, depending upon
Allah's saying: "(Where) Allah commands, there is none to put back His
command: and He is Swift in calling to account." (Ar-Ra'd 41) Once
man perceives this fact, he will strive his utmost to submit to Allah in all
of His Commands and Orders, and refrain from His Restrictions.
Allah has power to enforce His Command in the world and the
hereafter. There is no access to abrogate Allah's Commandments,
Judgements and Decrees; and it is incumbent upon the faithful believer
to have faith in Allah's Decrees, whatever they might be, " In order that
ye may not despair over matters that pass you by, nor exult over favours
bestowed upon you. For Allah loveth not any vainglorious boaster." (AlHadid 23) if good befalls him, he should then thank Allah for it, and if
evil smites him, he should keep patient.
In this connection, it is relevant to narrate the correct Hadith on the
authority of Suhaib that The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" said: "Strange are the ways of a believer, for there is
good in every affair of his; and this is not the case with anyone else
except in the case of a believer: if he has an occasion to feel delight, he
thanks (Allah), thus there is a good for him in it, and if a trouble befalls
him, in which he shows resignation (and endures it patiently), there is
good for him in it."
On the other hand, one to whom it is entrusted to judge between
people should stick to justice and fair as much as is within his capacity,
in implementation of Allah's saying: " and when ye judge between man
and man, that ye judge with justice: verily how excellent is the teaching
which He giveth you!" (An-Nisa 58)
Allah Almighty furthers warns His servants to be unjust to one
another, in their treatments and relations, and asks them to judge
according to the method of Allah Almighty, other than which they
should not seek, and from which they should not deviate: " If any do fail
to judge by (the light of) what Allah hath revealed, they are (no better
than) Unbelievers." (Al-Ma'idah 44)
Justice should be sought between both parties of dispute, no matter
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more lovable or hateful any of them might be to the judge himself; and
this is in response to Allah's saying: " and let not the hatred of others to
you make you swerve to wrong and depart from justice. Be just: that is
next to Piety: and fear Allah. For Allah is well-acquainted with all that
ye do." (Al-Ma'idah 8)
It is narrated by Al-Bukhari and others on the authority of AnNu'man lbn Bashir: My father gave me a gift but Amrah Bint Rawahah
(my mother) said that she would not agree to it unless he made Allah's
Apostle "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" as a witness to it.
So, my father went to Allah's Apostle " Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" and said: "I have given a gift to my son from Amrah Bint
Rawahah, but she ordered me to make you as a witness to it, 0 Allah's
Apostle!" Allah's Apostle " Allah's blessing and peace be upon him "
asked: "Have you given (its like) to everyone of your sons?" He replied
in the negative. Allah's Apostle " Allah's blessing and peace be upon
him" said: "Be afraid of Allah, and be just to your children." My father
then returned and took back his gift."
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, the Qur'an instructs us
how to supplicate Allah as it says on the tongue of Abraham: "O my Lord!
bestow wisdom (of judgement) on me, and join me with the righteous."
(Ash-Shu'ara 83)
The following supplication is important in this issue: "O Allah, the
Creator of both the heavens and the earth, Who have full knowledge of
the unseen and what is seen: You judge between Your servants (with full
justice): blessed be he, who knows You well, and thus is well-pleased
with Your Commands; and woe to him, who declares You are the One
Allah, and (at the same time) is dissatisfied with Your Commands."
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"O my God! It is You, Who have judged all of the creatures while
being still in Your Knowledge, and caused them to come to being by
Your Will, and brought them to existence by Your Power: everything in
existence is doomed to be as it is in knowledge and deed. It is You, Who
have spread the ways of happiness for its people: so, make our hearts
witness Your Decrees, in order that we would enjoy of the bliss of Your
Lights, and be well-pleased with all of Your Commands, with the result
that we would become, with good pleasure, from amongst the private

Allah's Most Beautiful Names

132

servants of You: You have power over all things; and Allah's Blessing
and Peace be upon Muhammad, his family and companions."
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(THE (SOURCE OF) JUSTICE)
This characteristic is intimately related to judgement, as one of
Allah's Merits: He Almighty is completely just and fair in all of his
judgements, Commandments, Orders, Restrictions, and Decrees. It is
He, Who always gives everyone his right in full, and puts everything
in its very place. Moreover, He never passes a judgement but
depending upon absolute justice and fairness; and this is the essential
relationship between judgment and justice, ruling and fairness.
Justice then caters for uprightness and completeness of giving
everything its due proportions; and it is upon this that the whole creation
of Allah is based: 11 He Who has made everything which He has created
Most Good. 11 (As-Sajdah 7)
When justice is required from man, it becomes incumbent upon him
to be fair, as much as is within his power, in all what he says and acts,
and be upright and straight in all of his behaviours and manners. Had
man been given the power to judge things well, surely, he would have
perceived, with certainty, the value of justice in the ordinance of life, for
had justice not been neglected in judgement and ruling, the life would
not have been given to such disorder and chaos as we see now.
It was said, from the very early times, that justice is the basis on
which ruling and judgement depend. If man intends to be just, he should
first apply this principle to himself. Man, as we know, is in himself a
simple pattern of kingdom, whose throne is his soul, with its desires,
lusts and wishes: if man has the power to prevail over this throne,
everything within him becomes in order.
In other words, if he has power to drive himself with justice, and if he
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acts upon the law of Heaven, it will come to submit to him with sincere
devotion, and set itself free from all desires and lusts; and so do the
organs of his body: whenever one listens to the celebration of Allah, he
trembles in awe of Him, and his heart becomes tender for fear of his
Lord Almighty, in confirmation to Allah's saying: " Allah has revealed
(from time to time) the most beautiful Message in the form of a Book,
consistent with itself, (yet) repeating (its teaching in various aspects): the
skins of those who fear their Lord tremble thereat; then their skins and
their hearts do soften to the celebration of Allah's praises. Such is the
guidance of Allah: He guides therewith whom He pleases, but such as
Allah leaves to stray, can have none to guide." (Az-Zurnar 23)

How does man acquire the good manners related to that Name?
Where then are such faithful believers from those, about whom Allah
Almighty tells in His following saying? " The Hypocrites, they think
they are over-reaching Allah but He will over-reach them: when they
stand up to prayer, they stand without earnestness, to be seen of men, but
little do they hold Allah in remembrance." (An-Nisa 142)
Man's justice is not complete unless he judges on the light of it,
putting in consideration that he should first practice it to himself,
between those surrounding him: his family and household, his
companions and friends, and even his enemies: in general, he should
apply justice to everyone in contact with him. In this way alone, the life
becomes straight with no crookedness; and everything comes to its
utmost end of perfection.
But, it is out of justice that man should know well his failure to
achieve all of what has been enjoined upon him to the full and best, since
he is accustomed to be inclined to his desires and lusts, as much as to
hinder him from attaining the highest degrees of perfection; and it is
Allah's Mercy alone, which delivers such from punishment which is due
to him by way of justice. It is a well-known fact that all of mankind
commit sins, and fall in mistakes; and the best of them all is those, who
tum to Allah in repentance with sincerity and fidelity.
Everyone then should have the idea that justice imposes punishment
upon him for his sins and mistakes; and it is for this that he has to hope
for the Mercy and seek Forgiveness of Allah Alone that could save him
from destruction, supplicating Allah with the following supplication: "O
Allah! I'm Your servant, son of Your male servant and Your female servant,
my affair is in Your Hand, (it is You) Who are decisive in Your Judgel!lents,
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and just in Your Decrees: I ask You by every Name You have, with which
You call Yourself, or inspire to anyone of Your creatures, or reveal in Your
Book, or Keep with you among the unseen (things), to make the Qur'an a
spring for my heart, a light for my breast, and a cure for my grief and a
(cause of the) removal of my distress."
As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah by that Name, it is
said that whoever mentions it so often, Allah Almighty causes the hearts
of others to soften to him, and keeps him away from the injustice of
rulers and chiefs; and in case he is a ruler, Allah Almighty helps him do
justice to his subjects, put under his guardianship.
The following supplication is relevant: "O (Allah) Most Generous,
Who forgives and pardons again and again, (the One Who is) Full of
Justice: it is You that have filled everything with justice and fairness."

.«.J..is- ~if'

JS':>\.. ~.lJI ~t ,J..WI \) 4,.WI ~.f 4))

AL-LATEEF

~\

(THE MOST COURTEOUS,
KNOWER OF THE FINEST MYSTERIES)
According to lbn Manzhur, a famous linguist and lexicographer, the
composer of Lisan Al-Arab (the Language of the Arabs), a fundamental
well-known dictionary in the Arabic literacy, "Al-Lateer' is one of
Allah's Most Beautiful Names, which contains one of the characteristics
essential to the nature of Allah Almighty.
When it is attributed to Allah, in His relation with His servants, it
gives the meaning of His Being the Most Generous, Gracious and
Compassionate towards them; and when it is joined to Him in relation to
knowledge, it refers to His Being the All-Knowing of the finest
mysteries and the deepest secrets of things, which none barring He could
ever learn.
This Name occurs seven times in the Holy Qur'an: " No vision can
grasp Him. But His grasp is over all vision: He is the Most Subtle and
Courteous, Well-Acquainted with all things." (Al-An'am 103) " Seest
thou not that Allah sends down rain from the sky, and forthwith the earth
becomes clothed with green? For Allah is He Who understands the finest
mysteries, and is well-acquainted (with them)." (Al-Hajj 63)
He Almighty says on the tongue of Luqman as instructing his son: "O

Al-Lateef (The Most Courteous, Knower Of The Finest Mysteries)

135

my son!" (said Luqman), "If there be (but) the weight of a mustard-seed
and it were (hidden) in a rock, or (any where) in the heavens or on earth,
Allah will bring it forth: for Allah understands the finest mysteries, (and)
is well-acquainted (with them)." (Luqman 16) He further says: "Gracious
is Allah to His servants: He gives Sustenance to whom He pleases: and
He has Power and can carry out His Will." (Ash-Shura 19)" Should He
not know, He that created? And He is the One that understands the finest
mysteries (and) is well-acquainted (with them)." (Al-Mulk 14) " And
recite what is rehearsed to you in your homes, of the Signs of Allah and
His Wisdom: for Allah understands the finest mysteries and is wellacquainted (with them)." (Al-Ahzab 34)
The main significance of that Name understood from those Holy
Verses mentioned above is that "Al-Lateef" is the One, Who has full
knowledge of the finest and the most accurate mysteries and the deepest
and the most fundamental secrets of all things He has created, as well as
the One Who has the will and power to benefit all of His servants, and be
a source of profit to them so much generously, kindly and courteously.
The first side of the meaning then is one of the characteristics essential to
the nature; and the other belongs to the characteristics of acts and deeds.
The One Who has such a good characteristic should be charitable,
openhanded and bountiful, unique in removing whatever distresses and
disasters befall any of His servants, without even their making sense to
the fact that it is He, Who does so to them, although it is taken for
granted that none barring He has the power to do so. He is the Only One,
to Whom both generosity of acts and deeds, and the full knowledge of
the finest mysteries of things are combined; and there is no doubt that
such generosity cheers up anyone therewith his distress is removed.
It is characteristic of this generosity of deed that it always
accompanies the Divine Decree, in order to dilute whatever evil effects
and consequences it might have. Whenever one is doomed to be smitten
by an evil distress, Allah's Kindness is bestowed upon him, so as to
lighten the grievous impact which afflicts him with the first stroke of the
distress.
"Al-Lateef' is also the One Who always intends good to His
servants, decides what is in their benefit, and makes easy for them the
ways of righteousness and piety. He is the One Who removes every
difficulty, sets right the state of everyone stricken with calamity. It is He,
Who helps one start his work successfully, and directs it to be admitted
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once it is concluded.
It is out of His courteousness that He Almighty takes care of the babe
while being still a fetus in the womb of his mother, inside three depths of
darkness; and this is shown in saving food, drink and oxygen for him
until he is born; and once he is born, He ensures for him those who look
after him until he grows up and becomes too strong and powerful enough
to be independent from them.
It is out of His Graciousness towards man in general that He sets for
him the principle that whenever he does a good deed, it will be recorded
as ten in his account; and if he intends to do it, and he does not really do
it, it will be recorded as it is in his account. But if he does an evil deed, it
will be recorded in his account as only a single evil deed; and if he
intends to do it, but he does not really do it, it will be recorded as a good
deed in his account.
It is out of Allah's Kindness towards mankind that He did not leave
them lost in their confusion and distraction: on the contrary, He sent to
them so many Messengers and Prophets, to convey to them Allah's
Message, teach them His method of life, instruct them in what is right so
that they would do, and what is false so that they might refrain from.
Moreover, He has made subject to mankind all things on the earth to be
in his service in the world, and in the hereafter, Allah's Kindness and
Graciousness will never be far from the faithful believers: is there any
sort of generosity and kindness beyond that which Allah Almighty has
bestowed upon man?
How does man get the etiquette of that Name?
If man intends to have a good portion of that Name, he should not be
harsh in all of his treatments, nor should he be hardhearted towards
others in both words and deeds: on the contrary, he should stick to
leniency and kindness when he deals with such as are in contact with
him: his fellows, friends, companions, family members, chiefs and those
inferior or subject to him. Moreover, he has to be gentle and tender in his
kindness towards the poor and needy ones among the people, so that he
would not do harm to their shyness.
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name "Al·Lateef", the
religious scholars tell that Allah Almighty is ever swift in response to the
invocation of him. who celebrates Him by it. Whoever sticks to calling it
to remembrance, Allah Almighty enlarges provision for him, and
removes whatever difficulties that might afflict him.
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If one recites Allah's saying: " No vision can grasp Him. But His
grasp is over all vision: He is the Most Subtle and Courteous, WellAcquainted with all things" (Al-An'am 103) he then becomes secure
against terror and horror. When cure for any ailment is sought, one might
then recite that Name, in the company of Allah's saying: ""Who created
me, and it is He Who guides me; Who gives me food and drink, And
when I am ill, it is He Who cures me; Who will cause me to die, and then
to live (again); And Who, I hope, will forgive me my faults on the Day
of Judgment." (Ash-Shu'ara 78:82)
The following supplication of some righteous men in the shade of this
Name is important in this respect:
"O my God! (The aspects of) Your Graciousness and Courteousness
comprehend all things in existence, and extend over all beings: You
have Breathes (of certainty and mercy) which, when they are conferred
upon the heart (and mind) of anyone of good understanding, they will,
to be sure, stimulate it; and (if they are bestowed upon the heart) of a
sinful servant, they will bring him much closer (to Your Presence); and
You have certain moments (of forgiveness) which make Your devotees
attain the highest ranks and positions; and You have (of the phenomena
of) Graciousness, Courteousness and Kindness that occupy those in
contact with You so much that in no way do they turn to (the material
benefits and affairs of this present) life. 0 my God! Be gracious and
kind towards us at the time the pure angels will question us (in the
grave about our deeds), and make us witness the manifestation of the
(Light and Glory of) Your Graciousness and full Knowledge of the
finest mysteries of all things in ourselves as well as in the horizons:
You are the One and Only, the Creator Who creates generations and
generations in succession, and You have power over all things. 0
(Allah) the Knower of the finest mysteries and secrets: deliver us from
all that we fear!"
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"O Allah! The Most Beautiful, the Most Glorious, the Most
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Courteous, Who know the finest mysteries and the deepest secrets of all
things: be kind to us in the same way You are towards Your devotees;
and help us emerge victorious over Your enemies, by great terror (to be
cast in their hearts): You have power over all things; and Allah's
Blessing and Peace be upon Muhammad, his family and companions."
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(THE WELL-ACQUAINTED (WITH ALL THINGS))
According to Lisan Al-Arab, "Al-Khabeer" is the One, Who has full
acquaintance of what was, what is, and what will be, and had it been or
not been so, what would or would not have been. He is the One, wellexperienced in all matters, the most accurate secrets of things, the
realities of all mysteries, be they hidden or disclosed, for nothing could
be concealed from Him.
According to Al-Ghazali, He is the One, Whose Knowledge and
Willpower drive all things in relation to the whole creation, in such a
way that nothing could happen unless it is by His Knowledge and Plan:
"With Him are the keys of the Unseen, the treasures that none knoweth
but He. He knoweth whatever there is on the earth and in the sea. Not a
leaf doth fall but with His knowledge: there is not a grain in the darkness
(or depths) of the earth, nor anything fresh or dry (green or withered),
but is (inscribed) in a Record clear (to those who can read)." (Al-An'am
59)
It is true that there is an essential relation between "Al-Khabeer"
(Well-Acquainted with all things) and "Al-' Aleem" (the All-Knowing),
the former is mainly concerned with the deepest and finest mysteries and
secrets of things, which are hidden from all barring He, Whose
Acquaintance and Awareness extend over all things.
This Name occurs many times in the Holy Qur'an. Take, for example,
Allah's saying: " to teach you not to grieve for (the booty) that had
escaped you and for (the ill) that had befallen you. For Allah is WellAcquainted with all that ye do." (Al Imran 153) "To Allah belongs the
heritage of the heavens and the earth; and Allah is well-acquainted with
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all that ye do." (180) " Alif Lam Ra. (This is) a Book, with verses basic
or fundamental (of established meaning) - further explained in detail from One Who is Wise and Well-Acquainted (with all things)." (Hud 1)
" Seest thou not that Allah sends down rain from the sky, and forthwith
the earth becomes clothed with green? For Allah is He Who understands
the finest mysteries, and is well-acquainted (with them)." (Al-Hajj 63)
"Verily with Allah is full knowledge and He is acquainted (with all
things)." (Luqman 34) " If Allah were to enlarge the provision for His
Servants, they would indeed transgress beyond all bounds through the
earth; but He sends (it) down in due measure as He pleases. For He is
with His Servants Well-acquainted, Watchful." (Ash-Shura 27)
How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
Once man knows for sure that Allah Almighty has full knowledge of
what he does and says, is well-acquainted with all of his matters and
affairs in general, and the deepest and the most hidden of them in
particular, this soon leads him to watch Allah in all that he does, and
thus, he becomes more inclined to make good his own soul from the
inside and outside, and make pure his intention and conscience, in order
to be sincere and faithful to Allah in secret and public; and this drives
him to submit to Allah's Decrees and Commandments, which none could
avert but He, Who has power to enforce His Will.
The faithful believer, who is endued with good understanding
therewith to distinguish the truth from falsehood, the right from error, is
the one, who never asks but Allah to have his needs fulfilled; and this
stems from his certain faith in Allah's well-acquaintance of all of his
affairs. Once he is sure of that, he soon turns with whole devotion and
sincere heart to his Lord, and supplicates Him with whatever he has.
As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah by that Name, some
scholars tell that if one has a certain need, and wants to know what it will
be, let him read before going to bed Allah's saying: " Should He not
know, He that created? And He is the One that understands the finest
mysteries (and) is well-acquainted (with them)." (Al-Mulk 14) more
often, Allah Almighty will uncover to him while being asleep its reality
and direct him to do what is right pertaining to it.
According to some righteous men, if one sticks to the celebration of
Allah by that Name, his heart gets pure, his soul clean, and his insight
clear.
The following supplication might be significant in this issue: "O
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Allah! You really know that I'm famous for my ignorance, and You are
described as the One Full of Knowledge. Your Knowledge extends over
all things of which I'm ignorant: so, let Your Mercy extend over all of
that, in the same way as Your Knowledge does; and forgive for me: You
have power over all things."
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"O Allah! You are the Most Praiseworthy, the Glorious Lord, Who
always do what You plan: it is You Who know the reasons of our
happiness, as well as for our grief: You have fulfilled what You planned
in and from us; and we do not ask You to avert from us what You want,
but we ask You to support us with a Spirit (or satisfaction) from You,
with which You supported Your Prophets and Messengers, and the
sincere holy ones: You have power over all things."
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AL-'HALEEM
(THE MOST FORBEARING)
To be forbearing is to stick to deliberateness, patience, consideration
and reason in all that one does or at least intends to do. In this way, it is
the opposite of foolishness and haste.
When it is attributed to Allah Almighty, it gives the meaning of
tolerance, endurance and fortitude. That's because He has the
characteristic of self-control and perseverance that no act of
disobedience nor crime could ever provoke His anger, and drive him to
transgress the due bounds. On the contrary, He has made for everything
a due measure and a limit, at which it terminates.
This means that He is the One, Who forgives the sins of His servants
which He screens from others to see in the world, Who is not hasty to
call to account the disobedient and infidels (before warning them of His
Punishment). It is He, Who always overlooks faults and mistakes, plots
out sins and crimes, and gives respite to the disobedient until he turns to
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Him in repentance.
This Name occurs many times in the Qur'an; and a mention might
be made here of the following: " Allah will not call you to account for
thoughtlessness in your oaths, but for the intention in your hearts, and
He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Forbearing." (Al-Baqarah 225) " Kind
words and the covering of faults are better than charity followed by
injury. Allah is Free of all wants, and He is Most Forbearing." (263)
"Allah is All-Knowing, Most Forbearing." (An-Nisa 12) "If ye loan to
Allah a beautiful loan, He will double it to your (credit), and He will
grant you Forgiveness: for Allah is Most Ready to appreciate
(service), Most Forbearing." (At-Taghabun 17) it is noticeable that
this Name does not come solely; but it always comes in the company
of such Names as "Al-' Aleem" (the All-Knowing), "Al-Ghafur" (the
Oft-Forgiving), "Ash-Shakur" (the Most Ready to appreciate
(service)).
Allah Almighty described such as He chose from amongst His
servants as His devotees with this good characteristic; and a reference
might be made here to Abraham in His saying: " And Abraham prayed
for his father's forgiveness only because of a promise he had made to
him. But when it became clear to him that he was an enemy to Allah, he
dissociated himself from him: for Abraham was most tender-hearted,
forbearing." (At-Tawbah 114) and: " For Abraham was, without doubt,
forbearing (of faults), compassionate, and given to look to Allah." (Hud
75) The same characteristic was given to his son Ishmael as shown in
Allah's saying: " So We gave him the good news of a boy ready to suffer
and forbear." (As-Saffat 101)
But, Allah's Forbearance is uniquely matchless, since it has no like;
and any kind of forbearance belonging to man is nothing to mention in
relation to that of Allah Almighty. He never hastens on punishment for
anyone, no matter wicked, disobedient, and transgressing all the bounds
he might be: on the contrary, He always gives him respite, and keeps
patient on him; and at the same time, he provides him with provision and
sustenance, in spite of his wickedness and disobedience, and in many
cases, He enlarges sustenance for him, and increases him in power and
lifetime, perchance he might tum to Him in repentance. But, when it is
time to seize him with punishment, He then seizes him with punishment
of One, Exalted in Might, Who has power to enforce His Will.
It is narrated on the authority of lbn Abbas in a Qudsi tradition that
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Allah Almighty says: "O son of Adam! If you remember Me, I surely
will remember you; and if you forget Me, I will keep remembering you.
If you obey Me, then, you might go wherever you will, so as to take Me
for Friend, as well as I take you for friend; to come to Me with purity (of
faith), so that I would choose you (as one of My devotees); or even to
tum away from Me, but I would keep turning (in mercy) towards you:
Who did provide you with sustenance when you were still fetus in the
womb of your mother? I kept looking after you until My Plan was
enforced pertaining to you; and when I brought you out to life, you
committed so many sins; though this is not the (right way of showing)
gratitude for Him, Who did good to you!"
It is further narrated on the authority of Abu Hurairah that Allah
Almighty says: "O son of Adam! As much as you invoke Me, and hope
for (My Mercy), I forgive for you whatever (sins and mistakes) were
committed, and I do not care (whether they are so much grievous). 0 son
of Adam! If you come to Me with sins and mistakes (as much as to) fill
the whole earth, and you meet me (on the Day of Judgement), without
ascribing anyone to Me (in worship), I will bring you forgiveness (for all
of your sins, as much as to) fill the whole earth."
Furthermore, Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing
and peace be upon him" had no match nor rival from amongst the whole
mankind in forbearance, patience, and perseverance. His situation from
those pagans and infidels who did harm to him, plotted to kill him, and
then drove him away from his town, is typical in showing how patient
and long-suffering he was. When he was helped by Allah Almighty
conquer Mecca, and prevail over those infidels, who thought he should
exact retribution from them for what they did to him earlier, he pardoned
them, and set them free.: who from amongst mankind on the surface of
the earth could have power to do the same?
The Qur'an highly appreciates forbearance, and Allah Almighty, on
many occasions, calls the Muslims and faithful believers to stick to
patience and deliberateness, and commends them not to make haste to
behave in response to anger or fury that might instigate them. The
Prophets and Messengers act here as the greatest examples and patterns
in their adherence to this characteristic: they patiently persevered against
the harm they received from their peoples, and they did not avert their
ignorance and foolishness with similar ignorance and foolishness: on the
contrary, they faced them with forbearance, patience and forgiveness;
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and it is their method of life that we should follow, as well as it is their
guidance and conduct that we should copy.
How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
Although the characteristic of forbearance is a Divine gift, bestowed
by Allah Almighty upon such of His servants as He pleases, one might
acquire it if he strives his utmost to have self-control, keep himself away
from being provoked by anger, and rather stick to constant patience in all
of his conduct.
It is narrated that once a man asked the Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" to give advice to him (upon which he
might act in his life), thereupon the Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" advised him not to be provoked by
anger: the more he asked him for another advice, the more the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" gave him
the same advice.
It is narrated in both Sahibs on the authority of Abu Hurairah: Allah's
Apostle "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "The strong is
not the one who overcomes the people with his power, but the strong is
the one who controls himself while being in anger."
As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah by that Name,
according to some learnt men, if one calls it to remembrance in the
presence of a violent and powerful one, in a state of anger, he then will
be calm. It is fitting for one who celebrates Allah by that Name to stick
to patience, adhere to forbearance, and have the characteristic of
forgiveness prevail in him over that of retribution.
Once, Umar lbn Abd Al-' Azeez, regarded the fifth of the rightlyguided successors of the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace
be upon him'', entered into the mosque and then he stumbled by the leg
of a lying man who was asleep. When the man was scared and he got up,
he became angry and said to Umar, the Commander of the Believers:
"Are you mad?" Umar answered him in the negative. The guards
intended to punish the man, but Umar cooled them, and ordered the man
to keep lying. He then addressed the guards saying: "He has just asked
me a question, and I've answered him."
It is for this that such men as Abu Bakr, Umar lbn Al-Khattab,
Uthman, Ali, and Umar lbn Abd Al-' Azeez, and those who truly
succeeded them prevailed over others, and became highly preeminent
across centuries; and it is those whose guidance and conduct every
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Muslim should copy; and it is their way that every faithful believer
should follow.
However, the celebration by that Name is more fitting for one who
suffers from psychological troubles and spiritual burdens, of which he
wishes to become free. The following supplication is transmitted from
the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him":
It is narrated in both Sahihs and Ahmad on the authority of Ibn
Abbas: The Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" used to
supplicate Allah at the time of distress by saying: "There is no God but
Allah, the Most Great, the Most Forbearing. There is no God but Allah,
the Lord of the Thrown, the Most Great. There is no God but Allah, the
Lord of the seven heavens, the Lord of the earth, and the Lord of the
Thrown, the Most Generous."
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A mention might be made also of the following supplication
narrated from some righteous men: "O Allah: Most High, Most
Magnificent, Most Forbearing, Full of Wisdom, Most Generous, Ever
Near and Ready to respond (to Your servants), Most Loving: keep us
far from the (splendour of this) life, (the affliction of) women, (the
evil end of) heedlessness, lust and bad manners; forgive for us our
sins; relieve us of our burdens; remove evil from us; and deliver us
from distress, and make for us a way out of it: You have power over
all things."
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(THE MOST GREAT)
According to lbn Manzhur, "Al-' Azeem" (the Most Great) is one of
Allah's Most Beautiful Names. It is always mentioned by Muslims in
their prayer, for when one bows, he says: "Glorified be my Lord, the
Most Great." The Most Great then is He, Who is so much Exalted,
Hallowed and Deemed far above the limits of human reason, that no
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thought could ever be able to comprehend His Reality and Nature.
Allah's Greatness then has no limit within which it might be placed,
nor certain quality with which it might be known and defined. That's
because His Greatness is, as He Himself describes it, beyond all limits
and qualities which the human beings recognize.
The Greatness is uniquely characteristic of Allah Almighty in
particular, apart from all beings; and if man claims it for himself, he
becomes blameworthy. According to a Prophetic narration, "Whoever
regards himself as great, he will meet Allah Who will be angry with
him."
There is nothing, whatever it might be, greater than Allah Almighty,
Whose Magnificence has no beginning nor ending: it is infinite,
unbounded, immeasurable. No mind nor vision could grasp His Glory,
and it is not consonant with His Majesty to be defined within the limits
of anything concrete or visible.
For this reason, whoever puts in his mind Allah's Greatness, will then
hold Him in awe, submit to His Will; and he will be well-pleased with
his portion assigned to him; and nothing other than Allah could have
power to divert him. Moreover, he will strive his utmost in an attempt to
get the Good Pleasure of Him Almighty.
On the other hand, whoever considers with scrutiny Allah's
Greatness, and has a just estimate of it as it should be, anything else will
be seen insignificant before him. Thus, if you are concerned with
something, you have to say: "O (Allah) the Most Great: we ask You by
Your Name "Al-' Azeem" (the Most Great) to suffice me against every
great matter."
Allah's Greatness is incomparable. He Almighty gives this
characteristic to the Holy Qur'an; and this is because it is His Speech. He
also describes the Throne of Authority as Great; and this is also because
it is His Own; and thus both should be great like Him. The Day of
Judgement is granted this description.
Allah further describes the good manners of Muhammad, His
Messenger as great, since he was under His Sponsorship, and in the
shade of His Guardianship that He grew up, and it was He Who
instructed him.
This Name occurs so many times in the Qur'an. Allah Almighty says:
" His Throne doth extend over the heavens and the earth, and He feeleth
no fatigue in guarding and preserving them for He is the Most High, the
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Most Great (in glory)." (Al-Baqarah 255) "To Him belongs all that is in
the heavens and on earth: and He is Most High, Most Great." (Ash-Shura
4) "Then celebrate with praises the name of thy Lord, the Most Great!"
(Al-Waqi'ah 74&96)
According to some learnt men, Allah Almighty is Most Great for
His Existence is necessary, eternal and everlasting. He Almighty is the
Greatest of everything described as great in His Knowledge, Power,
Authority, Irresistibility and enforceability of His Will. He is Most
Great because the human minds have no access to comprehend His
Firm Absoluteness and Constancy. His Greatness is beyond all things;
and there is no measure within whose limits it could be estimated.
It is also said that He is Most Great because minds fall in prostration on
the threshold of His Greatness, souls swoon at the time of the
manifestation of His Power and Honour, all things in existence tum to
nothing at the time His Glory and Majesty shine, and all beings, whatever
magnificent and great, diminish before His Favours and Graces.
How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
However, once man puts in consideration the fact that Allah
Almighty is Most Great, and there is nothing greater than Him, he soon
turns to Him wholeheartedly in service with devotion, and regards as
great and significant all items of worship. Allah Almighty praises him
who holds in honour Allah's symbols and Ceremonies when He says:
"Such (is his state): and whoever holds in honour the Symbols of Allah,
(in the sacrifice of animals), such (honour) should come truly from piety
of heart." (Al-Hajj 32)
To hold in honour Allah's Symbols and Ceremonies is to observe
the sanctity of His Commands, Orders, Restrictions, respect His laws
and principles, and follow His Method and way of life. As well as
people submit to their chiefs and rulers, and any that is regarded as a
great one, it is more fitting for them to submit and be subject to Allah,
the Greatest, the Most Magnificent of all the great ones.
To be sure, the orders and commands issued by rulers should be
implemented by their wards, although they have no power to benefit them,
nor are they able to do harm to them: then, what about Him, Who has power
to benefit and harm such of His servants as He pleases'? It is incumbent upon
all of the people to submit to Him, as the Absolute Ruler, and the Only
Master endued with Supremacy and Incomparability.
As well as the people are forced to take refuge to Allah at the times of
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distress and difficulty, they should then tum to Him at the times of ease
and prosperity. This is the duty of one's loyalty and faithfulness to Allah,
and the right due upon everyone submitting to His Power of Authority.
Allah Almighty makes (a portion of) His Magnificence and Greatness
manifest in some of His servants and creatures, and it is those for whom
people are full of all respect and honour. If one of Allah's servants is
dressed in the dress of honour and power, he should be grateful and
thankful to Him, Who bestowed such a favour upon him, and adhere to
the rights and obligations enjoined upon him by Allah: he should neither
transgress the due limits, nor should he be unjust to Allah's servants.
That's because such garment of honour as he dresses is but a gift given to
him by way of lending, of which he might be deprived if he does not
observe whatever rights and duties related to it, and have himself
completely subject to the One, Who confers it upon him.
As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah by that Name, it is
relevant to narrate the supplication with which the Messenger of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" used to supplicate Allah at the
times of difficulty and adversity: "There is no God but Allah, the Most
Great, the Most Forbearing. There is no God but Allah, the Lord of the
Thrown, the Most Great. There is no God but Allah, the Lord of the
seven heavens, the Lord of the earth, and the Lord of the Thrown, the
Most Generous."
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It is mentioned that if one sticks to remembering Allah by His Name
"Al-' Azeem" (the Most Great), Allah Almighty then dresses him the
dress of honour, power and respect. If one utters it before a ruler or a
man endued with power, whom he fears, he will become secure and safe.
The following supplication, though short, is very significant: "O
(Allah) the Most Great, the Most Worthy of all grand thanks and praises,
the One Full of Power, Glory, and Supremacy, Whose Power and
Honour could never be put to disgrace."
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According to some men of knowledge, if one is afflicted with
anxiety because of something, he has just to say: "O (Allah) the Most
Great: we ask You by Your Name "Al-' Azeem" (the Most Great) to
suffice me against every great matter."
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AL-GHAFUR ?~
(THE OFT-FORGIVING)
This characteristic of Oft-Forgiveness is particularly unique to
Allah Almighty Alone: it is He, Who plots out the sins of His
servants, removes ill and evil from them, and gives them pardon from
His Own Presence: every time one of His servants commits a sin and
then turns to Him in repentance, He Almighty turns to him in Mercy,
and forgives him. It is He Who screens his sins in the world, and He
is too Generous to put him to shame because of them in the hereafter.
Allah, the Oft-Forgiving is Full of Mercy: He never shuts the gate of
mercy in the face of His servants: on the contrary, He always leaves it
open to them, perchance they might tum to Him wherever, and whenever
they like: Say: "O my Servants who have transgressed against their
souls! despair not of the Mercy of Allah: for Allah forgives all sins: for
He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful." (Az-Zumar 53)
Consider, for instance, the correct narration on the authority of Abu
Hurairah: I heard The Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
saying: "When somebody commits a sin and then says: "O my Lord! I
have committed a sin, please forgive me!" Then his Lord says: "My
slave has known that he has a Lord who forgives sins for which he also
punishes; I therefore have forgiven my slave (his sins)." Then he remains
without committing any sin for a while before he commits another sin
and says: "O my Lord! I have committed another sin, please forgive
me." Then Allah says: "My slave has known that he has a Lord who
forgives sins as well as he punishes for them; I therefore have forgiven
my slave (his sin)." Then he remains without doing any sin for a while
before he commits another sin (for the third time) and says: "O my Lord!
I have committed another sin, please forgive me!" Allah then says: "My
slave has known that he has a Lord Who forgives sins for which he also
punishes; I therefore have forgiven My slave (his sin) thrice, he can do
whatever he likes.""
Forgiveness then has two stages: the first is to cover one's sins and
mistakes he commits from being seen by others, not only in the world,
but also in the hereafter. The other is to plot out them, in order that he
would come with his record of deeds pure and clear of such sins and
mistakes. But this is not to be done depending only upon justice, for
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justice necessitates that everyone should be paid back the earnings of his
deeds, be they good or evil.
For this reason, forgiveness caters for mercy; and this leads to the fact
that Allah's Mercy always overpowers His Anger; for it is not by virtue
of one's deeds that he is admitted to the Garden, since in most cases his
evil deeds might overpower his good ones: it is by Allah's Mercy, which
he gets as a result of his good deeds, that forgiveness for his sins is
granted to him, with the help of which he is admitted to the Garden.
It is further narrated by Al-Bukhari and others on the authority of
Abu Sa'id: The Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said:
"Amongst the people before you, there was a man whom Allah had given
money in abundance and children. While he was in his deathbed, he
called his sons and asked: "What sort of father have I been to you?"
They replied: "You have been a good father." He said: "I have never
done a single good deed; and if Allah has control over me he will punish
me. So when I die, bum me, and when I tum into coal, scatter the
resulting ashes on a windy day." Then by Allah, he took a firm promise
from his children to do so, and they did so. But Allah gathered his
particles by commanding: "Be!" behold! There was a man standing,
whom Allah asked:. "What made you do so?" He replied: "For fear of
you." Nothing saved him but Allah's Mercy (and thus, He forgave
him)."
Thus, when the believers heard the caller who called them to have
faith in Allah Almighty, and asked for His Forgiveness for their sins they
had committed before their conversion into Islam, Allah soon responded
to their request as shown in His reply to them: "Never will I suffer to be
lost the work of any of you, be he male or female: ye are members, one
of another; those who have left their homes, and were driven out
therefrom, and suffered harm in My Cause, and fought and were slain,
verily, I will blot out from them their iniquities, and admit them into
Gardens with rivers flowing beneath - a reward from the Presence of
Allah - and from His Presence is the best of rewards." (Al lmran 195)
The Name "Al-Ghafur" (the Oft-Forgiving) occurs over one
hundred times in the Holy Qur'an; and in most cases, it comes in the
company of "Ar-Raheem" (the Most Gracious) as shown in Allah's
saying: " But if one is forced by necessity, without willful disobedience,
nor transgressing due limits, then is he guiltless. For Allah is OftForgiving, Most Merciful." (Al-Baqarah 173) " and ask for Allah's
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forgiveness. For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful." (199) " But
your Lord is Oft-Forgiving, Full of Mercy. If He were to call them (at
once) to account for what they have earned, then surely He would have
hastened their Punishment: but they have their appointed time, beyond
which they will find no refuge." (Al-Kahf 58)
In some cases, it is mentioned in association with the Name "Al'Afuww" (the One Who plots out sins): " And if one has retaliated to no
greater extent than the injury he received, and is again set upon
inordinately, Allah will help him: for Allah is One that blots out (sins),
Oft-Forgiving." (Al-Hajj 60)
It is further mentioned in the neighbourhood of the Name "AshShakur" (the One Who is Ready to appreciate service): " And if anyone
earns any good, We shall give him an increase of good in respect
thereof: for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate (service)."
(Ash-Shura 23)
This applies also to the Name "Al-Wadud " (the One Full of LovingKindness): " It is He Who creates from the very beginning, and He can
restore (life). And He is the Oft-Forgiving, full of Loving-Kindness."
(Al-Buruj 13: 14)
Sometimes, it might come solely as shown in His saying: " Eat of the
Sustenance (provided) by your Lord, and be grateful to Him: a territory
fair and happy, and a Lord Oft-Forgiving!" (Sheba 15) " Your Lord
knoweth best what is in your hearts: if ye do deeds of righteousness,
verily He is Oft-Forgiving to those who turn to Him again and again (in
true penitence)." (Al-Isra 25)
According to some learnt men, "Al-Ghafur" (the Oft-Forgiving) is
He, Who is All-Powerful, too strong to enforce His Will and exact
retribution from the sinful among His servants, but He, at the same time,
pardons them, and plots out their mistakes out of His Bounty, Generosity
and Kindness towards them. This is what the Messenger of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said in connection with those
who took part in the holy battle of Badr: "Perhaps Allah Almighty
looked towards those of Badr and then said: "Do what you like: I've
forgiven for you (all of your sins)."
Some scholars make an attempt to put a difference between "AIGhaffar" (the One Who forgives again and again) and "AI-Ghafur"
(the Oft-Forgiving): it is true that both are forms of exaggeration, whose
significance is to remove sins from the account of such as has faith in
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Allah Almighty, not only once, but the more one commits sins and then
turns in repentance and asks for Allah's Forgiveness, the more Allah
plots out sins from his record, and turns to him in mercy. The former is
particular to forgiving sins, no matter grievous in quality they might be;
and the latter to plotting out sins, no matter plentiful and great in number
they might be. This is almost the same adoption of Al-Ghazali.
How does one acquire the etiquette of that Name?
If one intends to have a good portion of that Name, he should forgive
such as does harm to him, and pardons such as deals with him unjustly,
in confirmation to Allah's saying: "Do you not wish that Allah should
forgive you? For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful." (An-Nur 22)
On the other hand, one should drive himself to live under the
umbrella of his Lord, the Oft-Forgiving, Who plots out sins from such of
His servants as He likes again and again. He should ask for His
forgiveness as much as is within his capacity, seeing that Allah Almighty
becomes happy by His servant's repentance to Him, to whom He always
leaves the gate of mercy open, so that He would forgive for him, in
response to His saying: " Be quick in the race for forgiveness from your
Lord, and for a Garden whose width is that (of the whole) of the heavens
and of the earth, prepared for the righteous." (Al Imran 133) " Allah
beckons by His Grace to the Garden (of Bliss) and forgiveness, and
makes His Signs clear to mankind: that they may receive admonition."
(Al-Baqarah 221)
Allah loves those among His servants who always ask for His
forgiveness, and highly appreciates them, and moreover, He is full of
glory because of them in front of His angels, as shown in His
statement which describes them as follows: " They were in the habit
of sleeping but little by night, And in the hours of early dawn, they
(were found) praying for Forgiveness." (Adh-Dhariya t 17: 18)
As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah by that Name, it is a
well-known fact that there is no Name, the supplications that depend
upon which are more and greater in number than the Name of "AlGhafur". Indeed, the utmost of man's aspirations is to have his sins
forgiven for him. Verily, everyone commits mistakes, for which he
expects for Allah's Mercy: all the sons of Adam, i.e. mankind, are given
to mistakes and sins, but the best of them at all are those who soon tum
to Allah in repentance from their sins and mistakes.
Allah Almighty instructs us how to supplicate Him, and ask for His
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Forgiveness: ''The Messenger believeth in what hath been revealed to
him from his Lord, as do the men of Faith. Each one (of them) believeth
in Allah, His angels, His books, and His Messengers. "We make no
distinction (they say) between one and another of His Messengers." And
they say: "We hear, and we obey: (we seek) Thy forgiveness, our Lord,
and to Thee is the end of all journeys." On no soul doth Allah place a
burden greater than it can bear. It gets every good that it earns, and it
suffers every ill that it earns. (pray:) our Lord! condemn us not if we
forget or fall into error"; (The Lord said: "I did") "our Lord! lay not on
us a burden like that which thou didst lay on those before us"; (The Lord
said: "I did") "our Lord! lay not on us a burden greater than we have
strength to bear." (The Lord said: "I did") "Blot out our sins, and grant
us forgiveness. Have mercy on us. Thou art our protector; help us against
those who reject Faith." (The Lord said: "I did").
To be sure, asking for forgiveness holds back punishment, as shown
in Allah's saying: "But Allah was not going to send them a Penalty
whilst thou wast amongst them; nor was He going to send it whilst they
could ask for pardon." (Al-Anfal 33)
The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
used to teach his companions how they would ask for Allah's
Forgiveness. In this connection, it is narrated by Ahmad and both
sheikhs on the authority of Abu Bakr that he said to The Messenger of
Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him": Teach me a
supplication which I should recite in my prayer. Thereupon he (The
Prophet) said: Recite:" 0 Allah, I have done great wrong to myself; and
there is none to forgive the sins but Thou only: Grant me pardon from
Thyself, have mercy upon me for Thou art much Forgiving and
Compassionate."
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It is further narrated that he "Peace be upon him" used to supplicate
Allah: "Glory be to You, and by Your Praises (I Exalt You): I bear
testimony to the fact that there is no god (to be worshipped) but You: I
ask for Your Forgiveness, and to You I turn in repentance! So, forgive
for me, since none barring You Almighty forgives sins."
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The following is the master supplication of asking for forgiveness: "O
Allah: verily, You are my Lord, other than Whom there is no god (to be
worshipped). You have created me (from nothing); and I'm Your servant,
sticking to Your Pledge and Promise as much as is within my capacity. I
seek refuge with You from the evil of what I have done; and I draw my
sin upon myself. So, forgive for me, since none barring You forgives
sins."
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According to some learnt men, if one keeps calling this Name to
remembrance, he will have forgiveness from Allah Almighty, and in
case he is ill, he will recover from his ailment.

ASH-SHAKUR

~\

(THE MOST READl' TO APPRECIATE "SERVICE")
This Name occurs four times in the Qur'an: " For He will pay them
their meed, nay, He will give them (even) more out of His Bounty; for
He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate (service)." (Fatir 30) And
they will say: "Praise be to Allah, Who has removed from us (all)
sorrow: for our Lord is indeed Oft-Forgiving, Most ready to appreciate
(service)." (34)" If ye loan to Allah a beautiful Joan, He will double it to
your (credit), and He will grant you Forgiveness: for Allah is Most
Ready to appreciate (service), Most Forbearing." (At-Taghabun 17) and
in the fourth time this Name is mentioned, in relation to man: " If it be
His Will, He can still the Wind: then would they become motionless on
the back of the (ocean). Verily in this are Signs for everyone who
patiently perseveres and is grateful." (Ash-Shura 33)
On the other hand, it occurs in the subject form of "Shaker" (AllRecognizer of goodness and righteousness of His servants), as shown,
for instance, in His saying: " And if any one doth Good voluntarily, be
sure that Allah is the All-Recognizer (of good), All-Knower." (AlBaqarah 158) He further says: " What can Allah gain by your
punishment, if ye are grateful and ye believe? Nay it is Allah the AllRecognizer (of good) All-Knower." (An-Nisa 147)
To be thankful then, according to Ibo Manzhur, is to be willing to
appreciate whatever good is done to you, though to praise is more
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general than to give thanks. When such is attributed to Allah Almighty,
it means that He is the One, Who highly estimates the good deeds and
acts of worship His servants do, for which He gives them rewards in
abundance.
But, this characteristic is desirable for man, and if one is described as
being grateful, this is because he is renown for the great deal of thanks
and gratitude he gives to others. The following Holy Verse, in which
gratefulness is attributed to man is typical: "O ye that are sprung from
those whom We carried (in the Ark) with Noah! verily he was a devotee
most grateful." (Al-Isra 3)
In this connection, it is narrated in a correct Hadith that when the
companions observed that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" strove his utmost in his service to Allah Almighty
they asked him about the reason for that, since Allah Almighty forgave
for him all of his sins that he had done in the past and in the future, he
said in reply to them: "Should I not then become a grateful servant (to
the Favours of Allah Almighty)?"
This readiness to appreciate service means that Allah Almighty is
the One, with Whom the good, no matter little it might be, increases;
and this increase results from two points: He, first, multiplies the
good deeds as much as ten to seven hundred times to more and more
for such of His servants and devotees as He pleases; and, on the other
hand, He always gives rewards to His servants according to the best
of their deeds, whatsoever little and insignificant. That necessitates,
to be sure, that He forgives for them their sins, whatsoever grievous
and serious.
According to some men of knowledge, "Ash-Shakur" (the Most
Ready to appreciate service) is the One, Whose Gratitude is permanent,
and Bounty is widely spread among all of His creatures, in such a way
that He gives great rewards for every item of service and obedience,
whatsoever little, in exhortation of His servants to hasten to obey Him,
and submit to His Orders and Commands. Do you not see that He
accepts the good deeds, whatever little they might be, and gives increase
of His Bounty?
Allah does not only give rewards for service, but also He gives more
and more out of His Grace in great abundance to such as praises and
gives thanks to Him for all of His Favours: " And remember! your Lord
caused to be declared (publicly): "If ye are grateful, I will add more
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(favours) unto you; but if ye show ingratitude, truly My punishment is
terrible indeed."" (Abraham 7)
This concept of Gratefulness is uniquely particular to Allah Almighty,
for it is He Alone Who gives rewards for service, and further He increases
such for those who are thankful from amongst His servants. But anyone of
mankind is grateful only to the favours done to him; and whatever great and
bountiful his gratitude might be, and whatever thanks and praises he strives
his utmost to give are, all of that is insignificant in comparison with only a
single favour bestowed upon him by Allah.
One's gratefulness is no more than an aspect of his pleasure with the
favour conferred upon him; but, in order to have gratitude complete and
perfect, it is not sufficient for one to give thanks for such a favour, but
also it is necessary for him to work in order to keep it permanently at his
hand; and Allah prompts His servants to work hard with thanks as He
orders the family of the Prophet David: "Work ye, Sons of David, with
thanks! but few of My servants are grateful!" (Sheba 13)
Allah's appreciation of service of His servants is to multiply rewards
for them, be kind and merciful towards them, and vie in glory with the
angels because of them. One's faithfulness is to obey Allah Almighty in
all of His Orders and Commands; and Allah's Faithfulness to His
servants is to help them be grateful to Him.
To be sure, one's gratefulness is done by both words; and this is the
expression of the tongue, and sincere faith in Allah's Favours; and this is
the confirmation of the heart. In this way, gratefulness is divided into
three kinds: that which is to recognize Allah's Favour by one's tongue,
for which he gives thanks to Him; that which is done by his organs, i.e.
to do the due service to his Lord Almighty; and that which is done by his
heart, i.e. to clean it from all impurities, and keep it away from all evil
and suspicious suggestions.

How does one get the good manners related to that Name?
If one intends to be thankful to Allah Almighty, he should, first of all,
be straight and upright in all of his deeds, acts and words; and then, he
should submit to Him, comply with all of His Commands and
Restrictions, do what is due upon him, enjoin what is right and refrain
from what is forbidden. He further should love Him as much as He has
to be loved, praises Him as He should be lauded, recognize all of His
Favours He bestows upon him, which he should not use but in what
pleases Allah Almighty.
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It is incumbent upon one also to be grateful to Allah not only at the
times of ease and prosperity: but also at the times of distress and
difficulty, for in some cases, such might be a cause of would-be bliss.
It is narrated that once a man was asked about the reasons for
gratefulness in his sight, thereupon he said: "If, we have (good), we will
be grateful; and if we are deprived (of good), we will patiently
persevere." The former said: "But, this is not the type of gratefulness in
our sight." When he was asked about it, he said: "If we have (good), we
then will give others preference over us (in it); and if we are deprived (of
good), we will be grateful (to Allah)."
No doubt, Allah Almighty asks His servants to give thanks to him:
"Then do ye remember Me; I will remember you. Be grateful to Me and
reject not Faith." (Al-Baqarah 152) it is out of gratefulness to Him that
one should employ whatever favours are bestowed upon him just in what
is beneficial to mankind, and be eager to convey good to the people, as
much as is within his power, otherwise, he will be ungrateful.
Allah Almighty inaugurates His Book with praise, in order to affirm
the great significance and high value of the characteristic of thankfulness
and gratefulness, as being the best way to become closer to the Presence
of Allah. According to Al-Qurtubi in his narration from Al-Hasan:
"There is no favour but that praising (Allah for it) is better than it."
It is further narrated by Ibn Majah on the authority of Anas that the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "No
favour does Allah Almighty bestows upon anyone who says: "Praise be
to Allah", but that what he gives is much better than what he takes." It is
narrated that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" further said: "If the whole of this world, with what it contains
is in the possession of a single man of my nation, for which he says:
"Praise be to Allah", then, such a statement of praise will be far better
than all of that."
As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah by that Name, the
Holy Qur'an instructs us how to supplicate Allah by His Name "AshShakur" when it tells about Solomon that he supplicated: "O my
Lord! so order me that I may be grateful for Thy favours, which Thou
hast bestowed on me and on my parents, and that I may work the
righteousness that will please Thee: and admit me, by Thy Grace, to
the ranks of Thy righteous Servants." (An-N aml 19) this is almost
similar to the following statement, with which one should supplicate
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Allah: "O my Lord! grant me that I may be grateful for Thy favour
which Thou hast bestowed upon me, and upon both my parents, and
that I may work righteousness such as Thou mayest approve; and be
gracious to me in my issue. Truly have I turned to Thee and truly do I
bow (to Thee) in Islam." (Al-Ahqaf 15)
It is well-known that when the inhabitants of the Garden enter the
Garden and find true Allah's Promise to them, for Allah never fails in
His Promises, they will say: "Praise be to Allah, Who has removed from
us (all) sorrow: for our Lord is indeed Oft-Forgiving, Most ready to
appreciate (service)." (Fatir 34)
The following supplication is transmitted from the Messenger of
Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" on the authority of
A'ishah: "O Allah! I seek refuge with Your pleasure from Your anger,
with Your forgiveness from Your punishment, and with (the mercy of)
You from (the anger of) You. I cannot reckon Your praise, for You are
as You applauded Yourself. Praise be to Allah as much as is fitting for
(all of) His Favours, and His Increase (in good): 0 Allah! Make good the
conclusion of all of our affairs, and deliver us from the shame of this
world, and (save us) from the punishment of the hereafter."
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It is further significant to mention the following supplication: "O
Allah! To You be all the praises (at the times of) whatever trial You (put
us to), and for all of what You do concerning ourselves; to You be praise
for You have guided us (to the right way); to You be praise for You have
honoured us; to You be praise for You have screened (all sins and
mistakes of) us; to You be praise for the Qur'an (You have granted us);
to You be praise for whatever family and property (You have endowed
us with); to You be praise for Your Forgiveness (which You have
assigned to us); to You be praise for this generous Prophet (Muhammad
with whom You have honoured us) and made us of His devotees; to You
be praise as much (as is within our capacity) until You be well-pleased;
to You be praise 0 (Allah) Worthy of (making people) fear (You, and
safeguard themselves from Your Punishment), Full of Forgiveness (for
such of Your servants as You please)."
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(THE MOST IDGH)
Allah Almighty is beyond any kind of praise or description one might
give or think of Him, Glorified from all things they attribute to Him:
there is no god but He, with Whom there is no partner. The Most High
then is the One, above Whom there is nothing at all: it is He, Who is so
much High and Supreme in Glory that He overpowers the whole creation
with His Might. All of His Characteristics and Merits are high, and the
highest of which is His Oneness and Uniqueness, i.e. the testimony that
there is no god but Allah.
This Name comes many times in the Holy Qur'an, and a mention
might be made here of the following: " His Throne doth extend over the
heavens and the earth, and He feeleth no fatigue in guarding and
preserving them for He is the Most High, the Supreme (in glory)." (AlBaqarah 255) " That is because Allah, He is the Reality: and those
besides Him whom they invoke, they are but vain Falsehood: verily
Allah is He, Most High, Most Magnificent." (Al-Hajj 62) "No
intercession can avail in His Presence, except for those for whom He has
granted permission. So far (is this the case) that, when terror is removed
from their hearts, will they say, 'What is it that your Lord commanded?
They will say: 'That which is true and just; and He is the Most High,
Most Great'." (Sheba 23) " It is not fitting for a man that Allah should
speak to him except by inspiration, or from behind a veil, or by the
sending of a Messenger to reveal, with Allah's permission, what Allah
wills: for He is Most High, Most Wise." (Ash-Shura 51)
According to Al-Qurtubi, "Al-Aliyy" (the Most High) is He,
Supreme in position and estimation, and not in place nor location,
for Allah Almighty is deemed far above any place or location. In
this connection, it is narrated on the authority of Abd Ar-Rahman
lbn Qurt that on the Night Journey, when the Messenger of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" was made to ascend to the
heavens, he heard the angels glorifying Allah in the highest heaven:
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"Glorified be Allah, Most High, Most Supreme! Glory be to Him,
Almighty."
This is one of the Names of freeing Allah from all kinds of
imperfection or deficiency: He is too High to perceive, His Nature too
Supreme to identify; and that's because all minds fail to understand His
Glory and Perfection. He is the worthiest of being praised and lauded:
"To Him belongs the loftiest similitude (we can think of) in the heavens
and the earth: for He is Exalted in Might, Full of Wisdom." (Ar-Rum 27)
According to Al-Ghazali, Allah's Highness, like all of His
Characteristics, such as knowledge, power, and sovereignty, is absolute,
in the sense that none shares it with Him, for it is not consonant with His
Majesty to have anyone like unto Him.
How does one get the etiquette of that Name?
If one has a desire to get a good portion of that Name, he should be
well-aware of the significance of Allah's Highness and Supremacy; and
once he knows that, he soon comes to lower his head in submission to
this Loftiness, and put himself to humiliation before this Power and
Glory. The more one is humble before Allah Almighty, the more He
raises him in degree; and the more one is arrogant towards (coming in
submission to) Allah Almighty, the more He lowers him, and puts him to
shame and disgrace.
It is narrated that when Allah Almighty inspired to the mountains that
He would cause the Ark of Noah to descend on one of them, they all felt
high and lofty, barring the Judi, which behaved humbly, thereupon Allah
Almighty caused the Ark to descend on it.
It is further narrated that when Allah Almighty inspired to Moses that
He would communicate with him through direct speech from over one of
the mountains, everyone of the mountains felt arrogant and high, in the
hope for being the one on which Moses would be communicated direct
by Allah Almighty, except for the Mount of Sinai, which showed
humility and modesty, thereupon Allah Almighty assigned to it the
honour of being the mountain on which He spoke direct to Moses.
The honour of loftiness in position was bestowed by Allah upon such
of His servants as the Prophets and Messengers; and the case of
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Idris is typical in His saying: "We bestowed
on him Isaac and Jacob, and each one of them We made a prophet. And
We bestowed of Our Mercy on them, and We granted them lofty honour
on the tongue of truth ... " Also mention in the Book the case of Idris: he
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was a man of truth (and sincerity), (and) a prophet: And We raised him
to a lofty station." (Mary 49:50&56:57)
As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah by that Name, it is
sufficient for value and significance that we are commanded to say in the
posture of prostration in the prayer: "Glory be to my Lord, Most High."
It is beautiful to supplicate Allah with the following supplication:
"Glorified, Exalted and Hallowed be You, 0 my Lord! Glorified be He
Who is Most High, other than Whom there is none to be high alike!"
Furthermore, the Holy Verse of the Throne, which concludes Allah's
Names "Most High, Supreme (in Glory)" has a wonderful secret, for if
one recites it at night, and before he goes to bed, it will keep protecting
him from the Evil One until it is morning, and if one recites it in the
morning, it will keep saving him from Satan until it is evening.
According to the narration of Al-Qurtubi, if one recites the Holy Verse
of the Throne following every (obligatory) prayer, he will be given the
reward of those thankful, grateful, and true in faith, and Allah will spread
His Mercy over him. According to others, it is equal, in reward and
value, to one-third the Holy Qur'an.
The following supplication is significant: "O my God! You are the
Most High, Free from all limits and directions, Exalted and deemed far
above all false impressions and illusions: You have raised high in honour
such as take refuge to You, and given the Lofty Station to such as put
their trust in You. 0 my God! You have raised our chief Muhammad to
the highest degree (in rank and position), and made him the main key for
all stations (of glory): so, single out for us a good portion of his lofty
heritage, and valuable honour, in order that we would have a larger
portion of the high position, and get, by virtue of following his steps,
greater happiness: You have power over all things."
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AL-KABEER
(THE MOST MAGNIFICENT)
This characteristic is of those unique to Allah Almighty, and it is not
befitting for anyone of His servants to be described with it. The Most
Magnificent means the One of the Highest degree of Splendour, the
utmost level of Glory, and the Loftiest position of Perfection.
He is the One, completely free of all wants, independent from any of
His creatures; and if there is such as described as self-sufficient, none
other than Allah Almighty is worthier and more convenient to attain this
privilege. He is too Magnificent, too Glorious, and Too outstanding to
have such as like unto Him from amongst His creation.
From amongst the many places in which this Name is mentioned
in the Qur'an, you might consider the following: " He knoweth the
Unseen and that which is open: He is the Most Magnificent, the most
High." (Ar-Ra'd 9) " That is because Allah, He is the Reality: and
those besides Him whom they invoke, they are but vain Falsehood:
verily Allah is He, Most High, Most Magnificent." (Al-Hajj 62)
You might observe here that this Name "Al-Kabeer" (the Most
Magnificent) comes in association with the Name "Al-'Aliyy" (the Most
High), in view of the essential relationship between both. As High,
Supreme, and Lofty Allah Almighty is, He is further Magnificent,
Splendid, Grand, and Great. Sufficient for clear sign of His
Magnificence is this immense universe: the heavens with their highness,
loftiness and vastness, the earth with its spaciousness, firm mountains,
abundant water, and all living beings, in addition to the celestial bodies
between both the heavens and the earth; and all of that discloses
manifestly Allah's Great Power and Splendour.
Man, by nature, is accustomed to have the idea that the Lord Whom
he should serve and worship should be the Greatest and the Most
Magnificent of all things he knows and sees with his own eyes. Take, for
instance, the case of the Prophet Abraham: when he was showed by
Allah Almighty the great dominion of both the heavens and the earth,
and before he had been guided to know the reality of his Lord Almighty,
he caught a glimpse of the celestial bodies of this universe, in search of a
clear sign, with the help of which he might be able to lead his people
aright. Seeing that his Lord should be the greatest, he observed that the
sun was the most magnificent thing available to him to see by the eye,
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and thus he thought it to be his Lord as Allah Almighty tells: " When he
saw the sun rising in splendour, he said: "This is my Lord; this is the
greatest (of all)."" Since the Lord should endure in Glory and
Magnificence, then, it is not befitting for him to set at all. For this
reason, "when the sun set, he said: "O my people! I am indeed free from
your (guilt) of giving partners to Allah." (Al-An'am 78)
It is further remarkable that the inauguration of Adhan (call for the
prayer) is to magnify Allah Almighty: "Allah is Greater (or More
Magnificent)"; and this applies also to the prayer itself. This affirms the
fact that Allah is the Greatest, the Most Magnificent of all things.
Allah Almighty orders us in the Holy Qur'an to magnify Him in
whichever state we are: " yea, magnify Him for His greatness and
glory!" (Al-Isra 111) do you not see that whenever we are amazed by
anything of wonder, we soon express our surprise by saying: "Allah is
Greater"? that's to say that whatever great, wonderful, marvelous the
thing we admire is, there is the One, Who is Greater, More Magnificent.
How does one acquire the good manners of that Name?
For this reason, it is not befitting for anyone to have the Majesty,
Glory and Magnificence barring Allah Almighty, a fact which all of
mankind should be well-acquainted with. Sometimes, one might be
described as a great; but such a greatness as belonging to man is, to
be sure, incomplete, like all of his characteristics, since they are
different not only among them, but one characteristic might be
divergent within a single man, and changeable from time to time.
As to the celebration by that Name, the following supplication is
momentous: "O Allah: Most Magnificent, Most High, Most Supreme:
we ask You to grant us good and power, and to make us independent
with You (of anyone else from amongst Your creatures), until we see
none but You: be kind to us pertaining to both in such a way as You
know it is fitting for Your devotees, and dress us the garments of (Your)
Protection in our breaths and moments (of life i.e. in all of what we do
and say), and make us (sincere) servants to You in all of our states, and
grant us (some) knowledge from Your Presence, with the help of which
we become straight in our life and death."
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(THE GUARDIAN AND PRESERVER)
Allah Almighty always keeps all that His servants do or say; and He
further preserves both the heavens and the earth with the help of His
Power, and no fatigue could seize Him because of His Preserving them,
for He is Most High, Most Great. It is He Who preserves the Tablet in
which all things are kept in record, in the highest position of the heaven,
just under the Throne of Authority.
The characteristic of guarding and preserving requires that one should
not be forgetful nor heedless, and it is not consonant with the Majesty of
Allah to be heedless or forgetful, for no slumber nor sleep can seize Him.
Furthermore, Allah preserves His servants, and sends angels acting as
keepers to guard them from what is evil and harmful by Allah's
Command, and at the same time, they keep account of all that they do
and say, be it good or evil.
There are not many occurrences of that Name in the form of "Al'Hafeez" in the Qur'an; and it is enough to say that it does not occur as
such but a few times: "If ye turn away, I (at least) have conveyed the
Message with which I was sent to you. My Lord will make another
People to succeed you, and you will not harm Him in the least. For my
Lord is Guardian and Preserver of all things." (Hud 57) " But he had no
authority over them, except that We might test the man who believes in
the Hereafter from him who is in doubt concerning it: and thy Lord is
Guardian and Preserver of all things." (Sheba 21)
In order that "Al-'Hafeez" (the Guardian and Preserver) should do
the operation of preserving and keeping, He should then have full
acquaintance of all things in the heavens and the earth, which never
changes, and His Knowledge should be ever round everything, in such a
way that enables Him to preserve and keep them standing and enduring,
with no fatigue nor trouble to overtake Him as a result of preserving
them.
"Al-'Hafeez" (the Guardian and Preserver) is He, Who has the power
to attain the ultimate end of all that He intends, plans and wills to
preserve. It is He, Who keeps, with His Power, everything of His
creation in the very position and rank, in which it is created: He
withholds the sky from falling down to the earth, makes firm the earth by
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fixing the huge and high mountains on it, so that it would not shake with
its inhabitants, protects the weak among His creatures from the
oppression of the strong of them.
It is further said that "Al-'Hafeez" (the Guardian and Preserver) is
He, Who safeguards the Holy Qur'an from change and perversion; and
this is clear in His statement: "We have, without doubt, sent down the
Message; and We will assuredly guard it (from corruption)." (Al-Hijr 9)
It is He, Who keeps man from the Evil Ones, and had it been for such
preserving, those Satans would have done great harm to mankind. It is He,
Who saves the life from annihilation, as well as the people from being given
to destruction at the hands of their enemies. It is He, Who saves the hearts of
His devotees from changing and being put to trouble while facing
difficulties and distresses.
How does man acquire the good manners related to that Name?
If one intends to have a good portion of that Name, he should save his
heart from the evil suggestions of Satan, and his soul from all material
desires and lusts, which are no more than temporary pleasure. At the same
time, he has to keep his power from being subject to the stimuli of anger and
emotion. Once man knows that Allah guards him against any kind of harm
and evil, he comes to love Him, which prompts his fear of Him, and makes
him seek His Friendship and Protection.
As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah by that Name, the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" instructs
us how to do so. It is narrated by Al-Bukhari that whenever you go to
bed, recite The Holy Verse of the Throne (the Heifer 255) Then, Allah
will appoint a guard for you who will stay with you, and no Satan will
come near you till morning."
It is further narrated in both Sahihs on the authority of Abu Hurairah:
The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said:
"When any one of you goes to bed, he should take hold of the hem of his
lower garment and then should clean (his bed) with the help of that and
then should recite the name of Allah for he himself does not know what
he left behind him on his bed, and when he intends to lie on bed, he
should lie on his right side and say: "Hallowed be Allah, my Lord. It is
with Your (grace) that I place my side and it is with You that I take it up,
and in case You withhold my being (by causing me to die), then forgive
it, and if You keep it (my being alive), then protect it with that with
which You protected the righteous among Your servants." "
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According to some learnt men, if one recites the Holy Verses of
preserving and guarding, after which he recites the following
supplication, Allah Almighty will save him from whatever evil that
might befall him:
"O Allah! (I beseech You) by the right of those Holy Verses, and the
Grand Names, which have no like, I ask You to save me from the evil of
everything that is evil, and from all the harmful things that come from
the earth or descend from the sky. 0 Allah, the Guardian and Preserver:
safeguard me from (all items and acts that lead to) disobedience, sins,
mistakes and ailment, and (protect me) from the afflictions of night and
day, from the (evil) visitants of night and day, except such as comes with
good: 0 (Allah) Most Gracious!"
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of preserving and guarding, in addition to that of the
Verses
The Holy
Throne, go as follows: " Allah is the best to preserve (him), and He is the
Most Merciful of those who show mercy!" (Yusuf 64) "It is We Who have
set out the Zodiacal Signs in the heavens, and made them fair-seeming to
(all) beholders; And (moreover) We have guarded them from every evil
spirit accursed." (Al-Hijr 16:17) "And We adorned the lower heaven with
lights, and (provided it) with guard. Such is the Decree of (Him) the Exalted
in Might, Full of Knowledge." (Fussilat 12) " There is no soul but has a
protector over it." (At-Tariq 4) "Nay, this is a Glorious Qur'an, (Inscribed)
in a Tablet Preserved!" (Al-Buruj 21:22).
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(THE SUSTAINER)
It is Allah Alone Who not only gives sustenance to all of His
servants, but also He guarantees and secures their livelihood for them, be
they good or evil, believers or non-believers, monotheists or polytheists.
This caters for the fact that He also keeps them, safeguards their lives
from destruction of hunger, resulting from food shortage.
The One as such should have the ability not only to do so, but also to
comprehend all things in His Power, in order to enforce His Will to the
full; and this is the concept of the Name "Al-Muqeet" in His saying:
"Whoever recommends and helps a good cause becomes a partner
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therein: and whoever recommends and helps an evil cause, shares in its
burden: and Allah is All-Able to do all things." (An-Nisa 85)
It is He Who has created all kinds of sustenance, as the main source
of life: He sends down from the sky rainfall in due measure, therewith to
bring out of the earth all sorts of fruits and plants, as provision for the
people and their cattle. There is no soul created by Allah but that its
provision is decreed for it as of its birth until death.
But the provision here does not only apply to food, but it implies all
things with which Allah Almighty provides any of His creatures: as well
as He sustains the bodies with food and drink, He sustains minds with
the ability to learn and understand knowledge, hearts to have faith, and
so on. As well as He provides bodies with food and drink, He also
endows them with the appetite for it, in the absence of which it has no
good taste, and the capacity to digest it, and any failure in that makes the
food of no use, and it might result in fatal diseases.
The One Who sustains the creatures should have a full knowledge of
them all, be well-acquainted with all of their states, and watcher over all
of their affairs; and this Alone enables Him to give them their sustenance
in due measure, each according to his own need. He knows, for example,
what is more fitting for any of them, which of them is most convenient to
have his sustenance enlarged, and which of them to have his sustenance
restricted. He gives provision in abundance to such as He likes, and
constricts for such as He likes, just for a certain wisdom, which none
knows barring He; and it is not up to us to question about it, even if we
fail to perceive it: all what we have to do is to admit it, take it for
granted, and submit our will to His Will.
It is out of Allah's Full Wisdom that He decreed the sustenance and
provision of the creatures before creating them. This is shown in Allah's
saying: " He set on it (the earth) mountains standing firm, high above it,
and bestowed blessings on the earth, and measured therein all things to
give them nourishment in due proportion, in four Days, in accordance
with (the needs of) those who seek (sustenance)." (Fussilat 10)
It is narrated in a correct tradition by Muslim on the authority of
Abdullah Ibn Amr Ibn Al-As: I heard The Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" saying: "Allah had ordained the
measures of the creation fifty thousand years before He created the
heavens and the earth, and (this was at the time) when His Throne (of
Authority) was upon water."
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According to the interpretation given by Ikrimah and Ad-Dahhak,
Allah Almighty decreed in due measure what is fitting for everyone of
the inhabitants of the earth in their lives, as far as provision is concerned,
and distributed the several kinds of nourishment and sustenance on the
different parts of the earth, in such a way that one part might have what
is lacking in the other, in order that the people should live depending
upon their mutual cooperation and common benefits, through exchange
of goods and commodities.
Although the Name "Al·Muqeet" (the Sustainer) does not occur in
the Qur'an but only once, it is the fortieth name among the series of
names mentioned by the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace
be upon him" in the narration of At-Tirmidhi.
How does man acquire the etiquette of this Name?
Once man knows that none sustains him barring Allah Almighty, and
that all of those men and things from whom he might get his provision
are no more than means and ways therewith one receives what is decreed
for him by Allah, the Only Sustainer, he soon comes to surrender to
Allah Almighty in willing obedience and submission.
Based upon this fact, i.e. that whatever one's toil in the hunt for
sustenance might be, he will not receive but what is decreed for him, he
should do his best to keep himself far from all illegal ways of getting his
earnings, and rather to stick to what is lawful. Indeed, if one adheres
only to what is legal and lawful pertaining to provision, surely, his
invocation for sustenance will be responded to by Allah Almighty.
This is confirmed by a correct narration, in which the Messenger of
Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said to Sa'd Ibo Abu
Waqqas: "O Sa'd! make good (and lawful) your earnings, so that you
will have your invocation responded to (by Allah)." When Sa'd stuck to
this advice, Allah Almighty honoured him, by responding to his
invocation.
Furthermore, if such as endowed with a greater portion of wealth and
property make sense to this fact too, i.e. that whatever rich they might
be, they will never eat, nor drink, nor benefit but of what is decreed for
them by Allah Almighty, and that whatever property they have does not
really belong to them but by way of lending, and putting them to trial,
since the ownership of all things belongs to Allah Almighty, they soon
will hasten to stretch their hands with the help for those who are in need
of help. They will hurry to give, in charity, at least from the surplus of
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their property to these who have no property.
This stems from their faith in the fact that everyone of mankind will
have in this life no more than what he eats therewith to sustain him, no
more than what he drinks therewith to keep his life, no more than what
he wears therewith to cover his body and save him from bareness, and no
more than what he gives in charity, whose reward is kept for him in the
hereafter; and what is beyond that is surplus property, for which he will
be reckoned.
In this connection, It is narrated by Muslim that the (Messenger of
Allah said): ''The son of Adam claims: My wealth, my wealth!" 0 son of
Adam! is there anything as your property except that which you used and
consumed, that which you wore whereupon it was damaged, or that
which you gave in charity and sent it forward? Then, you will (die and)
go and leave what remains of that to the people (after you)."
Taking from the fact that none gives provision but Allah Almighty,
the Only Sustainer, one should not raise his demands but to Allah
Almighty, nor should he ask but Him, for to Whom one should refer all
of his affairs, and in Whom one should put his trust in all of his matters.
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, the Prophet Abraham
used to talk to his Lord privately as follows: "Who created me, and it is
He Who guides me; Who gives me food and drink, And when I am ill, it
is He Who cures me." (Ash-Shu'ara 78:80)
This statement opens the way for him, who intends to speak to his
Lord, by way of thanking Him for all of His Favours and Graces. In
this connection, it is narrated by Al-Hakim that Fatimah asked the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him": "O
Messenger of Allah! Those angels have their provision through
(stating that) "None has the right to be worshipped but Allah", "Glory
be to Allah" and "Praise be to Allah": what is then the provision (of
our souls and hearts)?" thereupon the Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" instructed her to say: "O (Allah) the
First of these (who came) first, and the Last of these (to come) later,
Full of Power and Firmness, Who show mercy towards the indigent,
the Most Merciful of those who show mercy!"
It is further narrated that when Fatimah complained to the
Messenger the trouble from which she suffered, and asked him to
give her a servant to help her get rid of that suffering, he advised her
to glorify Allah after every (obligatory) prayer thirty-three times,
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praise Allah thirty-three times, and magnify Allah thirty-three times,
making a total of ninety-nine times, and complete the hundred with
(the following statement): "There is no god but Allah, The One and
Only, with Whom there is no partner, to Whom be the dominion, and
to Whom be the praise, and He has power over all things." He told
her that this was far better than a servant.
To be sure, the celebration of the Praises of Allah acts as the
provision for one's soul, sustenance for his heart; and if one's soul is
nourished, this will contribute in making his body in a better state of
health. According to some men of knowledge, if one sticks to call to
remembrance this Name, he will be secure of loneliness and solitude.
The following supplication is important in this respect: "O my God!
You have created (all) sources of sustenance, which You have made as
curtains, in which You placed clear signs for hearts (and minds to know
the truth). You are the Sustainer, and the Primal Source of provision; and
You are the One Who relieve such as takes shelter to Your Presence.
Remove from my sight the veils of the outward show, in order to (be
able to) receive my provision at Your Hand, 0 (Allah) All-Powerful; and
make easy for my soul to receive its sustenance of love and faith in Your
Bounty and Generosity; and Allah's Blessing and Peace be upon
Muhammad, his family and companions."
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(THE CAREFUL ACCOUNT TAKER)
OR THE ONE WHO SUFFICES IDS SERVANTS
This Name of Allah has two fundamental meanings: Allah Almighty
is the One Who suffices His servants against whatever evil, harm and
distresses that might befall them; and sufficient is Allah for Friend and
Protector of the faithful believers from amongst His creatures, who
always supplicate Him saying: "For us Allah sufficeth and He is the
Best Disposer of affairs."
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On the other hand, it is Allah Alone Who will call to account all of
the people for their deeds: He will reckon them for what they do and say,
in order to reward the believers among them for their good deeds, and
requite the unbelievers for their evil deeds and sins. This leads to the fact
that He will call the believers to an easy reckoning, after which they will
be admitted to the Garden; and, at the same time, He will call the infidels
and unbelievers to a hard account, which will lead them to the midst of
the fire of Hell.
This Name occurs thrice in the Qur'an: " When ye release their
property to them, take witnesses in their presence: but all-sufficient is
Allah for Careful Account Taker." (An-Nisa 6) " When a (courteous)
greeting is offered you, meet it with a greeting still more courteous, or
(at least) of equal courtesy. Allah is the Careful Account Taker of all
things." (An-Nisa 86) " who preach the Messages of Allah, and fear
Him, and fear none but Allah. And enough is Allah for Careful Account
Taker." (Al-Ahzab 39)
The significance of this Name here is that Allah Almighty carefully
and watchfully keeps account of and calculates all the deeds of His
servants, for which He rewards or punishes them, according to their
being good or evil. In this connection, it is narrated by Ibn Jarir on the
authority of Salman Al-Parisi: A man came to the Messenger of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" and said: "Peace be upon you,
0 Messenger of Allah!" the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" replied: "Upon you be Allah's peace and mercy!"
then, another one came to him and said: "Allah's peace and mercy be
upon you, 0 Messenger of Allah!" the Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" replied: "Upon you be Allah's peace,
mercy and blessing!" then, a third man came to him and said: "Allah's
peace, mercy and blessing be upon you, 0 Messenger of Allah!" Upon
this the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
replied: "Upon you be (the same)." The man said to him exclaiming: "O
Messenger of Allah! Let my father and mother be sacrificed for you! So
and so, and so and so came to you and then greeted you, and you
returned it back to them (with a greeting) much better than you returned
it back to me (what is the matter?" the Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" said to him: "Indeed, you have left
nothing for us (to give you more than yours). Allah Almighty says:
"When a (courteous) greeting is offered you, meet it with a greeting still
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more courteous, or (at least) of equal courtesy", and we returned it back
to you with a greeting of equal courtesy."
It is narrated by the grand imam Ahmad, Abu Dawud, Al-Bazzar and
At-Tirrnidhi, who describes it as a good strange Hadith, on the authority
of Imran lbn Husain that once, a man came to the Messenger of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" and greeted him: "Peace be
upon you." The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon
him" returned it back (with an equal greeting). Then, the man sat down
and he (the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon
him") said: "Ten (good deeds have been recorded for you)." Another one
came and greeted: "Allah's peace and mercy be upon you." He replied to
him (with the same greeting). He sat down and the Messenger of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "Twenty (good deeds
have been recorded for you)." Then, a third man came and said: "Allah's
peace, mercy and blessing be upon you." He returned it back to him
(with an equal greeting). The man sat down and the Messenger of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" then said: "Thirty (good deeds
have been recorded for you)."
It is narrated by lbn Abu Hatim on the authority of Ibn Abbas that he
said: "If anyone of Allah's creatures greets you, you should reply to him,
even though he is a Magian. That's because Allah Almighty says:
"When a (courteous) greeting is offered you, meet it with a greeting still
more courteous, or (at least) of equal courtesy.""
However, both meanings of this Name are referred to in the Qur'an.
Take, as example for the first meaning, Allah's saying: " surely His is the
Command, and He is the Swiftest in taking account." (Al-An'am 62) and:
" if there be (no more than) the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring
it (to account): and enough are We to take account." (Al-Anbiya 47)
The other meaning, i.e. Allah's Sufficiency and Protection of His
servants is implied in His saying: " if anyone puts his trust in Allah,
sufficient is (Allah) for him." (At-Talaq 3) and: "But if they tum away,
say: "Allah sufficeth me; there is no god but He: on Him is my trust, - He
the Lord of the Throne (of Glory) Supreme!"" (At-Tawbah 129)
It is well-known that no one seeks Allah's Help and Support with the
statement: "For me Allah is Sufficient, and He is the Best Disposer of
affairs", but that Allah helps him overpower his enemies.
How does one acquire the good manners of that Name?
To be sure, when one is well-aware of the fact that Allah Almighty
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suffices for him against what is evil and harmful, he does not feel lonely
because of people's desertion of him: on the contrary, he puts in mind
that what fails to be his portion is not to be for him, and what is doomed
to be his portion is not to fail to reach him. That's because he depends
upon Allah Alone to fulfill all of his needs, refers to Him all of his
affairs, and turns to Him in all matters and cases, in order to become " Of
those who answered the call of Allah and the Messenger, even after
being wounded, those who do right and refrain from wrong have a great
reward. Men said to them: "A great army is gathering against you, so
fear them": but it (only) increased their Faith; they said: "For us Allah
sufficeth, and He is the best disposer of affairs." And they returned with
Grace and Bounty from Allah; no harm ever touched them: for they
followed the good pleasure of Allah." (Al Imran 172:174)
One should further be careful in keeping account of what he does and
says: he should reckon himself, putting in consideration the following
statement: "Reckon yourselves (in the world) before you are reckoned
(in the hereafter), have a just estimate (of the deeds and acts of) you
before (those of) you are weighed (on the Day of Judgement), and get
ready for the great display (of you before your Lord)."
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, it is narrated on the
authority of Abu Ad-Darda that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" said: "He, who says: "Allah sufficeth
me; there is no god but He: on Him is my trust, - He the Lord of the
Throne (of Glory) Supreme" seven times every morning and evening,
Allah Almighty suffices him against all the matters of both the world and
the hereafter that might concern him."
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AL·JALEEL
(THE ONE FULL OF MAJESTY)
Although this Name does not occur in the Holy Qur'an in the same
form in which it is written, there are some statements which refer to it, as
shown in Allah's saying: "But will abide (forever) the Face of thy Lord,
Full of Majesty, Bounty and Honour." (Ar-Rahman 27) " Blessed be the
name of thy Lord, Full of Majesty, Bounty and Honour." (78)
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The Majesty here refers to Magnificence, Splendour and Excellence,
which do not belong but to Allah Almighty. The Messenger of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" urges us to supplicate Allah so
much calling: "O (Allah), Full of Majesty, Bounty and Honour!"
"Al-Jaleel" (Full of Majesty), according to the definitions of some
learnt men, is He, Who is too Magnificent and Great to be matched,
Exalted from all that is unfitting for Him, full of Perfection in
characteristics, Who manifests His Glory upon hearts with the Merits of
His Majesty, and shows the secrets with the qualities of His Beauty; and
everything in the world, described as glorious, beautiful, majestic stems
from the Lights of His Nature and Characteristics.
"Al-Jaleel" (Full of Majesty) is He, Who has all characteristics of
loftiness, supremacy and highness, such as independence, sovereignty,
sanctity, inviolability, knowledge and power. It is not befitting but for
Him Alone to command, enjoin and forbid what He pleases. He always
manifests His Glory upon His creatures, though they have no power to
see Him with their eyes in the world; and that's for: how should a thing,
limited and bounded be able to grasp in vision what is unlimited,
unbounded and infinite? But in the hereafter, the faithful believers
among them will be given the power to see His Countenance as shown in
His saying: "Some faces, that Day, will beam (in brightness and beauty);
Looking towards their Lord." (Al-Qiyamah 22:23)
"Al·Jaleel" (Full of Majesty) then is He, Who has the right to enjoin
and forbid what He likes, for it is not within the capacity of everyone to
share Him in this matter. It is He, Who grants honour to such as turns to
Him, as well as He puts to humiliation such as He drives away from His
Mercy. It is He, Who has the highest degree of estimation in the hearts of
those endued with knowledge and love. It is He, Who honours His
devotees out of His Bounty, and puts to shame His enemies out of His
Justice: Glory be to Him: there is none full of Majesty but He, none full
of Magnificence but He, none full of Greatness but He
As long as "Al-Jaleel" (the Full of Majesty) is He, Who is described
by the merits of Glory and Majesty, it refers then to the perfection of
characteristics, in the same way as "Al-Kabeer" (the Most Magnificent)
refers to the perfection of nature. But "Al-Azeem" (the Most Great)
refers to the perfection of both characteristics and nature.
How does one get the good manners of that Name?
According to some scholars, the majestic from amongst servants is
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him, whose inside and outside characteristics are good, i.e. who
seems fine in appearance and character, therewith he is able to free
himself from the false thoughts, wrong ways and bad manners, in
order to communicate with the valuable and significant disciplines of
knowledge, good manners and conduct. Thus, he will have a high
appreciation and a great portion of the love in the sight of the people.
As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah by that Name, it is
said that whoever calls it to remembrance so frequently, is helped
overpower the evil suggestions of Satan. For this reason, the Messenger
of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" calls us to remember
it so much. It is na1Tated on the authority of Abu Sa'id Al-Maqburi that
he said: There was a man who used to say so much: "O (Allah) Full of
Majesty, Bounty and Honour." We noticed that (every time he said so)
his needs were fulfilled.
The following supplication in the shade of that Name is important: "O
my God! You are Full of Majesty, from (the strong effect of) Whose
Majesty all (of the souls) tremble (in awe), and for fear of Your Power of
Authority, all the livers soften. You are the Most Generous, for Whom
all the hearts have longing; the Most Merciful, Who shine in
Compassion and Kindness which relieves of distresses and disasters. To
You be the Absolute Perfection and the Decisive Power and Honour:
grant us the eyes of sight, therewith to see the effects of Your Power and
Greatness, and save us from arrogance and haughtiness of the
demonstration of the statements (of religion without acting upon them),
as well as from stopping at the outside features and aspects of deeds
(without going through their spirit and nature). 0 my God! Manifest
Your Majesty to me so that never would I see anyone but that he has
fallen in prostration to Your Greatness, and I would see all (of your
creatures) in submission, with humility, to the manifestation of Your
Power, with the result that I would not commit (any deed that leads to)
Your disobedience: You have power over all things; and Allah's Blessing
and Peace be upon Muhammad, his family and companions."
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AL-KAREEM
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(THE MOST HONOURABLE} MOST GENEROUS)
According to some learnt men, the Most Honourable is Allah
Almighty, for He ever gives in great abundance, Whose Favours He
bestows upon His servants are never-ending, and Whose Hands are
always stretched with Bounty; and He spends as much as He pleases;
and to Whom belongs the dominion of all the treasures of the heavens
and the earth.
Whenever He Almighty is asked for something, He soon gives in great
quantity; and whenever He makes a promise, He never fails to fulfill it; and
He is not to put to disappointment such as takes shelter to Him.
According to Ibn Ata, "Al-Kareem" (the Most Honourable, Most
Generous) is the One, beyond Whose Bounty people's hopes and
aspirations never go. It is, according to lbn Manzhur, a comprehensive
Name, which contains all characteristics of good, honour and superiority;
and all acts related to it are praiseworthy.
From amongst the Holy Statements in which this Name comes, a
mention might be made of the following: "Exalted be Allah, the King,
the Reality; there is no god but He, the Lord of the Throne (of
Authority), Most Honourable!" (Al-Mu'minun 116) " 0 man! what has
seduced thee from thy Lord Most Honourable?" (Al-Infitar 6) "If any is
grateful, truly his gratitude is (a gain) for his own soul; but if any is
ungrateful, truly my Lord is Free of All Needs, Most Honourable!" (AnNaml 40)
This characteristic of Generosity is given to sustenance as shown in
Allah's saying: " Such in truth are the Believers: they have grades of
dignity with their Lord, and forgiveness, and generous sustenance." (AlAnfal 4) The Honour is also granted to the Prophet: That this is verily
the word of an honourable Messenger." (Al-Haqqah 40) The angels also
have a portion of this characteristic: But verily over you (are appointed
angels) to protect you, Generous and honourable; writing down (your
deeds)." (Al-Infitar 11:12)
11
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As Honourable and Generous as Allah Almighty is, He describes the
Qur'an, His Speech, with the same when He says: " That this is indeed a
Qur'an most honourable, In a Book well-guarded." (Al-Waqi'ah 77:78)
The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
described with generosity and honour such Prophets as Yusuf, Jacob,
Isaac and Abraham. In this connection, it is narrated by Al-Bukhari and
others on the authority of Abu Hurairah: Some people asked The Prophet
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him": "Who is the most honourable
amongst the people?" He replied: "The most honourable among them is
the one who is the most Allah-fearing." They said: "O Allah's Prophet!
We do not ask about this." He said: "Then the most honourable person is
the generous, son of the generous, son of the generous, son of the
generous: Joseph, Allah's Prophet, the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the
son of Abraham, Allah's bosom friend." They said: "We do not ask about
this." He said: "Then (did) you want to ask me about the Arabs'
descent?" They said: "Yes." He said: "Those who were best in the preIslamic period, are the best in Islam, if they comprehend (the religious
knowledge)."
"Al-Kareem" (the Most Generous and Honourable) is He, Who
causes one not to be in need of others. It is He, Who gives sustenance
with no measure to such of His servants as He pleases from sources
which they never expect. It is He, Whose Habit is to pardon the
disobedient among His servants, in spite of His Power and Plea to punish
them, if He sticks only to justice and fairness; and in this way, His
Forgiveness is All-Embracing, and His Generosity is AllComprehensive. It is He, Who never causes to fail the hopes of such as
have faith in Him, and live in His Security, under the umbrella of His
Safety. It is He, Who never suffers to be lost the deeds of such as tum to
Him, and seek His Shelter. It is He, Who always saves the generous
among the people even after their death, by keeping a good mention of
them on the tongue of those to come later. It is He, Who never causes the
disobedient to lose hope of repentance, and rather He turns to them in
Mercy, without even calling them to hard reckoning.

How does one acquire the good manners of that Name?
The generous among the people is him, who never accepts to have his
needs and questions raised but to his Lord: if you fall into mistake before
him, he will offer excuse on your behalf; if you show desertion towards
him, he will keep good relation with you; if you fall ill, he will come to
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visit you in order to ask about your health; and if you are given to
poverty, he will strive with himself and his property to relieve you, and
show kindness and compassion towards you; and whenever he gives, he
never follows up his gift with reminders of his generosity nor with
injury.
No doubt, Allah Almighty is the primal source of generosity and
honour; and whatever one's portion of generosity and honour might be,
that stems from what Allah has, which He bestows upon His servants out
of His Bounty and Grace. For this reason, one should not desist from
doing favours and showing kindness towards others, no matter hostile
and aggressive they might be to him.
Consider how the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" described the Prophet Joseph and his fathers with generosity
and honour; and it is well-established that Joseph's generosity was
beyond all expectations. Although his brothers showed enmity to him.
tried to kill him, threw him in the midst of the well, and claimed to their
father that he had died, when they fell victims of starvation as a result of
food shortage, and they went to Egypt to seek provision from him, for at
that time, he acted as the prime minister there, he did not exact
retribution from them in retaliation for their enmity and injury they did
to him: on the contrary, he faced their hostility with kindness, and
provided them with the sustenance they asked for, with more increase
from himself, out of his generosity and honour, for which he was famous
from amongst his fellows.
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, it is narrated by AlBaihaqi and Ad-Dailami on the authority of Ibn Abbas that once, Gabriel
came to the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon
him", and he was smiling in a state of pleasure. He said: "Peace be upon
you 0 Muhammad!" the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace
be upon him" replied: "Peace be upon you 0 Gabriel!" Gabriel said:
"Verily, Allah Almighty sent me to you with a present, which He never
gave to anyone before you, with which Allah Almighty honoured you."
The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
asked: "What is it?" he said: "Some words from the Treasures of His
Throne (of Authority)." Say: "O (Allah) Who has made manifest what is
beautiful, and screened what is ugly, Who does not punish for every
minor sin, nor does He lift the curtains (which cover the sins of His
servants). 0 (Allah) full of Great Forgiveness and All-Embracing
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Pardon, Who stretches both Hands with (generous) gifts ... 0 (Allah),
Most Supreme in Honour and Bounty, as far as forgiveness is concerned,
Who does favours even before they become due: 0 my Lord! 0 my
Master!·o (You Who fulfill) my hope! I ask you to save me from the
(Hell's) fire!"
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(THE WATCHER (OVERALL TIDNGS))
"Ar-Raqeeb" is the One Who observes such as He likes through
having- a view of all that they do, act and say. But this necessitates that
He. should also keep an eye on them, in order to guard them from
whatever harm or evil that might strike them.
-However, this Name occurs many times in the Qur'an. Allah
Alinighty says on the tongue of Jesus, son of Mary: "Never said I to
them aught except what Thou didst command me to say: "Worship
Allah, my Lord and your Lord"; and I was a witness over them whilst I
dwelt amongst them; when thou didst take me up thou wast the Watcher
over them, and Thou art a witness to all things." (Al-Ma'idah 117) He
further says: " fear Allah, through Whom ye demand your mutual
(rights), and (reverence) the wombs (that bore you): for Allah ever
watches over you." (An-Nisa 1) He Almighty says addressing His
Messenger Muhammad "Peace be upon him": " It is not lawful for thee
(to marry more) women after this, nor to change them for (other) wives,
even though their beauty attract thee, except any thy right hand should
possess (as hand-maidens): and Allah doth watch over all things." (AlAhzab 52)
Allah Almighty then stares at all of His servants, and has an intent
look of all of their deeds, in order to keep account of them, for which He
rewards or punishes them in the hereafter, according to their being good
or evil. His Watch is ever round their insides, comprehends all of their
secrets, and nothing of their intentions could be hidden from Him. That's

Ar-Raqeeb (The Watcher (Over All Things))

•

179

because He always witnesses them all time, and He could hardly be
absent from them even as short as a single twinkling of an eye, for
neither slumber nor sleep could overtake Him.
.
·
Furthermore, He sends with everyone of mankind two angels ·in his
company, in order to keep account of what he does or says, and guard
him by Allah's Command from whatever harm and evil that might rn;fall
him. When a faithful believer dies, the two angels sticking to· him will
continue in his company in the grave, asking for Allah's Forgivene·ss for . . ..
him until the Day of Judgement.
In this connection, it is narrated on the authority of Anas that the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon hiJll". said:
"Verily, Allah Almighty has entrusted everyone of His servants· to two
angels, so as to write all of his deeds. When he dies, they say,: "O our
Lord! So and so died: give us permission to ascend to the heaven.'; All~l:t
Almighty says: "The heavens are filled with My angels, who c.elebrate • ,
My Praises and declare My Glory." They say: "O our.Lord!. Let us then · ;
live on (the surface of) the earth." He says: "No doubt, the earth. is filled · : . ·
with a great quantity of My creatures, that celebrate My Praises and ·
declare My Glory." They ask: "Then, 0 our Lord! Where do we live?"
He says: "Be near the grave of My servant (to whom you were sticking
before death), so that you should magnify Me, celebrate My Praises, and·
declare My Glory, and record the reward of that in the account of My
·
·
servant until the Day of Judgement."
How does man acquire the good manners of this Name?·
No doubt, acting upon this Name raises man up to the station in.·
which he worships Allah just as if he sees Him, and if he fails to see Him
really, he should put in mind that He Almighty sees him. To observe
Allah in service, to be sure, adjusts the conduct of one, for it raises him
in degree in the Sight of his Lord: if one puts in consideration that Allah
Almighty sees him in all that he does and says, surely, he comes to desist ·
from what is evil and shameful, and rather stick to what is· good.
According to some men of knowledge, if one observes· Allah even in his
thoughts, Allah will protect his organs from doing what is evil,
It is narrated that there was a man endued with knowledge, and he
had many students and disciples, and he used to give preference to one •
of them over the others; and when he was asked about the reason, he
promised to show to them why he did so. He gave each of them a bird,
and commanded that he should slay it in a place where none could be·
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able to see him. All of them returned with his bird slain, telling him that
he had slaughtered it in a place where none saw him, barring this
disciple, whom he used to favour to the others: he returned with his bird
still alive. His mister asked him why he did not slay his bird, thereupon
he answered: "O my mister! You commanded me to slay it in a place
where none could be able to see me; and of course, there is no place on
the surface of the earth, where Allah Almighty could not be able to see
me."
This Name has many wonderful secrets and marvelous mysteries; and
there are various statements of the learnt men pertaining to it: "If you sit
to instruct the people, be, first of all, an instructor to your heart and soul
(before those sitting around you); and do not be deceived by their
gathering upon you, for they observe your apparent conduct, and Allah
Almighty observes your inside."
One's portion of this Name is to stick to observing Allah in all of his
deeds, whether he is alone or in the company of others, and to make his
heart and sense adhere, with whole devotion, to Him during his prayers
as well as in all items of service. No doubt, Satan does his best to divert
one from speaking privately to his Lord, by putting his mind in
distraction, with the result that he does not know the number of the
rak'ahs he might have prayed, a distress to which so many people are put,
barring a few, who observe Allah, and call in mind His Magnificence
and Greatness.
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, it is more fitting for
one to remember it within himself, and live in its shade with his mind
and soul, in order to become in a permanent celebration once he is doing
or saying anything in which he has to observe Allah; and since we
should observe Allah in all what we do or say, there is no single moment
in which, we could say, that we do not observe Him.
If one does so, he will rise to the station of faithfulness, in which, as
we said earlier, he serves Allah as if he sees Him, even though he really
does not see Him. This requires that one should feel shy of Allah
Almighty in what he does; and it is this alone which could forbid him to
do what is shameful.
In this connection, it is narrated that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" said: "Feel shy of Allah just as shyness
should really be." The companions said: "We feel shy, 0 Prophet of
Allah, thanks to Allah Almighty." On that the Messenger of Allah
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"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "It is not so: but to feel
shy of Allah as shyness should really be is to keep the head and whatever
(knowledge and thoughts) it has, and the belly with what it contains
(from being gained or used in what is shameful), and to remember death
and extinction; and whoever seeks (the good of) the hereafter, should
leave the splendour of this life: if one does so, he, in fact, has felt shy of
Allah just as shyness should really be."
Some learnt men say that whoever remembers this Name while being
on journey, Allah Almighty saves him and also his family in his absence.
They advise one as such to recite: " He it is Who created the heavens and
the earth in six Days, and is moreover firmly established on .the Throne
(of authority), He knows what enters within the earth and what comes
forth out of it, what comes down from heaven and what mounts up to it.
And He is with you wheresoever ye may be. And Allah sees well all that
ye do." (Al-Hadid 4).

AL-MUJEEB
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(THE MOST READY TO RESPOND)
This Name occurs in the Qur'an many times, and the mention might
be made of Allah's saying: " then ask forgiveness of Him, and tum to
Him (in repentance): for my Lord is (always) near, Quick to Respond.".
(Hud 61) and: "(In the days of old), Noah cried to Us, and We are the
Best to respond (to invocation)." (As-Saffat 75)
·
It occurs in the verb form in Allah's saying: " Or, who is quick to
respond to the (soul) distressed when it calls on Him, and who
relieves its suffering, and makes you (mankind) inheritors of the
earth? (Can there be another) god besides Allah? Little it is that ye
heed!" (An-Naml 62) and: " When My servants ask thee concerning
Me, I am indeed ever Close (to them): I am Quick to respond to the
prayer of every suppliant when he calleth on Me: let them also, with a
will, listen to My call, and believe in Me: that they may walk in the
right way." (Al-Baqarah 186)
According to lbn Manzhur, "Al-Mujib" (the Most Ready, and Quick
to Respond) is He, Who always receives one's invocation and prayer
with reward; and none does so barring Allah Almighty, the Truth. It is
He Alone Who always listens to the prayer of His servants, which He
answers, relieves the calamity-stricken ones among them, and alleviates
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the disaster of the distressed ones. Moreover, He Almighty gives His
Gifts to His servants even before they call Him, and bestows His Favours
upon them even before they invoke Him; and that's because He has full
knowledge of their needs.
Allah Almighty prompts His servants to invoke Him, and promises to
answer their calls, as shown in His saying: " And your Lord says: "Call
on Me; I will answer your (Prayer): but those who are too arrogant to
serve Me will surely find themselves in Hell, in humiliation!" (Ghafir

60)
On the other hand, He criticizes such as do not invoke Him by saying:
" The Hypocrites, men and women, (have an understanding) with each
other: they enjoin evil, and forbid what is just, and are close with their
hands. They have forgotten Allah; so He hath forgotten them. Verily the
Hypocrites are rebellious and perverse." (At-Tawbah 67) However, to be
close with one's hands is a metonymy which refers to the abandonment
of invocation to Allah Almighty with whatever needs and quests one
might have.
But, there is an important point to explain here: the fact that Allah
Almighty is Quick to respond to the invocations and quests of His
servants does not mean that such invocations should be answered
immediately, just in the same way one wants it to be: it is true that
Allah Almighty ensures for such as invokes Him to answer his prayer,
but this answer comes at the time and in the way which He Almighty
wills, and sees as the most fitting for the one who invokes Him. For
this reason, one is required to invoke Him, and, at the same time, he
should not be hasty to receive the answer for his call: on the contrary,
he should never lose hope for Allah's Response to him because of its
delay, for, it may be that the deferment of answer would be for the
interest of the invoker, if not more fitting for him.
There are some conditions for one's invocation to be responded to, the
most important of which is that one should make good and lawful his
earnings. We saw earlier how the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing
and peace be upon him" advised Sa'd lbn Abu Waqqas to do so, on the
promise that he would have his prayer and invocation answered by Allah
Almighty.
Allah Almighty likes to listen the voice of such of His servants as He
loves, chanting with invocation and supplication: do you not see what He
says to Gabriel? He says to him: "O Gabriel! Defer the (response to the)
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prayer of My servant, for I like to hear his voice (chanting with prayer)."
On the other hand, one might be of those disliked by Allah Almighty,
and thus He says to Gabriel concerning him: "O Gabriel! Fulfill the need
of this servant of Mine, for indeed, I dislike to hear his voice."

How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
To be sure, if one wants to live in the shade of that Name, he should
feel he is so much in need of none but Allah Almighty, the Only One
Who has power to respond to his prayer; and this leads him to submit
with humility to Him, stick to standing at His Gate (of Mercy), and take
shelter to Him in every matter, significant or insignificant it might be.
At the same time, one should be eager to listen to others, and strive
his utmost to fulfill the needs of those in need among people; and this
enjoins upon him that he should not refuse to answer the quest of such as
asks him, nor should he repulse the petitioner among them.
He further should be quick to respond to Allah's Commands and
Orders, respect His Restrictions which he should not violate, and come
to Him with willful obedience and submission, as confirmed by His
saying: " 0 ye who believe! give your response to Allah and His
Messenger, when He calleth you to that which will give you life; and
know that Allah cometh in between a man and his heart, and that it is He
to Whom ye shall (all) be gathered." (Al-Anfal 34)
As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah by that Name, it is
well-known that calling to remembrance that Name results in a quick
response from Allah, God Willing. To be sure, if one sticks to
mentioning that Name, he will have his quests and needs fulfilled by
Allah Almighty, provided that he should be righteous, pious, and GodFearing, well-pleased with whatever Divine Decrees and Decisions he
might receive.
In this connection, it is narrated on the authority of Al-Laith that he
told: I saw Ibn Nafi when he was blind, and later, I saw him when he
regained his eyesight. I asked him: "How did Allah Almighty restore
your eyesight to you?" he said: "Somebody visited me (in a dream) while
I was sleeping, and told me to say: "O (Allah) Who are Ever-Near (to
Your servants), Ready to respond (to the prayer of such as You please of
them), Who listen to the invocation, the All-Knower of the finest
mysteries, and the Most Courteous towards such as You please: restore
my eyesight to me!" when I said it, Allah Almighty restored my eyesight
tome."
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The following supplication related from some righteous men is
significant: "O (Allah) Who are Ever-Near (to Your servants), Ready to
respond (to the prayer of such as You please of them), Who listen to the
invocation, Full of Love (for Your servants): keep us away from the
affliction of the world, women, heedlessness, lust, the injustice of
servants (towards one another), and the bad manners; and forgive our
sins for us, relieve us of our burdens, remove evil from us, deliver us
from (all sources and causes ot) distress, and prepare for us a way out of
it: You have power over all things."
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One might also supplicate Allah with the following supplication:
"O my Lord, Allah, Most Great, Most Honourable and Generous, AllHearing, AU-Seeing, Ever-Near (to Your servants), Ready to answer
(the prayer of such as You please of them): I seek refuge with You
from all afflictions: what is visible and what is hidden; I seek refuge
with the Perfect Words (and Statements) of Allah from the evil of
what He created; I seek refuge with You from dependence but upon
You, from humiliation but to You, and from fear but of You; I seek
refuge with You from telling forgeries, or committing lewdness, or
becoming arrogant."
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(THE ALL-EMBRACING)
There are many occurrences of that Name in the Qur'an. Allah
Almighty says: " To Allah belong the East and the West: whithersoever
ye tum, there is Allah's countenance. For Allah is All-Embracing, AllKnowing." (Al-Baqarah 115) He also says: "Those who avoid great sins
and shameful deeds, only (falling into) small faults; verily thy Lord is
All-Embracing in forgiveness." (An-Najm 32) He further says: "All
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bounties are in the hand of Allah: He granteth them to whom He
pleaseth: and Allah is All-Embracing, All-Knowing." (Al lmran 73) He
says: " But if they disagree (and must part), Allah will provide
abundance for all from His All-Reaching bounty: for Allah is AllEmbracing, All-Wise." (An-Nisa 130)
This characteristic is given to Allah's Mercy as shown in His saying:
"With My Punishment I visit whom I will; but My Mercy extendeth to
all things. That (Mercy) I shall ordain for those who do right, and
practice regular charity, and those who believe in Our Signs." (Al-A'raf
156) He Almighty says: " If they accuse thee of falsehood, say: "Your
Lord is Full of Mercy, All- Embracing;" but from people in guilt never
will His wrath be turned back." (Al-An'am 147)
Allah's Throne also is granted this merit as shown in His saying: "His
Throne doth extend over the heavens and the earth, and He feeleth no
fatigue in guarding and preserving them for He is the Most High, the
Supreme (in glory)." {Al-Baqarah 255)
According to some learnt men, "Al-Wasi"' (the All-Embracing) One
is He, the significance of Whose Names and Characteristics is unlimited,
unbounded, never-ending: He is All-Embracing in forgiveness, mercy,
generosity, bounty, knowledge, and dominion: there is no end to His
Power of Authority, nor is there a limit to His Kindness, Compassion
and Courtesy. He cares for all of His servants, and He is All-Sufficient
for fulfilling all of their needs at the same time as if it is a single soul by
no more than a Command. He is so much All-Embracing that nothing
could divert Him from another; and that's because His Power and
Knowledge extend over all things He has created.
According to Ibo Manzhur, "Al-Wasi"' (the All-Embracing) is He,
Who is Ample in generosity, Whose Sustenance is too vast to include all
of His creatures, Whose Mercy and Independence extend over all things
in the worlds. He is the One, Whose Knowledge is Ever-Round all
things.
According to others, "Al-Wasi'" (the All-Embracing) is He, for
Whose Evident Proof there is no certain limit, at which it terminates, nor
there is an end for His Power of Authority and Dominion. It is the One,
Whose Knowledge is too vast to imply everything, and in no way could
be He ignorant, and Whose Power is so much Sufficient to be over all
things; and it is for this that He never is hasty In His Deeds and Acts.
From Him, no secret nor mystery, whatsoever deep, could ever escape. It
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is He, Whose Bounty is comprehensive, and Generosity is Complete.
The quotation of the vastness of His Knowledge is taken from His
saying: "My Lord comprehendeth in His knowledge all things. Will ye
not (yourselves) be admonished?" (Al-An'am 80) and: "If the ocean were
ink (wherewith to write out) the words of my Lord. Sooner would the
ocean be exhausted than would the words of my Lord, even if we added
another ocean like it, for its aid." (Al-Kahf 109)
As to the ampleness of His Gifts, it is confirmed by His saying: " The
parable of those who spend their substance in the way of Allah is that of
a grain of com: it groweth seven ears, and each ear hath a hundred
grains. Allah giveth manifold increase to whom He pleaseth: and Allah
is All-Embracing, All-Knowing." (Al-Baqarah 261)
The proof for the fact that His Mercy is All-Reaching is shown in His
saying: "Our Lord! Thy Reach is over all things, in Mercy and
Knowledge. Forgive, then, those who tum in Repentance, and follow thy
Path; and preserve them from the Penalty of the Blazing Fire!" (Ghafir 7)
How does one get the etiquette of this Name?
If one intends to get a good portion of that Name, he should stick to
knowledge, mercy, generosity, bounty and kindness in all of his
treatments with the people. As much as Allah Almighty gives him, he
has to comprehend them in mercy and kindness, i.e. to hasten to fulfill
the needs of those in need among them; and also to embrace them with
his good manners and morality, i.e. to deal with them all generously,
kindly and justly. According to a certain narration: "If you fail to reach
the people with your property, then, you should (at least) embrace them
with your good manners and morality."
For this reason, one as such is always described as having his breast
expanded, in view of his forbearance, patience and tendency to
forgiveness. This means that one should manage all of his behaviours: he
should not be hasty in his reactions, nor should he be ready to be
provoked by anger: in all states, he should stick to self-control.
It is a part of getting the good manners related to this Name that one
should invoke good not only for himself in particular, but also for all of
the faithful believers. The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" guides us, for example, to make general our asking
for good and forgiveness to include all the Muslims, and not to restrict
good to certain men, including even himself, on the exclusion of others.
In this connection, it is narrated on the authority of Abu Hurairah that
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the Messenger of Allah "Allah' s blessing and peace be upon him" said:
"You should ask for Allah's Blessing (and Peace) upon me, as well as all
of Allah's Prophets and Messengers, for indeed, Allah Almighty sent
them as well as He sent me."
It is further narrated that once, a desert dweller came to him and
supplicated Allah saying: "O Allah! Bestow Your Mercy upon me and
Muhammad, and do not comprehend in Your Mercy anyone with us." On
that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
said: "No doubt, you've restrained (Allah's Mercy, which is) allembracing (to reach all the people)."
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, it is mentioned that
the one who remembers it receives from Allah ample sustenance,
independence and richness, authority, and he has his breast expanded
with patience, forbearance. Besides, he becomes free of all reasons for
resentment and hatred towards others; and Allah Almighty grants him
release from every difficulty, and relief from every distress.
The following supplication is significant: "O Allah! You really know
that I'm famous for my ignorance, and You are described as the One Full
of Knowledge. Your Knowledge extends over all things of which I'm
ignorant: so, let Your Mercy extend over all of that, in the same way as
Your Knowledge does; and forgive for me: You have power over all
things."
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"O Allah! The King, the Grantor (of sustenance): grant us, out of
Your Favours, that, which, You know, helps us get Your Good Pleasure;
and dress us with a dress from Your Presence, that saves us from the
afflictions that might befall us because of Your Gifts; and free us from
any description which attributes imperfection (to You) of what is kept
with You in Your Knowledge, which You forbid to anyone else. 0 my
God! You are All-Embracing, Who cares for all things, Whose Greatness
and Magnificence astonish, with wonderment, the wisest and the most
knowledgeable (among the people): Your Favours extend to (all of Your
servants, including even) the disobedient; and Your Reach, in Your
Power, is over all things in existence; Your Ample Pardon comprehends
(even) the criminals; and Your generous sustenance embraces the weak
(among the people)."
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AL-'HAKEEM
(THE .ALL-WISE)
Allah Almighty is the Wisest of those who are wise; and to Him
belong the perfect wisdom and decision. He is the One, Full of Wisdom,
i.e. to know the best things, with the help of the best knowledge. The one
who is well-versed in the finest mysteries of arts and knowledge is
described as one endued with wisdom, particularly when he has the
a~ility to give the best judgeme nts and the soundest decisions.
Allah Almighty assigns a portion of this characteristic to such of His
servants as He pleases. He describes Yahya, son of Zakariyya with the same
merit in His statement about him: "and We gave him Wisdom even as a
youth." (Maryam 12)
Allah's Full Wisdom is beyond reason, above any idea or thought
about it, too fine and great to perceive. This Name occurs over one
hundred times in the Qur'an, in most of which, it comes in the company
of Allah's Name "Al-'Aze ez" (Exalted in Might), as shown in His
saying: "Our Lord! Send amongst them a Messeng er of their own, who
shall rehearse Thy Signs to them and instruct them in Scripture and
Wisdom, and sanctify them: for Thou art the Exalted in Might, the
Wise." (Al-Baqarah 129) " If ye backslide after the Clear (Signs) have
come to you, then know that Allah is Exalted in Power, Wise." (209)
"Messengers who gave good news as well as warning, that mankind,
after (the coming) of the Messengers, should have no plea against Allah:
for Allah is Exalted in Power, Wise." (An-Nisa 165)
In many cases, it comes in association with Allah's Name "Al-' Aleem"
(the All-Knowing) as shown in His saying: " They said: "Glory to Thee: of
knowledge we have none, save what Thou hast taught us: in truth it is Thou
Who art perfect in knowledge and wisdom" " (Al-Baqarah 32) " soon will
Allah enrich you, if He wills, out of His bounty, for Allah is All-Knowing,
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All-Wise." (At-Tawbah 128)
In some occurrences, it comes in the company of Allah's Name "Al- ·
Khabeer" (Well-Acquainted with all things) as shown in His saying: "He
is the Irresistible, (watching) from above over His worshippers; and He
is the Wise, Acquainted with all things." (Al-An'am 18) " He knoweth
the Unseen as well as that which is open. For He is the Wise, wellacquainted (with all things)." (73)
From amongst the statements in which it is mentioned with His Name
"At-Tawwab" (Oft-Returning), the following is significant: " If it were
not for Allah's grace and mercy on you, and that Allah is Oft-Returning,
Full of Wisdom, (ye would be ruined indeed)." (An-Nur 10)
In the following statement, it comes in the company of "Al-'Hameed"
(Praiseworthy): "No falsehood can approach it from before or behind it:
it is sent down by One Full of Wisdom, Worthy of all Praise." (Fussilat
42) Consider also that it comes in the company of "Al-'Aliyy" (Most
High): " It is not fitting for a man that Allah should speak to him except
by inspiration, or from behind a veil, or by the sending of a Messenger to
reveal, with Allah's permission, what Allah wills: for He is Most High,
Most Wise." (Ash-Shura 51)
Since the Holy Qur'an is Allah's Speech, it is granted also the
characteristic of wisdom as shown in His saying: " Ya Sin. By the
Qur'an, Full of Wisdom." (Ya Sin 1:2) " And verily, it is in the Mother
of the Book, in Our Presence, high (in dignity), full of wisdom" (AzZukhruf 4) "This is what We rehearse unto thee of the Signs and the
Message of Wisdom." (Al Imran 58)
According to Al-Ghazali, none could know the very nature and reality
of Allah barring Allah Almighty; and this necessitates that He Alone
should be the All-Wise in truth, for it is He Alone Who has full
knowledge of the primal sources and origins of things, by His Eternal
Everlasting Knowledge, which none could think of an end to which it
comes, and in which there is no doubt nor suspicion. To be sure, wisdom
is to have full knowledge of the best items of information, with the help
of the best sorts of sciences. Based on that, the All-Wise is verily the
All-Knowing, for the real wisdom means that one endued with it should
have full knowledge of all things; and none barring Allah Almighty
could have such knowledge in full.
But, Allah Almighty assigns, as we mentioned earlier, a portion of
wisdom, to all the inhabitants of the earth, of which He grants such of
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them as He pleases in different measures according to their different
natures and capabilities of understanding: " He granteth wisdom to
whom He pleaseth; and he to whom wisdom is granted receiveth indeed
a benefit overflowing; but none will grasp the Message but men of
understanding." (Al-Baqarah 269)
However, the scholars and men of knowledge differ in their
interpretations of the concept of such portion of wisdom as granted to
such of Allah's servants as He pleases: some refer it to Prophethood,
others to the knowledge of the Qur'an, some to the good understanding
of religion, and many to the willful submission and obedience to Allah's
Orders and Commands, and sanctity of His Restrictions. No matter
different those might be, they show how deep and fine its significance is.
"Al-'Hakeem" (the All-Wise) is He, Who is Exalted from doing what
should not be done, for it is not befitting for Him but to do what He does;
and this is, indeed, a right definition of the term. There is nothing but that
whose creation is subject to a due measure and certain wisdom; and this is
confirmed by Allah's saying: " Verily, all things have We created in
proportion and measure." (Al-Qamar 49) " And there is not a thing but its
(sources and) treasures (inexhaustible) are with Us; but We only send down
thereof in due and ascertainable measures." (Al-Hijr 21) "Did ye then think
that We had created you in jest, and that ye would not be brought back to Us
(for account)?" (Al-Mu'minun 115)
It is out of His Full Wisdom that He puts everything in its right place,
in accordance with what is the most convenient to it, depending upon His
Perfect and Complete Knowledge of all the matters and affairs related to
everything of His creation; and this alone is what makes all of His deeds
and Acts unquestionable, which none could reject or even discuss.
It is out of His Wisdom that He sent unto all the inhabitants of the
earth, Muhammad, the Seal of the Prophets, as the Messenger to the
worlds of both men and jinns, that are living on the surface of the earth,
in order to instruct them in Scripture and Wisdom, which stems in the
end from Allah's Wisdom of which He pours over such of His servants
as He pleases: " It is He Who has sent amongst the Unlettered a
Messenger from among themselves, to rehearse to them His Signs, to
sanctify them, and to instruct them in Scripture and Wisdom, - although
they had been, before, in manifest error." (Al-Jumu'ah 2)
How does man acquire the etiquette of this Name?
Since Allah Almighty granted us the privilege of sending to us
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Muhammad as the Messenger to the whole of mankind, in order to teach
us wisdom, then, we have to copy his guidance, do as much as is within
our capacity to approach his good manners, follow his steps, and be on
his right way. No doubt, the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" guides us to acquire wisdom through many ways:
the first point one should learn of wisdom is to be perfect as much as
possible in all that he does, for indeed, Allah Almighty loves that if
anyone of you does a thing, he should do it perfectly. If all of us stick to
that principle, we, i.e. the whole of mankind, will come to be more
prosperous and successful, our work will become more profitable, and a
greater amount of good and pleasure will befall us in general. Do you not
see how Allah Almighty, the Creator of all things, has done perfect the
making of everything He has created? Verily, the head, Le. the most
important item of such wisdom is to ward off evil, fear Allah, and save
ourselves from His Punishment.
If it is out of wisdom that one should plan for his future, and think
what he is going to do, in order to be able to face what is to come of his
days, the faithful believer then has to take from his life a provision
therewith to face the hereafter, from his health what benefits him during
his ailment, and from his youth what helps him during his geriatric age.
In other words, one should assign a portion of his lifetime, while being
healthy, youth and strong, not only to serve Allah with whole devotion,
and do what is due upon him, but also to do more supererogatory deeds,
so that whenever he is befallen by ailment, or weakness during the last
portion of his age, and thus becomes unable to do what is due upon him,
whatever supererogatory deeds he did then would be a source of profit to
him during that period in which he is too helpless to do anything.
It is further out of wisdom that one should give thanks to Allah, for
all of His Favours He bestows upon him, and be grateful to Him in
whichever state he is; and this is in confirmation to Allah's saying: "(hear
the command), "Show gratitude to Me and to thy parents: to Me is (thy
final) Goal." (Luqman 16)
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, it is said that whoever
sticks to remembering the Name of "Al-'Hakee m" (the All-Wise), the
sources of wisdom burst out of his heart and mind, and become manifest on
his tongue. Moreover, he is granted more acquaintance of the fine secrets
and deep concepts of things.
The following supplication taken from Al-Anwar Al-Qudsiyyah (the
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Holy Lights) is significant in this issue: "O my God! You've manifested
Your Glory with the Lights of Your Name "Al·'Hakeem" (All-Wise)
therewith You have showed in every creature a glorious side of wisdom,
and demonstrated in every being a virtue (by which it is characterized).
No doubt, everything (You have created or done) refers to a certain
wisdom (which none knows barring You); and every difficulty or
distress has (though hidden) a certain favour. You sent the Messengers
with sound judgements, all of which are based on wisdom; and You have
decreed sustenance (for people) in due measures from the treasures of
Your Generosity: You enlarge (sustenance for such of Your servants as
You please) for a certain wisdom, which might be hidden; and You
restrict (sustenance for such of Your servants as You please) by Your
All-Embracing Mercy. Let Your Glory rise upon my heart with the
Lights of (Your Name) "Al-'Hakeem" (All-Wise), and instruct me from
the secrets of the (One Who is) Well-Acquainted with, and has full
knowledge of all things, so that the sources of wisdom would gush forth
out of my heart, and become manifest on my tongue, forthwith my soul
recovers from ailment, and I become of those endued with wisdom
among Your servants, and be adorned with mercy and kindness: You
have power over all things."
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One should also supplicate Allah with this supplication taken from
some righteous men: "O (Allah) Strong in Grip (and Power), Irresistible,
Compeller, All-Wise! We seek refuge with You from the mischief of
what is created; and we seek refuge with You from the mischief of what
is invented; and we seek refuge with You from the mischief of the evil
plots of souls as You have decreed and planned them to be~ and we seek
refuge with You from the mischief of such as envy (others) for Your
Gifts; We ask You (to grant us) the power and honour of the world and
the hereafter, in the same way as Muhammad, Your Messenger and
Prophet asked You for the power and honour of this world through faith
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and knowledge, and the power and honour of the hereafter through
meeting and seeing (Your Glory): You are All-Hearing, Ever-Near and
Ready to respond (to the prayer of Your servants)."
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(THE ONE FULL OF LOVING-KINDNESS)
This Name comes twice in the Holy Qur'an: the first is in Allah's
saying: "But ask forgiveness of your Lord, and tum unto Him (in
repentance): for my Lord is indeed full of mercy and Loving-Kindnes.s."
(Hud 90) The second is in His saying: " And He is the Oft-Forgiving, full of Loving-Kindness." (Al-Buruj 14)
He is the One, Full of Love for those who obey Him in Willful
submission, with Whom He is Well-Pleased, so much Kind and
Compassionate, and whose deeds He appreciates. He further places love and
mercy between them, as shown in their social relationships and treatments.
Although He Alone is the Worthiest of all praises and thanks, for the favo'urs
and graces He bestows upon His servants in abundance, it is their habit that
they tum away from Him, for indeed, they are accustomed, by nature, to
stick to arrogance and haughtiness, and have the tendency to submit to the
evil suggestions of Satan to them to be far from the truth.
There is an essential relationship between loving-kindness and hope: to
be sure, one never hopes but for what he loves, nor does he have a desire but
for that for which he has longing. Based upon that, since Allah Almighty is
the Dearest and the Most Beloved to one, one's striving his utmost and
toiling to do good should be only for the sake of the Countenance of Allah
Almighty; and it is this alone which leads to Allah's Good Pleasure. In this
way, it is Allah's Good Pleasure which should be sought, and not only the
hope for His reward, even though it is important, for indeed, it is Allah's
Good Pleasure Alone which leads to rewards. The love one has for Allah
Almighty then should be the main engine that gives one impetus and
prompts him to do all of what is good in this world.
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It is out of Allah's Love and Kindness towards His servants that He
always makes them much closer to Him by virtue of the great amount of
favours and gifts He confers upon them: the more they are obedient and
submissive to Him, the more He comes to love and be kind towards
them.
But, Allah's Loving-Kindness is not restricted to such as obey Him: it
extends over all of His creatures. Do you not see that He provides all of
His servants with sustenance, be they believers or non-believers? it is
narrated in both Sahibs on the authority of Abu Hurairah: The Prophet
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "Allah says: "I am just as
my slave thinks of me. I am with him when He remembers me. If he
remembers me in himself, I too, will remember him in myself. If he
remembers me in a group of people, I shall remember him in a better
group. If he comes a span nearer to Me, I will go a cubit nearer to him. If
he comes a cubit nearer to Me, I will come a distance of two outstretched
arms nearer to him. If he comes to me walking, I will come to him
running. '"'
As well as Allah is kind and compassionate towards His devotees and
sincere servants, because of the love He has for them, He is also lovable
and dear to them in view of the fact that He is their Lord, Creator and
Bestower of favours. But Allah's Loving-Kindness go further beyond
that limit, so as to make His devotees dear and lovable to others; and
this is confirmed clearly in His saying: " On those who believe and work
deeds of righteousness will (Allah) Most Gracious bestow Love."
(Maryam 96)
In this connection, it is narrated by Muslim on the authority of Abu
Hurairah: The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon
him" said: "When Allah loves a servant, He calls Gabriel and says:
Verily, I love so and so; you should also love him. Then Gabriel begins
to love him. Then he makes an announcement in the Heaven saying:
Allah loves so and so and you also should love him. Thus the inhabitants
of the Heaven (the Angels) also begin to love him and then honor is
bestowed upon him in the earth. But, when Allah is angry with any
servant He calls Gabriel and says: I am angry with so and so, and you
also should become angry with him. Then Gabriel also becomes angry
and then makes an announcement among the inhabitants of Heaven:
Verily Allah is angry with so and so, so you also should become angry
with him. Thus they also become angry with him. Then he becomes an
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object of hatred in the earth."
According to some learnt men, the One Full of Loving-Kindness is that,
whenever He loves you, He keeps you away from all reasons and ways of
evil, and removes from your heart whatever hatred and resentment are
lurking in it. However, no one tastes the sweetness of such Love but that he
comes to remove from his heart all relations with others that might divert
him to anything else other than the one whom he loves. Allah Almighty
always makes the hearts of His servants adhere to Him in love by bestowal
of countless favours upon them, until they come much closer to His
Presence, and their love for Him is much stronger, not because of His need
of them, for indeed Allah Almighty is free of all wants, and can do without
all of the worlds, but because of His Bounty and Generosity towards them.
lbn Ata says in this issue: "If you do not think of Allah for any of His
Characteristics, then, you should think good of Him, at least for His
dealing generously with, and behaving kindly towards you: Has He done
anything to you but good? Has He granted you anything other than
favours and graces?"
In comment on this saying, it is narrated that Abu Al-Hasan Ash-Shadhli
said: "No doubt, we never love but Allah Almighty." A man said: "But the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" told that the
souls are accustomed not to love but the one who is kind towards them."
Abu Al-Hasan replied: "We never see but Allah Almighty as (worthy of
being) Kind, other than Whom we never love." The Hadith of the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" goes as
follows: "Love Allah for His immeasurable Gifts He bestows upon you in
abundance; and love me by virtue of the love you have for Allah; and love
my family by virtue of the love you have for me."
This is always the habit of the righteous among the people, who still
love Allah more than anyone else, in view of His Kindness and Mercy
towards them, innumerable gifts He bestows upon them, and their need
for Him, and their independence from others with the help of Him.
Consider this poetic paragraph of Rabe'ah Al-Adawiyyah, in which she
expresses her great love for Allah Almighty: "I have two kinds of love for
You: that which stems from longing, and that which results from the fact
that You are worthy of receiving love: as to the love I have for You because
of longing, it is my being occupied and diverted by You from anything else
other than You; and as to the love of which You are worthy, it refers to Your
removing the Veils (of Light) for me so that I would be able to see You.
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Indeed, I deserve no appreciation for the (former kind of love), nor does the
(reason for the latter) refer to (a superiority I have to others): but praise and
appreciation be due to You for both."
This type of private speech is a direct result of the great love those
endued with knowledge have towards Allah Almighty: it is Allah, the
One Full of Loving-Kindness Who has raised them, and got them taste
its sweetness. For this reason, it is narrated that Allah Almighty says:
"the most trivial thing which I do to such of My servants as is inclined to
the splendour of this world is to deprive him of the taste of sweetness of
private talk (with Me)."
According to lbn Al-Qaiyyim, if such as speaks to his Lord privately
becomes clear of all impurities, its sweetness then will be felt by him,
with nothing to contaminate it. This taste is related to the way one is able
to perceive Allah's Most Beautiful Names. For example, if one considers
with scrutiny the Name "Al-Wadud" (the One Full of LovingKindness), and its meanings are laid bare to him, he soon finds himself
turning to love Allah and His Messenger, to love such as is loved by
Allah and His Messenger, and to love anyone, and he loves him only for
the sake of Allah, and in the religion of Allah.
How does one get the good manners related to that Name?
It is more fitting for such as lives in the shade of this Name to love
good for all of Allah's servants: he loves that the disobedient should turn
to Allah in repentance, and the righteous should keep firm on his piety
and fidelity. He further should be kind and caring for Allah's servants,
i.e. to pardon such as does harm to him, and be tractable in
companionship with all the people in general, and his family in
particular. The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon
him" says in this issue: "If you intend to precede those nearest (to Allah),
you should keep good relation with (all the people, and even) such as
severs relation with you, and pardon such as deals unjustly with you." He
further says: "If a man looks to his brother, out of his longing for him, it
will be better for him than to spend a year in "I'tikaf' (stay in seclusion
in service of Allah with whole devotion) in this mosque of mine."
As to the celebration by that Name, it is said that whoever sticks to
calling it to remembrance, and acts upon its significance, he will gain the
love of people, who turn to him in kindness, because he utters the Name
"Al-Wadud" repeatedly. According to some learnt men, if one is put to
distress, and he offers two-rak'ah prayer in which he mentions the
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following supplication, he will be relieved, and a way of release out of
that disaster will be prepared for him:
"O Allah, Full of Loving-Kindness, the Lord of the Throne of Glory,
Who creates from the very beginning, and He can restore (life), Doer
(without let) of all that He intends: I ask You, by the Light of Your
Countenance, that fills the comers (and sides) of Your Throne (of
Glory), and by Your Power that You have over all of Your creatures, and
by Your Mercy that extends over all things: there is no god (to be
worshipped) but You: 0 (Allah) Who grants relief to such as seek relief:
relieve me!"
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"O Allah, Free of all wants, Praiseworthy, Who creates from the very
beginning, and can restore (life), full of Loving-Kindness, Lord of the
Throne of Glory, Doer (without let) of all that He intends: make me
independent with what You have made lawful from what You have made
unlawful, with Your Bounty and Generosity from anyone else, and protect
me with the same (security) with which You protect the righteous among
Your servants; and help me with the same (Power) with which You helped
Your Messengers: You have power over all things."
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It is said that if one recites this supplication regularly following every
obligatory prayer in general, and the Friday prayer in particular, Allah
Almighty saves him from all terrors and horrors, helps him emerge
victorious o_ver his enemies, grants him health and power, provides him
with sustenance from sources that he never expects, makes easy his
living for him, and causes his debts to be fulfilled on behalf of him.
The following supplication is significant: "O Allah, Full of LovingKindness ! It is You, Who place (and makes manifest) the secret of love
and affection in the hearts of the righteous among Your servants; and it
is You Who make beautiful the souls of the petitioners with the Light of
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all the Lights, and manifest Your Glory with Your Eternal Power and
Honour, and Standing Light, therewith You have brought the whole
universe into existence, and caused man to come to life, and You
manifest Your Glory by Your Name "Al-Wadud" on the loving souls: 0
Allah! I ask You by the Light of Your Loving-Kindness, which You
threw upon the hearts of Your Messengers, devotees, and such as You
have chosen from all the people (to be sincere to You in service), to
throw my loving-kindness and affection in the hearts of all of Your
servants, in the same way as You inspired the Divine Revelation unto
Your servant and Prophet Muhammad "Allah's Peace and Blessing be
upon him"."
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AL-MAJEED
(THE ONE FULL OF GLORY)
The Most Glorious is Allah, famous for His Bounty, Generosity, and
Charitableness, as shown in the innumerable gifts He grants to His
servants, His Forgiveness which He bestows upon those among them
who are worthy of being pardoned no matter grievous, serious and great
in number the sins they commit might be. Moreover, it is He Alone, to
Whom belongs the eternal Honour and which never changes.
This Name "Al-Majeed" (Full of Glory) occurs in the Qur'an in
Allah's saying on the tongue of the angels who gave Sara, the wife of
Abraham, the glad tidings of having a child: "Dost thou wonder at
Allah's decree? The grace of Allah and His blessings on you, 0 ye
people of the house! for He is indeed worthy of all praise, full of all
glory!" (Hud 73) it also is attributed to Him, or His Throne according
to some interpretations, in Allah's saying: " And He is the OftForgiving, full of Loving-Kindness, Lord of the Throne, Full of
Glory." (Al-Buruj 14:15)
It further occurs twice as a description to the Holy Qur'an; and this is
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shown in Allah's saying: "Qaf. By the Glorious Qur'an (Thou art Allah's
Apostle)." (Qaf 1) and: " Nay, this is a Glorious Qur'an, (Inscribed) in a
Tablet Preserved!" (Al-Buruj 21:22)
Allah Almighty is the Most Glorious, of the Highest Estimation and
Position. The statement "Glory be to Allah in the Heights (of Heaven),
pleasure be in the earth, and peace be upon the people" is a well-known
phrase in many Divine Scriptures (though not the Holy Qur'an).
It is narrated by Muslim on the authority of Abu Hurairah, that the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said:
"Allah Almighty said: "I divided (Al-Fatihah recited in) the prayer into
two parts between Me and My slave, and he would receive whatever he
asked for". If the slave said: "Praise be to Allah", Allah Almighty would
say: "My slave praised me". If he said: "Most Gracious, Most Merciful",
Allah Almighty would say: "My slave commended Me". If he said: "The
King (and Master) of The Day of Judgement", Allah Almighty would
say: "My slave glorified Me" or: "My slave entrusted to me (his
matter)". If he said: ''Thy we do worship and Thine Aid we seek", Allah
Almighty would say: ''This is something between Me and My slave, and
he would have whatever he asked for". If he said: "The way of those on
whom Thou hast bestowed Thy Grace, not those whose (portion) is
wrath, nor those who go astray'', Allah would say: "This is for My slave,
and he would get whatever he asked for."
According to some men of knowledge, the characteristic of glory is
unique to Allah Almighty: He is Full of Honour and Majesty, Whose
Deeds are good for which He is praiseworthy, and Whose Generosity is
All-Embracing, and Whose Power is inviolable; and all of that could
hardly be combined to any of Allah's creatures; and it is enough for
everyone to have a portion of some of them.
According to Ar-Razi, the merit of glory is mainly based upon two
fundamental characteristics: the highest degree of honour, and the allembracing generosity, and it is hard to think of it in the absence of any of
both. One could never be described as glorious unless he is generous,
bountiful, whose gifts are ample; and similarly, one could hardly be
famous for glory unless he stands at the top of honour and respect.
How does one acquire the good manners of this Name?
Seeing that glory is established upon both generosity and honour, one
should then adorn himself with both characteristics, in order to be
worthy of having claim over glory. It is narrated that Sa'd Ibn Ubadah
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used to supplicate Allah saying: "O Allah! Grant me (reasons for) praise
and glory; and there is no glory (to be thought of) without deeds; and no
deed is expected in the absence of property and wealth." It seems that he
asks Allah to make him independent by property and richness, therewith
he is able to do all acts and deeds of glory, with the help of the favours
and graces bestowed upon him by Allah Almighty.
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, it is said that whoever
is appointed in charge of the affairs of Allah's servants, should remember
so often Allah's saying: "Lord of the Throne of Glory, Doer (without let)
of all that He intends." (Al-Buruj 15:16) If one sticks to that regularly, be
sincere to Allah in both words and deeds, he will be shown by Allah
Almighty of the wonders of His Making what extends his power and
makes strong his authority, and helps him do for the sake of the interest
and benefit of his subjects.
The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
instructs us how to invoke Allah, concluding our supplication with that
Name; and this is the second half of the Tashahhud uttered in the prayer:
it is narrated by Ahmad on the authority of lbn Umar: We said: "O
Messenger of Allah! We know how we should greet you with peace:
how should we invoke for Allah's blessing upon you?" The Messenger
of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "Say: "O Allah!
Send Your prayer upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, as
You sent Your prayer upon Abraham and the family of Abraham. 0
Allah! Send Your Blessings upon Muhammad and the family of
Muhammad, as You sent Your Blessings upon Abraham and the family of
Abraham, indeed, You are Praiseworthy, Full of Glory.""
No doubt, calling this Name to remembrance so often purifies one
from the wickedness of lusts and desires, from the outside and the
inside, and cures him from the ailments of souls. According to some
learnt men, whoever sticks to it recovers, Allah Willing, from such
ailments as heart diseases, leprosy, and sores; and he acquires honour,
power and loving-kindness among the members of his society.
The following supplication is important: "O Allah, Worthy of Praise,
Full of Glory, Most Kind and Dutiful, Most Merciful, All-Powerful, AllStrong: grant me, out of Your Mercy, what enables me to praise You, and
be of the faithful believers; and provide me, out of the finest mysteries of
honour and power, what helps me become strong and powerful, grateful
(to You for Your Favours) and worthy of praise in the worlds."
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"0 Allah! You are the Most Praiseworthy, the Glorious Lord, Who
always do what You plan: it is You Who know the reasons of our
happiness, as well as for our grief: You have fulfilled what You planned
in and from us; and we do not ask You to avert from us what You want,
but we ask You to support us with a Spirit (or satisfaction) from You,
therewith You supported Your Prophets and Messengers, and the sincere
holy ones: You have power over all things."
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(THE ONE WHO SENDS OR RAISES FR.OM DEAD)
Although this Name does not occur in the Qur'an in the same form in
which it is cited, it comes many times in the verb form. Consider Allah's
saying: " Mankind was one single nation, and Allah sent Messengers
with glad tidings and warnings." (Al-Baqarah 213) "And verily the Hour
will come: there can be no doubt about it, or about (the fact) that Allah
will raise up all who are in the graves." (Al-Hajj 7) "He hath power to
send calamities on you, from above and below, or to cover you with
confusion in party strife, giving you a taste of mutual vengeance, each
from the other." (Al-An'am 65) " One day We shall raise from all
Peoples a witness against them, from amongst themselves: and We shall
bring thee as a witness against these (thy people)." (An-Nahl 89) " soon
will thy Lord raise thee to a Station of Praise and Glory!" (Al-lsra 79)
If one catches a glimpse on those previous statements, he will find out
that the concept of this Name "Al-Ba'ith" depends upon two acts: to send,
and to raise (from dead); and both are unique to Allah Almighty. It is He,
Who sent the Messengers and Prophets with the truth and right method for
the peoples to follow, perchance they might be guided aright: " For We
assuredly sent amongst every People a Messenger, (with the Command),
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"Serve Allah, and eschew Evil" (An-Nahl 36) It is He, Who sends all items
of good, and all sources of sustenance. It is He, Who will raise all of His
creatures from the dead on the Day of Judgement, as shown in His saying:
"Allah will raise up all who are in the graves."
It is He, Who prompts His servants to do certain acts, by creating in
them the wills, incentives and reasons for such acts. It is He, Who sends
unto His servants relief and sustenance, which establish their lives. It is
He, Who raises up His servants from their sleep, as shown in His saying:
" It is He Who doth take your souls by night, and hath knowledge of all
that ye have done by day; by day doth He raise you up again; that a term
appointed be fulfilled." (Al-An'am 60)
But, the most important significance of this Name, upon which all
meanings are based, is the Resurrection, i.e. that Allah Raises up all of
His creatures from dead in the hereafter, in order to call them to account,
and reward such of them as do good, and punish such of them as do evil.
This is the important matter, which almost all the pagans, polytheists and
atheists reject, as shown in their saying: "What is there but our life in this
world? We shall die and we live, and nothing but Time can destroy us."
But of that they have no knowledge; they merely conjecture!" (AlJathiyah 36) " They swear their strongest oath by Allah, that Allah will
not raise up those who die." (An-Nahl 38)
But, Allah challenges them, affirming that since His Promise is true, it
then should be fulfilled, i.e. they should inevitably be raised from dead in the
hereafter, as shown in His statement about them: " The Unbelievers think
that they will not be raised up (for Judgment). Say: "Yea, by my Lord, ye
shall surely be raised up: then shall ye be told (the truth) of all that ye did.
And that is easy for Allah."" (At-Taghabun 7) Yes! How easy is that for
Allah Almighty; and the reason for such ease refers to the fact that " your
creation or your resurrection is in no wise but as an individual soul: for
Allah is He Who hears and sees (all things)." (Luqman 28)
The Holy Mission of all the Prophets and Messengers, with which
they were sent by Allah to their peoples, was to remind their nations of
the Day of Resurrection, on the basis that it is a true fact, in which there
is no doubt. Of course, the Messengers carried out their mission to the
full.
Allah Almighty sets many parables in the Qur'an for the matter of
resurrection, taken from concrete and visible things, which people see
with their own eyes in their lives, all of which affirm the possibility of

Al-Ba'ith (The One Who Sends Or Raises From Dead)

203

raising people from the dead, not in this world, but in the hereafter.
The clearest example of this matter is the dead and barren land, which is
given life with the help of water sent to it from the sky in a form of rainfall:
"thou seest the earth barren and lifeless, but when We pour down rain on it,
it is stirred (to life), it swells, and it puts forth every kind of beautiful growth
in pairs." (Al-Hajj 5)
He also makes a comparison between His creating both the heavens
and the earth, with all that they contain on the one hand, and His creation
and then recreation of mankind: which of both is much easier for Him,
seeing that all things are easy for Him? " It is He Who begins (the
process of) creation; then repeats it; and for Him it is most easy." (ArRum 27)
How does man acquire the good manners of this Name?
According to Al-Ghazali, since the fact of raising and sending is to
bring the dead into life once again, though in the hereafter, then,
ignorance is regarded as the greater death, and knowledge as the highlyappreciated life for the people. Allah Almighty makes in the Qur'an a
similarity between ignorance and death, and knowledge and life. For this
reason, whoever rises from ignorance to knowledge has, in fact, moved
from death to life. If one has access, with the help of his knowledge, to
be a source of benefit to his people, whom he calls to guidance, he then
will have practiced a kind of revival; and this is the special rank of the
Prophets, and their heirs from amongst men endued with knowledge.
Such people have to act as a guiding forces, that take the people out
of the depths of darkness of ignorance and error of disbelief, i.e. almost
death, to the lights of faith, certainty and truth, i.e. life. In this way, they
bring them to life, or, in other words, give them life after their death. If
one is doomed to have a good portion of this Name, Allah makes the
guidance of people at his hands.
On the other hand, one should bring in himself all the reasons and
ways of work in obedience and submission to Allah Almighty, seeking
His Good Pleasure. He further has to call to remembrance the Day of
Resurrection, for which he should get ready, depending upon his
righteous and good labour, therewith to meet Allah on a Day, on which
no property nor offspring will avail anyone, and none will be prosperous
barring him, who comes to Allah with sound and pure heart and mind.
As to the celebration by that Name, it is mentioned that whoever
recites it when he goes to bed, by way of speaking privately to Allah: "O
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Allah, Who sends (and raises from dead)!", putting his hand on his breast,
Allah then fills his heart with the lights of knowledge, and pours over his
soul from the flood of certainty.
It is narrated by lbn Majah that whenever the Messenger of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" went to bed, he would put his
right hand under his right cheek and then say: "O Allah! Deliver me from
Your Punishment on the Day You will raise (from dead) or gather (all
of) Your servants!" whenever he got up, he would say: "Praise be to
Allah, Who gave us life after He took our souls (during sleep), and to
Him be the (matter of) Resurrection."
The following supplication taken from "Al-Anwar Al-Qudsiyyah" is
relevant: "O my God! It is You Who send sustenance with the help of
Your Knowledge of the Unseen, Who sent Messengers (and Prophets)
out of Your Generosity and Forbearance, and Who will raise (from dead)
those in the graves just at the time the Trumpet will be sounded (on the
Day of Resurrection): Breathe, 0 Allah, in my body (from Your Spirit)
the spirit of acting upon (the principles and laws of the) Qur'an, in order
that my forces would be raised up in service (of You), and
implementation of all that You have commanded."
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"O (Allah)! Who send (and raise from the dead), Who inherit (all
things You've created), Who combine (all characteristics of perfection
and completeness), the Distributor of Justice: it is You Who combine
good for such of Your servants as You please, in the very way and
manner You will: and You are the One Who join (all of what is good),
Who distribute Justice (among Your servants): avert from me everything
that is dear to me, and not to you, until there remains for me only that
which is You (like); and sustain me with mysteries from Your Own
Presence, in the same way as You sustained Muhammad, Your Prophet
"Peace be upon him": You have power over all things."
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(THE ALL-WITNESS)
The All-Witness is the One Who is ever-present all the time, in all the
places, all at once, from Whom nothing could escape, and in no way
could He be far or absent from anything; and this concept is shown
clearly in Allah's saying: " Soon will We show them Our Signs in the
(furthest) regions (of the earth), and in their own souls, until it becomes
manifest to them that this is the Truth. Is it not enough that thy Lord is
All-Witness over all things?" (53)
From amongst the Holy Statements, in which this Name is attributed to
Allah Almighty, as one of His Most Beautiful Names, the following are
important: "Say: "O People of the Book! why reject ye the Signs of Allah,
when Allah is Himself witness to all ye do?"" (Al lmran 98) " Him to
Whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth! And Allah is
Witness to all things." (Al-Buruj 9)
But, there are so many Holy Verses, in which this Name is attributed
to others; and this is confirmed by Allah's saying: " How then if We
brought from each People a witness, and We brought thee as a witness
against these People!" (An-Nisa 41) He Almighty says on the t 11ngue of
Jesus, son of Mary: " I was a witness over them whilst I dwelt amongst
them; when thou didst take me up thou wast the Watcher over them, and
Thou art a witness to all things." (Al-Ma'idah 117) It is remarkable here
that the Name is attributed to Jesus and then to Allah in the same Holy
Verse.
"Ash-Shaheed" (the All-witness) caters for both knowledge and
vision; and it is Allah Alone Who joins both to the full. He is the Most
Trustworthy of Witness, Whose Knowledge, Vision, and Hearing are
ever round all things. On the Day of Judgement, He will be Witness
against the creatures; and sufficient is Allah for Just Witness.
Therefore, the term "Shaheed" applies to the one who is killed in the
Cause of Allah, known as the martyr. Indeed, he acquires such a
characteristic of witness from his living in the Presence of his Lord,
provided with sustenance; and thus, he witnesses and sees what his
fellows see not. It further refers to the witness of Allah and His angels in
favour of him that he should be admitted to the Garden. He also
witnesses, at the moment his soul gets out of his body, whatever standing
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bliss and permanent honour he will receive in the Presence of his Lord.
Such will be one of the witnesses, who will give their evidence for his
people on the Day of Judgement.
The concept of the Witness requires that one should be fully and
vigilantly watcher over such as He witnesses; and this is characteristic of
Allah Almighty: His Acquaintance of His servants, what they do and
say, what they conceal and disclose, is completely full, to the extent that
nothing could be hidden from Him, whatsoever. He always is with you
wherever you are, and He is witness to all things: Seest thou not that
Allah doth know (all) that is in the heavens and on earth? There is not a
secret consultation between three, but He makes the fourth among them,
nor between five but He makes the sixth, nor between fewer nor more,
but He is with them, wheresoever they be: in the end will He tell them
the truth of their conduct, on the Day of Judgment. For Allah has full
knowledge of all things. (Al-Mujadilah 7)
Since Allah Almighty is always with us all time, in all the places, all
at once, then, He is the only One to be fitting for being the best of
witnesses against us on the Day of Judgement, on which He will pay
back to every soul the earnings of what it does in the world: On the
Day that Allah will raise them all up (again) and show them the truth
(and meaning) of their conduct. Allah has reckoned its (value), though
they may have forgotten it, for Allah is Witness to all things. (AlMujadilah 6)
This Witness might be by Himself as shown in the previous Holy Verse,
or by His angels, to whom it is entrusted to keep account of what the
servants do and say, as shown in His saying: " Behold, two (guardian
angels) appointed to learn (his doings) learn (and note them), one sitting on
the right and one on the left. Not a word does he utter but there is a sentinel
by him, ready (to note it). (Qaf 17: 18)
It also might be by His Prophets, whom He sent as warners and givers of
glad tidings to their peoples, against whom they will stand as witnesses on the
Day of Resurrection; and this is confirmed by His saying: 0 Prophet! Truly
We have sent thee as a Witness, a Bearer of Glad Tidings, and a Warner, And
as one who invites to Allah's (Grace) by His leave, and as a Lamp spreading
Light. (Al-Ahzab 45:46)
Moreover, He will make one's organs and parts of body act as
witnesses against him, as shown in His saying: At length, when they
reach the (Fire), their hearing, their sight, and their skins will bear
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witness against them, as to (all) their deeds. They will say to their skins:
"Why bear ye witness against us?" They will say: "Allah hath given us
speech, He Who giveth speech to everything: He created you for the first
time, and unto Him were ye to return. Ye did not seek to hide yourselves,
lest your hearing, your sight, and your skins should bear witness against
you! but ye did think that Allah knew not many of the things that ye used
to do!" (Fussilat 20:22)

How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
Since one is well-aware of the fact that Allah Almighty is ever with him
all time, and wherever he is, in order to keep account of all that he does and
says. then, it is incumbent upon him to observe Him in all of his deeds and
words: he should ward off evil, fear Him. and safeguard himself from His
Punishment, and prepare himself for a Day, on which he will be called to
account, in order to be paid back the earnings of his deeds, which are kept in
record in the Presence of Allah.
One should further be sincere and true to his witness once he is asked
to do it; and this means that he should keep himself far from false
witness. Furthermore, he should not have the tendency to conceal
witness. Allah promises to punish with the severest punishment such as
falsifies or conceals witness; and this is confirmed by His saying:
"Conceal not evidence; for whoever conceals it, his heart is tainted with
sin. And Allah knoweth all that ye do." (Al-Baqarah 283)
In this connection, it is narrated by Al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu
Bakrah: The Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said thrice:
"Should I inform you what the greatest of the great sins are?" They said:
"Yes, 0 Allah's Apostle!" He said: "To join others in worship with Allah
and to be undutiful to one's parents." The Prophet "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" then sat up after he had been reclining (on a pillow) and
said: "And I warn you against giving a false witness." He kept saying that
warning till we said (to ourselves): "Would that he might stop!"
Allah commands that you should take witnesses in your treatments;
and those witnesses should be of those famous for justice, truthfulness
and righteousness. Consider Allah's Command in this issue: " And get
two witnesses, out of your own men, and if there are not two men, then a
man and two women, such as ye choose, for witnesses, so that if one of
them errs, the other can remind her. The witnesses should not refuse
when they are called on (for evidence)." (282)
To be sure, sticking to this Name leads one to observe Allah permanently
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in all what he does, and reckon himself; and it is this which delivers the
faithful believer from punishment, and protects him from falling into the
snares of error, and from response to the evil suggestions of Satan.
As to the celebration of Allah in the shade of that Name, it is
. reported by some learnt men that if one is befallen by a false charge, and
he speaks privately to his Lord at night with the following statement, he
will be relieved from such a distress by Allah: "O Allah, Who witnesses
(all things)! Deliver me from whatever (falsehood) is stuck to me!"
According to other men of knowledge, if one recites this Name in the
morning or in the last portion of the night, just a short while before
dawn, with the intention of asking Allah to mend the state of a
disobedient son or a quarreling spouse, his (or her) state will become
better, by Permission of Allah.
The following supplication narrated from some righteous men is
relevant: "O my God! You are Well-Acquainted with all the states of the
servants, the Evident Manifest (in all of Your Favours and Signs), Who are
Ever Present, Who reflect the Existence with the Sight of Loving-Kindness:
You are the Witness against us in all of our movements: make us witnesses
to the Lights of Your Glory all time, and establish us in the position of such
as strive their utmost in Your Cause, so that we would be able to be
witnesses against ourselves, pertaining to our negligence and injustice (to
one another); and grant us the (degree and rank of) martyrdom in the cause
of struggling our souls and lusts, which is the greatest kind of Jihad; and kill
the lusts of our souls, so that we would be well-pleased with whatever is
decreed for us: You have power over all things."
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AL-'HAQQ
(THE TRUTH)
This Name is mentioned various times in the Qur'an. Allah Almighty
says: " This is so, because Allah is the Truth: it is He Who gives life to
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the dead, and it is He Who has power over all things." (Al-Hajj 6) " That
is because Allah is the Truth: and those besides Him whom they invoke,
they are but vain Falsehood: verily Allah is He, Most High, Most Great."
(62) " On that Day Allah will pay them back (all) their just dues, and
they will realize that Allah is the (Only) Truth, that makes all things
manifest." (An-Nur 25) In some cases, it occurs in association with the
Name "Al-Malik" (the King), as shown in His saying: " Therefore
exalted be Allah, the King, the Reality; there is no god but He, the Lord
of the Throne of Honour!" (Al-Mu'minun 116) " High above all is Allah,
the King, the Truth!" (Ta Ha 114)
According to lbn Al-Athir, "Al-'Haqq" (the Truth) is the One,
Whose Existence and Lordship are evidently and clearly real, in which
there is no doubt: " Then are men returned unto Allah, their True
Protector surely His is the Command, and He is the Swiftest in taking
account." (Al-An'am 62)
"Al-'Haqq" (the Truth), in the sight of some men of knowledge,
refers to Certainty, Reality, Justice, Submission to Allah in faith (Islam),
Purity and Sincerity to words and deeds, Life, Death, Resurrection,
Reward and Punishment; and above all of that is Allah Almighty, in
Whose Existence and Lordship, there is no suspicion, nor is there any to
argue about His Commandments. It is He, Who verifies the truth with
His Words, causes falsehood to perish with His Authority, eliminates
evil with His Power, and supports His devotees with His Clear Signs.
He is Allah, Who Alone has the right and claim to be worshipped,
and none barring He has such a right of service. He is the Everlasting
Living, and anything else should inevitably perish, sooner or later. He is
the Causer of Existence, and without Him, nothing exists. It is He, Who
always manifests the truth, which He causes to prevail over falsehood. It
is He, Who causes all things to come to existence just in the very way
and manner they really are, with no change. His is the Command, and to
Him you all will be brought back: " Such is Allah, your real Cherisher
and Sustainer: apart from Truth, what (remains) but error? How then are
ye turned away?" (Yunus 32)
It is the Truth, with which everything takes its reality and real
existence, and without which all things lose their value and significance.
Verily, whatever arguments and reasons with which falsehood is
adorned, it, by no means, could keep firm in the face of the certainty of
the truth: " And say: "Truth has (now) arrived, and Falsehood perished:
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for Falsehood is (by its nature) bound to perish.'"' (Al-lsra 81)" Nay, We
hurl the Truth against falsehood, and it knocks out its brain, and behold,
falsehood doth perish!" (Al-Anbiya 18) That's because the voice and
argument of the truth always prevail over anything else; and it is for this
that it is said that the truth has more right to be followed and acted upon.
How does one acquire the etiquette of this Name?
Allah's Right upon anyone of His servants is that the truth should
always be manifest on his tongue, hand and heart, i.e. through his words
and deeds: whenever he speaks, he speaks with the truth; whenever he
does a thing, he does it sincerely and faithfully; whenever he has a belief
in anything, it should be in what is true; and whenever he calls to
anything, he calls to the truth.
It is well-known that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" sent curse upon a people, with whom the truth was
lost. It is narrated that the one who keeps silent from telling the truth
looks like a mute Satan.
The faithful believer should see nothing as really true barring Allah
Almighty, for all things are standing by His Command, and their
existence is based upon His Power. Labid Ibn Rabie'ah, an Arab famous
poet has told the truth when he said in a poetic verse, which the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" described
as the most truthful statement said by a poet: "Behold! Everything
barring Allah (Almighty) is false; and every (item of) bliss is,
inescapably perishable."
Sticking to the truth is a method, which one should follow, from which
he should not deviate. It is as clear as the light of the sun but for him, who
seeks for it. For this reason, whoever adheres to it in all of his deeds and
words will have followed the way of safety and come to be prosperous.
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, it is narrated by AlBukhari and others on the authority of lbn Abbas: Whenever The Prophet
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" got up for prayer at night,
offering the Tahajjud, he used to supplicate Allah as saying: "O Allah! All
the praises be to You; You are the Holder of the Heavens and the Earth,
and whatever is in them. All the praises be to You; You have the
possession of the Heavens and the Earth and whatever is in them. All the
praises be to You; You are the Light of the Heavens and the Earth. All the
praises be to You; You are the King of the Heavens and the Earth. All the
praises be to You; You are the Truth and Your Promise is the truth, And
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meeting You is a fact, Your Word is the truth And Paradise is a fact, And
Hell is a fact And all The Prophets (Peace be upon them) are a fact (in
which we should have faith); And Muhammad "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" is a fact, And the Day of Judgement is a fact. 0 Allah!
I surrender (my will) to you; I believe in you and depend on you. I tum to
You in repentance, And with Your help I argue (with my opponents, the
non-believers) And I take you as a judge (to judge between us). Please
forgive me my previous and future sins; and whatever I concealed or
revealed; And You are the One who make (some people) forward and
bring (others) backward. There is no God to be worshipped but you: There
is neither power nor might except with you."
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According to some learnt men, whoever keeps calling this Name to
remembrance one hundred times a day, he will become financially
independent after poverty, and all of his affairs will be made easy for
him. Furthermore, he will have the best manners and morality, and his
conditions will be improved.
The following statement is famous for supplication: "O Allah! Let us
see the truth as (it is really) true, and help us follow it; and let us see
falsehood as (it is really) false, and help us refrain from it."
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You might also supplicate with this supplication: "O Allah! Tum us
(to be in support of) the truth, and tum the truth (to be in support) of us;
and make the truth manifest on our tongues and hearts: You are really
the Evident Truth."
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AL-WAKE EL
(THE DISPOSER OF AFFAIRS)
This Name reveals that since Allah Almighty is the One Who
disposes, with His Knowledge, Power, Mercy, Generosity and Full
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Acquaintance of all things, of the matters and affairs belonging to His
servants, then, whatever one strives in attempt to arrange his matters, in
the end, it is Allah Almighty Who does so; and it is for this that one
should entrust to Him Alone all of his affairs.
There are many occurrences of that Name in the Qur'an. Allah
Almighty says, on the tongue of His devotees, in whose hearts the people
tried to place terrors and fears of the great multitudes of the forces of
their enemies: "For us Allah sufficeth, and He is the best disposer of
affairs." (Al Imran 173) He further says: " That is Allah, your Lord!
There is no god but He, the Creator of all things; then worship ye Him;
and He hath power to dispose of all affairs." (Al-An'am 102) He
Almighty says, addressing His Messenger: " thou art there only to warn!
It is Allah that arrangeth all affairs!." (Hud 12) Allah further says on the
tongue of Jacob to his sons, when they tried to get his permission to take
their brother Benjamin with them to Joseph, who acted by then as the
prime minister of Egypt: "Never wilJ I send him with you until ye swear
a solemn oath to me, in Allah's name, that ye will be sure to bring him
back to me unless ye are yourselves hemmed in (and made powerless).
And when they had sworn their solemn oath, he said: "Over all that we
say, be Allah the Witness and Guardian!" (Yusuf 66) He says too: "Allah
is the Creator of all things, and He is the Guardian and Disposer of all
affairs." (Az-Zumar 62) He addresses His Messenger saying: " so keep
clear of them, and put thy trust in Allah and enough is Allah as a
disposer of affairs." (An-Nisa 81) and: "(He is) Lord of the East and the
West: there is no god but He: take Him therefore for (thy) Disposer of
Affairs." (AJ-Muzzammil 9)
"AI-Wakeel" then is the One, Who assures to provide with sustenance
all of His servants, and treat with justice all of their matters, and arrange
with fairness, order and truth, all of their affairs. For this reason, it is to Him
Alone that everything related to His servants is entrusted, and He guarantees
to suffice His servants to be in need of anyone else. Based upon this
understanding, His Command "Take not other than Me as Disposer of
(your) affairs" is not surprising.
One then should put his trust in Allah Almighty pertaining all of his
affairs, for none other than Him has the power to do for him what is
within the Power of Allah to do. Such as puts his trust in Allah knows
for sure that Allah Almighty is All-Sufficient for him, a fact for which he
relies upon Him Alone, and not upon anyone else.
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Sometimes one might give mandate to another to be his deputy and
dispose of his affairs on his behalf. But far is the difference between
man's disposal and Allah's Disposal of affairs. It is true that the deputy
should behave, in a\\ things, in favour, and for the interest of him, who
gives him such a power of act. But, if the interest of such one happens to
contradict that of the deputy, he could hardly give him preference over
himself. On the other hand, whatever powerful the deputy might be, he
could not act but on behalf of a limited number of people.
On the opposing side stands Allah's Disposal of affairs: Allah always
disposes of all the affairs of all of His servants, at the same time, all at
once, with nothing of that to divert Him from the other. There is no limit
for His Power and Capacity to stop at. He always does in favour and for
the benefit of all of His servants, and according to what is most fitting
for them all. He suffices each of His servants against all difficulties and
troubles, protects him from every evil, saves him from what is harmful,
defends him against his enemies, and averts from him every distress,
except such as he receives, by way of trial, which is, in the end, for his
own benefit. To be sure, whoever puts his trust in Allah in all of his
affairs, and relies on Him in all of his matters, sufficient is Allah for him
for He is the Best Disposer of affairs and matters.
It is narrated by Al-Bukhari on the authority of lbn Abbas: "Allah is
Sufficient for us and He Is the Best Disposer of affairs" was said by
Abraham when he was thrown into the fire; and it was said by Mohammad
when "Men said to them: a great army is gathering against you: and
frightened them: but it (only) increased their Faith: they said: for us Allah
sufficeth, and he is the best Disposer of affairs." (Al Imran 173)
It is further narrated that when Abraham was thrown into the fire,
Gabriel came to him and asked: "Do you have a need (so that I would
fulfill it for you)?" Abraham said: "As to you, there is no (need from you
to fulfill)." Gabriel said: "Then, let me raise it to your Lord." Abraham
said: "His Knowledge of my state is too sufficient to make necessary my
quest." In response, Allah Almighty, to Whom it is entrusted to be the
Disposer of the affairs of His servants, commanded the fire to turn to be
cool and (a source of) peace upon Abraham. Had He Almighty
commanded it to be only cold, surely, Abraham would have been given
to destruction because of the great severity of coldness. But it was out of
Allah's Awareness of the finest mysteries of all things that He joined
peace to coldness.
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How does one get the good manners of that Name?
If one perceives the glory and great significance of that Name, surely,
he will put his trust in Allah Almighty in all of his affairs, and rely upon
Him in all matters; and thus become independent with Him from anyone
else. That's because He Alone is the Best to arrange the things of His
servants in the very way and manner, most convenient for them all; and
He Alone has the absolute power to relieve one of whatever difficulties,
distresses and disasters that might befall him.
To put one's trust in Allah is one of the most essential conditions for
one's faith to be complete; and Allah Almighty orders all the people in
general, and the faithful believers in particular to put their trust in Him,
saying: " If Allah helps you none can overcome you: if He forsakes you,
who is there, after that, that can help you? In Allah, then, let Believers
put their trust." (Al Imran 160) Allah Almighty loves such as put their
trust in Him; and this is confirmed by His saying: " Then, when thou hast
taken a decision, put thy trust in Allah. For Allah loves those who put
their trust (in Him)." (159)
However, there is no conflict between putting one's trust in Allah, and
seeking all ways and reasons that lead one to achieve the required
objective. On the contrary, we have to do all of what is incumbent upon
us, as much as is within our capacity, putting our trust in Allah; and it is
up to Allah to make us succeed, and cause us to get the results of that for
which we work. This concept is explained clearly in His saying, as far as
power is concerned: " Against them make ready your strength to the
utmost of your power, including steeds of war, to strike terror into (the
hearts of) the enemies, of Allah and your enemies, and others besides,
whom ye may not know, but whom Allah doth know. Whatever ye shall
spend in the Cause of Allah, shall be repaid unto you, and ye shall not be
treated unjustly." (Al-Anfal 60) He further says pertaining to getting our
sustenance and earnings: " It is He Who has made the earth manageable
for you, so traverse ye through its tracts and enjoy of the Sustenance
which He furnishes: but unto Him is the Resurrection." (Al-Mulk 15)
As well as this Name invites us to put our trust in Allah, and rely on
Him in all of our affairs, it also prompts us to be in haste to fulfill the
needs of our brothers, and be trustworthy in the sight of such as depend
upon us to achieve their needs, deputize us to carry out certain tasks on
their behalf, or delegate us to dispose of something for their interest.
As to the celebration and supplication of Allah by that Name, it is
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narrated by Al-Baihaqi on the authority of Abu Ad-Darda that the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "He,
who says: "Allah sufficeth me; there is no god but He: on Him is my
trust, - He the Lord of the Throne (of Glory) Supreme" seven times every
morning and evening, Allah Almighty suffices him all the matters of
both the world and the hereafter that might concern him."
.«~I Jo_,.JI y; Y..J -:JS_,;~ y. "11 '-11 \I ~I~>>
Allah Almighty instructs us in the Qur'an how we would supplicate
Him in the shade of this Name, in imitation of the conduct of Abraham
and his followers who supplicated Allah saying: "Our Lord! In Thee do
we trust, and to Thee do we tum in repentance: to Thee is (our) final
Goal." (Al-Mumtahanah 4)
It is narrated by Abu Na'im on the authority of Shaddad lbn Aws that
the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said:
Allah Almighty says: "Sufficient for me is Allah, and He is the Best
Disposer of all affairs" is a (clearance of) safety for such as feels afraid
(of anything)."
The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
set the best example for his people of putting trust in Allah Almighty, in
response to His Command: " So put thy trust in Allah: for thou art on
(the Path of) manifest Truth." (An-Naml 79) no doubt, putting one's trust
in Allah makes easy all ways, helps achieve one's hopes, delivers him
from difficulties and distresses, and protects him from terrors and
horrors.
The following supplication of one of the righteous men is relevant:
"O (Allah) in Whose Hand is the Dominion of all things, Who protects
(from others), though none has the power to protect from His Power:
help me fear (none but) You, and put my trust in (none but) You, so that
I would never fear none but You, nor would I put my trust but in You, 0
(Allah) the Creator of the seven heavens, and the earths of similar
number, Whose Command descends between them: I bear testimony that
You have power over all things, and that Your Knowledge is ever round
all things."
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AL-QAWIYY
(THE ONE FULL OF STRENGTH)
This term comes several times in the Qur'an as one of Allah's Most
Beautiful Names. Allah says: "When Our decree issued, We saved Salih
and those who believed with him, by (special) Grace from Ourselves,
and from the Ignominy of that Day, for thy Lord is the One, full of
Strength, Exalted in Might." (Hud 66) "(Theirs is) just like the way of the
People of Pharaoh and of those before them: they rejected the revelations of
Allah, and Allah punished them for their crimes: for Allah is Full of
Strength, Strict in punishment." (Al-Anfal 52)
He further says: " Allah will certainly aid those who aid His (cause);
for verily Allah is Full of Strength, Exalted in Might, (able to enforce
His Will)." (Al-Hajj 40) "No just estimate have they made of Allah: for
Allah is One, Full of strength, Exalted in Might." (74) " And Allah
turned back the Unbelievers for (all) their fury: no advantage did they
gain: and enough is Allah for the Believers in their fight. And Allah is
full of Strength, Exalted in Might." (Al-Ahzab 25)
It is remarkable that the Name "Al-Qawiyy" (One Full of Strength)
occurs, in most cases, in association with the Name "Al-'Azeez" (Exalted
in Might); and this refers to the necessary relationship between the
strength and the might. But, it is also notable that in two cases, this
Name comes in the company of Allah's Strictness in Punishment, which
requires strength and power at any rate.
However, the concept of this Name could not be clear enough unless
in opposition to that of weakness and failure, characteristic of mankind,
while power, might and strength are unique, in absoluteness,
completeness and perfection, to Allah Alone, apart from anyone else.
The strength caters for Ability; and since Allah Almighty is endued
with all power and might, this means He is completely Able to enforce
His Will, and put to practice all that He plans and pleases. Anything,
whatsoever powerful, seems weak in the face of His Absolute Strength.
He Almighty grants (a portion of His) power to such of His servants
as He pleases. For example, He gave such as had knowledge of the
Scripture, during the lifetime of Solomon, the Power through this
Knowledge to bring, by His Permission, the throne of Balqis from
Yemen to Jerusalem: "Said one who had knowledge of the Book: "I will
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bring it to thee within the twinkling of any eye!" Then when (Solomon)
saw it placed firmly before him, he said: "This is by the grace of my
Lord! to test me whether I am grateful or ungrateful!" (An-Naml 39) Of
course, this power might not be necessarily physical, for it is well-known
that He Almighty inspired to him the great and absolute power the
Greatest Name of Allah has, which led him to invoke Allah by it. It has
the superiority that never does one invoke Allah by it but that his
invocation will be responded to.
Thus, such strength is granted to man by way of knowledge, which
Allah pours over whomever He pleases. But, this does not stand against
the fact that the physical strength might be included. If the strength of
the whole creatures across the different generations and nations is joined
together, it will amount nothing to mention in comparison with the real
Power which Allah has.
This applies also to the power that lurks in such creatures as iron,
which man uses for his own benefit, of which Allah tells: " and We sent
down Iron, in which is (material for) mighty war, as well as many
benefits for mankind, that Allah may test who it is that will help, unseen,
Him and His Messengers: for Allah is Full of Strength, Exalted in Might
(and able to enforce His Will)." (Al-Hadid 25) Had it not been for the
discovery of iron thousands of years ago, surely, there would have been
no progress in the life of mankind.
Consider here also the power of such products as coal, petroleum, in
addition to the nuclear power, with the help of which man acquired the
faculty of mass destruction, whose benefit is evident for both war and
peace. The solar power is significant in this respect, whose great impact
is visible to man in his everyday life; and recently, man was able to make
use of it for different purposes and in different fields.
The aspects of power and strength give a clear proof that the total
power belongs in the end to Allah Alone, the Primal Source of strength,
of which He grants such of His servants as He pleases: " If only the
unrighteous could see, behold, they would see the Punishment: that to
Allah belongs all power, and Allah will strongly enforce the
Punishment." (Al-Baqarah 165)
How does man acquire the good manners of this Name?
If one understands well the concept connected with that Name, he
soon will take shelter to the umbrella of protection belonging to the
Granter of Strength, in order that he would be able to face whatever
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burdens and difficulties are stuck to him. One should have a strong faith
and confidence of the fact that Allah's Power is above the power of the
whole creatures. This leads him to strive his utmost, making use of the
power granted to him by Allah, as much as is within his capacity, in
service and benefit of his fellows and people.
Furthermore, one should be strong in support of the truth, resistance
of injustice and oppression, and doing what is due upon him in the Cause
of Allah, and for making superior the word of the truth. It is narrated that
the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" says:
"No doubt, the strong believer is much better and dearer to Allah
Almighty than the believer who is weak, though there is goodness in
both."
It is true that Allah Almighty commands us to get ourselves strong,
He, at the same time, forbids us to use this power in what is harmful and
evil. This means that such as endued with strength should not be too
overconfident to have the false impression of superiority over others, for
in the end, all power belongs to Allah Almighty; and whatever powerful
one might seem in the sight of himself or even of others, his power is
exposed to change and loss because of whatever ailments and diseases
that might befall him. For this reason, one should not go beyond his
limits: on the contrary, he has to use his power in what is good and
profitable, not only for himself, but also for the members of his society.
As to the celebratio n of Allah by that Name, it is said that if one
feels weak or under oppression and he recites this Name regularly, he
soon will be given enough power to help him face injustice. If one
intends to have his sustenance enlarged for him, it is fitting for him to
remember that Name, in response to Allah's saying: " Gracious is Allah
to His servants: He gives Sustenance to whom He pleases: and He is Full
of Strength, Exalted in Might." (Ash-Shura 19)
It is narrated on the authority of Ali that the Messenger of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: ''If you fall into trouble,
you should say: "In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful;
there is neither might nor power but with Allah, Most High, Most Great",
therewith Allah Almighty removes such kinds of distress as He pleases."
.«~I i}JI .&4 ':ll i} ~J Jy- ':/Jr-:>)\ y-)1 .&1 r--?n
It is further narrated by Abu Na'im on the authority of Jabir: We
complained to the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" the scorching heat of sand (during our prayer), and he said to
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us: "Seek the help of (the statement) "There is neither might
nor power
but with Allah", for it removes seventy sorts of harm, the
slightest of
which is anxiety."

AL-MATEEN
(THE STEADFAST)
There is a necessary relationship between strength,
power and
steadfastness. The One Full of Firmness is He, Who is too
Powerful and
Strong to be given to weakness or failure. It is He, Who has
reached the
highest peak of strength and power, above which there
is no further
power or strength: Glory be to Him, Whom nothing in the
heavens and
on earth could frustrate, for He is the One Who has the powe
r to alter all
things, though He never changes.
This term occurs as one of Allah's Names only once in
the Holy
Qur'an: " For Allah is He Who gives (all) Sustenance, - Lord
of Power steadfast (forever)." (Adh-Dhariyat 58) But, it comes as
description to
Allah's Scheme against the evil plots of the unbelievers
and infidels:
"Respite will I grant unto them: for My scheme is
strong (and
unfailing)." (Al-A'raf 183)
According to lbn Al-Athir, "Al-M ateen " (the Steadfast)
is He, for
Whom doing all things is very easy, for no difficulty nor
fatigue stick to
Him. The proof of Allah's Steadfastness is evidently visibl
e. It is He,
Who preserves, with His Power and Strength, both the heave
ns and the
earth, whose preserving could, by no means, cause troub
le to Him, for
He is Most High, Most Great. This is always the characteris
tic of such as
Full of Strength, Exalted in Might, Steadfast, i.e. nothing
could frustrate
Him.
It is He Who has constructed both the heavens and the earth
with His
Power and Strength: " With power and skill did We
construct the
Firmament: for it is We Who create the vastness of
Space." (AdhDhariyat 47) To be sure, His power then is complete,
His Strength
perfect, and His Steadfastness absolute, for He is too indep
endent to be
in need of such as assist him do what He intends and plans
to do.
How does one acqui re the etiqu ette of that Name?
If one wishes to have a good portion of that Name, he has
to stick to
all the good manners characteristic of Allah's Name "Al-Q
awiyy" (Full
of Strength): he has to put in mind Allah's overwhelming
Strength, with
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whatever
which He overpowers all things. When Qarun claimed that
to him
given
were
ed
property and wealth with which he was endow
he
thus
and
because of his superiority and supremacy over his fellows,
er of all
did not attribute the credit thereof to Allah Almighty, the Bestow
know.
things, he was given to destruction as we
power
For this reason, Allah instructs such as feels arrogant with his
s and
nation
t
ancien
the
to
ing
to consider the state of those belong
and
him;
than
ful
generations, who were much stronger and more power
Do
"
y:
when they transgressed the due limits, they were destroyed entirel
of those
they not travel through the earth, and see what was the End
is Allah
Nor
th?
streng
in
them
to
or
before them, though they were superi
for He
earth:
on
or
s
to be frustrated by anything whatever in the heaven
is All-Knowing, All-Powerful." (Fatir 44)
Holy
In this way, if one deeply reflects the significance of such
and
helps
s
Verses, he comes to be sure of Allah's Strength, which alway
its aid, if
preserves the faithful believer, who should, in turn, not seek but
certain
he intends to seek help. According to some learnt men, if one has
, to
things
all
over
power
faith in the fact that Allah, His Protector, has
his
have
will
Whom He takes shelter, and from Whom He seeks help, he
hopes and desires fulfilled for him.
you
You should also consider how weak and feeble you were when
of dust,
were no more than a single drop of semen, being created out
formed
partly
flesh,
of
l
morse
a
then
which turns into a leech-like clot,
) to
Power
(Our
st
and partly unformed, "in order that We may manife
ted
appoin
you; and We cause whom We will to rest in the wombs for an
ye may
term, then do We bring you out as babes, then (foster you) that
and
die,
to
called
are
you
of
some
reach your age of full strength; and
g
nothin
know
they
that
some are sent back to the feeblest old age, so
after having known (much)." (Al-Hajj 5)
him to
It is this which strengthens one's faith in Allah, and prompts
Who
Allah
is
It
turn to Him in willful obedience and submission: "
strength
created you in a state of (helpless) weakness, then gave (you)
a hoary
after weakness, then, after strength, gave (you) weakness and
and
edge
knowl
all
has
head: He creates as He wills, and it is He Who
power." (Ar-Rum 54)
with
As to the celebr ation of Allah by that Name, it supplies one
s to
impetu
the strength of faith, and the power of certainty, which gives
righteousness and piety.
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The following supplication of Ibn Ata is significant: "O my God! I'm
still in need (of You) though being independent (from others): how then
should I not be in need because of my poverty? 0 my God! I'm still in
state of ignorance (of Your Reality) in spite of my knowledge: then, how
should I not be foolish because of my ignorance? 0 my God! No doubt,
You have described Yourself as being Gracious, Kind and
Compassionate towards me when I was in a state of power: would You
deprive me of that when I become in a state of weakness? 0 my God! If
the good things of me appear, this is due to Your Bounty, and Your
Favour upon me is evident; and if the evil things of me appear, this is
due to Your Justice, and Your plea against me is evident. 0 my God!
How should You entrust me to myself, although it is to You that all of
my affairs are entrusted? How should I be wronged since You Alone is
my Helper? How should I fail since You care for me? 0 my God! Help
me with Your Disposal (of my affairs) instead of mine, and with Your
Choices (for me) instead of mine, and guide me to know the points of my
trouble (so that I would be able to face it)."
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(THE FRIEND AND PROTECTOR)
"Al-Waliyy" is the Helper, Supporter, Who gives aid to such as seek
His aid, and Who undertakes the affairs and matters of the world. This is
because the dominion of all things in the worlds belongs to Him Alone,
and there is none to join or dispute with Him. Thus, He has the power to
arrange all things in the very way and manner He sees most convenient.
This necessitates that all things are under His Guardianship; and it is
this which secures sufficiency of sustenance and provision for everyone
in the world, since none barring Allah Almighty has the ability to suffice
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all of the people at the same time.
"Al-Waliyy" further imposes friendship and love: it is well-known that
Allah Almighty is the Intimate Friend of such as faithfully believe in Him,
and take Him as their Friend and Protector. He loves them and cares for
their matters as none else ever does. He always helps such as obey Him, and
support His Religion, and overpowers such as disobey Him.
This Name comes many times in the Qur'an. Allah says, for instance:
" Allah is the Friend and Protector of those who have faith: from the
depths of darkness He will lead them forth into light. Of those who reject
faith the patrons are the Evil Ones: from light they will lead them forth
into the depths of darkness. They will be Companions of the Fire, to
dwell therein (forever)." (Al-Baqarah 257) " and Allah is the Friend and
Protector of those who have Faith." (Al Imran 68) " But Allah hath full
knowledge of your enemies: Allah is enough for a Protector, and Allah is
enough for a Helper." (An-Nisa 45) " Your (real) friends are (no less
than) Allah, His Messenger, and the (Fellowship of) Believers, those
who establish regular prayers and regular charity, and they bow down
humbly (in worship)." (Al-Ma'idah 55) " Thou art our Protector: so
forgive us and give us Thy mercy; for Thou art the Best of those who
forgive." (Al-A'raf 155)" What! have they taken (for worship) protectors
besides Him? But it is Allah, He is the Friend and Protector, and it is He
Who gives life to the dead: it is He Who has power over all things."
(Ash-Shura 9) " He is the One that sends down rain (even) after (men)
have given up all hope, and scatters His Mercy (far and wide). And He is
the Protector, Worthy of all Praise." (28)
Allah's Friendship and Protection for such as believe in Him seem
evident in His bringing them out of the depths of darkness of ignorance,
polytheism, atheism and error, into the light of faith, monotheism, and
right guidance. One does so but to such as He loves and gives preference
over others; and if one loves a people, he comes to wish and favour
every good and benefit for them.
If a faithful believer takes Allah as his intimate Friend and real
Protector, He, according to the rights of such friendship and protection,
will save him from evil, and stand in defense of him against such as
intends harm to him. Thus, His support stems from the support of the
religion, for He never supports but the believers, who have faith in the
religion of Allah, and He never overpowers but such as have no faith in
His Religion, i.e. His enemies, who have no protector as shown in His

AI-Waliyy (The Friend And Protector)

223

saying: " That is because Allah is the Protector of those who believe, but
those who reject Allah have no protector." (Muhammad 11)
According to Ar-Razi, Allah's Nearness to His servants is too great
and significant to be understood only from those Holy Verses in which
the Name "Al-Waliyy" and its derivatives are mentioned. In fact, it is
something beyond human reason, for Allah's Graciousness,
courteousness and Closeness to His servants are too fine for one's mind
to have access to perceive them as they really are. It is sufficient here for
an evidence to consider Allah's Statement: " It was We Who created
man, and We know what dark suggestions his soul makes to him: for We
are nearer to him than (his) jugular vein." (Qaf 16)

How does man get the etiquette of this Name?
One should seek the friendship and protection of Allah Almighty Alone,
apart from others, for there is no real Protector but Allah Almighty. For this
reason, he should come much closer to Him. submit to His Orders and
Commands, and surrender to His Will and Power. Furthermore, one should
seek the friendship of the faithful believers, with whose affairs and matters
he has to be concerned, for such as has no care for the interests of the
believers is not regarded as one of them.
If one succeeds to do so, he will be a real servant of Allah, and one of
His devotees, whom He loves and supports with His Aid and Help.
It is narrated by Ahmad that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing
and peace be upon him" told that Allah Almighty says: "He, Who does
harm to any of My devotees, has, indeed, waged war against Me. My
servant comes closer to Me with nothing similar to the achievement of
obligations and duties; and My servant keeps coming closer to Me with
the supererogatory deeds until I love him; and if I love him, I then will
become his eye therewith he sees, his ear therewith he hears, his foot
therewith he walks, his mind therewith he thinks, and his tongue
therewith he speaks. If he asks Me, I will give him; and if he invokes me,
I will answer his invocation."
Allah Almighty commands us to take Him as Protector; and to seek
the friendship of only the faithful believers. At the same time, He forbids
us to take for friends His enemies from amongst the infidels and
unbelievers: " 0 ye who believe! Take not My enemies and yours as
friends (or protectors), offering them (your) love, even though they have
rejected the Truth that has come to you, and have (on the contrary)
driven out the Messenger and yourselves (from your homes), (simply)
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because ye believe in Allah your Lord!" (Al-Mumtahanah 1)
As to the Celebr ation by that Name, it is reported that whoever
sticks to calling it to remembrance, Allah Almighty loves him so much,
makes all matters easy for him, guides him to the ways of goodness, and
endows him with honour and power. According to learnt men, reciting
this Name is desirable at any time in general, and on the night of Friday
in particular.

AL- HAMEED
1

~

(THE PRAISEWORTHY)
Allah Almighty is the worthiest of the praise from the part of His
servants whenever, and in whichever state they are. He is Praiseworthy
for His Praising Himself everlastingly and the praise He receives from
l
His servants all the time. In this way, He is the Absolute and Eterna
be
to
right
Praiseworthy, other than Whom there is none having the
worthy of praise.
To praise One is to appreciate Him with the celebration of the
ty
characteristics of both glory and perfection. No doubt, Allah Almigh
in
praised Himself with such characteristics before His servants did,
ss
order to guide them to declare His Praises for all of His countle
.
hidden
or
nt
Favours He has bestowed upon them, be they appare
Some linguists try to put a distinction between "to praise" and "to
s
give thanks", on the basis that the former is more general, for it include
he
favour
some
for
to be grateful to one whether it is or it is not in return
does; and the latter is to do so only in return for a favour that one
receives.
To praise Allah then, according to Ibn Manzhur, is to laud Him in the
de
very way and manner He deserves. In other words, to have just gratitu
s
for Him. It is to appreciate Him for both His good Characteristic
But
s.
servant
His
upon
s
bestow
essential to His Nature, and His gifts He
s;
one gives thanks only for the gifts, and not for the good characteristic
be
To
and this is the difference between both praising and giving thanks.
sure, Allah Almighty never thanks a man who does not praise Him; and
to
this means that we are required not only to give thanks to Allah, but
lauded.
praise Him as He Almighty deserves to be praised and
Since Allah Almighty should be praised whenever and in whichever
or
state one is, then, none barring Him would be praised even for distress
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disaster. We mentioned earlier that such a distress might lead to the
benefit of one in the end, even though he is unable to perceive that at the
very moment it befalls him. It is Allah Who helps one do what is good,
for which He rewards him, and plots out evil sins and mistakes from
him.
There are many places in the Qur'an, in which this Name "Al'Hamid" occurs. Allah Almighty says: "And know that Allah is free of
all wants, and worthy of all praise." (Al-Baqarah 267) " The grace of
Allah and His blessings on you, 0 ye people of the house! for He is
indeed worthy of all praise, full of all glory!" (Rud 73)" Alif Lam Ra. A
Book which We have revealed unto thee, in order that thou mightest lead
mankind out of the depths of darkness into light - by the leave of their
Lord - to the Way of (Him) the Exalted in Power, Worthy of all Praise!"
(Abraham 1) "No falsehood can approach it from before or behind it: it
is sent down by One Full of Wisdom, Worthy of all Praise." (Fussilat 42)
" Such persons as are covetous and commend covetousness to men, and
if any tum back (from Allah's Way), verily Allah is free of all needs,
worthy of all praise." (Al-Hadid 24)
How does man get the good manners of that Name?
Since Allah Almighty starts His Holy Book, the Qur'an with praise:
"Praise be to Allah, Cherisher and Sustainer of the worlds", this signifies
how valuable, important and great the characteristic of praise is, and how
it is incumbent upon one to praise Allah Almighty. It is narrated by Ibn
Abu Hatim that Umar Ibn Abd Al-' Azeez wrote: "Never does Allah
bestow a favour upon a man and he praises Him for it, but that praising
Him is the best of His Favours. If you do not (like to) know that but in
Allah's Revelation (the Qur'an), He says: "We gave (in the past)
knowledge to David and Solomon: and they both said: "Praise be to
Allah, Who has favoured us above many of His believing servants!"
which favour is better than what was bestowed upon Solomon and
David?"
It is narrated on the authority of Anas that the Messenger of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" further said: "If the whole of
this world, with what it contains is in the possession of a single man of
my nation, for which he says: "Praise be to Allah", then, such a statement
of praise will be far better than all of that."
It is mentioned that it belongs to the enduring good things, referred to
by Allah in His saying: "Wealth and sons are allurements of the life of
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this world; but the things that endure, Good Deeds, are best in the sight
of thy Lord, as rewards, and best as (the foundation for) hopes." (AlKahf 46) all of that affirms not only the great value and significance of
the praise, but also how it is enjoined upon man to praise Allah Almighty
for His Favours are never-ending, His Graces inexhaustible, and His
Gifts infinite and boundless.
If anyone of Allah's servants proves good in his deeds, words,
thoughts and beliefs, he might be worthy of praise; and none has ever
attained such a station of praise and glory barring the chief and master of
all of mankind, Muhammad "Allah's Blessing and Peace be upon him".
It is not only that man praises Allah and lauds His Characteristics as
He should be praised, but also all the beings declare His Praises, and
appreciate His Characteristics as shown in His saying: " Nay, thunder
repeateth His praises, and so do the angels, with awe." (Ar-Ra'd 13) "The
seven heavens and the earth, and all beings therein, declare His glory:
there is not a thing but celebrates His praise; and· yet ye understand not
how they declare His glory! verily He is Oft-Forbearing, Most
Forgiving!" (Al-Isra 44) "Those who sustain the Throne (of Allah) and
those around it sing Glory and Praise to their Lord; believe in Him; and
implore forgiveness for those who believe: "Our Lord! Thy Reach is
over all things, in Mercy and Knowledge. Forgive, then, those who turn
in Repentance, and follow thy Path; and preserve them from the Penalty
of the Blazing Fire!" (Ghafir 7)
To be sure, the declaration of Allah's Praises is done by all beings,
barring man, by nature, i.e. it is an essential part of their disposition and
structure on which they are created. For this reason, it is only man who is
commanded to do so, in view of the intervention of his will: " Therefore
be patient with what they say, and celebrate (constantly) the praises of
thy Lord, before the rising of the sun, and before its setting; yea,
celebrate them for part of the hours of the night, and at the sides of the
day: that thou mayest have (spiritual) joy." (Ta Ha 130)
To praise Allah necessitates that one should, first of all, be wellaware of His Rights upon His servants, and to declare His Bounty and
Generosity, with the help of which man receives whatever favours,
graces, gifts and pleasures are bestowed upon him by Allah, the Grantor.
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, the Messenger of
Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" instructs us how to do
so. It is narrated by lbn Majah on the authority of Ibn Umar that the
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Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said:
"One of Allah's servants said: "Praise be to You, as much as is fitting for
the Glory of Your Countenance, and the Magnificence and Greatness of
Your Power of Authority" thereupon the angels did not know how much
they should write in his record in reward for it. They ascended to the
heaven and said: "O our Lord! Your servant so and so said a statement,
which we did not know how we should write it." Allah asked them, and
He knows best what His servant said: "What did My servant say?" they
said: "O Lord! He said: "Praise be to You, as much as is fitting for the
Glory of Your Countenance, and the Magnificence and Greatness of
Your Power of Authority."" Allah said: "Write it just in the way My
servant uttered it till he meets me (on the Day of Judgement), for which I
will reward him."
It is further narrated that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing
and peace be upon him" said: "The ablution is half the faith; "praise be to
Allah" fills the balance (of deeds); and "Glory be to Allah" and "Praise
be to Allah" fill the space between the heaven and the earth."
It is narrated on the authority of Abu Hurairah that the Messenger of
Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "Should I not
teach you words which remove whatever trouble and weakness that
might befall you? Say: "I put my trust in (Allah) the Living, Who never
dies; Praise be to Allah, Who begets no son, and has no partner in (His)
dominion: nor (needs) He any to protect Him from humiliation: yea,
magnify Him for His greatness and glory!"
According to some men of knowledge, whoever sticks to
remembering the Name "Al-'Hameed" (the Praiseworthy) regularly,
Allah Almighty then makes him independent with no limit, helps him
and grants him honour and power, and makes good his words and deeds.

AL-MU HSI
(THE ACCOUNT TAKER)
Although this Name does not occur in the Qur'an in the same form it
is cited, it comes in the verb form as shown in His saying: " Not one of
the beings in the heavens and the earth but must come to (Allah) Most
Gracious as a servant. He does take an account of them (all), and hath
numbered them (all) exactly. And every one of them will come to Him
singly on the Day of Judgment." (Mary 93:95) "Verily We shall give life
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to the dead, and We record that which they sent before and that which
they leave behind, and of all things have We taken account in a clear
Book (of evidence)." (Ya Sin 12) " And the Book (of Deeds) will be
placed (before you); and thou wilt see the sinful in great terror because
of what is (recorded) therein; they will say, "Ah! woe to us! what a Book
is this! it leaves out nothing small or great, but takes account thereof!"
they will find all that they did, placed before them: and not one will thy
Lord treat with injustice." (Al-Kahf 49)
According to some learnt men. "Al-Muhsi" is the One, Who has full
knowledge of the measures and amounts of all things, and He is Ever
Witness to what it was, what it is, and what it will be. This refers to His
Perfect Power, in opposition to the failure, which is characteristic of the
creatures. It is He, Who records all of His servants' deeds in account, in
order to reckon them on the Day of Resurrection, when every soul will
come to take its portion of what it earned in the world.
He has full acquaintance of the finest mysteries of all matters, what is
hidden and what is disclosed, what is secret and what is public. He has
knowledge of the exact number of even one's breaths, and beats of the
heart. This necessitates that His Knowledge should encompass all things,
be ever round everything, and extends over anything in the worlds; and
this explains the fundamentally essential relationship between account
taking and knowledge.
"Al-Muhsi" then is the One Who keeps account of all things, though
it is particular to numbers, measures and amounts. Al-Ghazali applies to
this Name the concept of such as is endued with knowledge and
acquaintance of all things. But Allah's Keeping Account is absolute,
comprehensive and perfect, that nothing could be hidden nor concealed
from it. His Knowledge is to remove the veil of everything.
Although man could keep account of many things, whether by
himself or with the help of the modem technologies of statistics, he has
no power, and it is not fitting for his capacity, to take account of all
things, whatever great and high the development and progress he has
achieved. In this way, his work in this respect is, and will keep, short and
lacking. Take a simple example: could anyone, whatever knowledgeable
and well-versed he might be, and whatever modern and advanced the
technologies he uses might be, keep account of the exact numbers of the
smallest atoms of all things in the worlds? Does he have power to keep
account of the exact number of the atoms of dust, not in the whole earth,
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but it is enough to say in a certain region of the earth? If one claims to
have such a capacity, let him tell us! That's particular to what is concrete,
i.e. what is felt by senses, and lies in the field of perception: what then
about what is beyond perception, which none knows barring Allah
Almighty?
According to Ar-Razi, Allah's Preserving on record is due to His Full
Knowledge of the exact numbers and measures of all things, whatever
they might be; and this is confirmed by His saying: 11 And all things have
We preserved on record." (An-Naba 29)furthermore, Allah's Record
never is exposed to error nor heedlessness, nor forgetfulness, nor
distortion, and all are characteristic of the work of mankind: " On the
Day that Allah will raise them all up (again) and show them the truth
(and meaning) of their conduct. Allah has reckoned its (value), though
they may have forgotten it, for Allah is Witness to all things. 11 (AlMujadilah 6)
How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
Once man feels that Allah Almighty takes account of all that he does
and says, which He records, and on the Day of Judgement, an account of
his deeds will be brought and spread before him, in which everything is
kept on record, to the extent that one will wonder how it never leaves
any deed or word, significant or insignificant, important or trivial it
might be, once he is sure of all of that, he comes to observe Allah
Almighty in all of his deeds and words, and reckon himself for what it
does and earns.
If the faithful believer does so sincerely and with whole devotion, he
turns to be a truthful devotee and servant of Allah Almighty, Who will
tum to Him in admiration and appreciation. This requires him, on the
other hand, to give thanks to Allah Almighty, in gratitude for all of His
countless favours, which are too plentiful and abundant to be measured
by a limited number: " If ye would count up the favours of Allah, never
would ye be able to number them; for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful." (An-Nahl 18)
To be sure, the more one praises and gives thanks to Allah Almighty,
the More He increases him in rewards and goodness; and this
significance is shown clearly in His saying: " And remember! your Lord
caused to be declared (publicly): "If ye are grateful, I will add more
(favours) unto you; but if ye show ingratitude, truly My punishment is
terrible indeed."" (Abraham 7)
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According to Ibo Ata, if one does not give thanks for a favour done to
him, he, by doing so, sends it to loss; and if he gives thanks for it, he
then will have fascinated it with its rope (from which it never escapes). It
is out of giving thanks for Allah's Favours that one should not disobey
Him in all cases.
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, it is said that whoever
mentions that Name so often, Allah Almighty raises him to the station of
observance; and if he celebrates it in the company of Allah's Name 11 AlMuheet11 (Who comprehends all things with His Knowledge), he will be
granted knowledge of things which others know not. Whoever sticks to it
will have more numbers of Allah's creatures subject to him in service, by
Allah's Leave, and he will be delivered from the distress of reckoning,
and the difficulty of punishment on the Day of Judgement.
The following supplication is important: 11 0 my God! You are the
One Who keeps full account of all the movements of Your Servants,
Whose Knowledge comprehends the deed of such as have desertion, and
such as have loving-kindness (towards others): You have taken account
of all secrets and mysteries of man, in whom You have combined (the
signs indicative of Your creating) all (things in the) universe: remove
from our hearts the veils, so that we would see in ourselves the lights of
(Allah) the Grantor and Bestower (of bounties); and endow us with the
light of observance, therewith to observe all of our deeds, and keep
account of all of our states: You have power over all things. 11
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(THE CREATOR OF THE FIRST CREATION,
THE RESTORER OF LIFE)
There is an essential relationship between both Names, and they
often occur in association in the Qur'an. Take, for example, Allah's
saying: 11 such as He created you in the beginning, so shall ye return. 11
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(Al-A'raf 29) He further says: " The Day that We roll up the heavens
like a scroll rolled up for books (completed), even as We produced
the first Creation, so shall We produce a new one: a promise We have
undertaken: truly shall We fulfill it." (Al-Anbiya 104) " It is He Who
creates from the very beginning, and He can restore (life)." (Al-Buruj
13)

The origination of creation belongs to Him Almighty, for it is He
Who has caused things to come to existence from nothing, and there was
no previous example for Him to follow. He was, and there was nothing
with Him: His Throne of Authority was over the water; and then He
created all things, beginning with the earth and the heavens, and then
whatever beings and things on and between them, according to due
measures and decrees He set for everything even several thousand of
years before creating them.
It is narrated by Muslim on the authority of Abdullah lbn Amr lbn
Al-As: I heard The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" saying: "Allah had preordained the measures of the creation
fifty thousand years before He created the heavens and the earth, and
(this was at the time) when His Throne (of Authority) was upon water."
It is narrated by Ahmad on the authority of Ubadah lbn As-Samit: I
heard the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
saying: "The first thing Allah Almighty created was the pen, and then,
He ordered it to write down; and at that moment, it wrote down all of
what would come to pass as of that very date to the Day of Judgement."
0 my son! If you die while you have no faith in that, surely, you will be
admitted to the fire (of Hell)."
According to the interpretation given by Al-Qurtubi to the first
portion of the Surah of "Al-Alaq": There are four things, which Allah
Almighty created with His hand, and what is beyond that, is created by
Allah's Command "Be" and it is: as to those things, they are the water,
the Throne of Authority, the pen, and Adam, father of mankind. When
Allah finished from the whole creation, He wrote in a Book, which is
preserved with Him underneath the Throne: "Indeed, My Mercy
overpowers My Anger."
After the creation of the water, some portions of it in different parts of
the earth were made dry land; and when some of the water evaporated its
steam raised up, and it is from which that the sky was created and made into
seven firmaments:" Moreover, He comprehended in His design the sky, and
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it had been (as) smoke: He said to it and to the earth: "Come ye together,
willingly or unwillingly." They said: "We do come (together), in willing
obedience."" (Fussilat 11)
It is mentioned that the Name "Al-Mubdi"' (the Creator of the First
Creation) has a glorious light which shines upon the hearts of such as
love Allah Almighty, as a result of which they come running towards
Allah, the Lord and Sustainer of the worlds, with great longing and
affection, for it reminds them of the fact that their creation was from
nothing at all, which prompts them to stick to submission to Him in
willing obedience.
As to His Name "Al-Mu'eed" (Who repeats the creation), it is taken
from the fact that Allah Almighty will restore life to the dead bodies on the
Day of Resurrection, in order to reckon them, and pay them back the
earnings of their deeds they do in the world. Indeed, He will create them a
new creation: "How can ye reject the faith in Allah? Seeing that ye were
without life, and He gave you life; then will He cause you to die, and will
again bring you to life; and again to Him will ye return." (Al-Baqarah 28)
In this way, the operations of beginning the creation, then causing to
death, and bringing all beings into life once again, belong to Him
Almighty: "It is He Who begins (the process of) creation; then repeats it;
and for Him it is most easy. To Him belongs the loftiest similitude (we
can think of) in the heavens and the earth: for He is Exalted in Might,
Full of Wisdom." (Ar-Rum 27) In confirmation to that, He Almighty
further says: "Say: "(Nay!) be ye stones or iron, Or created matter which,
in your minds, is hardest (to be raised up), (yet shall ye be raised up)!"
then will they say: "Who will cause us to return?" Say: "He Who created
you first!"'' (Al-Isra 50:51)
It is relevant here to narrate the correct narration on the authority of
Abu Hurairah, in which the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" tells how the process of resurrection, and how life
will be restored to the dead bodies after being bones, rotten and
decomposed: "Between the two soundings of the trumpet there will be
forty. Allah will send water from the sky and then the dead bodies will
grow like vegetation grows. Everything of the human body will decay
except the coccyx bone (of the tail) from which Allah will reconstruct
the whole body."
How does man acquire the etiquette of both Names?
Man has always to remember that his origin returns to the earth, from
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a quintessence of whose clay he is created; and once he does so, he soon
will stick to humility and modesty in all of his behaviours and manners.
He also has to put in consideration the fact that although he is created
from the earth, he is given superiority over a great portion of Allah's
creatures: a favour to which he should be grateful, and give thanks to its
Bestower upon him. Giving thanks here means he should be more
obedient, subservient and submissive.
There is another point which he should put in mind, i.e. that his end
will be, inevitably, to such dust and earth from which he is created, and
from which he will be raised up from dead in order to receive the
earnings of his deeds. Thus, he gets himself ready for that Day, on which
no offspring nor property will be of any profit, but to such as comes to
Allah with his heart pure and clean of evil.
If man calls to mind the fact that whatever days have passed would
never come once again, and whatever time has been spent would never
return, he soon will be eager not to lose even a single moment but in
what is beneficial and significant, for he will be well-aware of the great
value of time, which looks like a sword: if he does not break it, it will
kill him: i.e. if one does not spend the time in what is valuable and
important, and rather falls as victim of the loss of time, he will be given
to destruction because of this loss.
As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah by that Name, it is
reported that whoever repeats the Name "Al·Mubdi"' with vigilance
and purity of heart and soul, he is helped receive much more good. If one
becomes vulnerable to forgetfulness, and he utters many times "O
(Allah) the Creator of the First Creation, the Restorer of Life", with the
quest to remember what he has forgotten, he is helped remember it, by
Allah's Will. Whoever utters the Name "Al-Mu'eed" so often, his
distraction of mind and confusion will go away, and he will be guided
aright. The celebration of Allah by both Names is more fitting for such
as is put to distress, anxiety and grief. Once he calls both to
remembrance, he will be responded to, by removing whatever troubles,
distresses and difficulties he suffers their.
However, the following supplication by the Name "Al-Mubdi"' is
significant: "O my God! It is You Who have created the first creation
(and brought them) out of nothing, and caused all things to come to
existence out of Your Bounty: You have created the Spirit from light, in
order to have power to see the beauty; and You have created the body
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from (a quintessence of clay from the) earth: show our souls the light of
both processes of the beginning and the ending (of the creation), and
have Your Glory shine upon us with the lights of Your Names, and
adorn tis with the lights of brightness (which stem from Your Majesty):
You are the Creator of the first creation, and the Creator of the new
creation; and You have power over all things."
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There is another supplication by the Name "Al-Mu'eed", and it goes
as follows: "O my God! It is You Who will restore (life to) all of the
servants on the Day of Judgement, Who will bring back Your devotees
to the Vastness of Your Holiness, and the Bliss of Your Garden: 0 my
God! Manifest Your Glory to us by Your Name "Al-Mu'eed", therewith
to get our powers and faculties turn to You (with whole devotion), at the
time of resurrection, so that we would be set free from the confinement
of bodies, that act as graves for us, and be admitted to the Garden (which
signifies Your) Good Pleasure with no reckoning, and thus we will have
access to approach the Presence of (Allah) the Bestower (of bounties
without measure): You have power over all things; and Allah's Blessing
and Peace be upon Muhammad, his family and companions."
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(THE GIVER OF LIFE, THE CAUSER OF DEATH)
It is one of Allah's Characteristics, unique to Him Alone, since it is
not fitting for anyone else, to give life to such as He pleases, and cause to
death whomever He likes. He gives life to the fetus in the womb, by
breathing into him of His Spirit; and He gives life to the dead and barren
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land with the help of the water He sends from the sky in a form of
rainfall: ''Then contemplate (o man!) the memorials of Allah's Mercy!
how He gives life to the earth after its death: verily the Same will give
life to the men who are dead: for He has power over all things." (ArRum 27) ''There is no god but He: it is He Who gives life and gives
death, the Lord of you and your earliest ancestors." (Ad-Dukhan 8)
But, one might raise the following question: what is the purpose for
which Allah Almighty has created both life and death? There is, of
course, a certain reason for creating both, which He Almighty explains in
His saying: "He Who created Death and Life, that He may try which of
you is best in deed; and He is the Exalted in Might, Oft-Forgiving." (AlMulk 2) Note here that He refers to such as is the best of deeds, and not
the one who has the greatest number of deeds, for it is well-known that
the rewards are given not for the largest amount of deeds so much as for
the best of them, and the greatest in value and significance, which are
done with sincerity and faith on the one hand, and according to the
principles and laws of the religion on the other hand.
It is remarkable that death is given priority to life in the previous
Holy Verse; and there is difference among the scholars and learnt men
about the reason for that. According to some of them, death is closer to
illustrate Allah's Irresistibility of overpowering His servants. But others
are of the opinion that death is older than life, for all things were lifeless
before coming to existence. Many tell that death is given priority to life
because most of those obedient and submissive to Allah in service
always put death before their eyes, i.e. they expect it to befall them at
any moment of their life; and this feeling leads them to work more in
submission and obedience to their Lord Almighty.
But some people who are endued with knowledge say that death
should be not understood within the limits of nothingness or
nonexistence in the strict sense of the word: it is, in their sight, no more
than a soul's irrevocable departure from the body, and one's change
from residence on the surface of the earth to elsewhere inside it, i.e. the
grave, from which he will move to the eternal abode, whether in the
Garden or in the fire of Hell. However, this gives prevalence to life,
which runs, according to some scholars, in every atom of those things in
existence, which might seem lifeless. They quote, in support of their
opinion, Allah's saying: "The seven heavens and the earth, and all beings
therein, declare His glory: there is not a thing but celebrates His praise;
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and yet ye understand not how they declare His glory! verily He is OftForbearing, Most Forgiving!" (Al-Isra 44) How then could anything that
is lifeless declare the Praise and Glory of Allah?
It is true that both Names rarely occur in the Qur' an in their citationform; but they occur many times in the verb form. Allah Almighty says:
"Truly, He Who gives life to the (dead) earth can surely give life to
(men) who are dead. For He has power over all things." (Fussilat 39)
"Hast thou not turned thy vision to one who disputed with Abraham
about his Lord, because Allah had granted him power? Abraham said:
"My Lord is He Who giveth life and death."" (Al-Baqarah 258) "Say: "O
men! I am sent unto you all, as the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing
and peace be upon him", to Whom belongeth the dominion of the
heavens and the earth: there is no god but He: it is He that giveth both
life and death." (Al-A'raf 158)
On the other hand, we should not restrict our concept of giving life
and causing to death to the matter of the body, by breathing into it of
Allah's Spirit; and this is the concrete meaning, though .it is central: it
should also include giving life to hearts, minds and souls by knowledge,
faith and light of certainty. For this reason, "Al-Muhiy" is, in the
definition of some learnt men, the One Who gives life to the beings by
His Secret (i.e. Spirit, of Which He breathes into such as He pleases),
and covers up the worlds by the Bounty of His Kindness. It is He, Who
gives life to the hearts of the righteous men by the light of seeing (the
truth), and makes beautiful the souls of those who are sincere and
faithful in service, by showing to them the great value of striving their
utmost in His Cause.
It is He Who supplies the lovers (of His Majesty and Glory) with the
light of love, and keeps good relation with them by the ropes of
kindness, and embraces them by the courtesy of His Mercy and
Generosity, and grants them the favour of companionship with Him in
the world through their service and submission to Him, and in the
hereafter by giving them the honour of vision of His Glory.
The Name "Al-Mumeet" (Causer of Death) stands in the opposite
side of "Al-Muhiy" (the One Who gives life). It is true that as well as
Allah Almighty Alone gives life, and brings to existence such as He
pleases, for a term appointed by Him, He also takes life, and causes to
death such as He pleases, once the term appointed comes to its end; and
all of that is according to a Divine Decree set by Allah, many thousand
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of years before creating the whole creation.
To be sure, death is something which All.ah Almighty has created, in
order to overpower the creatures, and put them under His Authority,
showing to them that whatever great, powerful, supreme and wealthy
they might be, there is the One, Whose Power of Authority is above
theirs, for His Power is over all things.
The purpose of death, according to our own concept, seems to
preserve the life itself, and affirm its development: had those of the first
generations remained alive until now, what would the form and taste of
life would have been? How would they have received such changes and
variations of life as happened across so many generations and centuries?
How could we imagine any development and progress in the life to be
expect~ without the going and coming of different generations and
nations in succession across the time?
Although one tastes life twice, one when he is brought to existence by
birth, and the other when he will be raised up from dead on the Day of
Resurrection, he tastes death only once, i.e. when his term appointed
comes to its end in this world; and that's because the death has been
created only for this world of life, and in the hereafter, there will be no
death at all: but, there will be everlasting eternity, which never changes.
It is narrated by Al-Bukhari and others on the authority of lbn Umar:
Allah's Apostle "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "When
the people of Paradise enter Paradise and the people of the Fire enter the
Fire, death will be brought and placed between the Fire and Paradise.
Then it will be slaughtered. A call will be made: "O people of Paradise!
There will be no more death ! 0 people of the Fire! There will be no
more death !" So the people of Paradise will have happiness added to
their previous happiness, and the people of the Fire will have sorrow
added to their previous sorrow."
Allah Almighty causes such of His creatures as He likes to die, by
Himself, sending His angels to take their souls by His Permission, and
leave them dead and lifeless.
How does one get the good manners related to both Names?
Since the celebration of the Praises of Allah gives life to hearts, then, it
is incumbent upon one to remember Allah so much, in order that his heart
would be brought to life. He further has to provide his mind with good
knowledge, which is a source of benefit to the people, so that it would
keep alive. In short, he has to give life to his souls with the light of faith,
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and certainty. On the other hand, in view of the fact that the martyrs are
living in the Presence of their Lord, provided with their sustenance every
morning and evening, flying in the Garden of Bliss wherever and
whenever they want, every faithful believer should not disdain to strive his
utmost to attain the degree of martyrdom in the Cause of Allah, in order to
enjoy of his life in His Presence in the Garden.
The faithful believer has to be a means of giving life to others, by
spreading knowledge among them, and instructing them to the right
guidance. He has to wipe out every kind of religious heresies for the
sunnah and tradition of the Prophet would be given life among the
people, who have no knowledge. He has to spread justice, enjoin what is
right, and forbid what is evil, until he demolishes falsehood and its
supporters.
As to the celebration of Allah by both Names, it is said that whoever
remembers so much Allah's Name "Al-Muhiy", Allah Almighty gives
life to his heart with the lights of knowledge, and gives light to his soul
with the secrets of vision. If one fails to have full control over himself, let
him recite repeatedly the Name "Al-Muhiy" at night, with the result that
Allah Almighty will endow him with the faculty to take better of himself.
On the other hand, reciting the Name "Al-Mumeet" is beneficial on the
way of defeating injustice and its helpers.
It is narrated that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace
be upon him" used to supplicate Allah whenever he went to bed: "O my
God! In the Name of You I Jive, and in the Name of You I die."
Whenever it was morning, he would say: "Praise be to Allah Who has
given us life, after he had taken it; and to Him belongs the matter of
resurrection; and Allah's Blessing and Peace be upon Muhammad, his
family and companions."

AL-HAYY, AL-QA YYUM
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(THE LIVING, SELF-SUBSISTING, ETERNAL)
According to some learnt men, this is the Greatest Name of Allah. It is
reported that whenever Jesus the Christ intended to give life to a dead
one, by Allah's Permission, he would supplicate: "O (Allah) Living, SelfSubsisting, Eternal!" it is also said that when Asif, Solomon's clerk
wanted to bring the throne of Balqis from Yemen to the capital of the
kingdom of Solomon, he supplicated Allah saying: "O (Allah) Living,
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Self-Subsisting, Eternal!" when the children of Israel asked Moses to
guide them to the Greatest Name of Allah, he told them in Hebrew: "the
Living, Self-Subsisting, Eternal." This is the same supplication with
which those who are on the verge of sinking into the sea supplicate Allah
Almighty, seeking life.
The life is the antonym of death, and when life is attributed to Allah
Almighty, it means He is the only one to Survive everlastingly, eternally,
since He lives by Himself, in opposition to the whole creation, whose
lives stem from His. This is why His Life is never-ending, while theirs
are perishable: as well as there was no state of nothingness to be prior to
His Existence, then, there will be no state of annihilation for Him. No
slumber nor sleep could overtake Him, for the eternal survival be due to
Him Alone: Glory be to Him. on the contrary, as well as the whole
creation come from nothing, their lives would inevitably result in
·
extinction.
There are many places in the Qur'an, in which the Name "Al-Hayy"
occurs: sometimes, it comes in association with "AI-Qayyum" as shown
in His saying: "Allah! There is no god but He, the Living, the Selfsubsisting, Eternal. No slumber can seize Him nor sleep." (Al-Baqarah
255) " Allah! there is no god but He, the Living, the Self-Subsisting,
Eternal." (Al Imran 2) "(All) faces shall be humbled before (Him), the
Living, the Self-Subsisting, Eternal: hopeless indeed will be the man that
carries iniquity (on his back)." (Ta Ha 111)
In some cases, it occurs solely: " And put thy trust in Him Who lives
and dies not; and celebrate His praise; and enough is He to be acquainted
with the faults of His servants." (Al-Furqan 58)" He is the Living (One):
there is no god but He: call upon Him, giving Him sincere devotion.
Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds!" (Ghafir 65)
In his interpretation of the concept of Allah's Name "Al-Hayy" (the
Living), Al-Ghazali says: He is the One Who always does all that He
intends, and has full knowledge and perception of all things. The One
Who has the absolute life is He, under Whose Knowledge and
Perception, all perceptible things, whether visible or hidden, is included,
in such a way that nothing nor act could escape from Him. Thus, Allah
Almighty is the Absolute Living, and every living being other than Him
has his life limited by his faculty of perception and doing. Allah
Almighty then is the Only Living, Whose Life is one of His
Characteristics, essential to His Nature; and He Alone is the One to
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survive forever for no extinction could seize His everlasting neverending life: " All that is on earth will perish; But will abide (forever) the
Face of thy Lord, Full of Majesty, Bounty and Honour." (Ar-Rahman
26:27)
When life is attributed to a being, it becomes living being. Based on
that, a living being is that which has the conditions and characteristics
necessary for life, such as movement, breathing as regards animals, or
tenderness and freshness as regards the plants; and once those conditions
vanish, it turns to be a dead being.
Sometimes, life and death might have spiritual meaning, particularly
when they are given, by way of metaphor, to both faith and infidelity. In
this way, the faithful believer becomes living, and the unbeliever dead.
Consider, for instance, Allah's saying: " Nor are alike those that are
living and those that are dead. Allah can make any that He wills to hear;
but thou canst not make those to hear who are (buried) in graves." (Fatir
22)
As well as the dead in the grave has no response to such as calls him,
so does the unbeliever, who, though has the characteristics of the
physical life, never listens to the call of truth, nor does he hearken to the
invitation of the right guidance, in opposition to the believer, who always
responds to the call of faith, submits to Allah Almighty, and believes in
what was brought by the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace
be upon him"; and it is that which gives him life. To be sure, the life of
all things stems from Allah, the Living, Self-Subsisting, Eternal, Who
never dies, nor does He perish.
"Al-Qayyum" (Self-Subsisting, Eternal) is the One, Who undertakes
and arranges the affairs of all of His creatures, beginning from creating
and establishing them, sustaining them with provisions, each according
to the measure decreed for him, defining how much they live, and when
their lives come to their end, fulfilling their needs, and so on.
According to Al-Hasan, "Al-Qayyum" is the One Who keeps
account of whatever deeds every soul earns,. for which He rewards it
according to His Full Knowledge, from which nothing is hidden.
According to Ibn Abbas, "Al-Qayyum" is the One Who never vanishes,
nor does He change, in contrast with all the creatures, who are given to
change across their lives, and in the end, they are exposed to destruction.
"AI-Qayyum" also is the One, Who gives everyone that which
sustains him. This is not restricted to sustenance and provision, but also
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it contains all things with which he is well- kept and established in life:
"There is no moving creature on earth but its sustenance dependeth on
Allah: He knoweth the time and place of its definite abode and its
temporary deposit: all is in a clear Record." (Hud 6)
It is true that Allah Almighty stands by Himself, for He is SelfSufficient, too powerful and strong to manage to survive by Himself. But
no creature has such a power to stand and survive by itself: it is Allah
Almighty Who makes standing and enduring the heavens and the earth,
and what is in and between them.
How does one get the etiquette of both Names?
Depending upon the fact that Allah is the Only Living, the Only
Surviving, Who abides forever, and in no way does He change, one
should not stick to anything barring He Almighty, for He Alone is the
Living. Thus, man should not fret himself in grief for the death of
anyone. That's because in this case, he sticks to what is dead, and not to
He, Who is eternally and everlastingly living. Consider here the situation
of the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
when his son Ibrahim died:
It is narrated by Al-Bukhari on the authority of Anas: We went with
Allah's Apostle "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" to the
blacksmith Abu Saif and he was the husband of the wet-nurse of Ibrahim
(the son of The Prophet). Allah's Apostle "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" took Ibrahim, kissed him, and smelled him. Later we entered
Abu Saif s house and at that time Ibrahim was in his last breaths, and the
eyes of Allah's Apostle "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" started
shedding tears. Abd Ar-Rahman lbn Awf said: "O Allah's Apostle ! even
you are weeping!" He said: "O lbn Awf, this is mercy." Then he wept
more and said: "The eyes are shedding tears and the heart is grieved, and
we will not say but that which pleases our Lord, 0 Ibrahim ! Indeed we
are grieved by your separation."
Furthermore, one should desist from attaching himself to any of the
creatures in the hope that this would strengthen his relation with Allah,
the Creator: Allah Almighty is not in need of such mediators as to stand
between Him and His servants. The faithful believer then should put his
trust in Allah, Who is free of all wants, and sufficient to him is Allah for
the Best Disposer of affairs. It is enough for one to see no helper but
Allah, no sustainer but Allah, no witness to his knowledge but Allah.
Once a faithful believers is well-aware that it is Allah Alone Who
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arranges all of his affairs, all distresses and difficulties are removed from
him, and he is relieved of all burdens and causes of grief.
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, it is narrated on the
Authority of Abu Ali Al-Kinani that once he had a vision of the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" in a
dream. He asked him to invoke Allah not to cause his heart to die,
thereupon, the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon
him" said to him: "If you want to have your heart live forever, you
should keep reciting this statement: "O (Allah) Living, Self-Subsisting,
Eternal: there is no god (to be worshipped) but You!"
It is narrated on the authority of Ali that he said: When it was on the
day of the holy battle of Badr, I fought (the unbelievers for some time
after which) I came to the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" to see what he was doing; and behold! He was
falling in prostration (to Allah) saying: "O (Allah) Living, SelfSubsisting, Eternal" and no more. I then returned to the battlefield and
when I came back to him once again, I found him saying the same. I kept
going and returning to him, in order to find him saying no more than
that, until Allah Almighty bestowed victory upon us.
According to some learnt men, if one says: "O (Allah) Living, SelfSubsisting, Eternal: with Your Mercy I seek relief, and with Your Power
I seek help", Allah Almighty soon makes him active, keeps him away
from laziness, and opens to him the gates of understanding, knowledge,
and work, and bestows upon him the faculty of retaining in mind what he
listens. No doubt, it is Allah's Self-Subsistence from which one gets the
certainty that Allah Almighty is ever with him, as helper and supporter.
It is narrated that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace
be upon him" advised Fatimah, his daughter to recite every morning and
evening: "O (Allah) Living, Self-Subsisting, Eternal: with Your Mercy I
seek relief: mend for me all of my affairs, and do not entrust my matter
to myself (as short as even) a twinkling of an eye."
It is narrated by Al-Bukhari on the authority of Ibn Abbas "Allah be
pleased with both": Whenever The Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace
be upon him" got up for prayer at night, offering the Tahajjud, he used to
supplicate Allah as saying: "O Allah! All the praises be to You; You are
the Holder of the Heavens and the Earth, and whatever is in them. All
the praises be to You; You have the possession of the Heavens and the
Earth and whatever is in them. All the praises be to You; You are the
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Light of the Heavens and the Earth. All the praises be to You; You are
the King of the Heavens and the Earth. All the praises be to You; You
are the Truth and Your Promise is the truth, And meeting You is true,
Your Word is the truth And Paradise is true And Hell is true And all The
Prophets (Peace be upon them) are true; And Mohammad "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" is true, And the Day of Judgement is
true. 0 Allah ! I surrender (my will) to you; I believe in you and depend
on you. I repent to You, And with Your help I argue (with my
opponents, the non-believers) And I take you as a judge (to judge
between us). Please forgive me my previous and future sins; and
whatever I concealed or revealed; And You are the One who make (some
people) forward and bring (others) backward. There is no God to be
worshipped but you: There is neither power nor might except with you."

(THE ONE WHO GETS (WHAT HE WANTS))
"Al-Wajid" is the One Who gets hold of whatever He wants and plans,
with no difficulty nor trouble, for all things are under His Disposal, in His
Possession. There is nothing to frustrate him, in the heavens and on earth,
for He has power enough to enforce His Will, and put to practice what He
plans to do. He is Self-Independent, Free of all needs.
This is in opposition to the one who is dependent, and thus he has no
enough power to keep him on control of what is in his possession, which
makes him victim of losing anything. That's because failure is
characteristic of him, in contrast with the full power, characteristic of
such as gets what He likes.
Although this Name does not occur in the Qur'an, it gains the
unanimous consensus of all the learnt men as one of Allah's Most
Beautiful Names. It gives the meaning of Allah's Being the SelfIndependent, Self-Sufficient, Whose Power enables him to catch hold of
what He wills, and Whose Knowledge makes Him Well-Aware of all
things in the worlds; and this is why He is ever able to put into action
whatever He likes and pleases.
This results from the fact that all things in existence is in His
Possession, under His Vision and Hearing, in such a way that nothing
could be concealed from Him whatever it might be. However, there are,

244

Allah's Most Beautiful Names

in the Holy Qur'an, references to the significance of that Name. Allah
says, for example: "Did He not find thee an orphan and give thee shelter
(and care)? And He found thee wandering, and He gave thee guidance.
And He found thee in need, and made thee independent." (Ad-Duha 6:8)
According to Al-Ghazali, "Al-Wajid" (the One Who Gets What He
wills) is the One, Whom nothing could ever escape; and it stands in the
opposite side of the loser. Allah Almighty is the Absolute Obtainer of all
characteristics of perfection and completeness, and anyone else, if he
happens to obtain something, should, inevitably, lose many things. Thus
he could not receive the merit of "Al-Wajid" (the obtainer) unless it is
added to anything, i.e. one could never be called "obtainer" unless there
is something that he obtains; and in this way, he might be an obtainer of
knowledge, or of religious understanding, or of faith, or of power, etc.
that's because the Absolute Obtainer is Allah Almighty Alone, for He is
too Powerful to obtain all things He pleases.
How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
Sufficient to one for a good portion from that Name is to be vigilant
to himself, dependent in all of his affairs on Allah, His Creator and
Sustainer, in Whom he should put his trust, on the basis of the assurance
that it is He Alone Who protects him from evil, saves him from what is
harmful, and has care for him. For this reason, one should set himself
free of all his burdens, and entrust them to Allah, putting in mind that
none barring He Almighty has the power to relieve him of his
difficulties.
Furthermore, one has to call to mind the significance of that Name, in
attempt to perceive the secrets of existence, in whose sides he turns and
changes from one state to another, a favour from the One Who gets what
He wills, the Bestower of all the Favours without measure, Whose
Throne of Authority extends over both the heavens and the earth, whose
Preserving and guarding cause no trouble to Him.
The purpose of this favour of existence is to try to recognize Him, the
Bestower of existence upon all of His creatures, in attempt to find the best
way of guidance, which leads to Him Alone. Ibn Ata has told the truth
when he expressed that meaning, though briefly, saying: "What has been
got by such as misses You? And what has been lost by such as gets You?
This means that whatever good one gains in the world might be, it is of no
significance at all since he loses the Good Pleasure of Allah, for every
good one gets in the world is perishable, in comparison with the Nearness
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of Allah; and on the contrary, if one even loses everything in the world,
and, at the same time, he succeeds to gain Allah's Good Pleasure, he is no
loser, as long as Allah Almighty is with him.
No doubt, the most valuable thing in the existence is that one
becomes well-aware of the significance and meaning of his being, i.e. to
know the right way of Allah Almighty, for which he is created. Do you
not reflect that never has Allah created both men and jinns but to
worship Him? Jesus, the Christ is true when he says, by way of asking:
"What does man benefit if he gains all things in the world, and, at the
same time, he loses himself?"

As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah in the shade of that
Name, it is told that whoever recites it so often, Allah Almighty gives
light to both his heart and sight; and whoever recites it whenever he has
his food, Allah Almighty makes firm his heart and soul.
The following supplication is relevant: "O Allah! You've judged that
the people should be put to humiliation (in submission to You) until they
come to gain power (by You); and You've judged that they should lose
(all things barring You) until they come to find (You with them). 0
Allah! For every (item of) honour and power that hinders us from
(coming in service to) You, we ask You (to put us to) humiliation,
surrounded by the mysteries of Your Mercy; and for everything we get,
that keeps us away from You, we ask You the loss (of it, as long as it is)
in the company of the Lights of Your Love. Indeed, (the effects of)
blessedness and happiness have become visible on such as You love; as
well as (the effects of) wretchedness and misery have become evident on
such as You dislike. So, (0 Allah) grant us (a good portion) of the
resources of happiness and blessedness, and deliver us from the
resources of wretchedness."
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AL-MAJID
(THE MOST GLORIOUS)
We discussed earlier Allah's Name "Al-Majeed" (Full of Glory), in
which we mentioned that it refers to the One Who has all characteristics
of Honour, Power, Supremacy, Loftiness, Highness, Graciousness,
Dignity, Generosity, Bounty, Nobleness, and Goodness; and none has all
of those merits combined in him barring Allah; and the Prophets have a
good portion of each of them, different from one to another according to
what was bestowed upon them by Allah, Who chose them to carry His
Messages, and convey His Words to the people.
Although both "Majid" (Most Glorious) and "Majeed" (Full of
Glory) are similar in meaning, the latter seems, from the linguistic point
of view, to be stronger than the former, since it is a form of exaggeration,
and the former is but a subject name; and both refer to the root "Majada"
(to attain all characteristics of glory and majesty). "Al-Majeed" (Full of
Glory) then combines the merits of majesty, generosity, bestowal of all
kinds of favours and graces.
Verily, Allah Almighty is Exalted by His Deeds, and He is Glorified
by all of His creatures for His limitless, unbounded and infinite Power of
Authority. If such as is described with glory from amongst the people
disdains to treat people badly, or to behave towards them insolently,
then, what do you think of Him, to Whom belong the highest degree of
Glory, the greatest Honour, and the utmost of Power, which is
inviolable?
According to the learnt men, "Al-Majid" (the Most Glorious) is
Allah, to Whom belongs all perfection of characteristics and deeds, Who
always deals with His servants kindly, generously and compassionately,
and makes His Glory shine upon them as manifest in His ever-Turning to
them (in Mercy and repentance), and calls them towards His Presence by
way of His Gifts and Bounties He bestows upon them.
It is narrated by Muslim on the authority of Abu Dharr: The
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said that
Allah "Exalted and Glorified be He" said: "O My servants, I have made
oppression unlawful for Me and unlawful for you, so do not commit
oppression against one another. 0 My servants, all of you are vulnerable
to go astray, except the one whom I guide to the right path. Ask for the
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right guidance from Me so that I should direct you to the right path. 0
My servants, all of you are hungry (because of poverty) except the one
whom I feed. Ask for food from Me, so that I may give it to you. 0 My
servants, all of you are naked except the one whom I provide with
garments. Ask for clothes from Me, so that I should clothe you. 0 My
servants, all of you commit error night and day and I am there to forgive
for you your sins. Ask forgiveness from Me so that I should forgive you.
0 My servants, you can neither cause any harm to Me nor can you do
any good to Me. 0 My servants, even if the first amongst you and the
last amongst you and even the whole of mankind and jinns become Godconscious like the heart of a single person of you, nothing would add to
My Power. 0 My servants, even if the first amongst you and the last
amongst you and the whole of mankind and the Jinns too unanimously
become the most wicked like the heart of a single person, that would
decrease nothing from My Power. 0 My servants, even if the first
amongst you and the last amongst you and the whole mankind and jinns
too stand in one plain ground and ask Me and I bestow upon everyone
whatever he asks for, that would in no way, cause any loss to Me (even
less) than that which a needle's dipping in the ocean could cause. 0 My
servants, these are your deeds, which I record for you, by which I will
reward you. So he who finds good should praise Allah and he who does
not find that should blame none but his own self."
Glory be to You 0 Allah! How all-embracing Your Generosity is!
How extensive Your Mercy is! How bountiful Your Forgiveness is!
Allah Almighty gives the greatest rewards for even the least amount of
deeds, overlooks more and more sins and faults, keeps open the gate of
repentance for the disobedient and sinful among His servants, and in
case they tum to Him in repentance, He gives them good deeds in
exchange for their evil ones, as confirmed by His saying: "Unless he
repents, believes and works righteous deeds, for Allah will change the
evil of such persons into good, and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful." (Al-Furqan 70)
Consider also His statement in a Qudsi Tradition: "If they tum to me
in repentance, surely, I'm their Lover; and if they tum away from Me,
surely, I'm the one entrusted to cure them (and restore their souls and
hearts to health)." Is there anyone more Merciful, more Kind, More
Compassionate than this Lord, Most Generous, Most Bounteous?
Whatever forgiving anyone of Allah's servants might be, his pardon
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could never be complete, no matter sincere and truthful he is in forgiving
such as does harm to him. But, Allah's Forgiveness is completely
perfect, for once He bestows His Good Pleasure upon such of His
servants as He wills, He never becomes angry with him. that's because
His is the forgiveness of the Most Merciful, Most Glorious, Most
Generous, Who created His servant, for whom He forgives, with His
Own Hand, fashioned him with due proportion with His Power, and
made him independent with His Bounty, and honoured him with His
Mercy. He says in a Qudsi Hadith: "O my servant! Obey Me, so that I
would make You a sincere and faithful worshipper!"
How does one acquire the etiquette of that Name?
Once man becomes well-aware of the fact that his Lord Almighty is
the Most Glorious, Full of Majesty, the Bestower of all favours, Who
always gives gifts without measure, he then will be more eager to come
closer to Him, depend upon Him in all matters, rely on Him in all affairs,
and put his trust in Him. To be sure, whoever has his hopes and
expectations from the people severed, and refer all of them to Allah
Alone, He makes him independent in both the world and the hereafter,
brings him much closer to His Presence, and bestows upon him what
cools him, and endows him with the favour of happiness, whose effects
and signs never perish.
On the other hand, if it is believed that there is no glory to be claimed
for anyone unless he does deeds which makes him acquire such a
characteristic, everyone then should strive his utmost to do good, in
order to adorn himself with the merits of generosity, bounty and honour.
Only in this way, he comes to be worthy of glory among his people.
Indeed, the price of glory is too expensive to attain; and none has the
power to get their portion of it but a few of people.
From amongst the important characteristics that draws one closer to
glory is to forgive such as does harm to him, and pardon such as
commits a sin or mistake against him; and the Messenger of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" set to us the best and the
highest pattern to follow in this respect.
As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah in the shade of that
Name, it is said that whoever adheres to it, he has his heart and soul
enlightened for him, and some veils might be removed from his sight,
therewith to perceive what is difficult upon others to know; and this is
not surprising, since the religious scholars and those endued with
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knowledge are the real heirs of the Prophets and Messengers.
The following supplication is important: "O Allah! You are Worthy
of Dignity, Full of Glory, Who (has power to) do what He pleases: we
ask You (to grant us) security on the Day of Judgement."
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(THE ONE AND ONL'l')
The concept of this Name is one of the most important principles
upon which faith is based, i.e. that there is no god to be worshipped but
One Allah, with Whom there is no partner. This principle is
characteristic, not only of Islam, but also of all the religions which
depend upon Divine Scriptures. It is the true faith, on which all of people
are created, before being converted to polytheism, paganism, atheism,
and the like of that.
It is narrated by Muslim that the Messenger of Allah said, relating
from Allah Almighty: "Indeed , I've created (all of) My servants on
the true faith (in the fact that there is no god to be worship ped but
Allah with Whom there is no partner) ."
It is narrated by Al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu Hurairah:
Allah's Apostle "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said:
"Every child is born with a true faith of Islam (To worship none
but AIJah Alone) but his parents convert him to Judaism ,
Christianity, or Magiani sm, as an animal delivers a perfect baby
animal. Do you find it mutilated?" Then Abu Hurairah recited the
Qur'ani c verse: "So set thou thy face steadily and truly to the Faith
(establish) Allah's handiwo rk accordin g to the pattern on which he
has made mankind: no change (let there be) in the work (wrough t)
by Allah: that is the standard Religion: but most among mankind
understa nd not." (Ar-Rum 30)
Allah Almighty affirms so many times the fact that there is no god
but One Allah, none other than Whom has the right to be worshipped;
and such as has faith in anything other than that, nothing will be
accepted from him: "And your God is One God: there is no god but He,
Most Gracious, Most Merciful." (Al-Baqarah 163) "believe in Allah and
His Messengers. Say not "Trinity": desist: it will be better for you: for
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Allah is One God: glory be to Him: (far Exalted is He) above having a
son. To Him belong all things in the heavens and on earth. And enough
is Allah as a Disposer of affairs." (An-Nisa 171) "They do blaspheme
who say: Allah is one of three in a Trinity: for there is no god except
One God. If they desist not from their word (of blasphemy), verily a
grievous penalty will befall the blasphemers among them." (Al-Ma'idah
73)

He Almighty further says on the tongue of the Prophet Joseph to both
men whom he found in the prison: "O my two companions of the prison!
(I ask you): are many lords differing among themselves better, or Allah,
the One Supreme and Irresistible?" (Yusuf 39) ""Allah is the Creator of
all things: He is the One, the Supreme and Irresistible." (Ar-Ra'd 16)
"Say: "What has come to me by inspiration is that your God is One God:
will ye therefore bow to His Will (in Islam)?"" (Al-Anbiya 108)
It is remarkable that in many cases, the Name "Al-Wah id" (the One
and Only) comes in association with "Al-Qahhar" (the Irresistible),
which reveals an essential relationship between both: the One Allah is
Irresistible in order that He would overpower, with His Might, such as
takes other deities and false gods to serve in derogation of Him
Almighty.
It is a well-known fact that faith in Islam is based on five fundaments,
the first of which is to bear testimony that there is no god (to be
worshipped) but Allah, the One and Only, with Whom there is no
partner, and that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger. It is narrated
by both sheikhs on the authority of Abdullah lbn Umar from The
Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him": "Islam is based upon
five (fundaments): To testify that there is no god but Allah and that
Muhammad is His servant and Messenger, to establish the prayer, to pay
the obligatory charity, to perform the pilgrimage to the House (of
Ka' bah), and to observe the fasts of (the month of) Ramadan."
That is the Monotheism, to which all the Prophets and Messengers
sent by Allah Almighty called their peoples, beginning from Noah, the
first Prophet to be sent to the inhabitants of the earth (for Adam, though
a Prophet, is not regarded as one of the Messengers sent to their
peoples), and ending with Muhammad, the Seal of the Prophets and
Messengers. This is confirmed many times in the Qur'an, as shown in
His saying: "Not a messenger did We send before thee without this
inspiration sent by Us to him: that there is no god but I; therefore
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worship and serve Me." (Al-Anbiya 25) He further says: "For We
assuredly sent amongst every People a messenger, (with the Command),
"Serve Allah, and eschew Evil": of the people were some whom Allah
guided, and some on whom Error became inevitably (established). So
travel through the earth, and see what was the end of those who denied
(the Truth)." (An-Nahl 36)
However, the nature of things necessitates that there should be but
One Lord to be the Cherisher and Sustainer of all the worlds, i.e. Allah
Almighty, with Whom there is no partner; and had there been other god
besides Allah, surely, trouble and disorder would have prevailed in the
universe in derogation of the perfect order and constant finnness by
which it is characterized: "No son did Allah beget, nor is there any god
along with Him: (if there were many gods), behold, each god would have
taken away what he had created, and some would have Lorded it over
others! Glory to Allah! (He is free) from the (sort of) things they
attribute to Him!" (Al-Mu'minun 91) "If there were, in the heavens and
the earth, other gods besides Allah, there would have been confusion in
both! But glory to Allah, the Lord of the Throne: (High is He) above
what they attribute to Him!" (Al-Anbiya 22)
The term "Al-Wahid" (One and Only) means, in the sight of men of
knowledge, that He is One not only in the current time, but also He was
and will be so, for He has no ascendants, nor descendants to be begotten
from Him, nor does He have a consort nor partner at all: "Say: He is
Allah, the One and Only; Allah, the Eternal, Absolute; He begetteth not,
nor is He begotten; And there is none like unto Him."
He Almighty is Unique in His Nature, Characteristics, Deeds,
Perfection and Completeness, for there is none, not only to be like Him,
but also to be compared with Him. He is One in the sense that there is
none to be before Him, nor to be after Him, nor to be above Him, nor to
be with Him. It is not fitting for the One to be indivisible, nor is it
consonant with His Majesty to be undividable. He is Completely Perfect.
Monotheism then is to have faith in the fact that there is no god but
Allah Alone, and One and Only, with Whom there is no partner; and this
means that it is He Alone Who should be worshipped solely, apart from
such as joined with Him in service. In this way, there should be nothing
to be ascribed to Him in worship. This is the fundament of faith in all the
Divine Religions, and the Message with which He Almighty sent all of
His Messengers and Prophets.
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According to some men endued with knowledge, monotheism is to see
clearly from the various signs manifest in all things created by Allah, how
Uniquely and Solely Self-Subsisting Allah Almighty is: there is none
barring Him to dispose of the affairs of His servants, nor is there any to
have full acquaintance of what they conceal as well as what they disclose:
with Him Alone are the keys of the unseen, "the treasures that none
knoweth but He. He knoweth whatever there is on the earth and in the sea.
Not a leaf doth fa)) but with His knowledge: there is not a grain in the
darkness (or depths) of the earth, nor anything fresh or dry (green or
withered), but is (inscribed) in a Record clear (to those who can read)."
For this reason, one should put his trust in Him Alone, for none has
the power to benefit or do harm to anyone but He Almighty; and
whoever believes that there are such as benefit or do harm to others
besides Allah Almighty, loses, indeed, a great portion of his faith, and
his deeds will come to be fruitless, no matter good they might be. That's
because the One is He, Who suffices you against the whole creation,
even though the whole creation could hardly suffice you against the One.
This might explain the great value the Surah of "Al-lkhlas" (the
Purity of Faith) (beginning with "say: He is Allah, the One and Only")
occupies as being equal to one-third the Qur' an in the reward that is
received by such as recites it. It is narrated by Al-Bukhari, Abu Dawud
and An-Nisa'i on the authority of Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri: A man heard
another reciting: "Say He is Allah, the One and only ... " repeatedly.
The next morning he came to Allah's Apostle "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" and informed him about it as if he thought that it
was not enough to recite. On that Allah's Apostle "Allah's blessing
and peace be upon him" said: "By Him, in Whose Hand my life is,
this Surah is (in reward) equal to one-third the Qur'an !"
It is narrated by Al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu Sa'id: The
Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" asked his companions:
"Couldn't you be able to recite one-third The Holy Qur'an in a night?"
they felt it difficult and said: "How could one do this, 0 Prophet of
Allah?" he replied: "Allah's saying: "Say: he is Allah, the one and
only ... " is equal to one-third The Holy Qur'an."
It is narrated by At-Tirmidhi and Muslim on the authority of Abu
Hazim from Abu Hurairah that once, The Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" said (addressing his companions):
"Assemble, for I'm going to recite to you one-third of The Qur'an."
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Whoever could join there, gathered and then, The Prophet of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" came out and recited: "Say: He
is Allah, The One and Only ... " Then, he went in. we said to one another:
''The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
promised to recite to us one-third of the Qur' an; and we see that it is a
news item, which came to him from the Heaven and it is that which caused
him to go in." then, The Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
came out and said: "I said to you that I would recite to you one-third of
The Qur'an; and it ("Say: He is Allah, The One and Only") is equal to
one-third of The Qur'an."
How does man acquire the good manners related to that Name?
It is a part of the good manners of that Name that one should set
himself free from polytheism and atheism, and purify his heart and soul
from the evil of disbelief and infidelity, and refrain from claiming power
to anyone else other than Allah Almighty, to whom belong the Absolute
Power and Might. Some think there are such as endued with power to
make things besides those made by Allah Almighty, which leads them to
tum to these people, for fear of their authority; and no doubt, it is not
fitting for anyone to make a thing without the Leave and Permission of
Allah Almighty: whoever is doomed to be befallen by something should
inevitably receive it, and whoever is doomed to be kept far from it,
would never receive it.
The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
instructs us to ascribe Lordship, Power of Authority, and Godhead to
Allah Almighty Alone. It is narrated on the authority of lbn Abbas that
the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said to
him: "O Boy! Should I not teach you some words, with which Allah
benefits you? Keep (yourself from the punishment of) Allah so that He
would keep you (from evil). Safeguard (yourself against Allah's
Torment) so that you would find Him in front of you (in all that you do).
Tum to Allah at the time of prosperity, so that He would tum to you at
the time of difficulty. If you ask for something, ask none but Allah; and
if you seek anything, seek nothing but the help of Allah.
No doubt, the pen (which writes down the Divine Decrees) has
become dried (of ink after finishing from writing) what will be (in the
future); and so, if the whole people gather to gi~~u something which
Allah Almighty has not decreed for you, they will.have no power to do
so; and if they gather to withhold from you anything which Allah
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Almighty has decreed for you, in no case they will be able to do so. For
this reason, you should do the deeds for the sake of Allah with pleasure
of certainty, and put in consideration that in your keeping patient against
what you dislike, there is a great amount of good; that there is always
help with constant perseverance; that there is relief with distress; and
with every difficulty, there is ease."
As to the celebration of Allah in the shade of that Name, it is
narrated that once the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" heard someone supplicating: "O Allah! I beseech you by (the
fact that) You are the One and Only, the Eternal, Absolute, Who
begetteth not, nor is He begotten And there is none like unto Him." On
that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
said: "No doubt, this (man) has asked Allah by His Greatest Name,
therewith if He is asked (for something), He soon gives it, and if He is
invoked, He soon responds (to the invocation)."
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According to some knowledgeable men, if one recites this Name one
thousand times, Allah removes from his heart the fear of all of His
creatures. We mentioned earlier the superiority of the Surah of "AlIkhlas'', and that it is equal, in value and reward, to one-third the Holy
Qur'an. It is further reported that whoever recites it in his fatal ailment,
because of which he dies, he will never be afflicted in his grave, and he
will be saved from the severity of its pressing grasp, and on the Day of
Judgement, he will be carried on the hands of the angels until he crosses
the path (to the Garden).
The following supplication is significant: "O Allah, the One and
Only, the Ever-Existent, Most Generous, Who enlarge (sustenance for
such as You please), Most Bountiful, Gran tor (of favours), Full of Power
(of Authority), Free of all wants, Who make independent (whomever
You will), Who open (the gates of provision and mercy), Bestower (of
graces), All-Knowing, All-Wise, Living, Self-Subsisting, Eternal, Most
Gracious, Most Merciful, Creator of heavens (and the earth), Full of
Majesty and Honour, Most Kind (and Compassionate), Benefactor:
bestow upon me, out of Your Bounty, a portion of good, therewith to
make me independent from anyone else other than You."
~
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AS-SAMAD
(THE ETERNAL, ABSOLUTE)
"As-Samad" is the Master, Who is obeyed by all, and to Whose
Commands and Orders all the people are subject; and there is nothing to
be decided or done in the absence of His Approval. That is, it is He Who
decides and judges, and none has the power to decide anything or pass
any judgement pertaining to Him. He is Self-Sustained, Who is not in
need of things such as food or drink to maintain Himself, for He indeed
abides by Himself, eternally and everlastingly. He is the One, to Whom
all the people tum to ask for their needs and requests; and this caters for
the fact that He has nothing to be like unto Him.
This Name comes only once in the Qur'an, as shown in Allah's
saying: "Say: He is Allah, the One and Only; Allah, the Eternal,
Absolute; He begetteth not, nor is He begotten; And there is none like
unto Him."
"As-Samad", according to Ubai Ibn Ka'b, is the One, Who has no
descendants to beget, nor does He have ascendants, i.e. He never is
begotten; and there is nothing to be compared with Him. That is because
there is no one to be begotten but that he dies, and thus is inherited by
others; and it is not befitting for Allah Almighty to die and be inherited
by anyone, for He is not begotten so that He would die, nor is there
anything similar to Him.
Ali and lbn Abbas tell that it is He, to Whom belong all Honour and
Sovereignty. Abu Hurairah says that it is He, Who is Independent, and
can do without anyone in the worlds, and of Whom everyone is in need.
"As-Samad" is, in the sight of Al-Husain Ibn Al-Fadl, the One Who
has the power to do what He wills, and decides what He intends, with
none to discuss Him in what He does and acts. According to Muqatil, He
is the Perfect One, Who has no defect at all.
"As-Samad" is the One, Whose Nature is Exalted and Deemed far
above the vision of the sight, and Whose Majesty is Hallowed and
Glorified from being defined and explained by limited words. He is the
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Ever-Living, Eternal, Absolute, Who abides after the destruction of all of
His creatures. One endued with understanding turns but to such as has all
characteristics of power and perfection.
We mentioned that this Name occurs only once in the Qur'an, i.e. in
the Surah of Al-Ikhlas. As to the occasion on which it was revealed, It is
mentioned that when the Jews told they worshipped Uzair, son of Allah,
as they falsely claimed, the Christians told they worshipped the Christ,
the Magians pretended they worshipped both fire and sun, and the
pagans alleged they worshipped the idols and stones, Allah Almighty
revealed: "Say: He is Allah, the One and Only; Allah, the Eternal,
Absolute; He begetteth not, nor is He begotten; And there is none like
unto Him." This is to affirm that since He is the Only One Allah, other
than Whom there is no god, nor does He has rival, nor like, nor match,
nor consort, nor offspring, then, it is He Alone, Who has the right to be
served and worshipped apart from all things the polytheists and pagans
worship.
In this Surah, the Name "As-Samad" occupies a unique importance,
for it affirms the fact that Allah Almighty is He, to Whom all the
creatures turn in service, although it is only a few of them that succeed to
reach the right way of worship. All the peoples have, at least within
themselves, faith that in the end, there should be One, to Whom belongs
the whole universe. But they differ about the nature of that Creator; and
each population of them invented the god unique to their traditions and
habits, such as the fire of the Magians of Persia, and the like of them.
But, "If indeed thou ask them who it is that created the heavens and the
earth, they would be sure to say, "Allah." Say: "See ye then the things
that ye invoke besides Allah?" (Az-Zumar 38)
How does man acquire the etiquette of that Name?
If one is put to a position, in which people turn to him to fulfill their
needs and quests, he should give thanks to Allah Almighty for such a
favour, in response to the Prophetic tradition, in which he says: "It
should be known that the needs that the people ask you to do for them
are out of Allah's Favours that He bestows upon you: so, let not you be
tired out of them, for indeed you would be tired out of Allah's Favours."
However, being in charge of achieving people's interests is one of
Allah's Great Favours He confers upon whomever He pleases of His
servants, even though only a few of them are those who know well its
rights, and have just estimate of it. One of its rights is that one should
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deal generously and kindly with the needs of those that ask him, with no
reminder of bounty, or showing weariness. He should always call to
remembrance the statement of the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing
and peace be upon him": "He, who (hastens to) fulfill the need of his
brother, Allah Almighty (hastens to) fulfill his need; and Allah helps him
who helps his brother." He should put in mind that he fulfills the need of
anyone just by Allah's Permission.
The one who is in charge of fulfilling the needs of others has, in fact,
a good portion of that Name, with which Allah Almighty names Himself.
On the other hand, whoever intends to have his portion of that Name
much greater, he has to reduce the amount of food and drink, and rather
to observe more fasts, and be inclined more to silence. By doing so,
Allah Almighty brings him closer to the Presence of the Truth, and raises
him to the company of the true faithful believers, and the angels, who
never eat, nor drink.
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, it is reported that the
best celebration is to recite more often the Surah of Al-Ikhlas, which
contains that Name, since it is equal, in value and reward, to one-third
the Qur'an.
It is narrated on the authority of Uqbah lbn Amir that he said: Once,
I met the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon
him", and then came towards him, and took hold of his hand and asked:
"O Messenger of Allah! Which thing will deliver the faithful believer?"
he said: "O Uqbah! Keep silent, and let your home and father (act as a
garment therewith to) cover up your mistakes." Some time later, the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" met me;
and he came towards me and took hold of my hand and said: "O Uqbah
lbn Amir! Should I not teach you the best three Surahs, to be revealed
in the Torah, the Psalms, the Gospel and even the Holy Qur'an?" I
said: "Nay, let Allah Almighty make me sacrifice my life for you!" on
that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
said: "Recite: "Say: He is Allah, the One and Only ... " "Say: I seek
refuge with the Lord of the Dawn ... " and "Say: I seek refuge with the
Lord and Cherisher of Mankind." He added: "O Uqbah! Do not forget
them, and do not spend a night until you recite them." Uqbah
commented: "I've never forgotten them, since he commended me not
to forget them, nor have I spent a night until I would recite them."
Later on, I met the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be
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upon him", towards whom I came and took hold of his hand, and then I
said to him: "O Messenger of Allah! Tell me of the best of deeds." On
that he said: "Keep good relation with (all the people, including even)
such as severs relation with you; give (even) such as withholds (things)
from you; and turn away (out of generosity) from such as wrongs you."

AL-QADIR

l~,hll

(THE ALL-POWERFUL)
This Name comes many times in the Qur'an. Allah Almighty says:
"They say: "Why is not a Sign sent down to him from his Lord?" Say:
"Allah hath certainly power to send down a Sign: but most of them
understand not."" (Al-An'am 37) "He hath power to send calamities on
you, from above and below, or to cover you with confusion in party
strife, giving you a taste of mutual vengeance, each from the other." (65)
"See they not that Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth, has
power to create the like of them (anew)? Only He has decreed a term
appointed, Of which there is no doubt. But the unjust refuse (to receive
it) except with ingratitude." (Al-Isra 99) ""Is not He Who created the
heavens and the earth able to create the like thereof? "Yea, indeed! for
He is the Creator Supreme of skill and knowledge (infinite)!" (Ya Sin
81) He further says: "And We send down water from the sky according
to (due) measure, and We cause it to soak in the soil; and We certainly
have power to drain it off (with ease)." (Al-Mu'minun 18) "And We
certainly have power to show thee (in fulfillment) that against which
they are warned." (95) "Nay, We have power to put together in perfect
order the very tips of his fingers." (Al-Qiyamah 4)
"Al-Qadir" then is the One to Whom belongs the full Power to do
and determine whatever He plans in due measure and proportion, to the
extent that nothing could frustrate Him: "For We do determine
(according to need); for We are the Best to determine (things)." (AlMursalat 23) "Verily, all things have We created in proportion and
measure." (Al-Qamar 49) Thus, He is the One to Whom it is entrusted to
deal with the matters of all of His creatures, each according to his needs
and requirements, with nothing of that to divert him from the other; and
that's because, as we referred to earlier, His treatment of all of His
creatures is as easy as it is of a single soul. He is the One Who has power
to do everything as it necessitates to be, with no reduction nor addition.
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It is not surprising to see that the Night of Power "Qadr" is derived
from His Own Power and Might, in order to be able to carry the most
serious, the greatest, and the most important matter, i.e. the revelation of
the Holy Qur'an, the last of Allah's Scriptures, which prevails over them
all, as well as Islam has full control over all the previous religions.
But, it is not within the capacity of anyone to make just estimate of
Allah's Power except He Alone; and this is what He states: "No just
estimate have they made of Allah, such as is due to Him: on the Day of
Judgment the whole of the earth will be but His handful, and the heavens
will be rolled up in His right hand: Glory to Him! High is He above the
Partners they attribute to Him!" (Az-Zumar 67)
This Holy Statement tells about such as failed to estimate Allah's
Majesty as just and right as it should be due to Him, and had they had a
just estimate of Him, surely they would not have ascribed partners to
Him. According to Ibn Abbas, as to those who fail to have a just estimate
of Allah Almighty as is due to Him, they are the unbelievers and pagans,
who have no faith in His Power over them; and whoever believes in the
fact that He has power over all things, has, in fact, made a just estimate
of Allah, as should be due to Him, and whoever believes not in Allah's
Power over all things, has, in fact, made no just estimate of Allah as
should be due to Him.
It is narrated by both sheikhs and Ahmad on the authority of
Abdullah: A (Jewish) rabbi came to Allah's Apostle "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" and said: "O Muhammad! We learn that Allah will
put all the heavens on one finger, the earths on one finger, the trees on
one finger, the water and the dust on one finger, and all the other created
beings on one finger. Then He will say: I am the King." Thereupon The
Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" smiled so that his
premolar teeth became visible, in confirmation to the rabbi. Then he
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" recited: "No just estimate have
they made of Allah such as is due to Him: on the Day of Judgment the
whole of earth will be but His handful, and the heavens will be rolled up
in His right hand: Glory to Him! High is He above the partners they
attribute to Him."
It is narrated by Ahmad on the authority of lbn Umar that once, the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" was on
the pulpit when he recited: "No just estimate have they made of Allah,
such as is due to Him: on the Day of Judgment the whole of the earth
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will be but His handful, and the heavens will be rolled up in His right
hand: Glory to Him! High is He above the Partners they attribute to
Him!" at that time, the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace
be upon him" was saying (while pointing) with his hand, which he
moved forward and backward: "Allah Almighty will then Glorify and
Exalt Himself saying: "I'm (the One) Exalted in Might, I'm the
Irresistible, I'm the Supreme, I'm the King, I'm (the One) Exalted in
Power, I'm the Most Generous."" Then, the pulpit trembled with the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" so much
that we thought it would collapse with the Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him".
Allah's Power then necessitates that He has the ability to do such as
He plans and intends by Himself, with no need of others to assist Him,
for indeed, His Power is Absolutely Perfect. Thus, no failure could seize
Him at all. It is enough for Him, once He intends to do a thing, to say to
it "Be", and it is soon, within a time even shorter than the twinkling of an
eye.
How does man acquire the good manners related to that Name?
If one is doomed to receive Allah's Favour of some power with which
he is endued, or a good portion of authority, with which he becomes strong
enough to enforce his commands, he then has to stick to the best conduct
required by that characteristic: he has to keep himself away from tyranny
and oppression, and refrain from committing injustice against his people,
putting in mind that if Allah Almighty has granted him something, say
power, He also has granted others many things: to be sure, above such as
endued with knowledge, there is one who is more knowledgeable. This
statement applies to all similar characteristics and merits.
According to a certain narration, "If your power makes alluring to
you to be unjust to the people, remember soon Allah's Power over you."
It is out of Allah's Wisdom to grant an oppressor the power therewith to
revenge from another wrongdoer. But this does not mean that by doing
so, the wrongdoer should be delivered from His Punishment. According
to a famous statement, "the Wrongdoer might function as Allah's Sword
on earth, therewith He exacts retribution (from the oppressors), and then,
He exacts retribution from him."
How beautiful the power is when it is practiced in association with
justice, bounty and humility: if Allah Almighty grants power to anyone
of His servants, who, in tum, adorns it with those good characteristics,
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he, indeed, has attained much more good, which none attain but a few of
people.
It is a part of the good manners related to that Name that one endued
with power should always be careful of Allah's Power over him: this
enjoins upon him that he should not go on disobedience of Allah, nor
should he lag behind his lusts and desires, for indeed, the Eye of the AllPowerful never sleeps; and one's deeds are kept on record against him;
and there will come a day, when he will be reckoned for all that he did in
the world. So, let him hasten to tum to Allah in repentance, so that He
Almighty would turn to him in mercy and forgiveness.

As to the celebration of Allah in the shade of that Name, it is said
that whoever remembers Allah's Name "Al-Qadir" (All-Powerful)
following a two-rak'ah prayer, he then is given strength, which helps
him continue his service to Allah, actively, with no fatigue nor weariness
to overtake him.
The following supplication is important in this respect: "O my God!
You are the All-Powerful, (Whose Power: and Might are) evident; and
You are the Ever-Witness Whose Vision (grasps all of Your servants):
You have caused existence to be with the help of the Supreme Power
(You have); and You have conveyed provisions (to Your creatures)
according to the Gracious Wisdom (that You enlarges sustenance for
such as You please, and restricts it for such as You please): (0 Allah)
grant us power over ourselves, so that we would never deviate (from the
truth), and make us witness (some of) the mysteries (of Your Power);
and give us a pure drink of (the secret of the statement) "There is no
might nor power except with Allah Almighty": Verily, You are the
Friend and the Protector of the faithful believers, and You have power
over all things; and Allah's Blessing and Peace be upon Muhammad, his
family and companions."
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AL-MUQTADIR
(THE OMNIPOTENT)
This Name occurs four times in the Qur'an: "The (people) rejected
all Our Signs; but We seized them with such Penalty (as comes) from
One Exalted in Power, Omnipotent (Able to enforce His Will)." (AlQamar 42) "As to the Righteous, they will be in the midst of Gardens
and Rivers, In an Assembly of Truth, in the Presence of a Sovereign
Omnipotent." (54:55) "Set forth to them the similitude of the life of
this world: it is like the rain which We send down from the skies: the
earth's vegetation absorbs it. But soon it becomes dry stubble, which
the winds do scatter: it is (only) Allah, the Omnipotent (Who
prevails) over all things." (Al-Kahf 45) and: "Or We shall show thee
that (accomplished) which We have promised them: for verily We
shall prevail over them." (Az-Zukhruf 42)
Some scholars try to put a distinction between both Names of "AlQadir" (All-Powerful) and "Al-Muqtadir" (the Omnipotent): with the
help of the former, He has power to bring into being such as He likes
from nothing, as well as to cause to nothing from existence such as He
wills; and with the help of the latter, He has power to maintain the
creatures in such a way as none barring He is able to do, out of His
Bounty and Kindness towards them.
"AI-Muqtadir" (the Omnipotent) then is not only the One Who has
power, but also Who is able to prevail, and really He prevails, over all of
His creatures, in the heavens and on earth, and what is between them. In
this way, it is stronger in significance than "Al-Qadir" (All-Powerful),
even though both are characteristics that belong but to Allah Almighty.
Consider here how this Name comes in association with the
Sovereign: soon you will find how great and magnificent the Dominion
of Allah, which none has power to create but He Almighty, and it is not
befitting for anyone barring Allah to have the like of it. As to the
righteous, they will be admitted to Gardens of Bliss, with rivers
flowing underneath them, in contrast with the wicked unbelievers,
who will be dragged on their faces into the fire of Hell. Those faithful
believers will be in "Assembly of Truth, in the Presence of a Sovereign
Omnipotent", i.e. they will have their abode of dignity and honour,
out of the Grace, Bounty, and Good Pleasure of Allah Almighty, the
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Creator of all things, the Disposer of all things, and Whose Power is
over all things.
It is narrated by Ahmad and Muslim on the authority of Abdullah
lbn Umar that The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" said: "Behold! the Dispensers of justice will be seated on
the pulpits of light beside Allah, on the right side of the Merciful
"Exalted and Glorified be He"; and both His sides are right. (The
Dispensers of justice are) those who do justice in their rules, in
matters relating to their families and in all that put under their
custody."
It is narrated on the authority of Abdullah lbn Buraidah that the
inhabitants of the Garden will be admitted to Allah, the Irresistible, and
they will recite the Holy Qur' an in His Presence; and all of them will
take their seats on pulpits of pearls, rubies, aquamarine, gold and silver,
each according to his deeds. However, they will never be well-pleased
by a favour much greater than that in which they will be.
It is further narrated on the authority of Khalid lbn Ma' dan that on the
Day of Judgement, the angels will go to the faithful believers and say:
"O Allah's devotees! Come with us!" they will ask: "Where?" they will
reply: "To the Garden." The believers will then say: "But thus you will
bring us to somewhere else different from that which we expect to go
to." They will ask them: "Which is that you expect to go?" they will say
to them: "in the midst of Gardens and Rivers, In an Assembly of Truth,
in the Presence of a Sovereign Omnipotent.''.
How does one get the etiquette of that Name?
One should observe the High Station, Glory, Majesty and
Magnificence of Allah Almighty, and know how Great, Powerful, and
Omnipotent He is, from Whom nothing could be hidden, for His Power
means He has full control over all things He has created, and He is able
to dispose of them all in the way and manner He likes.
For this reason, one has to fear Him more, just as He should be
feared, ward off evil, safeguard himself from His Punishment, and
protect himself against a Day whose evil will be distressful. this also
means he should strive his utmost to get Allah's Good Pleasure upon
him, and tum to Him in all of his affairs.
If one is granted the power of authority over some people, he then,
with the help of that Name, should observe Allah in all of his deeds, acts
and words. To be sure, although Allah has power over all of His
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servants, He, at the same time, is Most Forbearing, to the extent that He
is not in haste to punish anyone: on the contrary, He always gives respite
again and again, leaving he gates of repentance open to all the people.
Furthermore, He is at the peak of justice and fairness, that He never deals
unjustly with anyone of His servants.
If one becomes well-aware of how all-embracing, comprehensive
Allah's Power is, he will be led to turn to Him Alone, apart from any of
His creatures, seek His Help, refer all of his matters to Him, and put his
trust in Him whenever he is befallen by difficulty.
As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah by that Name, it is
reported that if one sticks to calling it to remembrance, Allah Almighty
will mend his state, and make him better and able to overpower whatever
difficulties and problems he receives. If one remembers that Name in
association with the Names "Al-Qahhar" (the Irresistible), "Al-'Azeez"
(the Exalted in Might), by which He celebrates Allah, and seeks relief
from Him against a wrongdoer who deals with him unjustly, he will be
helped by Allah take his right from him.

AL-MUOADDIM, AL-MU' AKHKHIR
(THE ONE WHO PUTS FORWARD THE ONE WHO
BRINGS BACKWARD)
It is out of the perfect order of Allah in His creation that He puts
everything in its right place, i.e. the place which is most convenient for
it; and this requires that He always brings to the front such as deserves to
be advanced, and at the same time, He brings back such as deserves to be
placed in the rear; and everything is done according to due measure,
beyond which it could never go.
Allah Almighty created some of His creatures before others. It is
well-known that first He created the earth in two days, then He turned to
the sky, from which He finished in other two days, then He returned to
the earth once again, in which He created water and pasture, and
extended it to be a wide expanse, then created sustenance and provisions
in due measure, which its inhabitants to come will use, and arranged all
the affairs pertaining to the life on it; and during the last portion of the
sixth day, He created man, and breathed into him of His Spirit.
As well as He Almighty does many things before others, puts forward
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in rank and order some of His creatures, and brings back others, He also
gives preference to many things pertaining to times, places, and species
of creatures over others, and makes some superior to others. For
instance, He has given superiority to mankind over a great portion of His
creatures, as shown in His saying: "We have honoured the sons of
Adam; provided them with transport on land and sea; given them for
sustenance things good and pure; and conferred on them special favours,
above a great part of Our Creation." (Al-Isra 70) This applies also to His
Messengers and Prophets, some of whom He made superior in position
over others: ''Those Messengers We endowed with gifts, some above
others: to one of them Allah spoke; others He raised to degrees (of
·honour); to Jesus, the son of Mary, We gave Clear (Signs), and
strengthened him with the holy spirit." (Al-Baqarah 253)
But, it is not up to us, if we intend to be of the faithful believers, to
give preference to any of the Prophets over the others: it is a part of our
faith to believe in them all, making no difference between them: ''The
Messenger believeth in what hath been revealed to him from his Lord, as
do the men of faith. Each one (of them) believeth in Allah, His angels,
His Books, and His Messengers. "We make no distinction (they say)
between one and another of His Messengers."" (285)
The following narration is significant, in which the Messenger of
Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" invites us not to give
any Prophet preference over the others. It is narrated by Al-Bukhari on
the authority of Abu Hurairah: Two persons, a Muslim and a Jew,
quarrelled. The Muslim said: "By he, who gave Muhammad superiority
over all the people!" The Jew said: "By Him, Who gave Moses
superiority over all the people!" At that the Muslim raised his hand and
slapped the Jew on the face. The Jew went to The Prophet "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" and informed him of what had
happened between him and the Muslim. The Prophet "Allah's blessing
and peace be upon him" sent for the Muslim and asked him about it. The
Muslim informed him of the event. The Prophet "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" said: "Do not give me superiority over Moses, for on
the Day of Judgement all the people will fall unconscious and I wi11 be
one of them, but I will Be the first to restore consciousness, and will see
Moses standing and holding the side of the Throne (of Allah). I will not
know whether (he) has also fallen unconscious and got up before me, or
Allah has exempted him from that swoon."
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He Almighty has made some times more excellent than others; and
the Night of Power here is typical, on which He sent the Holy Qur' an,
first from the Preserved Tablet to the House of Honour in the nearest
sky, and then it was revealed to the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing
and peace be upon him" in installments over twenty-three years: "We
have indeed revealed this (Message) in the Night of Power: And what
will explain to thee what the Night of Power is? The Night of Power is
better than a thousand months. Therein come down the angels and the
Spirit by Allah's permission, on every errand: Peace!... This until the rise
of Mom!"
From amongst the places, He Almighty has given the Ka'bah
superiority over all the places of worship on the surface of the earth,
followed by his Mosque in Medina, and the Furthest Mosque of
Jerusalem. It is narrated by Al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu Hurairah:
The Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "Journeys
should not be made except to three: The Sacred Mosque of Mecca
(Ka'bah), my mosque (in Medina) and The Furthest Mosque (of
Jerusalem)." It is further narrated by him on the same authority: The
Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "One prayer in
my Mosque is better than one thousand prayers in any other mosque
except The Sacred Mosque (Ka'bah of Mecca)." (It is reported that a
single prayer in the Ka'bah is equal in reward and value to one hundred
thousand prayers in any place of worship barring the Prophetic Mosque
of Medina, the prayer in which is one thousand times greater than it is
anywhere else.)
If those three mosques have superiority to all places of worship, then,
it is well-established that the places of worship and service such as
mosques are at the head of all the places on earth, for indeed, they are
much better in degree and position in the sight of Allah. That's because
in them, Allah's Name is celebrated, His Praises and Glory are declared,
and religious knowledge and deeds of service are learnt. For this reason,
it is not strange that when the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" was asked about the best of places, he referred to the
places of worship, and when he was asked about the worst of them, he
referred to the markets.
No doubt, such as follow the way of the Prophets, and stick to their
method of life, are superior to others; and this is why the religious
scholars and those endued with knowledge are the real heirs of the
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Prophets, who never left property or wealth to be inherited: it was
knowledge and wisdom that they left to be inherited. It is well-known
that the angels, birds and even the fish in the oceans and seas ask for
Allah's Blessing upon such as instruct people in knowledge, and teach
them the principles of their religion.
But, even from amongst those religious scholars and learnt men, there
are some, higher in rank than others, i.e. such as act upon the principles
of the knowledge that they teach the people, are given superiority over
such as do not act upon what they instruct, who are put in the rear of all
the people, for it is the greatest evil that one endued with knowledge
does not really act upon what he knows: by doing so, he comes to
introduce the worst pattern which should not be followed by others.
But the term "Al-Muq addim" (the One Who brings forward, does in
advance, etc) has a further meaning, which might be understood from
Allah's saying: "He will say: "Dispute not with each other in My
Presence: I had already in advance sent you Warning."" (Qaf 28) It is He
then Who always does, in advance, all things that are in favour, and for the
interest of His servants: for example, He first sent to them the Messengers
and Prophets as warners of the Punishment of Allah, and giver of the glad
tidings of His Rewards, and thus the plea was proved true against different
generations and populations, before they were given to destruction in the
world, and the severe punishment in the hereafter.
On the other hand, the Name "Al-Mu'a khkhir" (One Who brings
backward, postpones, or puts in the rear), does not occur in the Qur' an in
this form. But there are Verses, in which it comes in the verb form, each
shedding light upon a side of the meaning. Allah Almighty says: "If We
delay the penalty for them for a definite term, they are sure to say, "What
keeps it back?"" (Rud 8) "that is a Day for which mankind will be
gathered together: that will be a Day of Testimony, Nor shall We delay it
but for a term appointed." (103:104) "But to no soul will Allah grant
respite when the time appointed (for it) has come; and Allah is wellacquainted with (all) that ye do." (Al-Munafiqun 11) "So He may forgive
you your sins and give you respite for a stated Term: for when the Term
given by Allah is accomplished, it cannot be delayed: if ye only knew."
(Noah 4) ''Think not that Allah doth not heed the deeds of those who do
wrong. He but giveth them respite against a Day when the eyes will
fixedly stare in horror." (Abraham 42) "If Allah were to punish men for
their wrong-doing, He would not leave, on the (earth), a single living
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creature: but He gives them respite for a stated Term: when their Term
expires, they would not be able to delay (the punishment) for a single
hour, just as they would not be able to anticipate it." (An-Nahl 61)
According to some men of knowledge, Allah Almighty delays many
things to come to existence after others, brings backward such of His
servants as He pleases, pertaining rank, nearness to His Presence,
honour, obedience, god-fearing, knowledge, and the like of that, as His
Perfect Wisdom necessitates. But in the end, everything, whether it is put
forward, given superiority, or brought backward, delayed, is placed in its
right place, that is most convenient to it. In other words, had it not been
more fitting for such and such a thing or a man to be brought backward,
delayed, or even put in the rear, surely, it would not have been brought
backward, delayed, or even put in the rear.
Sometimes postponing a thing to come to being after another refers to
a certain advantage it receives from that delay. Take, for example, the
case of the creation of Adam: it is well-established that Adam was
created just in the last portion of Friday, the sixth day during which
Allah Almighty created both the heavens and the earth, and what is in
and between them. According to some learnt men, this postponement
was to make the superiority of mankind, as Allah's vicegerent on earth
evident to the angels, whom He commanded to fall in prostration to him
as soon as He had finished from his creation with His Own Hand,
fashioned him in the best of molds and shapes, breathed into him of His
Spirit, and taught him the names of all things.
Similarly, He Almighty deferred the sending of Muhammad to be the
Seal of all the Prophets and Messengers, from whom He took the pledge
to believe in him, and give their peoples the glad tidings of his coming,
and commend them to have faith in him once he would appear, as shown
clearly in His saying: "Behold! Allah took the Covenant of the Prophets,
saying: "I give you a Book and Wisdom; then comes to you a
Messenger, confirming what is with you; do you believe him and render
him help." Allah said: "Do ye agree, and take this my Covenant as
binding on you?" They said: "We agree." He said: "Then bear witness,
and I am with you among the witnesses."" (Al Imran 81)
Such postponement of sending the Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" refers to the superiority he has over all
of the people, and indicates how perfect, comprehensive and complete
his Message is, to the extent that it prevails over all the previous ones,
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and how universal his call to Islam is, in comparison with the previous
calls of all the Prophets and Messengers sent before him: "If anyone
desires a religion other than Islam (submission to Allah), never will it be
accepted of him; and in the Hereafter he will be in the ranks of those
who have lost (all spiritual good)." (Al Imran 85)
It is true that each Messenger, including even Muhammad, the seal of
all the Messengers, was sent with the language of his own people, but
there is an essential difference between the Messengers and Prophets
from Noah to Jesus on the one hand, and Muhammad on the other hand:
each one of those Messengers was sent to convey Allah's Message only
to his own people, and Muhammad was sent to convey Allah's Message
to all the inhabitants of the earth, from amongst men and jinns.
It is narrated in both Sahibs on the authority of Jabir that the Prophet
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "I have been given five
things which were not given to any one else before me. Allah made me
victorious by terror (cast in the hearts of my enemies) from a distance
covered in one month. The earth has been made for me (and for my
followers) a place for prayer, in addition to being pure (for anyone
wanting to perform Tayammum for prayer at its due time in case there is
no water). The booty has been made lawful for me, though it was not
lawful for anyone else before me. I have been given the right of
intercession (on the Day of Judgement). Every Prophet used to be sent to
his nation only but I have been sent to all mankind." In confirmation to
that, Allah Almighty says: "Say: "Omen! I am sent unto you all, as the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him", to Whom
belongeth the dominion of the heavens and the earth." (Al-A'raf 158)
The Perfect Wisdom of Allah Almighty necessitates also that He should
defer the Day of Judgement to come just in the time appointed by Him
according to what He has decreed; and that's because it will be the Day, on
which all of mankind, across their different generations and populations,
their earlier and later, their foremost and last, will be gathered altogether, in
order to be paid back the earnings of their deeds in the world: if they are
good, they will receive good, and if they are evil, they will receive evil:
"that is a Day for which mankind will be gathered together: that will be a
Day of Testimony. Nor shall We delay it but for a term appointed. The
day it arrives, no soul shall speak except by His leave: of those
(gathered) some will be wretched and some will be blessed." (Hud
103:105)
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On the other hand, as well as Allah Alone brings forward to His
Presence the faithful believers, and the obedient among the people, He
also draws back the faithless unbelievers and the disobedient among the
people. He further delays the punishment for the wrongdoers and
criminals to a term appointed, and this refers to His Mercy and Kindness:
it is out of His Mercy that He always gives respite to the sinful among
the people perchance they might tum to Him in repentance, and give up
their transgression, but, when it is time to punish them, He seizes them
with a severe punishment from which they could hardly escape.
How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
When one is well-aware of this fact, i.e. that Allah Almighty does
many things before others, and gives many things superiority over
others, he then comes to adjust his conduct so as to arrange his acts and
deeds in the right order that enables him to put forward what is more
important before what is important, and what is greater in significance
before what is lesser in significance ..
The first, and most important of things one should bring to the head
of all that he does is to supply himself from his life with the provision
that will help him in the hereafter; and Allah orders us to do so: "and
whatever good ye do, (be sure) Allah knoweth it. And take a provision
(with you) for the journey, but the best of provisions is right conduct. So
fear Me, 0 ye that are wise!" (Al-Baqarah 197)
It is the habit of the great portion of people that they are involved in
toiling only for the splendour of this present life, which diverts them to
seek the good bliss of the hereafter. In other words, they are occupied by
the adornment of this world from the blessedness of the Garden; and in
this way, they are mainly concerned with what is perishable on the
account of what is enduring. Allah Almighty has told the truth in His
Statement which describes this tendency of mankind so much accurately:
"Nay (behold), ye prefer the life of this world; But the Hereafter is better
and more enduring." (Al-A'la 16:17)
But He Almighty exhorts us, so many times, to bring forward, in our
toiling, the good of the hereafter before the splendour of this present life,
on the basis that the former is far better, and more rewardable: "If any do
wish for the transitory things (of this life), We readily grant them such
things as We will, to such persons as We will: in the end have We
provided Hell for them: they will bum therein, disgraced and rejected.
Those who do wish for the (things of) the Hereafter, and strive therefore
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with all due striving, and have Faith, they are the ones whose striving is
acceptable (to Allah)." (Al-Isra 18: 19)
Ibn Ata was true when he said: ''To strive your utmost in pursuit of
that which is indeed ensured to you, and to neglect that which you are
required to do give a clear proof that your sight has vanished."
This explains the great mistake committed by such as puts forward
that which should be brought backward, and, at the same time, bring
backward that which has more right to be put forward. The great mistake
here seems evident for him who toils eagerly seeking for the things of
this present life, from which he never receives more than what is doomed
to him, i.e. what he receives from it is verily secured for him. But, this
does not stand against the obligation of labour and work in this world:
indeed, the right equation here is not to make your toiling in this world
occupy you from your seeking for the good things of the hereafter.
Based upon the fact that it is Allah Alone Who puts forward and
brings backward such as He pleases, one should hasten to tum to Him in
willful submission, and stick to His Presence, for fear of Him, putting in
mind that it is not the deeds alone which admit one to the Garden, but it
is Allah's Mercy and Bounty, therewith one has first his sins and
mistakes plotted out of his account, and this leads him to be admitted to
the Garden. It is narrated that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing
and peace be upon him" said: "No one of you will be admitted to the
Garden depending only upon his deeds." They asked: "And even you, 0
Messenger of Allah?" he said: "And even I, unless Allah Almighty
embraces me with His Mercy."
But, that is not to encourage people to leave the deeds: on the
contrary, one should strive his utmost to do more deeds, with certainty
that it is only because of his deeds that Allah's Mercy will inevitably
cover up him in the hereafter, as it does in the world, turning to Allah
with invocation to accept his deed. One should then put forward the most
righteous of deeds, for which he receives high appreciation in the Sight
of His Lord, without losing hope for Allah's Forgiveness, for it is only
the unbelievers who despair of Allah's Mercy.
One should not also postpone the work of today to the coming day, for
indeed, who could guarantee that he will keep alive until the coming day?
For this reason, it is out of foolishness and recklessness that one defers the
righteous deeds to the time when he is free. However, this means he gives
preference to whatever worldly business by which he is occupied over that
of the hereafter, in which he is required to be involved.
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, it is said that reciting
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Allah's Name "Al-Muqaddim" (One Who brings forward) in the
battlefield, strengthens the hearts, and helps people emerge victorious
over their enemies, Allah willing.
The following supplication in the shade of that Name is significant:
"O my God! It is You, Who bring forward (to Your Presence) the pure
souls; and it is You Who make superior the Prophets over the whole
creatm:es, Who raise in rank the righteous among people: remove from
the eye of my sight the veils of the vicissitudes, so that the night
becomes in my sight (as shining in light) as the day, and thus I would
give preference to such as You give preference, and sanctify such as You
sanctify; and (0 Allah) make Your Love in my heart prior to anything
else, the appreciation of Your Prophet as the source of honour to me
among the people, the love of Your devotees as the medication (of all
ailments), and the love of the poor and indigent among the people as the
cause of cure (for me): You have power over all things."
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It is narrated on the authority of Ali Ibn Abu Talib that the Messenger
of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" used to supplicate
Allah saying: "O Allah! Forgive for me the earlier and later (sins), what I
committed openly and secretly, and whatever transgression I made, and
what You know better than me. You always forward (to your
obedience)whomever You desire, and send back (from You) whomever
You desire. There is no god but You."
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(THE FIRST, THE LAST}
The First is the One, before Whom there is nothing, and the Last is
He, after Whom there is nothing; and it is not consonant with the
'·
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Majesty of Allah that there should be anything before or after Him.
That's the concept of the Prophetic narration: "Allah Almighty was
Alone and there was nothing with Him." That is to say, He is the One, of
Whom all are in need, even though He is free from need of anyone since
He can do independently without anyone in the world, and all of them
are but dependents upon Him.
Both Names occur only once in the Qur' an, as shown in His saying:
"He is the First and the Last, the Evident and the Hidden: and He has full
knowledge of all things." (Al-Hadid 3)
However, Allah's being the First and the Last, is not restricted to both
time and place: it is above all of that, something beyond reason, which
none could be acquainted with. The statement of the Messenger of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" in this case is the best to
illustrate the concept: it is narrated by Muslim on the authority of Abu
Hurairah that The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" ordered us saying: When any one of you intends to go to
sleep, he should lie on the bed on his right side and then say: "O Allah.
the Lord of the Heavens and the Lord of the Earth and Lord of the
Magnificent Throne, our Lord, and the Lord of everything, the Splitter of
the grain of com and the date stone (or fruit kernel), the Revealer of
Torah and Bible and Criterion (the Holy Qur'an), I seek refuge with You
from the evil of everything You are to seize by the forelock (You have
perfect control over it). 0 Allah, You are the First, there is naught before
You, and You are the Last and there is naught after You, and You are the
Evident and there is nothing above You, and You are the Hidden and
there is nothing beyond You. Remove the burden of debt from us and
relieve us from want."
Some scholars try to express their taste of the sweetness of both
Names, telling that Allah's Being the First refers to His everlasting
Eternity before Whom nothing exists; and His Being the Last refers to
His perpetuity and Endlessness, after Whom nothing exists.
Allah's Primacy then is necessary for the existence of the creation:
had there not been such as is the Causer of existence, there would have
been no existence at all. Every being should have Causer in order to
bring it to existence. This Causer of Existence should be the first and the
earliest of all. But, if one does his best in attempt to perceive the reality
and the nature of this Primacy of Allah, surely, he will be put to
confusion and amazement, for whatever thoughts and ideas that one
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might have of Allah, He Almighty is, to be sure, different from all
expectations. How is it fitting for the created one to perceive the reality
of the Creator? Or, how is it within the power of what is limited to have
acquaintance of what is Limitless, Unbounded, and Infinite?
His being the Last means He is the Only One Who abides forever,
even after the annihilation of all the creatures: "All that is on earth will
perish: But will abide (forever) the Face of thy Lord, Full of Majesty,
Bounty and Honour." (Ar-Rahman 26:27) "Blessed be the name of thy
Lord, Full of Majesty, Bounty and Honour." (78)
At that time, when all the creation will come to an end, and there
abides only the Glory of Allah Almighty, He will ask: "I'm the Only
King: where are the kings of the earth? Whose is the dominion now?" He
Almighty will reply, since there will be none with Him: "It belongs to
Allah, the One and Only, the Irresistible."
Al-Ghazali says in this respect: "The first acquires such a
characteristic when it is added to something, as well as the last acquires
such a characteristic when it is added to something else. Since both are
opposing, it is not fitting for the nature of anything created to combine
both at the same time. (But it is convenient for Allah Almighty Alone to
be the First and the Last at the same time.) if you consider the order of
existence, and have a reflection on the series of all things in being, you
will observe that Allah Almighty is the First of all, for all things in being
depend in their existence upon Him, even though He exists by Nature,
and thus He never depends upon anything in His Existence. Furthermore,
if you consider the order of conduct, and have a glance on the way to
Him, you will know that He is the Last to Whom it is raised in rank and
degree. For instance, any portion of knowledge stems from the
Knowledge of Him, and the Greatest and the highest station one attains
is to have Knowledge of Him Almighty. In this way, He is the Last in
relation to conduct, and the First in relation to the existence: He is the
Originator of creation in the beginning, and to Him the destination will
be in the End."
How does one get the etiquette of both Names?
First of all, the faithful believer should occupy himself by what is
enduring, never-ending, i.e. the good things of the hereafter, from what
is perishable, and should, inevitably, come to an end, i.e. the splendour
of this present life. He should hasten to do an that is good, and refrain
from all that is evil. He should be the first to follow the right way of
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Allah, and the last to deviate from the true path. But being the last here
does not give him the right to disobey at all: it means he should never
hearken to the call of disobedience even though all that surround him
respond to it.
The Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him", and
consequently, all the believers, are ordered to be the first to believe in
Allah, and follow His Way: "Say: "Nay! but I am commanded to be the
first of those who bow to Allah (in Islam), and be not thou of the
company of those who join gods with Allah."" (Al-An'am 14) "Truly,
my prayer and my service of sacrifice, my life and my death, are (all) for
Allah, the Cherisher of the Worlds; No partner hath He: this am I
commanded, and I am the first of those who bow to His Will." (162: 163)
Since the Prophets and the Messengers then were the foremost in
faith among their peoples, it is incumbent upon us to follow their steps,
and stick to their way and method, for it is those whom we have to take
as good patterns to follow: "Ye have indeed in the Messenger of Allah a
beautiful pattern (of conduct) for any one whose hope is in Allah and the
Final Day, and who engages much in the praise of Allah." (Al-Ahzab 21)
However, the companions of the Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" set the best examples in following him:
they used to hasten to do all deeds of good, as much as is within their
capacity; they used to hasten to offer themselves for Jihad, strive with
might and main in the Cause of Allah, in order that the Word of Allah
should become superior and prevail over anything else.
Many were the companions, who did good deeds, in which they were
the first to do: Mus'ab lbn Umair, for example, was the first envoy and
tutor in Islam, and he was the first to establish the Friday prayer in
Medina. It is said that he gathered the Muslims who were about twelve
by that time, and served them with a goat (after the prayer). Abu Bakr
was the first successor of the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him", after his death, and he was the first to believe in
him during his lifetime. Umar lbn Al-Khattab was the first to have the
title "the Commander of the Believers"; and he was the first to put the
Hejri calendar; the first to use "Divans" (similar to the administrations
assigned to serve and manage the various functions of the State), such as
the Divan of the soldiers, the Divan of the obligatory charity, and so on,
in which of each the names of those involved in it were kept on record,
and all of their affairs were registered in order to be dealt with. He
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further was the first to assign for every child a yearly salary as of the
very moment of his birth. He was the first to stipulate a legal punishment
for having alcoholic drinks, which he executed on the nearest of kin to
him, i.e. his son.
Allah Almighty commands us to hasten as in a race to do all good,
and blessed is he, who is the first to do it: "To each is a goal to which
Allah turns him; then strive together (as in a race) towards all that is
good. Wheresoever ye are, Allah will bring you together. For Allah hath
power over all things." (Al-Baqarah 148) He further says: "Be quick in
the race for forgiveness from your Lord, and for a Garden whose width
is that (of the whole) of the heavens and of the earth, prepared for the
righteous." (Al Imran 133) ''The seal thereof will be musk: and for this
let those aspire, who have aspirations." (Al-Mutaffifin 26)
Moreover, He promised such as foremost in faith and good in the
world to be foremost in receiving reward in abundance in the hereafter:
"And those Foremost (in Faith) will be foremost (in the Hereafter).
These will be those Nearest to Allah: In Gardens of Bliss." (Al-Waqi'ah
10:12)
As to Allah's Name "Al-Akhir'' (the Last), it invites us to consider the
fact that Allah Almighty is the Only One Who abides forever after the
destruction of all the worlds with their inhabitants, for it is to Him Alone
that all will be brought back; and this enjoins upon man to ward off evil,
fear Him more, and safeguard himself from His Punishment, since he will
have no refuge to take from Him but to Him Almighty. This means we
should get more ready for that Day, on which all the creatures will be
mustered together on one plain ground, so that the call of the caller would
reach them all, and the sight of the seer would see them clearly.
As to the celebration of Allah by both Names, it is said that if a
traveler recites so often during his journey the Name "Al-Awwal" (the
First), Allah Almighty then joins him with whomever he loves; and if
one recites Allah's Name "Al-Akhir" (the Last), all kinds of impurities
will be removed from his heart, and his soul will be cleared from
anything else other than Allah Almighty.
The following supplication narrated from the Messenger of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" is significant: "O Allah. the
Lord of the Heavens and the Lord of the Earth and Lord of the
Magnificent Throne, our Lord, and the Lord of everything, the Splitter
of the grain of corn and the date stone (or fruit kernel), the Revealer of
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Torah and Bible and Criterion (the Holy Qur'an), I seek refuge with
You from the evil of everything You are to seize by the forelock (You
have perfect control over it). 0 Allah, You are the First, there is naught
before You, and You are the Last and there is naught after You, and
You are the Evident and there is nothing above You, and You are the
Hidden and there is nothing beyond You. Remove the burden of debt
from us and relieve us from want."
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It is further narrated that he used to supplicate Allah saying: "O (the
Only) Being and there was nothing, the (Only) Causer of all things to
come to being, and (the Only) Being (That abides) after there will be
nothing: I ask You (to tum to me in mercy) for (even a single) moment
of those of Yours, (in which You) preserve, forgive, and deliver (such of
Your servants as You please)."
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"Az-Zah ir" (the Evident) is one of Allah's Most Beautiful Names,
which refers to His Being too obvious, too clear, and too manifest to
perceive and know, as it seems from His Clear Signs in all things He has
created on the earth and in the heavens. In this way, His Existence is too
evident to be rejected, for everything He has created necessitates that He
should be Manifest in it.
According to the understanding of some learnt men, He is the Evident
through His Power over all things, and with the help of reasoning and
intellectual conclusion resulting from the deep consideration of all of His
creatures, and the proofs and evidences taken from what is visible to us
of the universe: then, what about the unseen, which is beyond our vision
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and above our perception? No doubt, Allah has created all things, in
order that the effects and signs of His Power would be seen clearly, and
without doubt, in them: "To Allah belong the East and the West:
whithersoever ye turn, there is Allah's countenance. For Allah is AllEmbracing, All-Knowing." (Al-Baqarah 115)
The whole universe with what it contains is no more than an aspect of
Allah's Power and Characteristics; and beyond the phenomena of things,
there are also in things what might be known as the unobservable facts,
with their secrets and mysteries, too hidden and enigmatic to know, too
profound to attain by mind, since they are beyond the human reason.
According to another definition, "Az-Zahi r" (the Evident) is the
One, Whose acts and deeds are so much obvious and clear particular to
such as have deep sights and good understandings. To be sure, there is
no atom in the universe but that it refers to the Existence of Allah, the
One and Only, the Ever-Existent, Who never is hidden from all of His
creatures: He is with you wherever and whenever you are, hearing and
seeing all that you say and do. He is the Evident above all things with
His Power over all things.
This Name occurs only once in the Qur'an; and this is in Allah's
saying: "He is the First and the Last, the Evident and the Hidden: and He
has full knowledge of all things." (Al-Hadid 3)
According to Fakhr Ad-Din Ar-Razi, "Az·Zahi r" (the Evident) is the
One Who has full acquaintance of all of His creatures, Who is too strong
and Mighty to overpower them, all at once if He so likes; and His
Evidence here results from the great deal of proofs and signs which refer
to His Existence.
The statements of lbn Ata are almost spiritual in this respect, as
shown in his saying: "How could it be thought that He is screened by
anything, since it is He Who has brought all things into being? How
could it be thought that He is screened by anything, since He has become
manifest with the help of all things (He has created which refer to His
Existence)? How could it be thought that He is screened by anything,
since He is manifest in all things (of His creation)? How could it be
thought that He is screened by anything, since His Glory has been
manifested to all things? How could it be thought that He is screened by
anything, since He is the Evident before all things come to existence?
How could it be thought that He is screened by anything, since He is the
most Evident, the most Manifest, the Clearest of all things? How could it
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be thought that He is screened by anything, since He is the One and
Only, with Whom there is nothing? How could it be thought that He is
screened by anything, since He is Ever-Near to you than everything else?
How could it be thought that He is screened by anything, and had it been
for Him, the whole existence would have resulted in nothing at all?"
however, those statements illustrate how evident Allah is in the signs and
effects of His Making.
Allah commends us so many times to reflect all things upon which
our eyes could fall, in order to see in them the signs of Allah's Existence
and Power over everything in the worlds: "On the earth are Signs for
those of assured Faith, As also in your own selves: will ye not then see?"
(Adh-Dhariyat 20:21)
He Almighty is the Evident with His various pleas and arguments,
expressive of His Being, His Great Strength, with which He overpowers
all things, and His countless and innumerable gifts and favours, which
He bestows upon His creatures. He is Shining in Glory with the Lights of
His Guidance and Clear Signs, Free with His Names and Characteristics
from any kind of defect or imperfection. Wherever you tum your face,
eastward or westward, southward or northward, you see but Him, EverRound all things.
"Al-Batin" (the Hidden) is the antonym of the Evident: it indicates
the fact that as well as He Almighty knows what is visible, He also
comprehends in knowledge what is concealed and hidden in the depths
of hearts and souls, that which none has power to be acquainted with
barring He "Glory be to Him". It is also said that it refers to the One,
Who is beyond the visions and thoughts of all beings, in such a way that
no eye could be able to see Him, no mind has power to uncover His
Nature.
His being beyond as such results from His Being so much Evident
and Clear that He transcends above the limits of sights and minds to have
a full grasp of Him. It is a well-known fact that if anything transcends
the due limits, say of greatness, hugeness, or even smallness, it thus goes
beyond the bounds of the faculties and senses to have grasp of it. As to
Allah Almighty, there is no limit that could comprehend Him at all, and
thus it is not within the capacity and power of any vision, mind, hearing,
etc to perceive His Nature, that exceeds all bounds which the human
mind has power to recognize.
In this way, it might be said that He Almighty is a Holy, Sacred
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Underlying Force, that is beyond this wonderful universe. He is the
Evident with His Power over all things, the Hidden and Innermost,
Whose Knowledge comprehends the essential realities of all things. He
is the One, Whose Evidence is Clear to all things, with certain proofs,
Who is beyond the limits of all aspects within the field of faculties and
senses: Exalted be He, Who is screened from His creatures with the veil
of His Light, and is hidden from them as being too Evident, too Clear to
go beyond the limits of visions and minds.
According to Ar-Razi, "Al-Batin" (the Hidden) is the One, Whose
Nature and Reality are unknown to any of His creatures, as well as the
One, Whom no vision could ever comprehend. He is the One, Who
knows what is concealed and hidden, in the very depths of hearts and
souls, in the same way as He has full knowledge of what is public and
open. He made it impossible for any of His creatures to see Him in the
world, although the faithful believers will have the honour of seeing Him
in the hereafter.
There are so many narrations, in confirmation of the vision of Allah from
the part of the believers on the Day of Judgement: it is narrated by AlBukhari and others on the authority of Abu Sa' id: During the lifetime of The
Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" some people said: "O
Allah's Apostle! Shall we see our Lord on the Day of Judgement?" The
Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "Yes; do you have
any difficulty in seeing the sun at midday when it is bright and there is no
cloud in the sky?" They replied: "No." He said: "Do you have any difficulty
in seeing the moon at a full moon night when it is bright and there is no
cloud in the sky?" They replied: "No." The Prophet "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" said: "(Then) you will have no difficulty in seeing Allah
on the Day of Judgement as you have no difficulty in seeing either of them."
It is further narrated by Muslim on the authority of Suhaib from The
Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him": "When the people of
Paradise enter into Paradise, Allah would address them saying: "Do you
want me to give you anything more?" they would reply: "Did not you (0
Lord) make our faces bright? Did you not admit us in Paradise and save
us from the (Hell) fire?" then, he (Allah) would lift the veil (of light), and
in this way, they would not be given anything better than their seeing their
Lord "Exalted be He"." Then, he (The Prophet) recited: "To those who do
right is a goodly (reward)- yea, more (than in measure)! Neither darkness
nor shame shall cover their faces! They are Companions of the Garden;
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they will abide therein (for aye)!" (Yunus 26)
When the Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" was
asked about the interpretation of this statement, he said: "As to such as
do good in the world, their goodly reward will be the Garden; and what
is more than measure will be (the honour of) seeing the Countenance of
Allah, Most Generous."
On the other hand, most scholars talk about both Names in
association, for they, as Al-Ghazali puts it, belong to the names whose
significance depends upon their being attributed to something: the
Evident, for example, is so in relation to something, and the Hidden is so
in relation to another thing, and it is not fitting for such as to be both
Evident and Hidden in relation to the same thing. To be sure, both
Evidence and disappearance acquire their real significance in relation to
the types of perception: Allah Almighty is the Hidden, if the knowledge
of His Reality is sought only through senses and storage of imagination;
and He is the Evident if He is sought through the storage of mind by way
of deduction and conclusion. He "Exalted be He" is the Evident with His
Favours, and the Hidden with His Mercy; the Evident with His Power
over all things, and the Hidden with His Full Knowledge of the realities
of all things. He Almighty has bestowed upon us His countless Favours,
what is evident and what is hidden; and ordered us to leave all kinds of
sins, what is public and what is hidden. The evident side of the favour is
that to which we make sense; and the hidden side of it is that which we
could not observe; and what is evident of sins is that committed by
organs and parts of the body, and what is hidden of sins is that concealed
in the breasts.
How does man acquire the good manners related to both Names?
Allah's Name "Az-Zahir" (the Evident) always prompts us to
declare His Praises and Glory, in acknowledgement of His Evident
Power and Perfect Might, and also to see how He Almighty is Manifest
in all of His creation, which we are required to consider with scrutiny, in
response to His saying: "Behold! in the creation of the heavens and the
earth, and the alternation of Night and Day, there are indeed Signs for
men of understanding. Men who celebrate the praises of Allah, standing,
sitting, and lying down on their sides, and contemplate the (wonders of)
creation in the heavens and the earth, (with the thought): "Our Lord! not
for naught hast thou created (all) this! Glory to Thee! Give us salvation
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from the Penalty of the Fire." (Al Imran 190: 191)
The reflection of Allah's creation leads, to be sure, to the knowledge
of Allah Almighty, and drives man to stand on the way to Him, with the
result that he comes to believe in Him Alone, tum to Him Alone, take
refuge to Him Alone, serve Him Alone, and take no god other than Him
Alone, since there is no but He, the Only Creator, the One Allah: "Seest
thou not that Allah doth know (all) that is in the heavens and on earth?
There is not a secret consultation between three, but He makes the fourth
among them, nor between five but He makes the sixth, nor between
fewer nor more, but He is with them, wheresoever they be: in the end
will He tell them the truth of their conduct, on the Day of Judgment. For
Allah has full knowledge of all things." (Al-Mujadilah 7)
Furthermore, one should adorn his inside with righteousness, piety
and sincerity, as well as he does to his outside with good manners and
behaviours. The true faithful believer is him, who always observes his
inside, purifies his heart and soul, and sets his own self free from all
things, in such a way that he comes to tum to none barring Allah
Almighty.
He also has to witness the Existence of Allah ever-round him all the
time, during day and night, and in whichever state he is; and if he
succeeds to do so, he will rise up to the station of faithfulness, in which
one worships Allah Almighty as if he sees Him, and if he really fails to
see Him with his eyes, then, he should put in mind that Allah Almighty
really sees him.
As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah in the shade of Allah's
Name "Az-Zahir" (the Evident), it is said that whoever recites it
regularly, Allah Almighty manifests the Light of His Glory to him,
guides him to the clear way of the truth, and provides him with spiritual
inspirations.
The following supplication is significant: "O my God! You are the
Evident to the eyes of spirits with Your Light (of Your Glory) and
Characteristics, Who manifest Your Majesty to the minds with the Lights
of Your Favours and Clear Signs: save us from the veil of heedlessness,
and show us the lights of guidance: You have power over all things."
:.!1;\JJ

.!ll'ff )_,.i~ J_,.wl ~I ,.!,1;1.A..,.,J !I;~ C.IJ;~I iJ_r.J .J"'U;JI i.:..;t JiPl
.«..nJ.i tif' JS' i}s- ..!.Lil ~IJ..41 ;l_,.;t l.:.J ....4.!SIJ ,UA;JI "':""'~ ;.r l:.lab-1

The following private speech narrated from one of the righteous men
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is also important here: "O my God! How near You are to me, and how
far I'm from You! 0 (Allah) Ever-Near (to Your servants): You are the
Nearest (to me) even though I'm the furthest (from You). Your nearness
to me deprives me of hope in anyone else other than You; and my being
far from You restores me to ask others! So, be with me, and bring me
much closer to Your Presence, in order that I would be independent with
asking You from asking others! 0 my God! How can one dare to seek
the proofs for Your Existence, through things that are, in themselves,
dependent upon You in their being? And how can anything else be more
evident than You, so as to manifest You? When have You become
absent so as to be in need of an evidence that signifies Your Existence?
When have You become far so that the signs would act as means of
conveyance to You? 0 my God! Let blindness be the lot of the eye
which does not see You as Watcher over it; and let loss be the lot of the
deal of a servant, who does not assign to You (the greatest) portion of his
love!"
However, it is desirable to invoke Allah with both Names, the Evident
and the Hidden, with whole devotion of both soul and heart, and great
longing for Allah's response, of which one should be certainly sure, putting
in mind Allah's saying: "For me, I have set my face, firmly and truly,
towards Him Who created the heavens and the earth, and never shall I give
partners to Allah." (Al-An'am 79) However, it is more fitting to recite after
a two-rak'ah prayer Allah's saying: "He is the First and the Last, the Evident
and the Hidden: and He has full knowledge of all things." Perchance, one
will have his need and quest fulfilled, Allah Willing.
The following supplication is transmitted from the Messenger of
Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him", who used to recite it
regularly: "There is no god (to be worshipped) but Allah (with Whom
there is no partner); Allah is Greater; Glory be to Allah, with Whose
Praises (I Exalt Him); I ask for Allah's Forgiveness; there is no Might
nor Power except with Allah Almighty; He is the First and the Last, the
Evident and the Hidden (and He has full knowledge of all things); in His
hand is (the whole) goodness; it is He Who gives life; and it is He Who
brings death (upon such as He pleases); and He has power over all
things."
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AL-WALi
(THE GOVERNORAND PROTECTOR)
We discussed earlier Allah's Name "Al-Waliyy" (the Friend and
Protector), which is an exaggeration form, while "Al-Wali" is a subject
name. In this way, both have the same meaning, but the former is much
stronger in significance.
On the other hand, the Name "Al-Wali" (the Governor and Protector)
occurs only once in the Qur'an, as shown in Allah's saying: "Verily
never will Allah change the condition of a people until they change it
themselves (with their own souls). But when (once) Allah willeth a
people's punishment, there can be no turning it back, nor will they find,
besides Him, any to protect." (Ar-Ra' d 11)
This context rejects that there might be guardianship or protection
with anyone else other than Allah Almighty, to whom one takes refuge
from His Punishment, since He is the Only Protector, the Only Guardian
of all of His servants: for this reason, it is not fitting for man to seek
protection of anyone else from His Punishment, for it is He Who protects
from others, even though none has the power to protect anyone from
Him Almighty. Thus, none has the power to avert His Torment from
anyone if it is His Plan to seize with His Punishment such of His
servants as He pleases.
Based upon that, since there is no protection to be sought with anyone
of the creatures, in view of their failure to do it against Allah Almighty,
this leads to one conclusion, and no more: the whole protection and
guardianship belong to Allah Almighty, with no partner to share Him in
this issue.
According to some learnt men, "Al-Wali" (the Governor and
Protector) is He, Who manages the matters of His creatures,
administrates them all in the very way and manner He likes, and enforces
His Commandments and Judgements in them with His Power and Might.
In other words, He is the One, Who looks after His creatures first with
planning and arranging all of their affairs, and then the Power to carry
out His Plans and Wills, through His Deeds and Acts, Commandments
and Judgements: "For my Protector is Allah, Who revealed the Book
(from time to time), and He will choose and befriend the righteous." (AlA'raf 196) It is out of His Protection that He saves His servants from
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evil, and preserves them from all of what is harmful.
Al-Ghazali makes an attempt to put a difference between "Al-Wali"
and "Al-Waliyy": the former is particular to the disposal and
administration of the affairs and matters, and the latter gives the meaning
of the Love, the Protection and the Help which He grants to such as
believe in Him, and take Him as their Friend and Supporter, as being His
devotees; and His Care for them is shown in the guidance He bestows
upon them to the right path.
It is a part of His help to them that He always overpowers the
enemies of the religion, and, at the same time, grants them power to
emerge victorious: "Allah is the protector of those who have faith: from
the depths of darkness He will lead them forth into light. Of those who
reject faith the patrons are the Evil Ones: from light they will lead them
forth into the depths of darkness. They will be Companions of the Fire,
to dwell therein (forever)." (Al-Baqarah 257)
To be sure, "Al-Wali", i.e. the Greatest Governor and Protector is
Allah Almighty, for it is He Alone Who administrates the affairs of His
creatures, according to His Perfect Wisdom, Justice, and Fairness, in the
very way that is most convenient for each of them; and this is why there
is none to abrogate or even dare to review His Commandments and
Judgements upon them.
Nothing in the universe could keep standing without His Leave; and
there is nothing within His Dominion to happen in the absence of His
Power of Authority: with the help of His Mercy, He hearkens to the
people's invocations; and with the help of His Kindness, He averts harm
and distress from them; and with the help of His Wisdom, He enlarges
sustenance or restricts it for such of His servants as He wills.
How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
Once a servant is sure of the fact that Allah Almighty is the
Absolute Ruler, Who judges as He pleases, with none to review His
Judgements, verily, he takes him for a Protector and Guardian, and
throws away anyone else as protector. It is one of the rights that such
as takes Allah for Protector and Guardian has upon Allah that He
Almighty ensures to bring him out of the depths of darkness of
ignorance and error to the light of faith and certainty, just as Satan
secures to bring such as takes him for protector into the depths of
darkness of ignorance and error.
The one who lives in the shade of this Name never takes from
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amongst the people for friend but him, who has his heart pure, soul
clean, and intention true, and belongs to such as Allah Almighty pledges
to protect. Recite, if you so like, Allah's saying: ''Those who believed,
and adopted exile, and fought for the Faith, with their property and their
persons, in the cause of Allah, as well as those who gave (them) asylum
and aid, these are (all) friends and protectors, one of another." (Al-Anfal
72)

He further says in confirmation to that: "O ye who believe! Take not
My enemies and yours as friends (or protectors), offering them (your)
love, even though they have rejected the Truth that has come to you, and
have (on the contrary) driven out the Messenger and yourselves (from
your homes), (simply) because ye believe in Allah your Lord! If ye have
come out to strive in My Way and to Seek My Good Pleasure, (take
them not as friends), holding secret converse of love (and friendship)
with them: for I know full well all that ye conceal and all that ye reveal.
And any of you that does this has strayed from the Straight Path." (AlMumtahanah 1)
The occasion on which this Holy Statement was revealed was that
Hatib lbn Abu Balta'ah, one of the companions of the Prophet, who
attended the holy battle of Badr, sought the friendship and protection of
the infidels of Quraish, although he did not renegade from his faith to
polytheism and infidelity, nor did he become apostate: but just he
intended to do a favour for them, with which he might guarantee their
protection of his family and property he left in Mecca when he migrated
to Medina.
He sent them a letter, to inform them of some news pertaining to the
intention and activities of the Messenger of Allah and the Muslim army
towards them. But, since he did not intend, by doing so, to deviate from
the religion, the Messenger of Allah did not punish him.
Therefore, if one is put to trial, by being in charge of government and
ruling over a people, he should, first of all, stick to justice in all of his
deeds and judgements towards his subjects, to strive his utmost to
observe the rights of the people under his guardianship, to be careful of
choosing his retinue, from amongst those who, as he expects them to do,
would drive him to adhere to justice, and refrain from oppression, in
response to Allah's Command to David:
"O David! We did indeed make thee a vicegerent on earth: so judge
thou between men in Truth (and justice): nor follow thou the lusts (of thy
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heart), for they will mislead thee from the Path of Allah: for those who
wander astray from the Path of Allah, is a Penalty Grievous, for that they
forget the Day of Account." (Sad 26)
It is incumbent upon the believer to act as ruler over himself: to
govern it with wisdom and do his best to subdue and refine it until he is
able to let it pass through the different levels of conduct; and if one
succeeds to have full control over himself, he will rather be able to
govern such as are under his guardianship.
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, it is told that it is
fitting for such as being given the matter of ruling over others: if he
recites it regularly, he will be helped by Allah do justice towards his
wards, treat with fairness the wronged ones among his people, until they
bring back their rights from their oppressors. Whoever recites it while
being in a state of ablution and purity, he then becomes much dearer in
the Sight of Allah, more respected and honoured in the sight of the
people. It is also said that reciting it so often withholds distresses and
catastrophes, by Allah's Permission and Leave.
The following supplication is relevant: "O my God! You are the
Governor and Protector, Who has power to manage (all the affairs), and
carry out Your Judgements; and You are the (.\bsolute) Master and
King, Who ever control the forelocks, hearts and souls of Your servants,
Full of Glory and Honour: let Your Glory rise upon my spirit with the
Light of Your Name "Al-Wali" (the Governor and Protector), so that I
would be an aspect of the secret of (Your Name) the Supreme (In
Honour), witness Your Power in Your creation, and get Your Good
Pleasure: You have power over all things."
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"O Allah! Verily, my good deeds are out of Your Gifts, and my evil
deeds are doomed to be by Your Decision: so, 0 Allah, bestow upon me,
out of Your Generosity, what You give as gift, in exchange for those that
You have decreed, until You remove those (evil deeds) with these (good
deeds). 0 Allah! Make us in the company of such as obey You, and not
in the company of such as disobey You, and endow us with Your Gifts,
for You say, and Your statement is the truth: "He cannot be questioned
for His acts, but they will be questioned (for theirs)." 0 Allah! Had it
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been for Your Gifts, surely, I would have been among these given to
destruction; and had it not been for Your Mercy, certainly, I would have
been among the losers. No doubt, You are too Glorious, too Generous,
too Honoured, and too Powerful to be obeyed but by Your Leave and
Good Pleasure, or to be disobeyed but by Your Decree and Decision."
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AL-MUTA'ALI

f~

(THE EXALTED IN HONOUR)
Allah Almighty is beyond any praise, above all thanks the whole of
His creatures might give to Hirn. For this reason, it is narrated on the
authority of A'ishah that the Messenger of Allah" Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" used to say while being in the posture of prostration:
"O Allah! I seek refuge with Your pleasure from Your anger, with Your
forgiveness from Your punishment, and with (the mercy of) You from
(the anger of) You. I cannot reckon Your praise, for You are as You
have applauded Yourself."
This Supremacy in Honour is characteristic of Allah Almighty; and it
is not fitting for any of His servants to claim it for himself, otherwise, he
becomes of those arrogant and haughty, who intend to do mischief in the
land, and whom Allah Almighty rejects and threatens to forbid the
eternal abode of the hereafter to them, for indeed, "That House of the
Hereafter We shall give to those who intend not high-handedness or
mischief on earth: and the End is (best) for the righteous." (Al-Qasas 83)
If the high-handedness from the part of mankind leads to arrogance
and haughtiness, when it is attributed to Allah Almighty, it refers to His
Magnificence, Loftiness, Majesty, Glory, and Power over all things:
Exalted and Glorified be He from what is falsely attributed to Him by
such as disbelieve in Him, invent forgeries against Him, and tell lies
about Hirn.
According to some men endued with knowledge, "Al-Muta'ali" (the
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Exalted in Honour) is the One, Who is too High, Supreme and Lofty for
the visions to grasp Him: He is over the Throne of Authority, in the
seventh heaven, above all the creatures, since the Throne here acts as the
ceiling and the top of all things created by Allah; and this is how it
extends over both the heavens and the earth: nowhere man is but that the
Throne of Allah is over him.
He is the One, High in characteristics, deemed far above anything that
might happen to the creatures. He Almighty says about Himself: "He
knoweth the Unseen and that which is open: He is the Great, Exalted in
Honour." (Ar-Ra'd 9) this is the only location in which this Name occurs
in the same form. But there are so many Holy Verses, which contain
different derivatives referring to the fundamental concept of Highness,
Supremacy, and Loftiness.
All the characteristics of Allah Almighty necessitate that He should
be the Most High, Exalted in Honour, Supreme in Glory: the Only
Creator of all beings, their Sustainer, Disposer of affairs, Whose
Knowledge comprehends them all, Whose Mercy extends over them all,
Who always hearkens to the supplication of him who is in need among
them, should be the Most High, Supreme in Glory and Exalted in
Honour.
He is Exalted and Hallowed by His Power, Acts and Deeds from
having a partner to share Him. He is Glorified by His Perfection and
Completeness above any defect or imperfection. He is worthy of all
praises of Glory and Majesty. He is too High to have a rival, a match, or
a like unto Him.
Allah Almighty is Exalted from having a son, and it is not
consonant with His Majesty to have a consort, or anyone as partner at
all: Allah was, and there was nothing with Him, and He is and there is
nothing with Him, and He will be forever, and there will never be
anything with Him: ..To Him is due the primal origin of the heavens
and the earth: how can He have a son when He hath no consort? He
created all things, and He hath full knowledge of all things." (AlAn'am 101)
How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
Once man is well-aware of how Supreme, High and Exalted Allah is
in His Dominion, he soon becomes more determined on toiling as much
as is within his capacity to come closer to His Presence, following the
best and the most straight ways to Him, in order to recognize Him, the
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Master of the Whole Dominion of both the heavens and the earth, and
what they contain. But, one could hardly have access to the Presence of
kings unless he gets all the morality and etiquette fitting for them, and
rises with his power and activity of labour up to their presence; and this
will not be attained unless one has the power and wisdom to drive
himself well, and habituate it to stick to goodness and righteousness, and
refrain from evil and wickedness.
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, it is said that if one
intends to enter into the presence of a ruler, he should stick to calling
to remembrance that Name, with the result that Allah Almighty will
make him subject to what he wills. Reciting it also is fitting for such
as intends to overpower his enemies and foes.
This short supplication is famous: "O (Allah), Ever-Near (to Your
Servants)! You always hearken (to the invocation of such as invoke
You), Exalted in Honour above all things."

AL-BARR
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(THE MOST KIND, BENEFICE NT)
This Name occurs only once in the Qur'an; and this is in Allah's
saying: "Truly, we did call unto Him from of old: Truly it is He, the most
Kind, Beneficent, the Merciful!" (At-Tur 28)
"Al·Barr" then is the One, Who is the Most Courteous, Most Kind,
Most Generous, the Most Compassionate. According to Ibn Al-Athir, He
is the Most Kind towards His servants with His Generosity and
Courtesy. He is the One, Who is True to His Promise, for it is not
befitting for the Lord, Sustainer and Cherisher to break His Promise.
It is out of Allah's Bounty that if the offspring of a believer follow
him in faith, they will be joined to him in position in the Garden, even
though their deeds are not sufficient to make them attain the same degree
of him: in this case, they will be upgraded in degree until they attain the
same position as he has attained, without even reducing his own deeds in
the least; and this is to please them all, and cool their eyes and hearts.
In this connection, it is narrated by Ahmad on the authority of Ali lbn
Abu Talib that once, Khadijah asked the Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" about (the destiny of) two sons of her
who died during the pre-Islamic period of ignorance, thereupon the
Messenger told her: "They are in the fire of Hell. When he noticed the
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(signs of) disgust on her face, he said to her: "If you see their place
(now), you will then dislike them." She said: "O Messenger of Allah!
What about my son (whom I gave birth) from you?" he said: "He is in
the Garden." Then, the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace
be upon him" commented: "Verily, the believers and their offspring are
in the Garden, and the pagans and their offspring are in the fire (of
Hell)." Then, the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" recited: "And those who believe and whose families follow
them in Faith, to them shall We join their families: and never shall We
deprive them (of the fruit) of aught of their works: (Yet) is each
individual in pledge for his deeds."
This is Allah's Bounty upon the offspring by virtue of the blessing of
the deeds of their parents. Pertaining to Allah's Bounty upon parents by
virtue of the good supplications of their offspring, it is narrated by
Ahmad on the authority of Abu Hurairah that the Messenger of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "Allah will upgrade the
righteous in degree, thereupon he will say: "O Lord! How have I got this
(higher degree)?" it will be said: "It is by virtue of your son's asking
forgiveness for you."
It is further narrated by Muslim on the authority of Abu Hurairah:
The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said:
"If the son of Adam (i.e. mankind) died, his deeds would cease except
for three: A recurring charity, an advantageous knowledge by which
(people would) benefit, or a good child who might invoke (Allah) for
him."
In this Way, He is the Most Charitable, Whose Benevolence is allembracing: He not only fulfills for His devotees what He promises them,
but also He gives them more and more, out of His Generosity and
Kindness towards them as we saw earlier. He bestows His favours upon
His servants in the world and the hereafter: as to the world, He gives not
only the obedient and believers, but also he does not desist from giving
the unbelievers because of their disobedience.
If Allah's Kindness and Benevolence are to extend over all of His
servants in general, the faithful believers, and His devotees among them
in particular get a great portion of that: as to His devotees, His Kindness
towards them appears clearly in making them taste the sweetness of their
private speech with Him; as to such as are kind towards the people, He
multiplies the reward for them: He gives them for every single good
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deed from ten to seven to much more times; and pertaining even such as
does evil among His servants, He does not forget him: on the contrary,
He overlooks his mistakes, plots out of his sins, and grants him
forgiveness, particularly in case he turns to Him in repentance sincerely.
It is remarkable that this Name occurs in the Qur'an in association
with Allah's Name "Ar-Raheem" (Most Merciful; and it is wellknown that Allah's Mercy is all-embracing to the extent that both the
obedient and the disobedient covet it.
According to Az-Zubaidi, the composer of Taj Al-Arus, Allah's
Kindness and Benevolence refer to the good things in both the world and
the hereafter: the good things in the world refer to the right guidance to
which Allah leads man, in addition to what He makes available to him,
of the splendour of this life; and the good things of the hereafter refer to
the enduring bliss of the Garden which one receives as a result of his
good work in the world.
According to Al-Ghazali, Allah is the Absolute Charitable, the Most
bountiful, to Whom belong all aspects of generosity, graciousness and
compassion; and the servant becomes kind and benevolent as much as is
within the limits of the portion of kindness and benevolence he is
doomed to receive, particularly to his parents and tutors.
It is narrated that when Moses Ibn Imran spoke direct to his Lord, he
saw a man standing near the shin of the Throne (of Authority), thereupon
he asked surprisingly: "O Lord! How has this man attained this high
position?" on that Allah said: "He has never envied anyone of My
servants of whatever (favours) I've bestowed upon him; and he used to
be kind and dutiful to his parents."
Ar-Razi gives that Name the concept of doing charity and showing
kindness towards Allah's servants in great abundance. It includes both
life and religion: in the world, He has granted them health and power,
guaranteed sustenance and provisions for them, given them so much
property, offspring and authority, and made subject to their service what
is in the heavens and the earth, as He confirms saying: "Do ye not see
that Allah has subjected to your (use) all things in the heavens and on
earth, and has made His bounties flow to you in exceeding measure,
(both) seen and unseen?" (Luqman 20) "And He giveth you of all that ye
ask for. But if ye count the favours of Allah, never will ye be able to
number them. Verily, man is given up to injustice and ingratitude."
(Abraham 34)
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In relation to the religion, He has bestowed upon them the right
guidance and faith, and showed them the way to Him, through sending
His Messengers and Prophets in succession across different generations
and populations; and in the hereafter, those of them who found their path
to Allah in the world shall say: "Praise be to Allah, Who hath guided us
to this (felicity): never could we have found guidance, had it not been for
the guidance of Allah: indeed it was the truth that the Messengers of our
Lord brought unto us." And they shall hear the cry: "Behold! the Garden
before you! ye have been made its inheritors, for your deeds (of
righteousness)." (Al-A'raf 43)
How does man get the etiquette of that Name?
If one succeeds to perceive the very concept of that Name, he will
live in its shade, well-pleased with whatever favours and graces are
granted to him by Allah Almighty, to Whom he has to give thanks and
show gratitude for all of His Gifts He bestows out of His Bounty.
To be sure, Allah Almighty gives His Gifts to His servants, without
reminder of generosity, a conduct that one should strive his utmost to do
when he gives others, trying, as much as is within his capacity, to be
included in those, of whom Allah Almighty tells: "And they feed, for the
love of Allah, the indigent, the orphan, and the captive, (Saying), We
feed you for the sake of Allah alone: no reward do we desire from you,
nor thanks." (Al-Insan 8:9)
It is narrated that once, a man visited the Prophet Abraham, and he
used to deal his guests very generously. But when he knew that this man
had no faith in Allah, he rejected to entertain him. So, the man went
away in a state of grief. Allah then inspired to Abraham: "I've kept
providing this man with sustenance for seventy years, and he has no faith
in Me: do you feel disturbed by him only for an hour of a day?" then,
Abraham ran behind the man and apologized to him saying: "No doubt,
my Lord has blamed me because of you." This was the reason for which
this man turned to the religion of Abraham, and was guided aright to the
faith in Allah Almighty.
From amongst the good manners to which Allah Almighty invites us,
it is that we should not face evil with evil: on the contrary, it is
incumbent upon us to avert evil with good, in response to Allah's saying:
"Nor can Goodness and Evil be equal. Repel (Evil) with what is better:
then will he between whom and thee was hatred become as it were thy
friend and intimate! And no one will be granted such goodness except
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those who exercise patience and self-restraint, none but persons of the
greatest good fortune." (Fussilat 34:35)
The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
invites us also to do more good, and, at the same time, overlook the evil
of others towards us, so that we would be given much more from the
Bounty of Allah Almighty. In this connection, it is narrated by Ahmad
and Muslim on the authority of Abu Dharr: The Messenger of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said that Allah "Exalted and
Glorified be He" said: "He who comes with goodness, there are in store
for him ten like those and even more than those: And he who comes with
vice, it is only for that that he is called to account. I even forgive him (as
I like) and he who draws close to Me by the span of a palm I draw close
to him by a cubit, and he who draws close to Me by a cubit I draw close
to him by a space (covered) by two outstretched arms, and he who walks
towards Me I rush towards him, and he who meets Me in the state that
his sins fill the earth, but not associating anything with Me, I would meet
Him with the same (vastness) of pardon (on My behalf)."
However, the best item of kindness is one's dutifulness to his parents,
in implementation of Allah's Command: "Thy Lord hath decreed that ye
worship none but Him, and that ye be kind to parents. Whether one or
both of them attain old age in thy life, say not to them a word of
contempt, nor repel them, but address them in terms of honour. And, out
of kindness, lower to them the wing of humility, and say: "My Lord!
bestow on them thy Mercy even as they cherished me in childhood.'"'
(Al-Isra 23:24)
It is noticeable that the Command of dutifulness to parents comes in
association with His Command that we should worship Him Alone, with
no partner to be joined to Him in service; and this signifies how
important and valuable the kindness to one's parents is in the Sight of
Allah.
It is the best of deeds one could ever do after the faith in Allah
Almighty, as shown in the correct narration of Muslim on the authority
of Abdullah Ibn Mas'ud: I asked The Prophet "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him": "Which deed is the best?" he said: "To offer the
prayer in its prescribed fixed time". I asked once again: ''Then, what is
next?" he said: ''To be dutiful to the parents". I asked: ''Then, what is
next?" he said: "To practice Jihad in the cause of Allah". However, I did
not leave asking him for more but in order not to trouble him.
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Similarly, disobedience to parents is one of the greatest of the major
sins to come after ascribing others to Allah in worship: it is narrated on
the authority of Abel Ar-Rahman lbn Abu Bakrah from his father that
The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said:
"Would I not tell you of the greatest of the major sins? (They are three):
to associate others with Allah (in worship), to be undutiful to one's
parents (i.e. to disobey them, and severe the relation with them), and to
bear false witness (or tell a false speech)."
Dutifulness to parents then raises up one to the highest level of
righteousness and piety; and because of which one's distresses might be
removed from him. In this case, the story of the three men who were
detained in the cave by the heavy rock is typical:
It is narrated by Al-Bukhari on the authority of lbn Umar: The
Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "While three
persons were walking, rain began to fall and they had to enter a cave in a
mountain. A big rock rolled over and blocked the mouth of the cave.
They said to each other: "Invoke Allah with the best deed you have done
(so Allah might release you)." One of them said: "O Allah! My parents
were old and I used to go out for grazing (my animals). On my return I
would milk (the animals) and take the milk in a vessel to my parents to
drink. After they had drunk from it, I would give it to my children,
family and wife. One day I was delayed and on my return I found my
parents sleeping, and I disliked to wake them up. The children were
crying at my feet (because of hunger). That state of affairs continued till
it was dawn. 0 Allah! If You consider that I did it for Your sake, then
please remove this rock so that we might see the sky." Then, the rock
was moved a little."
From amongst the Prophets, the kindness of both Jesus and Yahya
was so much evident that the Holy Qur' an bears testimony to it in
particular. Allah says about Yahya: "And pity (for all creatures) as from
Us, and purity: he was devout, And kind to his parents, and he was not
overbearing or rebellious." (Maryam 13:14) He says in the same Surah
about Jesus: "(He) hath made me kind to my mother, and not
overbearing or miserable." (32)
The righteous from amongst the believers is the one, who hastens to
do good, that leads him to obedience to Allah, and refrain from evil, that
draws him far away from Allah, and places him among the disobedient.
He does so while supplicating Allah: "Our Lord! we have heard the call
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of one calling (us) to Faith: "Believe ye in the Lord", and we have
believed. Our Lord! forgive us our sins, blot out from us our iniquities,
and take to Thyself our souls in the company of the righteous." (Al
Imran 193)
Of a surety, in no way are kindness and dutifulness perishable (for
their reward is kept with Allah Almighty); nor is the sin forgotten; nor
does the creditor sleep (and leave his debt); and as well as you are
creditor (in the world), you will fall in debt (of good deeds in the
hereafter).
On the other hand, the faithful believer has to be dutiful to himself,
i.e. to make it clear from impurities, change the bad characteristics it
might have into good ones, with which he should be adorned. Indeed, if
one does not do so, he will have wronged himself; and of a surety, the
most wrongful is the one, who is unjust to himself.
As to the celebratio n of Allah in the shade of that Name, it is said
that if it is recited in front of a child, he will be made good by Allah
Almighty, in such way as to grow righteous and pious. One of the
characteristics related to the recital of that Name is that Allah endows its
reciter with honour and respect in the sight of people. It is also fitting for
such as receives the enmity of others, from which he has no refuge to
take.

AT-TAWWAB
(THE OFT-RETURNING)
This Name occurs eleven times in the Qur'an, one of which in
association with Al-'Hakee m (the One Full of Wisdom), and one solely,
and the remaining nine in the company of Ar-Raheem (Most Merciful).
Concerning its coming in the company of Al-'Hakee m, it is in Allah's
saying: "If it were not for Allah's grace and mercy on you, and that Allah
is Oft-Returning, Full of Wisdom, (ye would be ruined indeed)." (AnNur 11) it also comes solely in Allah's saying: "Celebrate the Praises of
thy Lord, and pray for His Forgiveness: for He is Oft-Returning (in
Grace and Mercy)." (An-Nasr 3)
From amongst the locations in which it comes in association with ArRaheem (Most Merciful), a mention might be made of the following:
"Then learnt Adam from his Lord words of inspiration, and his Lord
turned towards him; for He is Oft-Returning, Most Merciful." (Al-
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Baqarah 37) "Except those who repent and make amends and openly
declare (the Truth): to them I turn; for I am Oft-Returning, Most
Merciful." (160) "We sent not a Messenger, but to be obeyed, in
accordance with the Will of Allah. If they had only, when they were
unjust to themselves, come unto thee and asked Allah's forgiveness, and
the Messenger had asked forgiveness for them, they would have found
Allah indeed Oft-Returning, Most Merciful." (An-Nisa 64)
It seems clear almost from the contexts in which this Name occurs
how Allah Almighty loves such as turn to Him in repentance, so that He
would tum to him in mercy and kindness. lt is He Who always invites us
to repent to Him from our sins; and it is He Who always leaves the gate
of repentance open to such as intends to show repentance sincerely with
whole devotion, and firm decision not to come back to evil once again.
Allah then loves the repentants, who get themselves purified and clear
of sins and mistakes. He revealed a Surah, whose name "At-Tawbah"
(the Repentance) is derived from His Name "At-Tawwab" (OftReturning in Repentance), which He begins with His disavowal of the
pagans and infidels, and concluding with turning in repentance to the
faithful believers.
The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" is
the greatest manifestation of Allah's Extensive Mercy. It was he who led
the faithful believers to the gate of repentance, and urged them to hasten
to it so as to receive forgiveness from Allah Almighty. In this
connection, it is narrated by Al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu
Hurairah: I heard Allah's Apostle "Allah's blessing and peace be upon
him" saying: "By Allah! I ask for forgiveness from Allah and turn to
Him in repentance more than seventy times a day."
When the repentance is attributed to man, it means he so often turns
to Allah seeking His Forgiveness and pardon; and Allah loves such as
turns to Him in repentance as shown in His saying: "For Allah loves
those who turn to Him constantly and He loves those who keep
themselves pure and clean." (Al-Baqarah 222)
But, when it is attributed to Allah Almighty, it is that He always turns
to His servant in Mercy and Kindness, in order to accept his repentance,
and plot out of his sins and remove evil from him, provided that he is
sincere and true to his repentance; and this is why it comes in the Qur' an,
in most cases in which it occurs, in association with mercy. That's
because Allah's Mercy always overpowers His Anger.
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Furthermore, Allah, the Oft-Returning, is He, Who always makes easy
for His servants the ways of repentance: He always warns them of
disobedience, through His Messengers and Messages, and gives them
respite again and again, in order that they would have more time to turn to
Him in repentance, and give up their sins and mistakes. He also behaves so
much generously towards them, after they lose all hope for mercy and
kindness: "He is the One that accepts repentance from His Servants and
forgives sins: and He knows all that ye do." (Ash-Shura 25)
On the other hand, Allah always rewards His servants, not according
to the amount and quantity of their deeds, but in accordance with the best
of their actions, no matter little and insignificant they might be; and this
concept is shown clearly in Allah's saying: "Whoever works
righteousness, man or woman, and has Faith, verily, to him will We give
a new Life, a life that is good and pure, and We will bestow on such their
reward according to the best of their actions." (An-Nahl 97) according to
a correct narration in both Sahihs, the Prophet "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" said to Sa' d: "Allah will reward you for whatever
you spend with the intention of getting Allah's Pleasure even if it were a
mouthful of food you put into your wives mouth."
This leads to another kind of generosity: He Almighty does not only
give reward according to the best of deeds, whatsoever little, but He also
plots out the worst of sins, no matter grievous and serious they might be.
This is a promise from Allah for him who works righteousness, a man or
a woman, which joins both sincerity and accordance with the principles
of Allah's Book and the tradition of His Messenger: this promise is that
Allah will cause him to lead a good life in the world, and in the hereafter,
he will be rewarded according to the best of his actions: "Those who
believe and work righteous deeds, from them shall We blot out all their
evil sins, and We shall reward them according to the best of their deeds."
(Al-Ankabut 7)
It is out of His Bounty and Mercy that, in spite of His Being not in
need of all of their work, He always gives the faithful believers among
His servants the best rewards: He removes from them the worst of their
deeds, and rewards them according to the best of their deeds: He might
accept a few good deeds, and give for each as much as ten to seven
hundred times, and He never gives for the evil deed no more than its real
value, and in so many cases, He forgives again and again: "Allah is
never unjust in the least degree: if there is any good (done) He doubleth
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But, it is clear that turning to Allah in repentance and seeking His
Forgiveness are characteristic but of the faithful believers, who always
have a just estimate of Allah Almighty, which prompts them to repent to
Him for fear of His Punishment: although they commit sins and fall in
mistakes, they know, as it should be known, that there is one Allah, Who
seizes with punishment such as commit sins, and, at the same time,
comprehends with mercy and forgiveness such as tum to Him in
repentance; and it is that which they do: "O ye Believers! tum ye all
together towards Allah, that ye may attain Bliss." (An-Nur 31)
However, there are three stages of turning to Allah, in which people
vary in degree and superiority:
The first stage is to tum to Allah in repentance "Tawbah", and it
will not be accepted unless one is sincere and true to it, i.e. he should
have a true intention and take a firm decision that he would never return
to the sin and mistake from which he repents. This is done by such as
fear Allah, and thus intends to safeguard himself from His Punishment.
The second is that one turns to Allah with whole devotion, that
diverts him from anything else. This is done by such as covet the great
reward promised by Allah Almighty. This stage is characteristic of
Allah's devotees and those who are the nearest to Him in position and
rank, "''Who feared (Allah) Most Gracious unseen, and brought a heart
turned in devotion (to Him)." (Qaf 33)
The third is to keep turning to Allah Almighty in what is done or
said, not for fear of Allah, nor in the hope of the reward so much as it is
to observe the validity and seek righteousness of what one does or says;
and this is characteristic of the Prophets and Messengers, as shown by
Allah's saying about the Prophet Job: ''Truly We found him full of
patience and constancy, how excellent in Our service! ever did he tum
(to Us)!" (Sad 44)
According to some knowledgeable men, "At-Tawwab" is the One,
Who turns to such as repents to him, gives up sins, and shows regret for
whatever evil he has done, with the bounty of His Mercy and Kindness:
neither does He cause to be lost whatever good he does, nor does He
forbid to him the kindness, forgiveness and compassion He promises to
grant the obedient from amongst the faithful believers.
"At-Tawwab" is also the One Who hearkens to the supplications and
invocations, as manifest in His Gifts, Who accepts apologies and
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and Kindness to such as tum to Him with whole devotion and sincere
intention, and plots out the sins of such as observe Him in all deeds and
words. It is He, Who opens to the disobedient among His servants the
gates of repentance, and in no way does He cause them to lose hope for
His Mercy: on the contrary, He makes their hearts adhere to Him in love
through His Bounty and Compassion.
How does man acquire the good manners related to that Name?
If one becomes well-acquainted with the concept of this Name, he
soon will come to live in its space, and hasten to tum to Allah in
repentance, with the assurance that Allah will tum to Him in mercy and
forgiveness. Allah Almighty affirms this fact when He says in a Qudsi
Tradition: "If he comes a span nearer to Me, I will go a cubit nearer to
him. If he comes a cubit nearer to Me, I will come a distance of two
outstretched arms nearer to him. If he comes to me walking, I will come
to him running. ""
One should also make haste to get Allah's Good Pleasure and Pardon,
of which he has to rejoice, in response to His saying: "In the Bounty of
Allah. And in His Mercy, in that let them rejoice": that is better than the
(wealth) they hoard." (Yunus 58)
Since Allah Almighty is He, Who always accepts the repentance of
such as repents to Him, forgives such as asks for His Forgiveness, let
then everyone strive his. utmost to have a good portion of this
characteristic: one should meet with forgiveness the harm and evil of any
of Allah's servants, and admit the excuse of the one , who apologize to
him, for Allah Almighty loves those who have a lot of His
Characteristics, each according to what is made easy for him.
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, it is narrated that all
the sons of Adam are given to mistake, and the best of those are those
who tum (to Allah) in repentance (and give up the mistakes in which·
they fall).
The best of supplications is that with which we are commanded to
pray to Allah, in the concluding Verse of the Surah of Al-Baqarah: "Our
Lord! Condemn us not if we forget or fall into error; our Lord! Lay not
on us a burden like that which Thou didst lay on those before us; our
Lord! lay not on us a burden greater than we have strength to bear. Blot
out our sins, and grant us forgiveness. Have mercy on us. Thou art our
Protector; help us against those who stand against Faith." (286)
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Allah says on the tongue of Adam and his wife, while showing their
regrets in sigh for what they did when they listened to the evil suggestion
of Satan to eat of the tree which they were forbidden to eat thereof: "Our
Lord! we have wronged our own souls: if Thou forgive us not and
bestow not upon us Thy Mercy, we shall certainly be lost." (Al-A'raf 23)
Abraham also supplicated his Lord saying: "Our Lord! In Thee do we
trust, and to Thee do we tum in repentance: to Thee is (our) final Goal.
Our Lord! Make us not a (test and) trial for the Unbelievers, but forgive
us, our Lord! For Thou art the Exalted in Might, the Wise." (AlMumtahanah 4:5)
The following supplication is transmitted from the Messenger of
Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" on the authority of Abu
Musa Al-Ash'ari: "O Allah, forgive me my faults, my ignorance, my
immoderation in my concerns. You know (about my affairs) better than
myself. 0 Allah, forgive for me (my sins which I committed) seriously
or otherwise (and which I committed) inadvertently and deliberately. All
these (faults) are in me. 0 Allah, grant me forgiveness from the fault
which I did in haste or deferred, which I committed in privacy or in
public and which You know better than me. You are the First and the
Last, Who puts forward and bring backward (such as You please), and
over all things You are Omnipotent."
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It is further narrated on the authority of Abu Hurairah that The
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" used to
supplicate as such: "O Allah, set right for me my religion which is the
safeguard of my affairs. And set right for me the affairs of my world
wherein is my living. And set right for me my Hereafter on which my
time (of meeting You) will be. Make the life for me (a source of)
abundance for every good and make my death (a source of) comfort for
me, protecting me against every evil."
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It is narrated on the authority of Abdullah that the Messenger of Allah

Allah's Most Beautiful Names

302

"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" used to supplicate as such: 0
Allah! I ask You for the right guidance, safeguard against evil, chastity
and freedom from want."
It is narrated on the authority of Abdullah Ibn Mas'ud that whenever
it was evening The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" used to supplicate: Evening has entered upon us, and the
whole dominion belongs to Allah. Praise be to Allah. There is no god but
Allah, the One having no partner with Him." He (the narrator) said: I
think that he also added: "His is the Sovereignty and to Him be the
praise, and He is Omnipotent over everything. 0 my Lord, I ask You for
the good of this night and the good that follows it and I seek refuge with
You from the evil of this night and from the evil of that which follows it.
0 my Lord, I seek refuge with You from sloth, from the evil of vanity. 0
my Lord, I seek refuge with You from the torment of the Hell-Fire and
from the torment of the grave. And when it was morning he said: "
Morning has entered upon us, and the whole dominion belongs to Allah.
11
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(THE ONE WHO EXACTS RETRIBUTION)
It is the habit of Allah Almighty that He takes vengeance from such
of His servants as disobey Him, transgress the due bounds, and exceed
all the limits; and that is with His severe Punishment, and grievous
Torment, which He inflicts upon them in retaliation for their trespasses
and deviation. It is those who make lawful what is made unlawful by
Allah Almighty, and make unlawful what is lawful, unjustly wrong
others, and do mischief in the land.
It is He, Whose Wrath and Anger such as know His Magnificence
and Strength fear, and Whose Mercy and Kindness such as know His
Favours and Gifts hope for. In this way, it is one of the Names that
affirm the perfection of Lordship and Godhead, which necessitate that
He should be kind towards such as good and righteous, and seize with
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punishment such as evil and wicked. This contrast is shown clearly in
Allah's saying: "Tell My servants that I am indeed the Oft-Forgiving,
Most Merciful, And that My Penalty will be indeed the most grievous
Penalty." (Al-Hijr 49:50)
From amongst the locations in which this Name occurs in the Qur' an,
a mention might be made of the following: "And who does more wrong
than one to whom are recited the Signs of his Lord, and who then turns
away therefrom? Verily from those who transgress We shall exact (due)
Retribution." (As-Sajdah 22) "Even if We take thee away, We shall be
sure to exact retribution from them." (Az-Zukhruf 41) "One day We
shall seize you with a mighty onslaught: We will indeed (then) exact
retribution!" (Ad-Dukhan 16) That's because "Allah is Exalted in Might,
Lord of Retribution." (Al-Imran 4)
"Al-Muntaqim", according to the understanding of some learnt men,
is the One Who exacts Retribution: it is He, Who destroys the
disobedient and rebellious among people by His Justice, and seizes the
transgressors and oppressors with severe punishment by His Great
Power, which is inviolable. To be sure, the retribution is much stronger
in severity than the swift and quick punishment, for it is the utmost of
torment that one could ever receive. Its purpose is to put an end to one's
persistent obedience and mischief.
It always follows warnings and cautions of the coming of Allah's
Punishment unless one desists from committing sins and crimes, and
stops his disobedience and rebellion. In this case, the swift punishment is
much better for one than retribution, for if punishment is hastened on for
him, perchance he might not keep persistent on his disobedience.
This is one of the Names of Glory, Majesty, and Irresistibility, from
which one should safeguard himself. The fear of Allah's Punishment has
a positive effect upon one, since it stimulates him to give up committing
mistakes and sins.
How does man acquire the good manners related to that Name?
First of all, one should take care of Allah's Wrath and Anger, for
indeed He is Strong in His Onslaught, if it is His Plan to seize with
punishment such as He likes. This means he should always reckon
himself, stick to Allah's Commands and Orders, act upon His
Judgements and Commandments, refrain from His Restrictions and all of
what is forbidden by Him. Furthermore, if he happens to have one of his
rights usurped from him illegally or by force, he has to take refuge only
to Allah to restore such a right, and not to be hasty in taking it by
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himself, for Allah's Sight is Heedful of all that is done. According to a
Qudsi narration, Allah Almighty says: "My Anger has become severe
upon him, who wrongs such as finds no helper for him other than Me."
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, this indeed belongs to
the Names of Irresistibility; and for this reason, the one who recites it
should be careful of Allah's Onslaught, and he should not be hasty to see
His Retribution from such as wrongs him: it is enough for him to say:
"Sufficient to me is Allah and He is the Best Disposer of affairs."
This Name is fitting for invoking evil upon the enemies of the
religion. the following supplication is relevant: "O my God! You exact
Retribution from Your enemies, the wrongful, and overpower the
criminals and sinful ones with Your Onslaught: You took revenge from
Pharaoh, Numrudh and Haman, and destroyed those of injustice and
transgression: Grant me light in my sight, and power in my spirit,
therewith I would exact retribution from myself in case I transgress the
due limits, and further take revenge from the wrongdoers who prove to
be ungrateful (to the truth), and witness the onslaught of Your
Retribution, with the result that I would submit· (to You in willful
obedience), and (further see) the Might of Your Honour and Power, with
the result that I would surrender (to Your Will): You have power over all
things."
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(THE ONE WHO PLOTS OUT SINS)
It is to overlook the sin, and leave the punishment for it. In other
words, it is to remove the sin for which one is worthy of punishment; and
in this way, the related punishment is cancelled.
This Name occurs five times in the Qur'an, and a mention might be
made here of the following: "If ye are ill, or on a journey, or one of you
cometh from offices of nature, or ye have been in contact with women,
and ye find no water, then take for yourselves clean sand or earth, and
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rub therewith your faces and hands. For Allah doth blot out sins and
forgive again and again." (An-Nisa 43)
He further says telling about the weak and oppressed among the people:
"For these, there is hope that Allah will forgive: for Allah doth blot out
(sins) and forgive again and again." (99) "Whether ye publish a good deed
or conceal it or cover evil with pardon, verily Allah doth blot out (sins) and
hath power (in the judgment of values)." (149) "That (is so). And if one has
retaliated to no greater extent than the injury he received, and is again set
upon inordina~ly, Allah will help him: for Allah is One that blots out (sins)
and forgives (again and again)." (Al-Hajj 60) and: "If any men among you
divorce their wives by Zihar (calling them mothers), they cannot be their
mothers: none can be their mothers except those who gave them birth. And
in fact they use words (both) iniquitous and false: but truly Allah is One that
blots out (sins), and forgives (again and again)." (Al-Mujadilah 2)
It is observable that in four occurrences of that Name, it comes in
association with "Ar-Raheem" (the Most Merciful), and in the fifth, it
comes in the company of "Al-Qadir" (the All-Powerful); and this is
because Allah Almighty shows that although He has power to seize with
punishment such as does wrong, He, at the same time, is too Merciful,
too Kind to plot out his sins, and reward him according to the best of his
deeds.
"Al-' Afuww" then is to remove sins, in exchange for good deeds, if
Allah's Plan is to do so. Thus, "Al-'Afuww" (to plot out sins) is much
stronger than "Al-Ghafur" (to forgive), for the latter is only to screen
sins in the world, a preliminary step followed by the removal of them in
the hereafter, out of Allah's Bounty and Mercy.
In the sight of Ar-Razi, this Name has double meanings: the first is to
remove the faults, plot out the sins, and overlooks the mistakes; and this
is famous from the linguistic point of view. The other is to give out of
bounty and generosity.
When it is attributed to Allah Almighty, both meanings then become
inseparable: Allah Almighty does not only plot out the sins of the
disobedient among His servants, no matter grave and major they might
be, but also He gives them, out of His Bounty and Generosity, good
deeds in place of the evil deeds that are removed, in order that in the end,
He would give them rewards in great abundance, according to the best of
their deeds.
How does man get the etiquette of that Name?
Forgiveness was one of the characteristics, essential to the
Messenger of Allah, who used to overlook the harm of such as did
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evil to him, and never did he avert evil but with good. Do you not
consider Allah's saying to him: "Hold to forgiveness; command what
is right; but turn away from the ignorant"? (Al-A'raf 199)
However, his situation from Abdullah Tun Ubai, the head of the
hypocrites in Medina, whether during his lifetime or after his death, is
typical of offering the highest degree of forgiveness and generosity.
Although Ibn Ubai did more harm to him, and used to instigate people
against him, he rejected to touch him with harm until he died.
It is narrated by Al-Baihaqi, Ahmad, Al-Bukhari and Muslim on the
authority of Jabir: We were in the company of The Prophet "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" in a certain holy battle. An Emigrant
stroked an Ansari man on the hip. The Ansari got so angry that he said:
"Help, 0 Ansar!" And the emigrant said: "Help, 0 emigrants!" The
Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" was caused by Allah
to hear it. He said: "What is wrong with the people?" He was told: "An
Emigrant stroked an Ansari man on the hip. The Ansari got so angry
that he said: "Help, 0 Ansar!" And the emigrant said: "Help, 0
emigrants!"" The Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
said: "Stop this (Appeal for help) for it is an evil call." The Ansar were
more in number than the emigrants when the latter came to Medina.
But later on the emigrants increased. When Abdullah Ibn Ubai Ibn
Salul was told of that, he said: "They (The Emigrants) have done it
(gathered against us)! So when we return to Medina, surely, the more
honourable people will expel therefrom the meaner." Upon that Umar
said: "O Allah's Prophet! Let me chop off the head of this hypocrite!"
The Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "(No), lest
the people should say that Muhammad kills his companions."
When Abdullah Ibn Ubai died, none of the Muslims was supposed to
offer the funeral prayer for him, since he was the chief of hypocrites, and
it is well-known that hypocrisy in religion is much graver than infidelity.
But, the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
rejected to avert his evil with similar evil: on the contrary, he hastened to
offer the funeral prayer for him, even though such holy companions as
Umar lbn Al-Khattab tried to get him desist from that.
It is narrated by Al-Bukhari on the authority of Ibn Umar: When
Abdullah Ibn Ubai (the chief of hypocrites) died, his son came to The
Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" and said: "O Allah's
Apostle! Please give me your shirt to shroud him in it." The Messenger
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of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" gave him his shirt.
Then he asked The Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" to
perform the funeral prayer for him. When The Prophet "Allah's blessing
and peace be upon him" got up to offer the funeral prayer, Umar took
hold of his garment and said: "O Messenger of Allah! Would you offer
the funeral prayer for him though Allah has forbidden you to offer the
funeral prayer for the hypocrites?" The Prophet "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" said: "I have been given the choice by Allah whether
to ask for their forgiveness or not, because Allah said: "Whether thou ask
for their forgiveness, or not, (their sin is unforgivable): if thou ask
seventy times for their forgiveness, Allah will not forgive them".
Moreover, I will ask for their forgiveness more than seventy times."
Umar said: "But he is a hypocrite." So The Prophet "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" offered the funeral prayer. On that the revelation
came: " Nor do thou ever pray for any of them that dies, nor stand at his
grave; for they rejected Allah and His Messenger, and died in a state of
perverse rebellion." (At-Tawbah 84)
It is further narrated by Ahmad and Al-Bazzar on the authority of
Jabir Ibn Sulaim that he told: I said: "O Messenger of Allah! To what do
you call (people to believe in)?" he said: "I call (people to have faith in)
Allah Alone, Who, if a calamity touches you and you invoke Him, He
will remove it from you, and if you lose the way while being in a desert
land and then you invoke Him, He will respond to your (invocation and
guide you), and if you are afflicted with a famine (year) and you invoke
Him, He will cause plant to grow for you." I said to him: "Then, advise
me." He said: "Do not abuse anyone, nor abstain from doing favour (to
others), even though you (have nothing to give except that you should)
meet your brother cheerfully, or pour from your bucket into the utensil of
the one who seeks for water. You should further make your waist
garment down to half the legs, and if you do not like that, then, let it be
down to the heels, and beware of letting your lower garment drag on the
ground, for indeed, letting one's lower garment drag on the ground is out
of pride, and Allah "Blessed and Exalted be He" never likes the pride. If
a man abuses you with what he does not know about you, then, do not, in
reply to him, abuse him with what you know about him, for indeed,
Allah Almighty is going to give you a reward, and he is going to draw
upon himself the burden (of what he does). Moreover, do not dishonour
anything that Allah Almighty puts under your custody."
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Based upon that, it is incumbent upon every faithful believer to copy
the conduct of the Messenger of Allah, follow his way, and stick to his
method and guidance, for indeed, he "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" was sent to make perfect the good manners and morality.
It is narrated that the Messenger of Allah said: "My Lord has
commended me to stick to nine (things), and I'm going to advise you to
do: He Almighty advised me to be sincere (and true) in secret and public;
to be just, in both states of pleasure and anger; to be moderate in both
states of richness and poverty; to forgive such as wrongs me; to keep
good relation with such as severs relation with me; to give such as
withholds (things) from me; to make my speech (devoted to) the
celebration (of the Praises of Allah); to make my silence (an opportunity
of) consideration (of Allah's Dominion); and to lower my sight (from
what is forbidden)."
It is further narrated on the authority of Umar that he said: While the
Messenger of Allah was sitting, he smiled so much that his premolar
teeth were visible. Umar asked: "Let my father and mother sacrificed for
you 0 Messenger of Allah! Why did you smile.as such?" on that he said:
"(I have seen) two men of my nations kneeling in front of the Lord of
Honour and Power, and one of them said: "O Lord! Avert from me the
injustice committed against me by this man!" Allah Almighty said:
"Avert from your brother the injustice you've committed against him!"
he said: "O Lord! There remains nothing of my good deeds." Allah
Almighty said to the petitioner: "What do you have to do with your
brother, since nothing of his good deeds remains with him?" he said: "O
Lord! Let him then take some of my burdens!" at that point, the eyes of
the Messenger of Allah overflowed with tears and he said: ''This (Day of
Judgement) is a Great Day, on which people will be in need of having
some of their burdens laid (from them)." Then, Allah said to the
petitioner: "Raise your sight and catch a glimpse!" he raised his sight
and looked and then said: "O Lord! I'm seeing towns and palaces of
gold, adorned with pearls: for which Prophet, or true faithful believer, or
martyr are those going to be?" Allah said: "For him who (is able to) give
the price thereof." He said: "O Lord! Who does have the price of that in
his possession?" Allah said: "You have it in your possession." He said:
"By which (thing I have it)?" Allah said: "By forgiving your brother."
He said: "O Lord! I've forgiven him." On that Allah said to him: "Then,
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take hoJd of the hand of your brother, and admit him to the Garden."
As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah by that Name, it is said
that whoever recites "Al·'Afuww" (the One Who plots out sins) so often,
the gate of good pleasure is open to him, and the good manners and morality
are made alluring to his sight, and Allah Almighty grants him security from
such as he fears, particularly if he recites it in association with "Al-Ghafur"
(the Oft-Forgiving).
The following supplication is transmitted from the Messenger of Allah:
"O Allah! Make healthy my body, my hearing and my sight! 0 Allah! I
seek refuge with You from both infidelity and poverty! 0 Allah! I seek
refuge with You from the punishment of the grave! There is no god (to be
worshipped) but You. 0 Allah! Make me healthy (and strong) by Your
Power (over all things); admit me to Your Mercy; make me spend my
lifetime in Your obedience; make the best of deeds at the conclusion of my
life, and make the Garden the reward thereof."
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AR-RA'UF
(THE ONE Fl.ILL OF KINDNESS )
"Ar·Ra'ur' is the One Who is so much merciful towards His
servants with compassion, courtesy, and clemency, Who always shows
pity for the weakest and the most wronged of them, and embraces with
leniency such as have faith in Him. It is said that kindness is more
particular than mercy, and the one who is full of kindness is more tenderhearted.
From amongst the places in which this Name occurs in the Qur'an, a
mention might be made of the following: "And never would Allah make
your faith of no effect. For Allah is to all people most surely full of
Kindness, Most Merciful." (Al-Baqarah 143) "And there is the type of
man who gives his life to earn the pleasure of Allah; and Allah is full of
kindness to (His) devotees." (207) "On the Day when every soul will be
confronted with all the good it has done, and all the evil it has done, it
will wish there were a great distance between it and its evil. But Allah
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cautions you (to remember) Himself. And Allah is full of kindness to
those that serve Him." (Al Imran 30) "Allah turned with favour to the
Prophet, the Muhajirs, and the Ansar, who followed Him in a time of
distress, after that the hearts of a part of them had nearly swerved (from
duty); but He turned to them (also): for He is unto them Full of
Kindness, Most Merciful." (At-Tawbah 117) "And they carry your heavy
loads to lands that you could not (otherwise) reach except with souls
distressed: for your Lord is indeed Full of Kindness, Most Merciful."
(An-Nahl 7) "And those who came after them say: "Our Lord! Forgive
us, and our brethren who came before us into the Faith, and leave not, in
our hearts, rancour (or sense of injury) against those who have believed.
Our Lord! Thou art indeed Full of Kindness, Most Merciful." (Al-Hashr
10)
"Ar-Ra'uf' (the One Full of Kindness) then is He, Whose Mercy is
all-embracing therewith He comprehends all of His servants, Whose
Generosity towards them is manifest in His Garden, to which He admits
such as believe in Him and work righteousness, and Whose Bounty is
shown clearly in His Gifts and Favours He bestows upon them.
It is narrated by Al-Bukhari on the authority of Umar Ibn Al-Khattab:
Some war prisoners of children and women were brought before The
Prophet. A woman amongst them was milking her breasts to feed.
Whenever she found a child amongst the captives, she took it over her
chest and nursed it. The Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon
him" said to us: "Do you think that this lady can throw her son in the
fire?" We replied: "No, if she has the power to prevent throwing it (in the
fire)." The Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" then said:
"Allah is more merciful to His slaves than this lady to her son."
It is out of Allah's Kindness towards His servants that He always
averts evil from them, turns to them in forgiveness, and accepts their
repentance. He Almighty further bestows His Bounty upon His devotees
as manifest in preserving them from what is harmful, and upon His
Messengers and Prophets, by protecting them from committing any
mistake or sin.
It is out of Allah's Kindness towards His servants that He delivers
and saves them from what makes binding His Punishment. Moreover,
Allah's Protection of the servant from being put to humiliation is a
portion of mercy, much greater than to forgive a sin. Sometimes, Allah's
Mercy towards one of His servants is manifest in what apparently seems
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to be too difficult for him to bear, but, at the same time, it carries within
itself favour and bliss, which he could not perceive well. Many are the
individuals who are given to poverty and neediness, as it is clear in the
sight of the people; but in fact they live in a bliss, which draws the
angels' jealousy of them.
It is a portion of Allah's Kindness towards His servants that He keeps
them away from being interested in anyone else, and thus, they would
never take refuge but to Him Almighty to fulfill all of their needs.
One of the righteous was told to ask for his needs to be fulfilled for
him, thereupon he said: "It is not befitting for such as places his foot on
the carpet of the Knowledge of Allah, to receive a favour from anyone
else other than Allah Almighty." Another one of the righteous was asked
whether he had a need to be achieved for him, thereupon he said: "I have
no need to Such as has no knowledge of my need."
It is essential to Allah's Mercy and Kindness towards His servants
that He never chooses and decides for them but what is most convenient
to each one of them, even though it seems different in the sight of the
people. Many are the distresses and difficulties which we suffer for a
long time, and of which we complain so much, and after they are over,
we come to discover they have been for our general interest and benefit.
But, there is an important point which should be discussed here: let's
begin by raising the following question: we have mentioned earlier in
this chapter that kindness is much stronger in meaning than mercy and
that the one full of kindness is more tender-hearted than such as
merciful. On the other hand, almost all the occurrences of the Name
"Ar-Ra'uf' (the One Full of Kindness) are in association with the Name
"Ar-Raheem" (the Most Merciful): What is then the reason for bringing
"Ar-Ra'uf' forward in order before "Ar-Raheem"?
According to the answer given by Ar-Razi, "Ar-Ra'uf' (the One Full of
Kindness) is precisely related to the doer in the state of conveying the
kindness to such as deserves it; and "Ar-Raheem" (the Most Merciful) is
essentially related to him, upon whom mercy is bestowed, in the state of
being in need of kindness. To be sure, the effect of the state of the doer in
bringing the act of kindness into being is more positive and stronger than
that resulting from the need of such as is in need of it. This is why "ArRa'uf' is put forward before "Ar-Raheem".
How does man get the good manners related to that Name?
Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah had a greater portion of that
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Name, as shown in Allah's Description of him: "Now hath come unto
you a Messenger from amongst yourselves: it grieves him that ye should
perish: ardently anxious is he over you: to the Believers is he most kind
and merciful." (At-Tawbah 128) Indeed, he is a source of mercy for all
the inhabitants living on the surface of the earth: "We sent thee not, but
as a mercy for all creatures." (Al-Anbiya 107)
It is out of the mercy of the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" that Allah Almighty was not to seize with penalty
his people as long as he was living among them. But when he left them,
they soon were given to defeat and punishment: "But Allah was not
going to send them a Penalty whilst thou wast amongst them; nor was He
going to send it whilst they could ask for pardon." (Al-Anfal 33) It was
those who asked him, by way of challenge, to hasten on the punishment
for them, if he was true to his word, as shown in Allah's saying:
"Remember how they said: "O Allah! if this is indeed the Truth from
Thee, rain down on us a shower of stones from the sky, or send us a
grievous Penalty."" (32)
In spite of the great harm and trouble the Messenger of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" received from his people, who
in the end conspired to kill him, and they failed but to drive him away
out of Mecca, he did not face their evil with similar evil: on the contrary,
he was most kind, most merciful, and most compassionate towards them;
and he used to invoke good upon them saying: "O Allah! Guide my
people (to the straight path), for they know not (the truth)."
For this reason, one should strive his utmost to copy the guidance of
the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him", and
follow his way and method of life, so that he would be in his company in
the hereafter. The faithful believer should be, as much as is within his
capacity, merciful and kind towards others, and do his best to fulfill the
hopes of such as have hopes in and expectations from him.
It is narrated that the grand imam Ahmad was reported that a man
living behind the river used to narrate the Prophetic traditions, thereupon
he went to him (to learn from what he had). When he reached him, he
found him feeding a dog. The grand imam Ahmad greeted him with
peace, and the man returned the greeting, and then he went on feeding
the dog, and did not tum his face to him. When he finished from feeding
the dog, he turned his face to the imam and said to him: "Perhaps you
have become angry for I have turned my face to the dog, and not to you."
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The grand imam Ahmad answered in the affirmative. The man said: it
is
related to me on the authority of Abu Hurairah that the Messenger
of
Allah said: "He, who severs the hope of such as has an expectation from
him, Allah Almighty will sever his hope on the Day of Judgement, with
the result that he would never be admitted to the Garden." He further
said: "There are no dogs in this region of ours, and since this dog came
towards me (in search for food), I feared to sever its expectation (from
me)." The grand imam Ahmad said: "It is sufficient for me to learn only
this Hadith." Then, he returned back.
As to the celebr ation of Allah by that Name, it is mentioned that
this Name is fitting for such as is quick in anger and fury: if he recites
it
regularly, he will be granted forbearance and patience, Allah Willing.
The following supplication is important in this issue: "O Allah! Do to
us, sooner and later, pertaining to religion, hereafter and life, what
is
fitting for You, and do not do to us, 0 our Protector (pertaining to those)
what is fitting for us: You are Oft-Forgiving, Most Forbearing, Most
Generous, Most Bountiful, Full of Kindness, Most Merciful."
~ ~ ~J ,j-t 41 ~t L. o_,>-~IJ ~..UIJ ~..UI J ,~TJ ~\s. ~~I r-f1JI»
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"O Allah! Guide me to Your Light (of Truth); give me out of Your
Bounty; and save me from everyone that is enemy to You, and from
everything that might divert me from You; and grant me a tongue that
never wearies of celebrating Your Praises, a heart that hearkens to the
truth from You, a soul that is honoured by having a vision of You, and
a
secret therewith I become well-versed in the reality of Your Nearne
ss,
and a mind that appreciates the Glory of Your Magnificence and
Greatness; and adorn what is seen and what is unseen of me with the acts
that lead to Your obedience: 0 (Allah) All-Hearing, Omniscient, Most
Great, Most Forbearing, Ful1 of Kindness, Most Merciful."
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MALIK AL-MULK
(THE LORD OF DOMINION)
This Name occurs only once in the Qur'an, and this is in Allah's
saying: "Say: "O Allah! Lord of Dominion, Thou givest Dominion to
whom Thou pleasest, and Thou strippest off Dominion from whom
Thou pleasest: Thou enduest with honour whom Thou pleasest, and
Thou bringest low whom Thou pleasest: in Thy hand is all Good.
Verily, over all things Thou hast power." (Al lmran 26)
In this connection, it is narrated that when the Surah of Al-Fatihah,
the Holy Verse of the Throne, the Verse in which Allah and the angels
bear witness to the fact that there is no god (to be worshipped) but He
Almighty (Al Imran 18), and that Holy Verse, in which Allah's Name
"Malik Al-Mulk" (the Lord of Dominion) were revealed, Allah
Almighty said: "By My Honour and Glory! No servant recites those after
every obligatory prayer, but that I will accommodate him in the field of
Sanctity, look to him with the Eye of Mercy seventy times a day, fulfill
for him seventy needs a day, the least of which in degree is to grant
forgiveness to him, give him refuge from the evil of every enemy, and
help him emerge victorious over him, and nothing will prevent him from
being admitted to the Garden until he dies."
The Dominion here refers to the Kingdom of both the world and the
hereafter, which, with all that they contain, are in Allah's Possession and
Hand: "Blessed be He in Whose hands is Dominion; and He over all
things hath Power." (Al-Mulk 1)
When the whole creation comes to its doomed end, and there remains
nothing barring the Countenance of Allah Almighty, that abides forever,
He Almighty will ask: "Whose is the Dominion now?" the answer will
be: "It belongs to Allah, the One and Only, the Irresistible." This is
shown clearly in His saying: "The Day whereon they will (all) come
forth: not a single thing concerning them is hidden from Allah. Whose
will be the Dominion that Day? That of Allah, the One, the Irresistible!"
(Ghafir 16)
"Malik Al-Mulk" (the Lord of Dominion) is then He, Who has the
power to govern and dispose of all things in His Kingdom, be they
hidden or visible, great or small. In this way, His Power of disposal,
control and ruling is perfectly complete: He has the power to give and
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withhold, bring life and death, enlarges and restricts sustenance, raise to
honour and put to humiliation, give power and deprive of it such as He
likes, with none to have the least strength to change His Commands, or
even review or discuss them: He is the Lord of Dominion in both the
world and the hereafter, for in the end, all will be brought back to Him.
"Malik Al-Mulk" (the Lord of Dominion) according to the
understanding of Al-Ghazali, is He, Who has the perfect Power to carry
out His Will, and enforce His Plan in the very way and manner He likes,
wherever and whenever He pleases. However, the Dominion includes all
things in being, for indeed, if all things in existence seem separate and
scattered, they are originally created by One Creator, and their ultimate
destination in the end will be to Him Alone.
How does man acquire the good manners of that Name?
One's portion of that Name is manifest in how strong his
submission to Allah Almighty is, how he submits his will to Allah's
Will, how he turns to Him in willful obedience. According to the
interpretation of Ibo Kathir to this Holy Verse, Allah Almighty orders
the Prophet Muhammad "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" to
glorify His Lord, praise and thank Him, put his trust in Him, and rely
upon Him in all affairs, since He is the Master and Cherisher of all
kinds of kingdoms and rules, the Bestower of everything He wants
upon whomever He likes, and the withholder of everything He wants
from whomever He likes. Whatever He pleases should be, and
whatever He pleases not should never be.
This Holy Verse guides the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him" and all the nation (of Muslims) to praise and laud
Allah Almighty for (His grace He bestowed upon them, when) He
endowed them with Prophethood through the Messenger Muhammad,
the Arab unlettered Prophet from Quraish of Mecca, who came to be the
last and the seal of all the Prophets, and the Messenger of Allah to both
mankind and jinns, in whom Allah Almighty placed the best merits and
qualities given to those (Prophets) before him, and whom He favoured
with such good characteristics as have never been given to any Prophet
or Messenger sent before him, concerning the knowledge of Allah, the
best principles of law, his acquaintance with the earlier as well as the
coming unseen events, his uncovering some realities of the hereafter, the
spreading of his Muslim nation across all parts of the world, and making
his religion and law prevail over the other religions and laws, Allah's
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blessing and peace be upon him permanently and regularly to the Day of
Judgement.
On the other hand, if one has an overview of himself, he will find that
his body is no more than a small kingdom, whose throne is the heart. For
this reason, he has to be eager to have none in this throne barring Allah
Almighty, Who says according to a Qudsi Tradition: "Neither my earth
nor My heaven could extend to embrace Me; but the heart of My
believing servant extends to embrace Me (within it)."
Thus, the faithful believer should be sincere in his intention to Allah
Almighty, to have his work and labour for the Countenance of Allah, to
restrict his obedience and submission to Allah Almighty, and to have all
of his movements, acts and silence just in the Cause of Allah's Good
Pleasure.
He further has to take lessons and examples from what happens in the
universe around him, in which, for instance, some are raised high or
given wealth in abundance and others are lowered down and given to
poverty and neediness, for sometime after which the former come to be
lowered, and give room for the latter to be raised high. This means that
all things that is in the universe is in the Hand of Allah, Who Alone has
the right and power to dispose of them in accordance with His Will and
Plan. this leads man not to rely on anyone other than Allah, nor to put his
trust but in Allah Almighty.
As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah in the shade of that
Name, it is said that reciting it is fitting for such as has anything in his
possession, and covets that Allah Almighty would keep it with him. It is
further mentioned that whoever recites regularly "O Allah, Lord of
Dominion" in addition to the Holy Verse in which it occurs, Allah
Almighty then makes him completely independent from asking others,
and gives him sustenance from sources that he never expects.
It is narrated on the authority of Mu'adh lbn Jabal: One day, I failed
to attend with the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" the Friday prayer, thereupon he asked me: "O Mu'adh! What
prevented you from offering the Friday prayer?" I said to him: "O
Messenger of Allah! I owed to Johan, the Jewish, an ounce of gold, and
he was standing near my gate, watching me (so that I would repay it to
him); and I feared (if I opened the door and came out) he would detain
me from coming to you." The Messenger of Allah said: "Do you like, 0
Mu'adh, that Allah Almighty should (help you) fulfill your debt?" I
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answered in the affirmative, thereupon he said: "You should recite
regularly everyday: "O Allah! Lord of Power (and Rule), Thou givest
Power to whom Thou pleasest, and Thou strippest off Power from whom
Thou pleasest: Thou enduest with honour whom Thou pleasest, and
Thou bringest low whom Thou pleasest: in Thy hand is all Good. Verily,
over all things Thou hast power. Thou causest the Night to gain on the
Day, and Thou causest the Day to gain on the Night; Thou bringest the
Living out of the Dead, and Thou bringest the Dead out of the Living;
and Thou givest sustenance to whom Thou pleasest, without measure."
Then, you should say: "O (Allah! Most Gracious, Most Merciful of (all
the creatures in) both the world and the hereafter! You give of both such
as You please, and withhold of both from such as You please: (Help me)
fulfill my debt!" then, if you owe (to anyone) as much gold as the whole
earth contains, Allah Almighty will (help it) fulfilled on your behalf."
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DHUL-JALAL WAL-IKRAM
(THE ONE FULL OF MAJESTY BOUNT r AND HONOU R)
There are two occurrences of that Name in the Qur' an, and both come
in the same Surah of Ar-Rahman. This is in Allah's saying: "All that is
on earth will perish: But will abide (forever) the Face of thy Lord, Full of
Majesty, Bounty and Honour." (26:27) and: "Blessed be the name of thy
Lord, Full of Majesty, Bounty and Honour." (78)
The significance of that Name is to attribute to Allah Almighty all
characteristics of Glory, Bounty, Majesty, Magnificence, Greatness and
Honour, in such a way that none could dare to share Him in any of that.
Every Glory, Majesty, and Honour belongs in the end to Him Almighty;
and out of His Bounty, He bestows upon His servants His countless
Favours and Gifts.
In this way, He is worthy of All Honour and Glory, in admiration for
His Majesty, acknowledgement of His Bounty, and estimation for His
Favours and Kindness towards His creatures. He comprehends, with His
Gifts, all of His creatures, and encompasses, with His Favours,
everything in existence.
What signifies the very importance and greatness of that Name is that
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Garden of Bliss, and endow them with what is more and more: ''To those
who do right is a goodly (reward) yea, more (than in measure)! no
darkness nor shame shall cover their faces! they are Companions of the
Garden; they will abide therein (for aye)!" (Yunus 26)
According to the concept of some learnt men, Allah is the Lord of
High Excellence, for there is no Honour, nor Majesty, Nor Power, except
that it is for Him, with Him, and from Him; and He is the Lord of
Bounty and Honour for there is no Generosity, Nor Kindness, nor
munificence except that it is for Him, with Him and from Him.
It is also said that that Name combines both Majesty and Beauty: He
Almighty is the Lord of Great Glory, Magnificent Honour and
Excellence, and at the same time, He is of the Most Wonderful and
Amazing Beauty; and none could attain knowledge of Allah unless he
becomes weil-acquainted with Him, Lord of Majesty, Bounty and
Honour, for He combines both desire (for His Mercy) and fear (of His
Punishment), both hope (for His Rewards and Gifts) and anxiety (of His
Wrath and Anger).
How does one acquire the etiquette of that Name?
Once man is well-aware of the fact that Allah Almighty is the Lord of
Majesty, Bounty and Honour, he comes to live in the shade of that
Name, with the desire for His Rewards and Gifts, and fear of His Wrath
and Punishment; and there is no relief for anyone unless he combines
both: that's because the absolute fear and anxiety lead to despair, and the
absolute desire and hope lead to indulgence and heedlessness.
Allah Almighty commends us to stick to both in service and
invocation as shown in His saying: ''Their limbs do forsake their beds of
sleep, the while they call on their Lord, in Fear and Hope: and they
spend (in charity) out of the sustenance which We have bestowed on
them." (As-Sajdah 16) "Do no mischief on the earth, after it hath been
set in order, but call on Him with fear and longing (in your hearts): for
the Mercy of Allah is (always) near to those who do good." (Al-A'raf
56)
It is well-established that piety, in the sight of some men, is to stand
midway between both stations of fear and longing. When the faithful
believer remembers Allah's Glory and Majesty, he soon comes to fear
(of His Punishment and Torment); and when he remembers Allah's
Bounty and Generosity, he soon comes to covet (His Mercy, Rewards
and Gifts).
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Based on that, when he lives in the station of fear, he strives his
utmost to work in willful obedience and service, and be careful of
committing sins and mistakes that lead to disobedience; and when he
lives in the station of longing and hope, he works with the assurance (of
Allah's Mercy and Forgiveness). However, for such as fears the moment
of standing in front of Allah for reckoning on the Day of Judgement,
Allah Almighty guarantees two Gardens, a fact well-expressed in Allah's
saying: "But for such as fear the time when they will stand before (the
Judgment Seat of) their Lord, there will be two Gardens." (Ar-Rahman
46) Furthermore, he will be secured by Allah against the great terror, on
a Day when all the people come to fear.
Therefore, the fear of the standing in front of Allah on the Day of
Judgement stimulates one to overpower the causes of haughtiness and
arrogance, to which many of Allah's servants are given, because of
whatever Favours and Gifts He endows them with, that which prompts
them to give themselves superiority over others; and of course, they are
mistaking, for indeed they do so out of their heedlessness of the while
they would stand before Allah.
As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah by that Name, the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
commended us to remember it so often: "Stick to (calling Allah by) "O
(Allah) Lord of Majesty, Bounty and Honour", and invoke Allah by it
regularly!"
According to another narration, once, the Messenger of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" heard a desert dweller
invoking Allah: "O Allah! I invoke You by the Greatest of Your Names,
the Most Magnificent, Most Compassionate, Bestower of Favours and
Gifts, Lord of Dominion, Lord of Majesty, Bounty and Honour!" on that
the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
commented: "No doubt, he has invoked by Allah's (Greatest) Name that,
if He is invoked by it, He will answer the invocation; and if He is asked
by it, He will give (that for which He is asked)."
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From amongst the supplications recited by the righteous people, a
mention might be made of the following: "O Allah, Lord of Majesty,
Bounty and Honour! Send Your Prayer, Peace and Blessing upon
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Muhammad, the leader of Your Prophets, and the chief of Your
Messengers, all his brothers from amongst the Prophets and Messengers,
and all the righteous of Your servants, from amongst the inhabitants of
the heavens and the earth, and honour us by Your Mercy, 0 (Allah) the
Most Merciful of those who are merciful, Lord of Majesty, Bounty and
Honour!
0 my God, Lord of Majesty, Bounty and Honour! To You have I
turned my face: tum to me with Your Bounteous Countenance, and
receive me with Your Forgiveness and Generosity, while You are WellPleased with me by Your Mercy, 0 (Allah) the Most Merciful of those
who are merciful; 0 Allah, Lord of Majesty, Bounty and Honour."

\;~ :cll....; ~.J u.!.IJ~T rL..1 J; !1~4.J r-L.J ~ :rlyS11,, J~I lj4 r-f1JI»
.:,,l,,UI J.af ~ ,~l..All tl.>1.:&- ~.J i:r.:L-)1.J ~I~ 4ilr1 C:J': J;,, '~
·rl}'':ll,, J~I lj4 ,~1)1 ~;f 4 .!J.:1-.r. ~}'JJ 'cJ::..0; ~IJ
~IJ '~~I ~Jo! ~l j:jti ~J ~J ~ 'rl}'':llJ J~I lj 4 '-:"J 4
J~I lj 4 Ji! 4 ,~1)1 r-} 4 ~.r. ,JS- ~I; ~t,, ,~_;,, tlp ~

.«r1.;S11,,

AL-MUQSIT
(THE DOER OF JUSTICE)
"Al-Muqsit" is not only the One Who does justice to others, but also
it is He Who removes injustice and oppression from the people, by His
Complete Justice and Perfect Fairness, to which none could object, since
all of the creatures are in need of it.
He is further the Lord of the Balance of acts and deeds; and of course,
there is an essential relationship between balance and justice: such as
holds the balance is required to stick to justice and fairness in dealing
with others. According to a correct narration, "Allah Almighty never
sleeps; and it is not befitting for Him to sleep: He lowers and raises the
scale (of balance); the night's deeds are raised to Him before those of the
day; and the day's deeds are raised to Him before those of the night; and
His Veil is the Light."
But, does His enlarging or restricting sustenance for such of His
servants as He pleases contradict His Being the Doer of Justice? Of
course, there is no contradiction. Had it not been fitting for a certain
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person to have his sustenance enlarged for him, surely, Allah would not
have done so to him; and had it not been fitting for another to have his
sustenance restricted for him, in no way would Allah Almighty have
done so to him. No doubt, Allah always does to everyone what is most
convenient for him in this life and the hereafter, even though people
know not.
Allah Almighty then orders us to stick to justice in all of our
treatments, and a mention might be made here of the matter of weight
and measure in particular, in which justice should be earnestly sought .
He says in this issue: "So establish weight with justice and fall not short
in the balance." (Ar-Rahman 9)
On the other hand, He threatens to punish with the severe punishment
such as deals with fraud with others, in such a way that if it is that he
receives from them, he seeks to get measure and weight in full, if not
more; and if it is that he should give to them, he seeks to have his
measure and weight shorter than what is due, as described by Allah in
His Holy Statement: "Woe to those that deal in fraud, Those who, when
they have to receive by measure, from men, exact full measure, But
when they have to give by measure or weight to men, give less than
due." (Al-Mutaffifin 1:3)
"Al-Muqsit" then is He, Who always sticks to Justice in all of His
Acts and Deeds, adheres to fairness in all of His Judgements and
Commandments, brings back the right of the wronged one from such as
wrongs him, and helps the weak overpower such as oppresses him.
However, this Name does not occur in the Qur'an as one of Allah's
Most Beautiful Names, but it is mentioned by the Messenger of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" in his narration of Allah's
Names, and it is the eighty-sixth in the series.
But, there are many references in the Qur' an to the fact that Allah
Almighty is Just in all of His Judgements, for He never deals unjustly
with anyone of His servants, no matter disobedient or wicked he might
be. He Almighty says for instance: "Allah beareth witness, and so do his
angels and those endued with knowledge, that there is no god but He,
standing firm on justice. There is no god but He, the Exalted in Power,
the Wise." (Al Imran 18) "To every people (was sent) a Messenger:
when their Messenger comes (before them), the matter will be judged
between them with justice, and they will not be wronged." (Yunus 47)
According to Al-Ghazali, "Al-Muqsit" (the Doer of Justice) not only

AI-Muqsit (The Doer Of Justice)

323

brings back the right of the wronged one from his oppressor in order to
satisfy him, but also He seeks to forgive the wrongdoer in order to please
him; and this is the utmost of justice, when it is mixed up with mercy
and bounty, which none barring Allah could ever attain. The story of the
two persons, who knelt before Allah, one of whom had an injustice
against the other, and Allah Almighty pleased both, as we mentioned in
the Name "Al-Afuww" is typical in this case.
Allah Almighty orders us then to be just, as much as is within our
capacity, not only to our fellows, but also to our enemies: "Allah forbids
you not, with regard to those who fight you not for (your) Faith nor drive
you out of your homes, from dealing kindly and justly with them: for
Allah loveth those who are just." (Al-Mumtahanah 8) He further says:
"O ye who believe! stand out firmly for Allah, as witnesses to fair
dealing, and let not the hatred of others to you make you swerve to
wrong and depart from justice. Be just: that is next to Piety: and fear
Allah. For Allah is well-acquainted with all that ye do." (Al-Ma'idah 8)
Verily, the happiest of people is the one, who will meet Allah in the
hereafter, with no injustice nor grievance one might have against him,
for indeed, he succeeded to please not only his fellows and companions,
but also his enemies and foes.
How does man acquire the good manners related to that Name?
Since Allah Almighty loves justice, to which he invites the people, it
is incumbent upon every faithful believer to stick to justice, adhere to
fairness in all of his deeds and acts, as much as he can: he has, first of
all, to apply justice to his own soul, by having it accustomed to
uprightness and firmness, and the love of giving others what is due to
them. However, the true and sincere Muslim is he, who could even
concede his own right, in order to please his foe, in the hope of the
reward and gifts prepared by Allah in the hereafter for those of tolerance
and forgiveness.
The faithful believer has to think well of the great consequences of
injustice, seeing that they will be depths of darkness on the Day of
Judgement, from which one will have no way to release himself. Of a
surety, to be wronged in the world is far better than to be wrongdoer or
oppressor.
As to the celebration of the Praises of Allah in the shade of that
Name, it is said that whoever recites it so often, he will be saved from
the evil suggestions that put him to distraction of mind while being in
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service of Allah. The best item of celebration by that Name is to recite
Allah's saying: "Allah beareth witness, and so do his angels and those
endued with knowledge, that there is no god but He, standing firm on
justice. There is no god but He, the Exalted in Power, the Wise." (Al
Imran 18)
In connection with the superiority of this Holy Statement, it is
narrated on the authority of Anas that the Messenger of Allah said: "He,
who recites, whenever he goes to bed, Allah's saying: "Allah beareth
witness, and so do his angels and those endued with knowledge, that
there is no god but He, standing firm on justice. There is no god but He,
the Exalted in Power, the Wise", Allah Almighty creates for his sake
seventy thousand angels, asking for Allah's Forgiveness for him until the
Day of Judgement."

AL-JAMI' I!~lt

~

(THE ONE WHO GATHERS)
This Name occurs in the Qur'an in Allah's saying: "Our Lord! Thou
art He that will gather mankind together against a Day about which there
is no doubt; for Allah never fails in His promise." (Al Imran 9) He
further says: "Already has He sent you word in the Book, that when ye
hear the Signs of Allah held in defiance and ridicule, ye are not to sit
with them unless they tum to a different theme: if ye did, ye would be
like them. For Allah will gather the Hypocrites and those who defy
Faith, all in Hell." (An-Nisa 140)
But there are other locations in which it comes in the verb form, as
shown in Allah's saying: "That will be a Day of Sorting out! We shall
gather you together and those before (you)!" (Al-Mursalat 38) "On that
day We shall leave them to surge like waves on one another; the trumpet
will be blown, and We shall gather them all together." (Al-Kahf 99) He
says too: "Does man think that We cannot assemble his bones? Nay, We
are able to put together in perfect order the very tips of his fingers." (AlQiyamah 3:4) "One day will Allah gather the Messengers together, and
ask: "What was the response ye received (from men to your teaching)?"
(Al-Ma'idah 109) "Allah! there is no god but He: of a surety He will
gather you together against the Day of Judgment, about which there is no
doubt. And whose word can be truer than Allah's?" (An-Nisa 87)
It is not surprising then that the Day of Judgement is given a name
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derived from the infinitive "to assemble"; and that's because on it all of
Allah's creatures, their first and last, their earlier and later, will be
gathered and mustered together in a single plain ground, so that the voice
of the caller and the sight of the seer could reach them all at once: "The
Day that He assembles you (all) for a Day of Assembly, - that will be a
day of mutual loss and gain (among you)." (At-Taghabun 9)
"Al-Jami"' then is He, Who will gather all of the creatures on the
Day of Judgement for reckoning. It is He, Who has the power to
assemble the opposites and different things such as the heavens and the
earth, the planets and the stars, both coldness and heat, dryness and wet,
etc, therewith He makes a harmony visible by the people, as well as the
similar things, like the members of every species, say man for example,
and so on. He Almighty joins the souls to their bodies, and makes the
hearts of His devotees adhere to Him in love and whole devotion, in
order to witness His Greatness.
If one considers with scrutiny his body, he will find it containing
different systems such as the nervous, digestive, and respiratory ones,
different metals, water and blood, bones and flesh, dryness and wet,
coldness and heat, in addition to different senses, feelings, emotions,
opposing desires and wishes, all of which are gathered in harmony in the
body : in short, he will find his body no less than a mobile world full of
experiences and skills, though very small in comparison with the greater
world.
According to the concept of Ar-Razi, "Al-Jami"' refers to several
meanings, in addition to what was mentioned in the previous paragraph:
it is He Almighty Who assembles different parts in a particular harmony,
that enables each of them to do the specific job entrusted to it to the best.
It is He Who joins the hearts of men, opposing to one another, in love
and affection, as shown in His saying: "And (moreover) He hath put
affection between their hearts: not if thou hadst spent all that is in the
earth, couldst thou have produced that affection, but Allah hath done it:
for He is Exalted in might, Wise." (Al-Anfal 63)
How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
The faithful believer, who reflects deeply the very significance of that
Name remembers soon the Day of Assembly, i.e. the Day of Judgement,
on which all of Allah's creatures will be mustered together for
reckoning; and of course, this leads him to get ready for it, by doing
more righteous deeds, and refraining from what is evil and wicked of
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deeds. Once he remembers Allah's Great Power which joins in harmony
the different things, he comes to have a stronger faith in Allah's Power,
which is too unbounded, too limitless to be frustrated by anything in the
heavens and on earth.
Man also is invited to consider how perfect the creation of both the
heavens and earth is, how different the things which constitute the whole
universe are, how they are joined together in perfect order, from which
they could hardly swerve. It is that difference and opposition which in
the end result in such a harmony and symmetry, most fitting for the
living beings to live. Consider, for example, the opposition between both
night and day, both darkness and light: how the alternation of both is
necessary for all the creatures on the surface of the earth, i.e. that they
should come in succession, and not at the same time!
Had it been perpetual night with its darkness, or even perpetual day
with its light, surely, it would have been too difficult, if not impossible,
for us to live on the earth: "Say: See ye? If Allah were to make the Night
perpetual over you to the Day of Judgment, what god is there other than
Allah, who can give you enlightenment? Will ye not then hearken? Say:
See ye? If Allah were to make the Day perpetual over you to the Day of
Judgment, what god is there other than Allah, who can give you a Night
in which ye can rest? Will ye not then see?" (Al-Qasas 71:72)
How different then all things in the universe are! How different the
people, for example, are in their thoughts, beliefs, tendencies, ways of
thinking, methods of life, feelings and emotions, habits, traditions and
customs! How different man himself is from time to time! How he moves
from a state of happiness and joy to a state of grief and sadness, from a
state of calmness and pleasure to a state of fury, anger and displeasure, and
so on. Consider also how changeable the nature of the universe is:
sometimes, it is quiet, with its winds calm and still; and of a sudden, it
becomes enraged, with its winds stormy and tempestuous, and so on. All
of those different and opposing things, which constitute the existence are
in the Grip of Allah, the All-Powerful, Who joins them in wonderful and
amazing harmony, so much easily since it is very sufficient for Him,
whenever He intends to do a thing, to say to it: "Be" and it is immediately.
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, it is said that if one
lost a thing, and then he recited: "O (Allah) Who will gather all the
people on a Day in which there is no doubt: join me to my lost thing!" he
will be joined to it, by Allah's Will and Leave.
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The following supplication is transmitted from the grand imam Abu
Al-Hasan Ash-Shadhli: "O (Allah) Who will gather people on a Day, in
which there is no doubt: join us to truth (in our) intentions, sincerity and
submission (in service), reverence and shyness, observance and light (of
faith), certainty and knowledge, understanding and keeping (what we
know by heart), activity and power, screening and forgiving (sins),
eloquence and clear expression, the (capacity of) understanding the
Qur'an; and (0 Allah) bestow upon us, in particular, love and protection,
and (the privilege of) choosing (us to be among Your devotees and)
special (servants); and be to us (our) hearing, sight, tongue, heart, mind
and hand, and helper; and provide us with the beneficial knowledge, the
righteous deed, and the abundant sustenance, which never veils us (from
the celebration of You) in the world, and for which we should not be
reckoned and called to account and punishment in the hereafter; and
(make us sit firm) on the carpet of monotheism and law, secure from
both lusts and greediness; and let our entry be by the Gate of Truth and
Honour, and likewise our exit by the Gate of Truth and Honour; and
grant us from Your Presence an authority to aid (me)."
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(THE ONE FREE OF ALL WANTS)
This Name occurs so many times in the Qur'an; and a mention might
be made here of the following: "Kind words and the covering of faults
are better than charity followed by injury. Allah is Free of all wants, and
He is Most Forbearing." (Al-Baqarah 263) "but if any deny faith, Allah
stands not in need of any of His creatures." (Al Imran 97) "Thy Lord is
Self-sufficient, Full of Mercy: if it were His Will, He could destroy you,
and in your place appoint whom He will as your successors, even as He
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raised you up from the posterity of other people." (Al-An' am 133) "They
say, "Allah hath begotten a son!" Glory be to Him! He is Self-Sufficient!
His are all things in the heavens and on earth! No warrant have ye for
this! Say ye about Allah what ye know not?" (Yunus 68) "And Moses
said: "If ye show ingratitude, ye and all on earth together, yet is Allah
Free of all wants, Worthy of all praise." (Abraham 8) "O ye men! It is ye
that have need of Allah: but Allah is the One, Free of all wants, worthy
of all praise." (Fatir 15)
Allah has the whole treasures of mercy and wealth, which are
inexhaustible, never-ending, inconsumable. He has the power to provide
sustenance for the entire of his creatures, all at once, in the same way as
He has power to bestow His Mercy upon all of them, as if it is a single
soul, with no reduction of His Treasures more than that made by a
needle's dipping in the ocean.
Furthermore, He is the One, Who is completely Free from all wants.
He is not in need of anyone of His creatures, for He is Self-Sufficient,
even though all the creatures are in need of Him. That's because He has
all the characteristics of perfection and completeness, and to be sure, it is
not befitting for such as is perfect and complete to be in need of what is
imperfect and incomplete; and the nature of things necessitates that what
is incomplete should be dependently in need of that which is complete.
Glory be to Him: He has no partner, nor consort, nor son, nor helper!
Although He has created both men and jinns in order to worship Him
Alone, He in Himself is not in need of their service at all: He enjoined
upon them to worship Him Alone so that He would give them reward for
that, according to the best of their deeds, and raise them high to attain the
highest degrees.
It is narrated by Muslim on the authority of Abu Obarr: The
Messeng er of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said that
Allah "Exalted and Glorified be He" said: "O My servants, I have made
injustice unlawful for Me and unlawful for you, so do not commit
injustice against one another. 0 My servants, all of you are vulnerable
to go astray, except the one whom I guide to the right path. Ask for the
right guidance from Me so that I should direct you to the right path. 0
My servants, all of you are hungry (because of poverty) except the one
whom I feed. Ask for food from Me, so that I may give it to you. 0 My
servants, all of you are naked except the one whom I provide with
garments. Ask for clothes from Me, so that I should clothe you. 0 My
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servants, all of you commit error night and day and I am there to
forgive for you your sins. Ask forgiveness from Me so that I should
forgive you. 0 My servants, you can neither cause any harm to Me nor
can you do any good to Me. 0 My servants, even if the first amongst
you and the last amongst you and even the whole of mankind and jinns
become God-conscious like the heart of a single person of you, nothing
would add to My Power. 0 My servants, even if the first amongst you
and the last amongst you and the whole of mankind and the Jinns too
unanimously become the most wicked like the heart of a single person,
that would decrease nothing from My Power. 0 My servants, even if
the first amongst you and the last amongst you and the whole mankind
and jinns too stand in one plain ground and ask Me and I bestow upon
everyone whatever he asks for, that would in no way, cause any loss to
Me (even more) than that which a needle's dipping in the ocean could
cause. 0 My servants,· these are your deeds, which I record for you, by
which I will reward you. So he who finds good should praise Allah and
he who does not find that should blame none but himself."
The aspect of Allah's Self-Sufficiency, as having in His Possession
the whole treasures of all things in the heavens and on earth, is manifest
in His saying: "And the earth We have spread out (like a carpet); set
thereon mountains firm and immovable; and produced therein all kinds
of things in due balance. And We have provided therein means of
subsistence, for you and for those for whose sustenance ye are not
responsible. And there is not a thing but its (sources and) treasures
(inexhaustible) are with Us; but We only send down thereof in due and
ascertainable measures. And We send the fecundating winds, then cause
the rain to descend from the sky, therewith providing you with water (in
abundance), though ye are not the guardians of its stores. And verily, it is
We Who give life, and Who give death: it is We Who remain Inheritors
(after all else passes away)." (Al-Hijr 19:23)

In most cases, this Name "Al-Ghaniyy" (the One Free of all wants
and Self-Sufficient) comes in association with such characteristics as
"Al-'Haleem" (Most Forbearing), "Al-'Hameed" (Worthy of All Praise),
"Al-Kareem" (Most Generous and Honoured), etc, in confirmation of the
fact that He Almighty never proves arrogant nor niggardly nor unjust
towards His servants, unlike such as rich and wealthy from amongst
mankind: on the contrary, He Almighty sustains the obedient as well as
the disobedient, the believer as well as the non-believer, the good as well
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as the evil one; and He further forgives the sinful among them, turns in
mercy and kindness to such as turns in repentance to Him, and protects
such as seeks His Protection and Shelter: Praise be to Him for all of His
Favours and Gifts.
According to Al-Ghazali, Allah's Self-Sufficiency is Absolute in such
a way that it is not consonant with His Majesty to stick to anyone else,
for He is not in need of all of His creatures; and whoever is in need of
sticking to anyone else is, by no means, regarded as self-sufficient.
How does one acquire the etiquette of that Name?
Once man becomes well-aware of the fact that Allah Alone is the
Self-Sufficient, in Whose Possession are the whole treasures of all things
in the heavens and the earth, he soon will never take refuge but to Him,
nor will he stretch his hands in supplication and imploration but to Him
Almighty, since none barring He has power to satisfy his needs and
fulfill his desires. One should also put in mind Allah's saying: "O ye
men! It is ye that have need of Allah: but Allah is the One Free of all
wants, worthy of all praise. If He so pleased, He could blot you out and
bring in a New Creation." (Fatir 15)
To be sure, Allah Almighty loves from amongst His servants such as
turn to Him with their needs and quests, and ask Him to achieve their
desires and hopes; and it is He Who calls them to ask Him out of His
Bounty. It is narrated that if one finishes from his prayer, without asking
Allah for anything, Allah Almighty will say: "Verily, My servant has
dispensed with Me!" according to another narration: "Ask Allah (to give
you out of His Bounty), for Allah loves to be asked (by His servants)."
It is out of the good manners related to that Name that if Allah
Almighty bestows upon anyone of His servants a gift, and makes things
easy for him, he should make others, say his next of kin, companions, in
addition to the needy and the indigent, share that with him, seeing that
what he receives is out of Allah's Bounty, which He bestows upon such
as He pleases, for which he has to give thanks to Allah, theoretically by
doing whatever obligations and duties are enjoined upon him, in addition
to the words of praise and gratitude; and practically, by giving, out of
what Allah has bestowed upon him, the poor, needy and indigent, in
addition to those in need from amongst his kinsmen.
The faithful believer also has to caution to submit to the affliction of
the splendour of this present life: it is said that wealth has a very strong
effect like that of magic on hearts, and it has a hidden veil, therewith to
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cover eyes, and prevent them from seeing the truth. It is said in this issue
that Tulis took the first piece of coin to be made and put it on his eyes and
said: "He who loves you will become my slave (in his submission to my
will)." It is further said that when the pieces of money were made, Tulis
made a loud cry, with the help of which all of his assistants were
assembled, to whom he said: "Today, I have found that with which I
would not be in need of you to lead astray (whomever I like of men)."
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, it is said that whoever
repeats it so often, will become independent by virtue of Allah Almighty,
and he will further have whatever troubles and distresses he faces
averted from him by Allah's Permission and Leave.
The following supplication is important: "O Allah, Free of All
Wants, Self-Sufficient: enlarge sustenance for me, and bless me in it,
and (help me) fulfill my debt!"
The following supplication is transmitted from the Prophet: "O Allah!
I ask You (to grant me) faith, which never wavers, bliss which never
perishes" and we ask You (to bestow upon us) the company of Your
Prophet Muhammad, in the highest Gardens of Eternity.
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"O Allah, Free of all wants, Praiseworthy, Who creates from the
very beginning, and can restore (life), full of Loving-Kindness, Lord of
the Throne of Glory, Doer (without let) of all that He intends: make me
independent with what You have made lawful from what You have
made unlawful, with Your Bounty and Generosity from anyone else,
and protect me with the same (security) with which You protect the
righteous among Your servants; and help me with the same (Power)
with which You helped Your Messengers: You have power over all
things."
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AL-MUGHNI
(THE ONE WHO MAKES .INDEPENDENT)
It is up to Allah Almighty to make independent such of His servants
as He pleases, and get him free of wants and needs of others from
amongst men, by giving him wealth and property, therewith he becomes
rich and well-off enough to be in need of anyone else.
There are no occurrences in the Holy Qur'an for that Name in the
specific form in which it is written. But it comes many times in the verb
form. Consider, for example, Allah's saying: "That it is He Who giveth
wealth and satisfaction." (An-Najm 48) He further says, addressing His
Messenger: "And He found thee in need, and made thee independent."
(Ad-Duha 8) "And if ye fear poverty, soon will AJlah enrich you, if He
wills, out of His bounty, for Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise."(AtTawbah 28) "this revenge of theirs was (their) only return for the bounty
with which Allah and His Messenger had enriched them! if they repent,
it will be best for them." (At-Tawbah 74) "if they are in poverty, Allah
will give them means out of His grace: for Allah encompasseth all, and
He knoweth all things. Let those who find not the wherewithal for
marriage keep themselves chaste, until Allah gives them means out of
His grace." (An-Nur 32:33)
It is understood from the various contexts in which this Name occurs
in the Holy Qur'an, that "Al-Mughni" is Allah, Who, out of His
Generosity, Bounty, Kindness and Liberality, makes independent the
servant so much that he feels safe against poverty, as well as He satisfies
the soul until it becomes well-pleased. But, it is not necessary that to
make someone independent is to give him the chattels and pleasures of
this present life in abundance as many might think: on the contrary, it
might be by planting in the soul the love of satisfaction and pleasure to
the extent that it feels the richest and the wealthiest of those endued with
wealth and property.
To be sure, Allah, "Al-Mughni" makes independent such of His
servants as He pleases, with such of things as He likes. According to the
scholars, the best kind of independence is the soul's independence.
Indeed, all needs and quests should be sought from Allah Almighty, in
order to be given, and if they are sought from others, such will be put by
Allah to trial because of those whom he asks, whose hearts He will
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deprive of mercy, so that when the servant returns to Allah, and asks
Him once again, He Almighty then gives him what he has longing for,
and grants him sustenance without measure, from sources which he
never expects.
"Al-Mughni" is the One, Who makes His servants free of needs from
one another, so that all of their needs should be sought from Him Alone,
and not from anyone else of the creatures; for whatever any of them is
made independent and free of needs, his independence could hardly be
absolute, since he in the end is in need of the One Who makes him
independent and free from others. Furthermore, anyone of the creatures
has no power either to benefit or do harm to himself: then, how should
he have power to benefit or do harm to the others?
According to another opinion, "Al-Mughni" is the One Who makes
such of His servants as He likes self-sufficient, as much as what is most
fitting for them, in the Sight of His Perfect Wisdom and Comprehensive
Vision: "Our Lord is He Who gave to each (created) thing its form and
nature, and further, gave (it) guidance." (Ta Ha 50)
Allah Almighty then makes independent His devotees, by giving
them the right guidance; and He makes independent the inhabitants of
the universe by providing them with sustenance, from various sources
which they do not expect; and He gives everything in due measure
according to what is convenient to it, for it is He Alone, Whu has full
acquaintance of the finest secrets and mysteries.
How does one get the good manners related to that Name?
When one is sure of the fact that it is Allah Alone Who makes His
servants independent and free of needs from one another, he then comes
to depend upon Him in all of his matters, and thus dispense with anyone
else, and turn to Him Alone in invocation, supplication, and question,
copying by that the good conduct of the Messenger of Allah "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" to whom his Lord Almighty said: "Did
He not find thee an orphan and give thee shelter (and care)? And He
found thee wandering, and He gave thee guidance. And He found thee in
need, and made thee independent."
The faithful believer is not the one, whose quest is mainly concerned
with property and wealth, for indeed, the independence could never be
restricted only to wealth: satisfaction is the best and the most significant
means of independence, and whoever is granted satisfaction, has, indeed,
been given good in abundance. Thus, satisfaction and pleasure are the
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best elements of independence. Many are the wealthy ones even though
they seem in need; and many are the poor even though they seem rich.
The neediness of the wealthy and rich one appears clearly in his
greediness and aspiration for the splendour of this present life.
The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
draws our attention to this fact when he says in a correct narration on the
authority of Anas: If Adam's son had a valley full of gold, he would like
to have two valleys, for nothing fills his mouth except dust. And Allah
forgives such as repents to Him.
It is narrated by Al-Bukhari on the authority of Hakim Ibn Hizam: I
asked The Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" (for some
money) and he gave me, and then again I asked him and he gave me, and
then again I asked him and he gave me and he then said: "This wealth is
(like) green and sweet (fruit), and whoever takes it without greed, Allah
will bless it for him, but whoever takes it with greed, Allah will not bless
it for him, and he will be like the one who eats but is never satisfied. And
the upper (giving) hand is better than the lower (taking) hand."
It is further narrated on the authority of Abdullah: The Prophet
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "Who among you
considers the wealth of his heirs dearer to him than his own wealth?"
They replied: "O Allah's Apostle! There is none among us but loves his
own wealth more." The Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon
him" said: "So his wealth is whatever he spends (in Allah's Cause)
during his life (on good deeds) while the wealth of his heirs is whatever
he leaves after his death."
It is narrated on the authority of Abu Dharr: The Prophet "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" said: "I would not like to have gold
equal to this mountain of Uhud, unless nothing of it, not even a single
Dinar of it remains with me for more than three days, except something
which I will keep for repaying debts. I would have spent all of it
(distributed it) amongst Allah's Slaves like this, and like this, and like
this." The Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" pointed out
with his hand towards his right, his left and his back (while illustrating
it). He proceeded with his walk and said: "The rich are in fact the poor
(little rewarded) on the Day of Resurrection except those who spend
their wealth like this, and like this, and like this, to their right, left and
back, but such people are few in number."
But, the true faithful believer is the one, who asks Allah only for the
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Good Pleasure; and once he is granted it, he in fact has been given the
best of this life, in addition to the best of the hereafter: "Whoever works
righteousness, man or woman, and has Faith, verily, to him will We give
a new Life, a life that is good and pure, and We will bestow on such their
reward according to the best of their actions." (An-Nahl 97)
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, it is said that whoever
recites it regularly, becomes independent with Allah Almighty from
anyone else. It is relevant to relate the following supplication in the
shade of this Name: "O Allah: Most Magnificent, Most High, Most
Supreme: we ask You to make us in need of You, and independent with
You (of anyone else from amongst Your creatures), until we see none
but You: be kind to us pertaining to both in such a way as You know it is
fitting for Your devotees, and dress us the garments of (Your) Protection
in our breaths and moments (of life i.e. in all of what we do and say),
and make us (sincere) servants to You in all of our states, and grant us
(some) knowledge from Your Presence, with the help of which we
become straight in our life and death.
0 my God! How should anyone else other than You be expected (to
fulfill our needs), and You have never desisted from the habit of Being
Kind and Generous (towards Your servants)? How should anyone else
other than You be asked, and You have never changed the custom of
bestowing gifts and favours (upon Your servants)? It is You Who always
take the initiative of showing kindness (towards Your creatures) even
before the worshippers tum to You (in invocation and question); and it is
You Who give gifts (in abundance) even before the petitioners ask You."

,!J41 ':11.lf.!.' Ui.i- .!1i ~IJ ~1 Jl.Q':/1 .!LI\...; 'J:'? 4 ~ 4 ~ 4 -iii 4»
~\.A.i~I ~ ~I ~~ WIJ ,!}':JIJ c) ~ ~ 'WJ 4-:i ~ ~IJ
i)

~lS ~ ~ l.Jp .!).;..ll 1.r l:...kJ ,.:;..':/lJ..1 if.

i) .!LI 1~

~IJ ,.:;..lla:o..lJIJ

.«.::..WIJ
~1'.>L>-)'1 o.>t&. ~ t.. ~TJ !l1,...

i.f:".J!.

~

VI

ijP>

~ c)b'ill i.>\&. ..:.J~ \...1!.JtJ !l.,d-1.r ~ ~J
~

J:i

1.r

ltlla..J4 .>1.,,.J:-1 l!.JTJ

,~~WI ~ y

J:i

l.r

c:>L--)'4 ts.>\.:ll l!.JT
.«~UJI

336

Allah's Most Beautiful Names

AL-MANI'

(THE ONE WHO WITHHOLD S)
There are no occurrences for that Name in the Qur'an. But it is the
ninetieth among the series of Allah's Most Beautiful Names according to
the narration of the Messenger of Allah. lbn Manzhur gives it two
meanings: the first is clear from the statement of the Messenger of Allah
in a correct narration: "O Allah! There is none to withhold whatever You
give; and there is none to give whatever You withhold." That's because
He gives such of His servants as is worthy of being given, and withholds
from such of them as is not fitting for being given. In other words, He
gives such as He wills, and withholds from such as He wills; and He
never deals unjustly with anyone of His servants in both cases.
The other meaning is that He Almighty withholds the enemies of
those of faith to overpower them. In this way, He Almighty protects His
devotees from being harmed by their enemies, whom He puts to
humiliation and shame; and happy is him, who receives such Protection
of Allah; and wretched and despised is him, who does not, for indeed, he
is of those given to destruction.
According to some scholars, "Al-Mani'" is the One, Who averts all
causes of defect pertaining to religion, body and power, and rather
creates those which delivers from destruction and defects. It is He, Who
brings some things to being, and withholds others, and gives everything
with due measure what is most fitting for it: Glory be to Him: He makes
many independent and others given to neediness and poverty; raises
many high in position, and brings others low; gives many (out of His
Bounty), and withholds (from others); makes some blessed and happy,
and others wretched and miserable. In short, He does give and Withhold.
There are many Holy Verses, which refer to the main significance of
that Name, even though it is not mentioned in them in its very form.
Concerning the meaning of protection granted to Allah's devotees and
such as have faith in Him, He Almighty says: "Or have they gods that
can guard them from Us? They have no power to aid themselves, nor can
they be defended from Us." (Al-Anbiya 43)
According to some men of knowledge, "Al-Mani"' is the One, Who
withholds distresses and disasters to befall such as He likes, out of His
Care for them; and He also withholds the gifts from such as He wills, by
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way of putting them to trial, or out of His Protecting and Guarding them
(against the evil of themselves, and the affliction of the splendour of
life).
Al-Ghazali is of the opinion that "Al-Mani"' (the One Who
withholds) has the meaning of "Al- 'Hafeez" (the Preserver and
Guardian), in the sense that if one is well-acquainted with the concept of
the latter, surely, he comes to understand well the meaning of the former.
But Withholding is pertinent to the causes of destruction; and Preserving
is pertinent to such as is guarded and preserved from such destruction.
Thus, since the purpose of withholding is to preserve, then, every
preserver is withholder, who averts (the causes of evil), even though it is
not that every withholder is a preserver, unless he is to prevent
absolutely from all causes of destruction and imperfection, which in the
end involves preserving and guarding.
How does one get the etiquette of that Name?
One should withhold himself to be given to destruction: he has to
recite that Name repeatedly, in order to keep back from himself all
causes of damage, at the top of which stand the lusts and desires, which
lead him to destruction. One's soul is also inclined to be subject to its
desires and lusts, and enjoy of what is pleasurable to an extent, too great
to make it forget even whatever obligations and duties are enjoined upon
it.
It is taken for granted that every act of disobedience refers originally
to one's good pleasure upon his own soul, to which he submits in
fulfillment of its desires and lusts; as well as every act of obedience,
chastity and piety refers to one's displeasure with his own self, in
opposition to whose desires and lusts he stands firmly, at least as much
as is within his capacity. That's because it is the good pleasure which
makes the eye too blind to see the defects and the points of weakness and
imperfection.
When the righteous among people strove their utmost in resistance of
the desires and inclinations of their own souls, they succeeded to attain
the highest stations of estimation in the Sight of Allah, at which He
Almighty granted them from the Light of His Glory, and disclosed to
them a great portion of His Secrets. According to some knowledgeable
men, if one does not often put his own soul to suspicion for reckoning;
and if he agrees with it in all the states; and if he does not withhold it
from its pleasures, he then proves to be arrogant. On the contrary, if one
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regards his own soul with admiration to some extent, he wiJI have given
it to destruction.
What one learns in the shade of that Name is that if he is forbidden
something by Allah Almighty, it is due to His Perfect Wisdom which
none knows barring He. To be sure, withholding something in so many
cases leads to giving more and more: that's, Allah Almighty saves the
faithful believer from the evil effect of the splendour of this life, by
holding it back from ensnaring him. According to the following
narration, "When Allah Almighty loves a servant, He protects him from
the (splendour of this) world, in the same way as anyone of you saves a
patient from what is harmful."
For this reason, the faithful believer should not grieve if the splendour
of this life is kept back from him, for this withholding is indeed out of
Allah's Mercy towards him. It should be known that giving by anyone
other than Allah Almighty is but forbiddance; and that withholding by
Allah Almighty, in case one is well-pleased with it, and thus he keeps
patient on it, is out of His Bounty and Kindness. There is nothing better
than the abstinence from this world, even though one has the power and
wherewithal to enjoy of its pleasures and delights; and this was the
conduct of Umar lbn Al-Khattab.
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, it is reported that
sticking to it removes desertion from the hearts of people towards one
another. The following supplication is relevant in this respect: "O my
God! It is You Who withhold; and Your Withholding in the sight of the
righteous among people is a gift given (by You to them); and You are
the One Who gives; and Your giving, in the sight of such as celebrate
Your Praises, is the best favour given (by You): remove from our hearts
the veils of heedlessness in order that we would know and follow the
truth regularly; and help us (overpower) our own souls, in order that we
would hold them back from their lusts and desires; and aid us against
such as deviate (from the truth) so that we would prevent them from
doing what is rejected (by the religion): You have power over all things."
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AD-DARR

~Jl

(THE ONE WHO DECREES EVIL)
According to the concept of the learnt men, it is up to Allah Almighty
to decree evil or harm to such of His servants as He likes, in the very
way and manner He wills, in accordance with His Perfect Wisdom and
Justice: He afflicts with illness and disease, makes poor and needy,
makes wretched and miserable, withholds things from, and even causes
to destruction whomever He pleases, whenever and wherever He pleases.
It is He Alone Who preordains all things even before their coming to
being. He predestines the causes of evil to strike whomever He likes,
either by way of putting him to trial, therewith his sins would be plotted
out, or by way of testing, therewith he would be raised high in rank.
However, this Name often occurs in association with its antonym "AnNafi'" (the One Who decrees good).
The nature of things, and the order of perfection necessitate that there
should be both good and evil, harm and benefit, damage and profit; for
indeed, things could be only clearly distinguished through their
opposites.
Although this Name does not occur in the Qur'an, there are some
references to its significance, as shown for example in Allah's statement,
addressing the faithful believers, who were defeated on the holy battle of
Uhud: "If a wound hath touched you, be sure a similar wound hath
touched the others. Such days (of varying fortunes) we give to men and
men by turns: that Allah may know those that believe, and that He may
take to Himself from your ranks martyr-witnesses (to Truth). And Allah
loveth not those that do wrong." (Al lmran 140) He further says: "No
misfortune can happen on earth or in your souls but is recorded in a
decree before We bring it into existence: that is truly easy for Allah: In
order that ye may not despair over matters that pass you by, nor exult
over favours bestowed upon you. For Allah loveth not any vainglorious
boaster." (Al-Hadid 22:23)
According to Ibn Al-Athir, "Ad-Darr" is the One Who causes harm
and does evil to such of His servants as He pleases, in accordance with a
certain reason depending upon His Perfect Wisdom, which none has
power to attain. That's because it is He Alone Who has created all
things, their good and evil, their beneficial and harmful~ but it is not
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proper to us to attribute evil or harm to Him Almighty, even though He
decrees it, in imitation of the conduct of our father Abraham, who said:
"And when I am ill, it is He Who cures me." (Ash-Shu'ara 80) in this
way, he predicated illness to himself, and the treatment to Allah
Almighty. In confirmation to that concept, Allah Almighty says:
"Whatever good, (0 man!) happens to thee, is from Allah; but whatever
evil happens to thee, is from thy (own) soul. And We have sent thee as a
Messenger to (instruct) mankind. And enough is Allah for a witness."
(An-Nisa 79)
Allah here addresses all people in general, though through the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him",
expressing that what all goodness one receives is out of Allah's bounty,
mercy, grace, and all evil with which one is stricken comes from his own
doing and work, as shown in His saying: "Whatever misfortune happens
to you, is because of the things your hands have wrought, and for many
(of them) He grants forgiveness." (Ash-Shura 30) Qatadah said:
Whatever evil befalls you 0 mankind results from your own soul, as a
punishment for your sins. It is mentioned to us that the Messenger of
Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "Nothing such as a
stick scratch, a stumble, or even a harm of honour but that it is (as a
punishment) for one's sin, and what Allah forgives is much more."
It is narrated in both Sahibs that the Messenger of Allah "AJlah 's
blessing and peace be upon him" said: "By Him, in Whose Hand is my
soul! No distress, nor calamity, nor fatigue afflicts a faithful believer,
even (as little as) a wound of a thorny, but that with which Allah plots
out of his sins."
It is narrated by Ibn Abu Hatim on the authority of Mutarrif Ibn
Abdullah that he said: What do you have to do with the Divine Decree?
Is it not sufficient for you the Holy Verse in the Surah of Women in
which Allah says: "If some good befalls them, they will say: "This is
from Allah", but if evil afflicts them, they will say: "This is from thee (0
prophet)." Say: "All things are from Allah""? by Allah! They did not
account for Divine Decree, though they were ordered to do, and to which
their final destination is inevitably to return.
He Almighty says: "Every soul shall have a taste of death: and We
test you by evil and by good by way of trial. To Us must ye return." (AlAnbiya 35) for this reason, whoever is given good for which he praises
Allah Almighty, has, indeed, been prosperous; and whoever is befallen
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by evil, for which he patiently perseveres has also, indeed, been
prosperous.
According to Al-Ghazali, the One by Whose Leave and Permission
both good and evil happen is Allah Alone, and none barring He could
dare to claim that for himself. He Almighty causes both to happen either
by means of something or not. Based on that, do not think then that
poison, for example, does kill by itself, or that food does satisfy and
cause benefit to anyone by itself, or that anyone of Allah's creatures,
such as the Evil Ones amongst men and jinns, stars, etc, has power to do
benefit or cause damage by itself: on the contrary, all of that are no more
than ways and causes subjugated by Allah to do whatever He likes,
pertaining to good and evil.
In other words, no good nor distress could befall anyone but ~y
Allah's Leave and Permission; and this is confirmed clearly in Allah's
Statement on the tongue of His Prophet Muhammad, whom He ordered
to address his people saying: "I have no power over any good or harm to
myself except as Allah willeth. If I had knowledge of the unseen, I
should have multiplied all good, and no evil should have touched me: I
am but a warner, and a bringer of glad tidings to those who have faith."
(Al-A'raf 188) "I have no power over any harm or profit to myself
except as Allah willeth. To every People is a term appointed: when their
term is reached, not an hour can they cause delay, nor (an hour) can they
advance (it in anticipation)." (Yunus 49) He further says: "And ye have
no good thing but is from Allah; and moreover, when ye are touched by
distress, unto Him ye cry with groans." (An-Nahl 53)
When Allah Almighty afflicts su<>h of His servants as He pleases with
a calamity or distress, His Plan is either to train him in patience and
forbearance, or to plot out of his sins, or to punish him in the world,
because of his indulgence in something, in confirmation to His saying:
"Whatever misfortune happens to you, is because of the things your
hands have wrought, and for many (of them) He grants forgiveness."
(Ash-Shura 30) It is certain that the punishment in the world is out of
Allah's Mercy and Kindness towards His servants, for to receive it in the
world is, by all measures, much easier than to receive it in the hereafter.
Allah Almighty never intends pain to befall such of His servants as
He pleases but it is for his own interest, out of Allah's Bounty and
Generosity, and not by way of obligation enjoined upon Him. Do you
not consider His saying to Muhammad, the dearest of the whole creation

342

Allah's Most Beautiful Names

to Him: "Now await in patience the Command of they Lord: for verily
thou art in Our eyes: and celebrate the praises of they Lord the while
thou standest forth"? (At-Tur 48) In short, as well as Allah Almighty
accustoms you to what you love, you should then keep constantly patient
for what He loves.
How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
To be sure, one should learn here how to face whatever distresses and
calamities that might befall him: i.e. to face it with firm patience and
constant perseverance, expecting the reward of that from Allah
Almighty, Who gives such as do so the glad tidings of His Rewards to
them in great abundance: "O ye My servants who believe! fear your
Lord. Good is (the reward) for those who do good in this world.
Spacious is Allah's earth! those who patiently persevere will truly
receive a reward without measure!" (Az-Zumar 10)
Based upon that, if a distress befalls anyone, and he knows, with
certainty, that it is not to befall him but by Allah's Leave and Will,
because of which , he keeps patient, expecting the reward from Allah
Almighty, it is incumbent upon Allah to guide him aright, and
recompense him for what he has lost in the world, with sincere assurance
of faith, and moreover, He might give him the like or even more than
what he has been deprived of. According to Ibn Abbas, if one believes in
Allah Almighty, Allah guides his heart to the certainty of faith, therewith
to know that what befell him was not to fail to befall him, since it was by
Allah's Decree, and what failed to befall him was not to befall him, since
it was by Allah's Leave and Will. According to Sa'id Ibn Jubair and
Muqatil, whoever believes in Allah He guides his heart to do what is
right, i.e. to say: "We all are to Allah, to Whom we will return."
It is narrated by Muslim and others that the Messenger of Allah
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "Wonderful is the
believer: Never does Allah issue a Decree for him but it is a (reason for)
good for him: if a calamity befalls him, and he keeps patient, it will be (a
reason for) good for him; and if he receives a favour and he thanks
(Allah for it), it will be (a cause of) good for him; and this (privilege) is
for none but the faithful believer."
But, how should man deal with the calamity once he receives it. No
doubt, observing patience at the first stroke is very important; and the
Messenger of Allah draws our attention to its great significance. It is
narrated by Al-Bukhari on the authority of Anas: The Prophet "Allah's
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blessing and peace be upon him" passed by a woman who was weeping
beside a grave. He told her to fear Allah and be patient. She said to him:
"Go away, for you have not been afflicted with a calamity like mine."
And she did not recognize him. Then she was informed that he was The
Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him". so she went to the
house of The Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" and
there she did not find any guard. Then she said to him: "I did not
recognize you." He said: "Verily, the patience is at the first stroke of a
calamity."
As to the celebration of Allah in the shade of that Name, Allah
Almighty invites us to turn to Him in question and invocation, and take
shelter to Him once we are stricken by a distress, in order that He would
avert it from us.
The following supplication is significant: "O Allah! Make us wellpleased with Your Decision, and help us keep patient on (doing what
leads us to) Your obedience, and (refraining from those leading to) Your
disobedience, and the lusts that lead us to be imperfect (in religion) and
far from Your Presence; and endow us with the (knowledge of the)
reality of faith in You, so that we would never fear anyone else other
than You, nor would we have hope in anyone other than You, nor would
we worship anything else other than You.
Verily, Jacob complained to You, and You delivered him from his
grief, restored to him his sight which he had lost, and joined him to
(Joseph) his son. Of old Noah called upon You (to help him) and You
delivered him from his distress. Later, Job called upon You (to cure
him), and You removed his ailment and neediness from him. Jonah
called upon You, and You delivered him from his disaster. Zakariyya
called upon You, and You granted him a son from his loin, after his wife
(who proved barren) had attained her menopause, and he himself had
grown too old to (have sexual relation therewith to) beget a son. You
knew well whatever distress that befell Abraham, whom You delivered
from the fire of his enemies; and You delivered Lut and his family
(except his wife) from the penalty that smote his people.
Here I'm, Your servant: if you punish me with whatever I know of
Your Torment, I'm sure to deserve that; and if You bestow mercy upon
me, ·in spite of my wicked transgression, in the same way as You
bestowed mercy upon them, You are more fitting, Generous and
Bountiful to do so. Indeed, in no case is Your Generosity exclusive to
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such as obeys You, and turns to You in service: it is too all-embracing to
include such of Your creatures as You please, even though he disobeys
You, and turns away from You. 0 our Lord! Surely we've wronged
ourselves, and if You do not forgive for us, and bestow mercy upon us,
we would indeed be among the losers."
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There are certain supplications, with which many Prophets
supplicated Allah, Who responded to them, and delivered them from
evil:
Consider, for example, the cry of Job to his Lord: "Truly distress has
seized me, But Thou art the Most Merciful of those that are Merciful."
"So We listened to him: We removed the distress that was on him, and
We restored his people to him, and doubled their number, as a Grace
from Ourselves, and a thing for commemoration, for all who serve Us."
(Al-Anbiya 83:84)
The Prophet Jonah said while being inside the belly of the fish:
"There is no god but Thou: glory to Thee: I was indeed wrong!" No
doubt, Allah hearkened to his invocation as shown in His saying: "So
We listened to him: and delivered him from distress: and thus do We
deliver those who have faith."(Al-Anbiya 88)
Zakariyya invoked Allah: "O my Lord! leave me not without
offspring, though Thou art the best of inheritors." "So We listened to
him: and We granted him Yahya: We cured his wife's (barrenness) for
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him. These (three) were ever quick in emulation in good works; they
used to call on Us with love and reverence, and humble themselves
before Us." (89:90)
When the believing one belonging to the people of Pharaoh invoked
his Lord Almighty, after Pharaoh and his retinue threatened to punish
him severely, and then kill him: "My (own) affair I commit to Allah: for
Allah (ever) watches over His Servants." ''Then Allah saved him from
(every) ill that they plotted (against him), but the brunt of the Penalty
encompassed on all sides the People of Pharaoh." (Ghafir 44:45)
Similarly, when the faithful believers at the time of the Messenger of
Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" were told that a great
army had been mobilized against them, this but increased them in faith,
and they cried to Allah saying: "For us Allah sufficeth, and He is the best
disposer of affairs." "And they returned with Grace and Bounty from
Allah; no harm ever touched them: for they followed the good pleasure
of Allah: and Allah is the Lord of bounties unbounded." (Al lmran
173:174)

(THE ONE WHO DOES GOOD)
According to Ibn Manzhur, "An-Nati"' is He, Who does benefit and
good to such of His creatures as He pleases, since He is the Creator of
both benefit and harm, good and evil. It is He, from Whom all things
related to goodness and profit gush forth, pertaining to religion and life:
Glory be to Him! It is He Alone, the Giver of health and power,
independence, self-sufficiency and richness, right guidance and piety.
This Name is not mentioned in this form in the Holy Qur'an. But
there are statements, which refer to its significance; and a mention might
be made here of the following: "Nor call on any, other than Allah, such
will neither profit thee nor hurt thee: if thou dost, behold! thou shalt
certainly be of those who do wrong. If Allah do touch thee with hurt,
there is none can remove it but He: if He do design some benefit for
thee, there is none can keep back His favour: He causeth it to reach
whomsoever of His servants He pleaseth. And He is the Oft-Forgiving,
Most Merciful." (Yunus 106: 107)
From this point of view, nothing could dare to do good to anyone, nor
even touch with harm anyone barring Allah Almighty; and this was the
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same argument used by the Prophet Abraham, in order to show his
people how mistaking they were in their service of such as neither
benefit nor harm anyone: "Do ye then worship, besides Allah, things that
can neither be of any good to you nor do you harm?" (Al-Anbiya 66)
On the other hand, both "Ad-Darr" and "An-Nati"' are of the
Names that affirm the matter of monotheism. That's because neither
good nor evil, neither benefit nor harm could befall anyone except by
Allah's Leave and Decision: whoever is well-pleased with that, lives then
in the state of happiness and bliss; and whoever objects to that, falls into
error, and destruction becomes his lot.
In this connection, it is narrated that the first thing to be written in the
Preserved Tablet is: "I'm Allah: there is no god (to be worshipped or
taken) other than I: whoever is not well-pleased with My Decision, nor
keeps patient on My Trial, nor gives thanks for My Favours, let him then
seek another Lord (and of course, there is no Lord other than Allah
Almighty).
According to Ar-Razi, "Ad-Darr" is the One, Who touches with
harm and damage the unbelievers and infidels, through whatever sorts
and ways of punishment and torment He has prepared for them; and
"An-Nati"' is He, Who does good for the benefit and profit of the
faithful believers, through whatever kinds of bliss He has prepared for
them. To be sure, there are so many aspects of benefit and profit in this
life, as shown in Allah's saying: And cattle He has created for you
(men): from them ye derive warmth, and numerous benefits, and of their
(meat) ye eat." (An-Nahl 5) " and We sent down Iron, in which is
(material for) mighty war, as well as many benefits for mankind, that
Allah may test who it is that will help, unseen, Him and His Messengers:
for Allah is Full of Strength, Exalted in Might (and able to enforce His
Will)." (Al-Hadid 25) "That they may witness the benefits (provided) for
them, and celebrate the name of Allah, through the Days Appointed,
over the cattle which He has provided for them (for sacrifice): then eat
ye thereof and feed the distressed ones in want." (Al-Hajj 28) " And they
have (other) profits from them (besides), and they get (milk) to drink.
Will they not then be grateful?" (Ya Sin 73) " And there are (other)
advantages in them for you (besides); that ye may through them attain to
any need (there may be) in your hearts; and on them and on ships ye are
carried. "(Ghafir 80)
Those Holy Verses refer to the numerous benefits and profits Allah
11
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Almighty has bestowed upon mankind in this world: it is sufficient that
·He Almighty has made subject to his service all things in the heavens
and the earth, such as the celestial bodies, trees, mountains, oceans,
rivers, cattle, etc; and even the angels, who declare the Praises of Allah
in the heaven, are subjugated by Allah for the benefit of mankind, as
shown in His saying: " For each (such person) there are (angels) in
succession. Before and behind him: they guard him by command of
Allah." (Ar-Ra'd 11) He further says: " He is the Irresistible, (watching)
from above over His worshippers, and He sets guardians over you. At
length, when death approaches one of you, Our angels take his soul, and
they never fail in their duty." (Al-An'am 61)
Furthermore, the angels' benefit for mankind goes as far as to ask for
Allah's Forgiveness for such as believe in Him, and turn to Him in
willful submission: " Those who sustain the Throne (of Allah) and those
around it sing Glory and Praise to their Lord; believe in Him; and
implore forgiveness for those who believe: "Our Lord! Thy Reach is
over all things, in Mercy and Knowledge. Forgive, then, those who turn
in Repentance, and follow thy Path; and preserve them from the Penalty
of the Blazing Fire! And grant, our Lord! that they enter the Gardens of
Eternity, which Thou hast promised to them, and to the righteous among
their fathers, their wives, and their posterity! for Thou art (He), the
Exalted in Might, Full of Wisdom. And preserve them from (all) ills; and
any whom Thou dost preserve from ills that Day, on them wilt Thou
have bestowed Mercy indeed: and that will be truly (for them) the
highest Achievement."" (Ghafir 7:9) He further says: " The heavens are
almost rent asunder from above them (by His Glory): and the angels
celebrate the Praises of their Lord, and pray for forgiveness for all beings
on earth: behold! verily Allah is He, the Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful."
(Ash-Shura 5)
But even, if you leave all of those benefits and turn to yourself, in
order to consider with scrutiny every organ of your body, beginning
from the senses of seeing, hearing, tasting, touching and smelling,
passing through the faculty of understanding, ending with the various
systems within your body: could you be acquainted with the value and
significance of each of them? are there not in all of that benefits and
profits for mankind, for which he should turn to Allah in thanks and
praises?
Allah Almighty draws our attention to reflect the various aspects of
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the benefits and advantages He bestows upon us within our bodies when
He says: " As also in your own selves: will ye not then see?" (AdhDhariyat 21)
He further prompts us to know how those organs enjoin upon
mankind to affirm the Oneness of Allah, in His criticism of the pagans
and polytheists, who take as gods false deities, which have no power to
do anything: " Have they feet to walk with? Or hands to lay hold with?
Or eyes to see with? Or ears to hear with? Say: "Call your 'god-partners',
scheme (your worst) against me, and give me no respite!"" (Al-A'raf
195)
How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
Once man is well-aware of the fact that Allah Almighty is the Only
One Who does good, for the benefit of His servants, and gives them what
is most convenient to them, he soon comes to put his trust in Him Alone,
rely on Him Alone, and turn to Him Alone, and give thanks to Him
Alone for all of His benefits, profits and advantages He bestows upon
mankind in all sides, which are at his hand. Do you not see how Allah
Almighty criticizes those who take as gods such as have no power either
to benefit nor to harm, either to do good nor to do evil to anyone; for
such a powerless thing should not be taken as god, nor should one turn to
it in service, in derogation of the One, Who has the power to do all that
He intends and plans: it is Allah Alone, Who should be worshipped apart
from anything else to be ascribed to Him.
On the other hand, man has to strive his utmost to be beneficial to
those surrounding him; and he has not to desist from employing his
power and faculties bestowed upon him by Allah Almighty in the service
of others, as much as is within his capacity. To be sure, doing benefit to
others is a further favour bestowed upon such as does it. According to a
certain narration, the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" said: "Only a single step you take in fulfillment of the interest
of your brother, whether it has or has not been fulfilled, is much better in
the Sight of Allah Almighty than to practice l'tikaf (stay in seclusion) in
this mosque of mine."
It is reported that once the Prophet Moses complained to Allah of
toothache, thereupon He Almighty inspired to him to take some of such
and such an herb and put it on his premolar tooth. When he did so, the
pain vanished immediately. Some time later, he came to suffer from the
same pain, thereupon he took from the same herb and put it on his
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premolar tooth, but the pain was aggravated. He asked his Lord: "O my
God! It is not that You have ordered me to do so, to which You have
guided me?" Allah Almighty inspired to Moses: "O Moses! I'm the One
Who cures and gives health (to such as I like); and I'm the One Who
touches with harm and benefit. In the first time, you turned to Me, so I
removed the ailment from you; and now you turned to the herb, and not
to Me."
From this narration, one should learn to turn in all of his needs and
desires to Allah Almighty, for it is He Alone Who has the power to do
good or evil, do harm or benefit to such of His servants as He pleases.
He Almighty Alone is the Best Disposer of Affairs, and in His hand are
all the keys of commandments.
As to the celebratio n of Allah by that Name, it is said that reciting
the Name "An-Nati "' so often has a positive effect upon the body and
health.
The following supplication is relevant: "O my God! You always do
good for the benefit of all (the inhabitants of) the worlds, towards whom
You bestow Your Mercy: I ask You to show me the Light of Your Name
"An-Nafi'", so that I would never rely upon anyone else other than You:
0 (Allah) my Protector, (Whose Generosity and Kindness are) AllEmbracing; and make me beneficial to all of Your servants, well-pleased
with all that You intend (and do): You have power over all things."
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(THE LIGHT)
This Name occurs in the Qur'an in one of the Surahs, Whose Name is
taken from Allah's Name "An-Nur"; and this is in Allah's saying: " Allah
is the Light of the heavens and the earth. The parable of His Light is as if
there were a Niche and within it a Lamp: the Lamp enclosed in Glass;
the glass as it were a brilliant star: lit from a blessed Tree, an Olive,
neither of the East nor of the West, whose Oil is well-nigh luminous,
though fire scarce touched it: Light upon Light! Allah doth guide whom
He wills to His Light: Allah doth set forth Parables for men: and Allah

350

Allah's Most Beautiful Names

doth know all things." (An-Nur 35)
According to lbn Al-Athir, the Light is that with which the blind
could see, and such as in error could be guided aright to the straight way.
It is further said that what is evident in itself, which has the power to
make clear anything is called Light. It is one of Allah's Characteristics.
"An-N ur" (the light) here refers, according to lbn Abbas, to
guidance, and thus Allah is the Guide of the inhabitants of both the
heavens and the earth. It is He Who disposes of everything in them, with
their stars, sun and moon. According to As-Suddi, with Allah's Light,
both the heavens and the earth have become luminous. It is narrated in
both Sahibs on the authority of lbn Abbas: Whenever The Prophet
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" got up for (Tahajjud) prayer at
night, he used to supplicate Allah as saying: "O Allah! All the praises be
to You; You are the Holder of the Heavens and the Earth, and whatever
is in them. All the praises be to You; You have the possession of the
Heavens and the Earth and whatever is in them. All the praises be to
You; You are the Light of the Heavens and the Earth."
The similitude of Allah's Guidance installed in the heart of the
faithful believer is, in luminosity, brilliance and radiance, like a niche,
having a lamp in glass, and the example of the Holy Qur'an he receives,
with whatever true and right laws and principles it contains is, in
pureness and transparency, like a good oil, which is void of any kind of
impurities. This glass looks like a bright shining star, whose light is
permanent, since it stems from a blessed tree of olive, placed in the
middle, not to the furthest East nor to the furthest West, so that the sun's
ray remains on it as long as it could be, from the beginning of the day
until its end, with the result that its oil becomes much purer and more
brilliant.
His saying: "Light upon Light" refers to the believer's deed and
faith. It also might refer to the light of the fire and the light of the oil. It
suggests that the faithful believer has five types of light in which he
turns: his speech is light, his deed is light, his entrance (into the world) is
light, his exit (from it) is light, and his destiny will be to the light on the
Day of Judgement, i.e. to the Garden.
No doubt, Allah Almighty sets forth similitudes for whomever He
wills, i.e. He guides to His Light whomever He pleases, and He knows
well those worthy of being guided aright, and those apt to be led astray.
In this connection, it is narrated by Ahmad on the authority of Abu Sa'id

An-Nur (The Light)

351

Al-Khudri that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be
upon him" said: ''The hearts are of four (types): one is pure (of hatred
and resentment), having (light) like a lamp which is flourishing; one is
wrapped, tied up upon its wrapping; one is turned down; and one is twofaced. The pure heart is the believer's, whose lamp has the light of his
(faith); the wrapped heart is that of the unbeliever; the heart which is
turned down is that of the hypocrite, who knew (the truth) and then he
came to reject it; and the two-faced heart is that, which has both faith and
hypocrisy: the example of the faith therein is like a grain provided by
sweet water, and the example of the hypocrisy therein is like a sore,
provided by both buss and blood: which of both prevails over the other,
will cause any (of both faith and hypocrisy) to prevail in it."
To be sure, the Light as being one of Allah's Characteristics does not
refer to that physical luminosity, seen by the sight, for He Almighty is
beyond the vision: it is that, with which both the heavens and the earth,
and all of what they contain stand. But this does not contradict the fact
that His Veil is of Light, as affirmed by the Messenger of Allah in many
narrations.
In this connection, it is narrated by Muslim on the authority of
Abu Dharr: I asked The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and
peace be upon him": "Did you see your Lord?" he replied: "(His veil
is) light, then how could I see Him (Allah)?"
It is further narrated on the authority of Abu Musa: The Messenger of
Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" addressed us with five
things. He said: "Allah never sleeps, and He is not to sleep; He lowers
and raises the scale (of balance); the night's deeds are raised to Him
before those of the day; and the day's deeds are raised to Him before
those of the night; and His veil is the light; and had He removed it, the
splendour of His face would have burnt His creatures as far as His sight
could reach."
According to Mujahid, the Light refers also to the fact that He
Almighty adorns the heavens with such brilliant and shining celestial
bodies as the stars, and the earth with such men of knowledge as
Messengers and religious scholars, who are the real heirs of the
Prophets, in addition to the faithful righteous believers.
According to some learnt men, since the Light is evident by nature,
which makes things clear to the eye, then, it is that which brings things
out of the darkness of nonexistence into the light of existence. In this
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way, Allah's Existence gives light to all things He has created.
Furthermore, it is He Who has provided all things with both physical and
spiritual lights; and thus He is the Light which removes every darkness,
and the One Who makes evident what is hidden; as well as He is the
Light of both the heavens and the earth. It is He Who has given light to
the hearts of such as celebrate the Praises of Him with the Luminosity of
His Remembrance, and brought to life the souls of the righteous and
pious ones with the light of His Knowledge.
Glory be to Him: He is beyond vision, so that He could be described;
but the people come to know Him with the help of the Light which He
spreads widely in the whole existence, and the righteous ones come to
know Him with the help of the Light He casts in their hearts. When the
souls of the righteous succeed to ascend to His Presence, they will be
driven to oceans of Lights; and if He Almighty removes the Veil (of
Light) to such of His Servants as He specially loves, and He invites them
to Him, they will see Him with the Light of His Nature, Whose Quality
and position are beyond description: but they will speak privately to their
Lord from behind the Light Veils.
According to Al-Ghazali, since there is no darkness graver than that
of nonbeing, then, the One Who brings things out of the darkness of
non being into the light of being has more claim to be called "Light".
When it is said that Allah Almighty is the Light of both the heavens and
the earth, it means He is the Causer of their being, i.e. their Creator, Who
has brought them out of the darkness of nonexistence into the light of
existence. Furthermore, as well as there is no atom of the sun but that it
signifies the existence of the sun itself, there is no atom of the beings of
both the heavens and the earth but that it is a sign of the Existence of the
Causer of Being.
On the other hand, the Light refers to the truth and faith, in contrast
with the darkness of ignorance and disbelief: with the help of the Divine
Scriptures, and the Prophets and Messengers, Allah Almighty took
mankind from the darkness of error and ignorance into the light of truth
and faith: "Praise be to Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth,
and made the Darkness and the Light." (Al-An'am 1) He further says:
"Allah is the protector of those who have faith: from the depths of
darkness He will lead them forth into light." (Al-Baqarah 256)
Sometimes, Allah Almighty describes His Divine Scriptures He
revealed unto His Messengers as the Light, since with the help of them
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the people have been brought out of the depths of darkness of ignorance
of disbelief into the light of truth and faith. He Almighty says pertaining
to the Holy Qur' an: "O mankind! Verily there hath come to you a
convincing proof from your Lord: for We have sent unto you a light (that
is) manifest." (An-Nisa 174) He further says: "So it is those who believe
in him, honour him, help him, and follow the Light which is sent down
with him, it is they who will prosper." (Al-A'raf 157)
He says in description of the Torah: "It was We who revealed the
Law (to Moses): therein was guidance and light. By its standard have
been judged the Jews, by the Prophets who bowed (as in Islam) to
Allah's Will." (Al-Ma'idah 44) concerning the Gospel, He says: "And
in their footsteps We sent Jesus the son of Mary, confirming the Law
that had come before him: We sent him the Gospel: therein was
guidance and light, and confirmation of the Law that had come before
him: a guidance and an admonition to those who fear Allah." (AlMa'idah 46)
It is not surprising then that the Prophets and Messengers who
received this Divine Light are themselves described as Light, for it is
with the help of them that the Light of Allah has reached the inhabitants
of the earth; and a mention might be made here of the Prophet
Muhammad "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" about whom
Allah says, addressing the people of Scriptures: "O People of the Book!
there hath come to you Our Messenger, revealing to you much that ye
used to hide in the Book, and passing over much (that is now
unnecessary): There hath come to you from Allah a (new) light and a
perspicuous Book." (Al-Ma'idah 15)
Allah Almighty then is the Light, because He decorates the horizons
with the shining stars and lights, gives light to the souls with the help of
the positive effects of their service (to Him), and brings into life the
hearts with the help of proofs and evidences (indicative of His Existence
and Oneness). Allah Almighty increases the heart of such as faithfully
believes in Him in light upon light: He first supports it with the light of
proof; and then He upgrades it with the light of knowledge and certainty.
Furthermore, Allah Almighty guides such as He likes to the best of
manners, therewith he comes to stick to truth and leave falsehood.
As well as the Light is one of the Characteristics belonging to
Allah Almighty, and since the True Religion on which mankind has
been created belongs to Allah Almighty, it is logical to describe it as
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the Light, which is to prevail over all things in the world, even though
the unbelievers and infidels strive their utmost to extinguish it as
shown in Allah's saying: "Fain would they extinguish Allah's Light
with their mouths, but Allah will not allow but that His Light should
be perfected, even though the Unbelievers may detest (it)." (AtTawbah 32)
How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
The true believer is him, who seeks, as much as is within his capacity,
to enlighten his heart with the light of knowledge and faith, therewith to
get rid of the darkness of error and ignorance. He has to tum to Allah's
Friendship and Protection, with which he becomes happy, for it is Allah,
the Protector of such as believe in Him: He brings them out of darkness
of disbelief into the light of faith; and Satan is the protector of such as
reject Allah: he brings them out of the light of faith into the darkness of
infidelity.
If Allah enlightens the sight of anyone, it becomes incumbent upon
him to do his best to save others from falling into the pitfalls of
ignorance in which he was before Allah's Light delivered him. This is
why the companions of the Messenger of Allah worked hard to make
public the religion of Allah throughout the different parts of the land, in
order to help others get out of darkness of error and disbelief into the
light of faith and right guidance, seeing that it was out of their
responsibility towards religion to do so.
No doubt, Allah Almighty raises up in degrees the faithful believers
whom he brought to life with the help of right guidance and light, as
shown in His saying: "Can he who was dead, to whom We gave life, and
a Light whereby he can walk amongst men, be like him who is in the
depths of darkness, from which he can never come out? Thus to those
without Faith their own deeds seem pleasing." (Al-An'am 122)
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, it is narrated in both
Sahibs and Musnad Ahmad on the authority of lbn Abbas that the
Messenger of Allah used to supplicate Allah during the Night
Supererogatory Prayer as follows: "O Allah! Place light in my heart,
light in my sight, light in my hearing, light on my right, light on my left,
light above me, light below me, light in front of me, light behind me,
light in my sinew, light in my flesh, light in my blood, light in my hair,
light in my skin, and enhance light for me."
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The following supplication transmitted from some righteous men is
relevant in this issue: "O Allah! I ask You, by Your Holy Light, and
Sacred Beauty (and Glory), by Your Glorious Name (An-Nur), and all of
Your Most Beautiful Names, to pour over us from the Bounty of the
Name of Your Nature, which is the Fundament of all Names and Signs,
to help us know ourselves, and guide us with the right guidance, that
gives us access to (approach) You, and leads us to Your Presence: 0
Allah! 0 Allah! 0 Allah! (I further ask You to) tum our faces (and
hearts) from anything else to be besought other than You; to delight us
with the vision of Your Honoured Countenance; to get us work just for
that which You like and are well-pleased with; to save us from (the evil
of) everything we fear: by the right of him, whom You sent as guide to
all of mankind, and who will act as intercessor in the Mustering Place
(on the Day of Judgement), and such as follows the steps of him "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him''."
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(THE GlllDE)
It is one of Allah's Names, which means He Almighty opens the
sights of His servants, in order to make clear to them the way of Him
Almighty, so that they would bear witness to His Lordship; and, at the
same time, He leads everyone to that to which he should be guided as
long as he is alive.
There are many occurrences of that Name; and a mention might be
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made of the following: "And that those on whom knowledge has been
bestowed may learn that the (Qur' an) is the Truth from thy Lord, and
that they may believe therein, and their hearts may be made humbly
(open) to it: for verily Allah is the Guide of those who believe, to the
Straight Way." (Al-Hajj 54) "Thus have We made for every prophet an
enemy among the sinners: but enough is thy Lord to guide and to he1p."
(Al-Furqan 31)
But, the verb form related to it comes so many times in the Qur'an.
He Almighty says in the Opening Surah: "Guide us to the straight way!"
(6) He further says: "and we appointed the Qiblah to which thou wast
used, only to test those who followed the Messenger from those who
would tum on their heels (from the Faith). Indeed it was (a change)
momentous, except to those guided by Allah." (Al-Baqarah 143) "Allah
by His Grace guided the Believers to the Truth, concerning that wherein
they differed. For Allah guides whom He wi11 to a path that is straight."
(213) "For We assuredly sent amongst every People a Messenger, (with
the Command), "Serve Allah, and eschew Evi1": of the people were
some whom Allah guided, and some on whom Error became inevitably
(established). So travel through the earth, and see what was the end of
those who denied (the Truth)." (An-Nahl 36) "Say: "With Allah is the
argument that reaches home: if it had been His Will, He could indeed
have guided you all."" (Al-An'am 149) "he whom Allah guides is rightly
guided; but he whom Allah leaves to stray; for him wilt thou find no
protector to lead him to the Right Way." (Al-Kahf 17)
According to some knowledgeab1e men, "Al-Hadi" (the Guide) is
He, Who leads His servants to be well-acquainted with His Existence on
the one hand, and His Oneness and Uniqueness on the other hand,
through whatever Clear Signs and Evidences in the universe He makes
them witness, which points out His Lordship and Godhead. He further
guides His creatures to that upon which their lives are based in this
world, and that with which they would be delivered from the punishment
and torment of A1lah in the hereafter.
As wen as Allah has guided mankind to the truth, He also made clear
to them the best way therewith to know the right path of good, as distinct
from that of evil, i.e. that He Almighty has given mankind the criteria of
judgement between truth and falsehood: "Have We not made for him a
pair of eyes? And a tongue, and a pair of lips? And shown him the two
highways?" (Al-Balad 8: 10)
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This guidance does not apply only to mankind: it includes also all of
Allah's creatures. He has inspired to each of them the way of life, most
fitting for it; and the case of the bees is typical in this respect: "And thy
Lord taught the Bee to build its cells in hills, on trees, and in (men's)
habitations; Then to eat of all the produce (of the earth), and find with
skill the spacious paths of its Lord: there issues from within their bodies
a drink of varying colours, wherein is healing for men: verily in this is a
Sign for those who give thought." (An-Nahl 68:69)
Allah Almighty guides the babe, at the first moment of his birth, to
seek the breast of his mother, in order to have suck, as well as to raise up
his hand, in one of the defensive mechanisms used to protect himself. He
Almighty guides the female bird to embrace its egg until it breaks so that
a new-born one might come out. He guides the animal to seek in the
earth, in search for its food and shelter, the insect to the ditch in which it
might hide itself in flight from what is harmful. He further guides the
male from each species to be attracted by the female, as well as the
female to be inclined to the male, in order to keep the survival of such a
type of animals or birds.
In comment on Allah's Statement: "Our Lord is He Who has given to
each (created) thing its form and nature, and further, has given (it)
guidance." (Ta Ha 50) the scholars say: Allah is He Who has created all
things, and then has given everything created by Him whatever
character, nature, stature, and features which suit it most: He Almighty
has never given any type of creatures what has been given to another
type. According to some commentators, this is similar to Allah's saying:
"Who hath created, and further, given order and proportion; Who hath
ordained laws. And granted guidance." (Al-A'la 2:3) this suggests that
He has decreed everything pertaining to sustenance, deeds, acts and the
like of that, which all of His creatures follow in due proportion, and
never could they deviate from, nor come out of it.
"Al-Hadi" (the Guide) is He, Who leads the righteous chosen ones
from His servants to the wisdom and knowledge, in the same way as He
guides the sinful from amongst His servants to tum to Him in
repentance, so that He would tum to them in mercy and forgiveness:
Glory be to Him, Who always guides each one to what is most
convenient to him in the world and the hereafter. He guides all the
animals to do what is beneficial for them, and refrain from what is
harmful to them, with the help of such inclinations and dispositions as
He placed in them.
"Al-Hadi" (the Guide) is also the One Who makes easy for His
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creatures the way of the truth, on the light of the laws He stipulated in
the true Religion other than which He never accepts. That might be by
setting up the Clear Signs and Proofs which point to this fact; or through
planting guidance in the hearts of such of His servants as He pleases, and
in this way guidance takes the concept of knowledge as shown in His
saying: " But Allah doth call to the Home of Peace: He doth guide whom
He pleaseth to a Way that is straight." (Yunus 25)
How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
Allah's Name "Al·Hadi" (the Guide) stimulates us to reflect the
various aspects of Allah's Creation, indicative of His inimitable
matchless Power, which increases our faith in Hirn, with the result that
we would never tum but to Him, nor would we put our trust but in Him,
nor would we take shelter but to Him.
Allah Almighty invites us to seek guidance to Him from the
knowledge; and knowledge becomes of no effect unless it leads to
certainty of faith in the Only Creator, the Only God, the Only Allah,
Who Alone has the right to be worshipped. Since the scholars and
scientists, from amongst the non-Muslims have been led, throughout
their scientific researches and studies of many things in the outside
universe, as well as inside the bodies, to have faith in the fact that the
whole universe should belong in the end to one God, Who has created it
with no partner to be joined to Him in this matter: then, it is more fitting
for the Muslims to follow that way, in their journey to the knowledge of
Allah Almighty, putting in consideration Allah's saying:
" Behold! In the creation of the heavens and the earth; in the
alternation of the Night and the Day; in the sailing of the ships through
the Ocean for the profit of mankind; in the rain which Allah sends down
from the skies, and the life which He gives therewith to an earth that is
dead; in the beasts of all kinds that He scatters through the earth; in the
change of the winds and the clouds which they trail like their slaves
between the sky and the earth, (here) indeed are Signs for a people that
are wise." (Al-Baqarah 164) "Do they see nothing in the government of
the heavens and the earth and all that Allah hath created? (Do they not
see) that it may well be that their term is nigh drawing to an end? In what
Message after this will they then believe?" (Al-A'raf 185) " Soon will
We show them Our Signs in the (furthest) regions (of the earth), and in
their own souls, until it becomes manifest to them that this is the Truth.
Is it not enough that thy Lord doth witness all things?" (Fussilat 53)
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Besides the disposition and nature, Allah Almighty has granted
mankind a valuable trust, and ordered him to use in the knowledge of his
right path in the life, i.e. the mind, with which man has been given
superiority to a greater portion of Allah's creatures. Thus, it is incumbent
upon man to be guided aright to the way of His Creator, Whom he
should give thanks for all of His Favours, in order that he would become
fitting for the honour conferred upon him by Allah as He says: " We
have honoured the sons of Adam; provided them with transport on land
and sea; given them for sustenance things good and pure; and conferred
on them special favours, above a great part of Our Creation." (Al-Isra
70)
Based upon that, such as is granted the right guidance by Allah
Almighty is required to work hard in order to convey the guidance to the
others, as much as he could, even though the guidance is in the Hand of
Allah Alone, and none has the power to guide such as Allah intends to
leave him to stray, nor could one have power to lead such as Allah
intends to guide to the right way. But all we have to do is to strive our
utmost, and the success in the end depends upon Allah Almighty, Who
shows us the best ways we should follow in this issue: Invite (all) to
the Way of thy Lord with wisdom and beautiful preaching; and argue
with them in ways that are best and most gracious: for thy Lord knoweth
best, who have strayed from His Path, and who receive guidance. (AnN ahl 125)
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, whoever remembers it
often following every obligatory prayer, will be supplied with a great
provision of guidance and light in his heart; and whoever is put to
confusion pertaining to something, will be led by Allah to the best choice
and deed.
It is narrated that the Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace
be upon him" instructed some of his companions to supplicate Allah with
the following supplication: "O Allah! I seek Your Guidance to the best
and the most rightly-guided of my affairs; and (I beseech You to)
increase me in knowledge that would be of good profit to me."
11
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The following supplication is important: "O Allah! Guide me to Your
Light (of Truth); give me out of Your Bounty; and save me from
everyone that is enemy to You, and from everything that might divert me
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from You; and grant me a tongue that never wearies of celebrating Your
Praises, a heart that hearkens to the truth from You, a soul that is
honoured by having a vision of You, and a secret therewith I become
well-versed in the reality of Your Nearness. 0 Allah! As well as You
have created me (from nothing), guide me (to the truth and certainty of
faith); and as well as You cause me to die, bring me to life once again;
and endow me with knowledge that is fitting for Your Good Pleasure,
and wisdom that is fitting for Your Commandments; and grant me a
tongue of truth among Your servants, and make me one of the heirs of
Your Garden."

AL-BADEE'

-~h~t\
~'

(THE WRD OF THE PRIMAL SOURCE OF CREATION)
It is well-established that Allah Almighty is the First Creator of all
things, which He brought from nonbeing into being, with no previous
example for Him to imitate. In this way, the fundamental source of
creation and invention belongs to Him Alone, with none to share that
with Him.
This Name occurs many times in the Qur'an, as shown, for instance,
in Allah's saying: "To Him is due the primal origin of the heavens and
the earth: when He decreeth a matter, He saith to it: "Be," and it is." (AlBaqarah 117) "To Him is due the primal origin of the heavens and the
earth: how can He have a son when He hath no consort? He created all
things, and He hath full knowledge of all things." (Al-An'am 101)
He Almighty created them matchlessly and with no earlier example to
follow, according to Mujahid and As-Suddi. However, the real creator is
the one, who brings to existence anything (for the first time), the like of
which none before him has ever created or caused to exist. For this
reason, anyone who invents something in the religion which none before
him has ever done might be called innovatively creator, and this .applies
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to anyone who creates a speech or a deed, to which none has ever preceded
him.
Ibo Jarir said: Based upon that, the meaning then is that Glorified and
Exalted be Allah Almighty from having a son, since the dominion of
both the heavens and earth is to Him, and everything in them prove to be
clear signs of His Uniqueness and Oneness, affirming their obedience
and submission to Him, and He is their Creator and Evolver, Who
brought all of them to existence with no earlier match or example to
follow.
The characteristic of creation (in the sense of making or composing a
thing; and one should observe the difference here between human
creation and being the Lord of the Primal Source of Creation, which
none barring Allah has the right to claim) might be given to such of men
as makes a thing with no previous similitude to copy, in such a way that
none else has ever done before; or such as is perfect in his art and does
well its decoration and finishing. On the other hand, the. thing itself
might be given this characteristic if it is new, which none has ever
known or seen before.
According to the concept of Al-Ghazali, "Al-Badee"' is He, Who has
no example to imitate, pertaining to His Characteristics, Acts, Deeds,
Nature, and Creation. For this reason, He is the Absolute Lord of the
Primal Source not only of creation, but also of all things in the worlds.
This Name is not fitting but for the Majesty of Allah Almighty, for there
is nothing to come to being before Him, and thus act as example for Him
to imitate "Deemed be Allah far above imitation"; and how different
imitation is from creation: on the contrary, all things came after Him,
and their existence is caused by Him.
How does one acquire the good manners of that Name
Once man considers with scrutiny how perfect the creation of Allah
is, he comes to increase in faith in His Great and Absolute Power and
Glory; and this leads him directly to be sure of the Oneness of Allah
Almighty, Who has no partner in His Making.
On the other hand, if one is endued with a talent of creation and
invention, he should use it in what pleases Allah, and guides people to
the right way of Allah Almighty. Men of art might use their artistic
profession in the service of their religion; and the example of the
Islamic poetry is typical in this respect: take for instance such poets as
Hassan lbn Thabit, Ka'b Ibn Malik and Abdullah Ibn Rawahah, who
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succeeded to employ their literary talent for the interest and benefit of
their religion. When they embraced Islam. they went on composing
their poems in defense of faith and its Messenger; and this is why such
kind of poetry is excluded from the strong criticism given by Allah to
the poets who follow with their poems and poetic compositions their
own desires and lusts, and thus are followed only by the straying ones
who live in error: "And the Poets, it is those straying in Evil, who
follow them; Seest thou not that they wander distractedly in every
valley? And that they say what they practice not? Except those who
believe, work righteousness, engage much in the remembrance of
Allah, and defend themselves only after they are unjustly attacked. And
soon will the unjust assailants know what vicissitudes their affairs will
take!" (Ash-Shu'ara 224:227)
It is remarkable that this criticism applies not only to poetry, but also
to all fine arts, except such as adhere to the specific conditions stipulated
in the Holy Text quoted above.
The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
used to admire the good words and statements of both poetry and prose,
and he used to appreciate their composers. He bore testimony that from
amongst the statements of prose, there are such as have the effect of
magic; and from amongst the poetic verses, there are such as contain a
portion of wisdom and sound judgements.
It is narrated by Al-Bukhari on the authority of Hassan and Abu
Hurairah that The Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him"
said: "O Hassan! Reply on behalf of Allah's Apostle. 0 Allah! Help him
with the Holy Spirit."
It is further narrated on the authority of Al-Bara that The Prophet
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said to Hassan: "Lampoon
them (the pagans) in poetry, and Gabriel (the Holy Spirit) is with you."
As to the celebration of Allah in the shade of that Name, it is said
that whoever recites it regularly will be inspired wisdom to be manifest
on his tongue, and he further will be endowed with various types of
knowledge.
The following supplication is mentioned in this respect: "O (Allah)
the One of great onslaught, the Compeller, the Irresistible, the All-Wise:
we seek refuge with You from the mischief of what You have created;
and we seek refuge with You from the darkness and tightness of the
grave; and we seek refuge with You from the snare of the (wicked)
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souls, pertaining to what You have planned and decreed; and we seek
refuge with You from the evil (effect of the eyes of the) enviers for
whatever Favours and Graces You have conferred (upon such of Your
servants as You please). We ask You the honour and power of this world
as well as the hereafter, just the same as Your Prophet and Messenger
Muhammad "Peace be upon him" asked You for the honour and power
of this world through faith and knowledge, and the honour and power of
the hereafter through meeting and seeing (Your Majesty): You are AllHearing, Ever-Near, Who always respond (to Your righteous servants)."
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A mention might be made also of the following supplication: "O
Allah, to Whom do belongs the primal origin of the heavens and the
earth, the Self-Subsisting, Eternal in both abodes (of the world and the
hereafter), Who have care for all things, Living, Self-Subsisting, Eternal:
0 our God, other than Whom there is no god: draw us to Your Shelter,
and save us from (all deeds that lead to) disobedience. Indeed, You grasp
all things in Vision, and none of Your creatures has power to see You:
pour out on us the best and the finest of good; and turn from us the
greatest as well as the smallest (items of) evil."
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AL-BA QI
(THE EVER-ABID ING)
It is well-established that Allah Alone is the Only One Who endures
everlastingly and eternally, since He was not created from nothing in
order to end to nothing once again, the same as is the case of the whole
creation. He is the Absolute Living, Whose Existence is perpetually
never-ending.
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Although this Name does not come in the Holy Qur'an in the same
form in which it appears, it occurs in the verb form as shown in Allah's
saying: "All that is on earth will perish: But will abide (forever) the Face
of thy Lord, Full of Majesty, Bounty and Honour." (Ar-Rahman 26:27)
He further says: "Allah is Best and Most Abiding." (Ta Ha 73)
This means that whatever is with Allah never perishes, since it is in
His Presence, and gets its eternity from His Bounty, in contrast with
whatever is with anyone of His creatures, which should inevitably
vanish, since it gets its annihilation from him: "What is with you must
vanish: what is with Allah will endure. And We will certainly bestow, on
those who patiently persevere, their reward according to the best of their
actions." (An-Nahl 96) "The (material) things which ye are given are but
the conveniences of this life and the glitter thereof; but that which is with
Allah is better and more enduring." (Al-Qasas 60)
According to the knowledgeable men, the whole creation will
inescapably come to an end, and nothing but Allah Almighty Alone
abides after the annihilation of all things He has created. That's because
His Existence is obligatory by nature, since He is the Causer of
Existence; and thus it is not befitting for His Being to come to an end at
all. This is a fact, in which all the modern scientists have come to
believe, i.e. that the whole universe will necessarily be given to
destruction after a fixed period of time; and it is only the Causer of
Existence Who will abide forever, because indeed there is no beginning
for His Existence so that it should have an end, unlike all the creatures,
whose creation has a beginning, and thus it should have an end.
To be sure, whatsoever long anything created such as the stars or the
planets might last, it should perish in the end; and it is not consonant
with the Majesty of Allah that He should come to an end! the Prophet
Abraham was the first one to grasp this fact, which led him to affirm his
faith in the Lordship and Godhead of Allah, as being One and Only, with
Whom there is no partner. : "So also did We show Abraham the power
and the laws of the heavens and the earth, that he might (with
understanding) have certitude. When the night covered him over, he saw
a star: he said: "This is my Lord." But when it set, he said: "I love not
those that set." When he saw the moon rising in splendour, he said: "This
is my Lord." But when the moon set, he said: "Unless my Lord guides
me, I shall surely be among those who go astray." When he saw the sun
rising in splendour, he said: "This is my Lord; this is the greatest (of
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all)." But when the sun set, he said: "O my people! I am indeed free from
your (guilt) of giving partners to Allah. For me, I have set my face,
firmly and truly, towards Him Who created the heavens and the earth,
and never shall I give partners to Allah."" (Al-An' am 75:79)
How does one get the good manners related to that Name?
The first thing one should learn, based upon the fact that all things
barring Allah will come to an end, and only the Countenance of Allah,
Full of Glory, Majesty and Honour abides forever, is that he should leave
what is perishable and inexhaustible, and rather give preference to what
is more enduring and lasting, i.e. what is with Allah Almighty. In other
words, he has to leave the material benefits which constitute the
splendour of this present life, in the hope for the good things of the
hereafter, which never perish.
Allah Almighty shows how insignificant, trivial and despicable all
aspects of pleasure, delight and luxury of this life are in comparison with
the rewards of the hereafter: the former ones are perishable, exhaustible,
and ending, in comparison with the latter, which are with Allah
Almighty: no doubt, those are much more better, more lasting, neverending, limitless, eternal, and inexhaustible. For this reason, you should
not give preference to what is perishable over what is enduring; and this
is why this reward of the hereafter is assigned to the believers in
particular, because it is those who patiently and constantly refrain from
the pleasures and delights of this present life, and rather put their trust in
Allah Almighty in order to help them persevere and have the power to
fulfill their duty and service (to Allah), and restrain themselves from
what is sinful and unlawful.
One of the most important things , essential to the present life of this
world is that it has the characteristic of deceiving all the people in
general, and those arrogant, supercilious and over-confident ones in
particular, who fundamentally rely upon it, seeing that it is only this life,
beyond which there will be no further life; and thus, they have no faith in
the hereafter, nor in the Meeting (with Allah), nor even in the Day of
Resurrection. Assuredly, this life, whatsoever delights and pleasures it
might have, is but insignificant, contemptible, and not worth mentioning
in comparison with the hereafter.
It is narrated by lbn Jarir on the authority of Abu Hurairah and AlBukhari on the authority of Sahl lbn Sa'd: Allah's Apostle "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" said: "A place in Paradise as small as
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that occupied by the whip of one of you is better than the world and
whatever is on its surface; and a morning's or an evening's journey which
is traveled by a slave (of Allah) in Allah's Cause is better than the world
and whatever is on its surface." Recite, if you so like, Allah's saying:
"And what is the life of this world, but goods and chattels of deception!"
It is narrated by Ahmad and Al-Bukhari on the authority of Abdullah:
The Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: The Garden
is nearer to anyone of you than the leather strap of his shoe, and so is the
(Hell) Fire.
Once the faithful believer affirms his dependence and reliance on
Allah Alone, in derogation of anything else, he comes to live in safety
and security, in confirmation to Allah's saying: "It is those who believe
and confuse not their beliefs with wrong, that are (truly) in security, for
they are on (right) guidance." (Al-An' am 82)
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, it is said that whoever
recites it more often, will be delivered from what8ver harm and distress
that might afflict him. However, the following supplication is relevant:
"Glory be to (Allah) the One and Only! Glory be to (Allah) the Absolute
Eternal! Glory be to (Allah) Who begetteth not, nor is He begotten; And
there is none like unto Him! Glory be to (Allah) the Lord of Kingdom
and Dominion! Glory be to (Allah) the Lord of Power, Honour and
Might! Glory be to (Allah), the Eternal Living, Ever-abiding, Who never
dies!"
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AL-WARITH
(THE INHERITO R)
This is one of Allah's Most Beautiful Names, and Characteristics,
according to which He Almighty will inherit all things He has created in
both the heavens and the earth, and all of what they contain. in other
words, when the whole mankind perish, He Alone abides, and everything
He has given to the people by way of borrowing will then return to His
Dominion.
This Name occurs many times in the Qur'an, as shown in Allah's
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saying: " And verily, it is We Who give life, and Who give death: it is
We Who remain Inheritors (after all else passes away)." (Al-Hijr 23)
"And (remember) Zakariyya, when he cried to his Lord: "O my Lord!
leave me not without offspring, though Thou art the best of inheritors.""
(Al-Anbiya 89) " And how many populations We destroyed, which
exulted in their life (of ease and plenty)! Now those habitations of theirs,
after them, are deserted, all but a (miserable) few! And We are their
heirs!" (Al-Qasas 58)
From amongst the places in which it occurs in the verb form, a
mention might be made of Allah's saying: " It is We Who will inherit the
earth, and all beings thereon: to Us will they all be returned." (Mary 40)
According to some learnt men, "Al-Warith" is He, to Whom all
things whose ownership is claimed by the people will be brought back,
after the annihilation of all the creatures. To be sure, everyone that is
created from nothing should inevitably die and tum to nothing once
again; and everyone dies should be inherited; and since there is none
barring Allah Almighty Who is not created, He Alone will abide forever,
and thus become the Real and Only Inheritor of the whole earth and all
things it contains.
But, there is an essential difference between the human inheritance
of the property and wealth of one another, and Allah's Inheritance of all
things in the end: the human inheritance is to transfer the ownership of
a certain property from one because of death to another, by virtue of
the blood relation between them, according to the laws and rules
stipulated in the religion. But this is not the case when the term is
attributed to Allah Almighty, for there is no transference of ownership,
nor is there any kind of blood relation: it is well-established that the
dominion of all things belongs to Allah Almighty, Who gives such of
His servants as He pleases out of them by way of borrowing, which in
the end should return to the authentic and original Owner: " The Day
whereon they will (all) come forth: not a single thing concerning them
is hidden from Allah. Whose will be the Dominion that Day? That of
Allah, the One, the Irresistible!" (Ghafir 16)
This means that there is none to dispute Allah Almighty over His
Heritage as they do with one another; and that's " for the earth is Allah's,
to give as a heritage to such of His servants as He pleaseth; and the end
is (best) for the righteous." (Al-A'raf 128)
However, the heritage is not confined to both wealth and property, for
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knowledge, wisdom, and even Prophethood might be objects of
inheritance: was Solomon not the heir of David's Prophethood and
knowledge? Consider Allah's saying: " And Solomon was David's heir.
He said: "O ye people! we have been taught the speech of birds, and on
us has been bestowed (a little) of all things: this is indeed Grace manifest
(from Allah.)"" (An-Naml 16)
Furthermore, are the religious scholars and those endued with
knowledge not the real heirs of the Prophets? Have they not been given
for inheritance Allah's Scripture? Recite, if you so like, Allah's saying:
"Then We have given the Book for inheritance to such of Our servants as
We have chosen: but there are among them some who wrong their own
souls; some who follow a middle course; and some who are, by Allah's
leave, foremost in good deeds; that is the highest Grace." (Fatir 32)
On the Day of Judgement, the righteous among Allah's servants will
be made the inheritors of His Garden as shown in His statement about
them: " They will say: "Praise be to Allah, Who has truly fulfilled His
promise to us, and has given us (this) land in heritage: we can dwell in
the Garden as we will: how excellent a reward for those who work
(righteousness)!"" (Az-Zumar 74) It is well-known that in the hereafter,
the place of every unbeliever and infidel he would have occupied in the
Garden had he not rejected faith in Allah and His Messenger, would be
given by way of heritage to one of the faithful believers.
How does one acquire the good manners related to that Name?
Once it becomes well-established that everyone on the surface of
the earth will die and leave whatever property and wealth he might
have to his heirs, and in the end, all will leave theirs to the Real
Owner, to Whom the Dominion of all things belongs, i.e. Allah
Almighty, one then comes to desist from niggardliness and
miserliness, and rather stick to generosity and kindness, as much as is
within his capacity.
Furthermore, he should fear Allah concerning that which He has put
under his disposal and guardianship: he should not be unjustly biased
to anyone of his heirs on the exclusion of the others. The opinion of the
Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" in this
respect is firmly decisive as shown in the correct narration of AlBukhari on the authority of An-Nu'man lbn Bashir: My father gave me
a gift but Amrah Bint Rawahah (my mother) said that she would not
agree to it unless he made Allah's Apostle "Allah's blessing and peace
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be upon him" as a witness to it. So, my father went to Allah's Apostle
"Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" and said: "I have given a gift
to my son from Amrah Bint Rawahah, but she ordered me to make you
as a witness to it, 0 Allah's Apostle!" Allah's Apostle "Allah's blessing
and peace be upon him" asked: "Have you given (itsHke) to everyone
of your sons?" He replied in the negative. Allah's Apostle "Allah's
blessing and peace be upon him" said: "Be afraid of ABah, and be just
to your children." My father then returned and took back his gift."
The best items to be inherited are wisdom and knowledge; and we
said earlier that the real heirs of the Prophets are the religious scholars
and men of knowledge. It is known that the Prophets never left a Dinar
or Dirham, i.e. a property to be inherited; and all that they left to be
given by heritage were knowledge and wisdom.
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, the best supplication
is that of Zakariyya who cried to his Lord saying: "O my Lord! leave me
not without offspring, though Thou art the best of inheritors."" ·
·
The following supplication is relevant: "O my God! You are the
(Only) Heir (of all things in the possession of Your) servants: let Your
Glory rise upon my heart with the Light of Your Name "the Inheritor, the
Ever-Abiding", so that I would see Your Dominion of all (things) and I
would turn to You (in willful obedience). (0 Allah!) make me inherit the
·(reJigious) knowledge (and wisdom) of Your Prophets, and the secrets
and mysteries (You inspired to) such as You have chosen (to be Your
sincere worshippers), and the good things given to the inhabitants of
Your Heaven; and make me the heir of the land of servitude (to You
Alone) within my own soul: You have power over all things."
~ JSJI LS),? 4~1.1.11 o!J;l_,ll ..!.1.-1 ;fa.~
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(THE ONE WHO LEADS TO THE RIGHT WAY)
Since Allah Almighty is the Only One Who has power to lead His
servants to the right path, in accordance with what is most convenient to
each of them, this necessitates that He should be the wisest in all of His
Deeds and Acts, Who is able to dispose of the matters of His creatures
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most properly, and manage all the affairs of His servants to the best of
their interest and benefit.
There is none whose opinion He might seek by way of consultation,
for it is not consonant with the Majesty of the Creator to seek guidance
from His creatures, since guidance is essential to His Nature and
Characteristics: to Him does belong the Primal Source of Guidance, Who
has power to carry out all that He intends.
He is the Only One Who gives guidance to such as He likes, out of His
Bounty and Generosity; and we are required to seek for His Guidance as did
the youth of the Cave, who supplicated Him after they had taken shelter
from their people: "Our Lord! bestow on us mercy from Thyself, and
dispose of our affair for us in the right way!" (Al-Kahf 10)
In this way, He guides whomever He wills, and leaves to stray
whomever He likes; and such as He guides has, indeed, been led to the
right path; and such as He lets stray has, indeed, failed to find his way,
and there is no guide to lead him aright, as confirmed by Allah's saying
in the same Surah: " he whom Allah guides is rightly guided; but he
whom Allah leaves to stray; for him wilt thou find no protector to lead
him to the Right Way. (17)
No doubt, Allah Almighty has shown to the people the right way of
the truth, which they should follow; and He has given them the criterion
of judgement between what is right and what is wrong, therewith they
are able to distinguish the truth from falsehood; and then He left them
free to choose which of both they are going to follow: " Let there be no
compulsion in religion: Truth stands out clear from Error: whoever
rejects Evil and believes in Allah hath grasped the most
trustworthy hand-hold, that never breaks. And Allah heareth and
knoweth all things." (Al-Baqarah 256)
Of a surety, the best way of the right guidance is to have faith in
Allah Almighty, with Whom there is no partner, in response to His
Invitation, in which He assures the right path to such as believes in Him,
follows His Commands and Orders, and refrains from His Restrictions
and what is forbidden: "When My servants ask thee concerning Me,
I am indeed close (to them): I listen to the prayer of every
suppliant when he calleth on Me: let them also, with a will, listen
to My call, and believe in Me: that they may walk in the right
way." (Al-Baqarah 186)
Allah then is the One Who guides His servants not only to what is
right and true, but also to what is most fitting for each of them, in
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accordance with his nature and capacity, for his interest and benefit in
the world and the hereafter.
How does one get the etiquette of that Name?
One becomes rightly-guided in all of his matters if he succeeds to
consider well the consequences of everything he is going to do. Based
upon that, one is required to take from his world a provision (of piety,
righteous deeds, and good acts) to help him in the hereafter; from his
youth a portion to benefit him during his old age; from his health what
profits him during his illness. He also has to hearken to the good counsel
of the sincere advisors; and never did Allah Almighty send the
Messengers and Prophets, and never did He exhort their followers from
amongst the faithful believers but to give good advise to their peoples
therewith to follow the right way of guidance and truth.
As to the celebration of Allah by that Name, Allah Almighty instructs
us to supplicate Him to lead us to the right path, perchance we might receive
guidance, in imitation of the youths of the Cave, who invoked their Lord
saying: "Our Lord! bestow on us mercy from Thyself, and dispose of
our affair for us in the right way!" (Al-Kahf 10)
There is nothing much better and more rewardable and profitable than
the celebration of Allah in general, and in case one is given to forgetfulness
and heedlessness in particular, as He Almighty invites us: "and call thy
Lord to mind when thou forgettest, and say, "I hope that my Lord will
guide me ever closer (even) than this to the right road."" (24)
The following supplication is significant in this respect: "O Allah! We
ask You (to grant us) a tongue which never ceases from celebrating You, a
heart which is blessed by giving thanks (and showing gratitude) to You; and
make it easy for us to tum to You in willful submission and obedience; and
give us (out of Your Bounty and Generosity) that which no eye has ever
seen, no ear has ever heard of, and no mind has ever thought of, as Your
Messenger Muhammad _told, according to what You instructed him by Your
Knowledge; and make us independent (from others) even with no certain
cause: You are Free of all wants; and we are in need of You."
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(THE MOST PATIENT)
"As-Sabur" is He, Who never makes haste to punish the disobedient
among His servants: on the contrary, He always gives them respite again
and again, and keeps patient on them, perchance they might desist from
their mischief and rather turn to Him in repentance. In this way, it is
close in meaning to "Al-'Haleem" (the Most Forbearing), with the
difference that in case of "As-Sabur" (the Most Patient), the sinful is less
secure against the punishment than he is in case of "Al-'Haleem" (the
Most Forbearing).
But, to give respite to the sinful again and again does not mean that
Allah Almighty is heedless of all that he does: on the contrary, He keeps
account of what he commits, for when it is time to punish him, i.e. when
it is sure he will never turn to Allah in repentance, He Almighty seizes
him with severe punishment, from which he will have no way to flee.
"As-Sabur" in the definition of some men of knowledge is He, Who
always inspires patience to such of His servants as He pleases, therewith
they have the power to persevere against whatever harm and evil they
might receive from others. At the same time, He keeps patient against
what is committed by His servants, which He dislikes: Glory be to Him,
the more one turns away from Him in disobedience, the more He turns to
him in forgiveness and kindness.
It is narrated by Al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu Musa: The
Prophet "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" said: "None is more
patient against a harmful saying, heard from people, than Allah. They
ascribe children to Him, yet He gives them health and livelihood."
According to the understanding of Al-Ghazali, "As-Sabur" is He,
Whose Anger is never provoked by whatever is committed or done by
anyone of His servants, nor is He hasty to punish the sinful of them in
quick response to his disobedience. In other words, He is neither too
hasty to do the punishment before it is due, nor is He too slow to defer it
until it becomes of no effect. He does everything as it should be, just in
its proper time, with no difficulty.
This is the difference between the patience when it is attributed to
Allah Almighty, and the patience when it is attributed to man: as regards
Allah, He suffers no difficulty in showing patience. As to man, he
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affairs." (Luqman 17) He further says: " but give glad tidings to those
who patiently persevere. Who say, when afflicted with calamity: "To
Allah we belong, and to Him is our return" They are those on whom
(descend) blessings from their Lord, and Mercy, and they are the ones
that receive guidance." (Al-Baqarah 155: 157)
No doubt, those who patiently persevere will have their reward in
great abundance, without measure, for patience is in value equal to half
the faith, according to the Messenger of AJlah "AJlah's blessing and
peace be upon him".
It is narrated that the Messenger of AJlah "Allah's blessing and peace
be upon him" said: "There are three (things) therewith one wiIJ have his
desires fulfiJled in the world and the hereafter: to keep patient against
whatever trial (to which one is put), to be weU-pleased with the Fate
(resulting from Allah's) Judgement, and to invoke (AJlah not only at the
times of adversity, but also) at the times of prosperity."
As to the celebratio n of Allah by that Name, AIJah Almighty
instructs us in the Qur'an to supplicate Him saying: "our Lord! pour out
on us patience and constancy, and take our souls unto Thee as Muslims
(who bow to Thy Will)!" (Al-A'raf 126)
It is good to supplicate AJlah as follows: "O Allah! Make us wellpleased with Your Judgement; give us constant patience against
whatever trials to which You put us; and grant us power to be grateful to
Your Gifts (You've bestowed upon us)."
.<<.!ill-; fa ~jJtJ .!ls~ Js- L;;..,J -.!ls~ 6~ ~p)
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"O Allah, Remover of distress, Reliever of (the causes of) grief, Who
respond to the invocation of such as afflicted with calamity, Most
Gracious, Most Merciful in both the world and the hereafter: You are the
Most Merciful! Bestow mercy upon me therewith I become not in need
of the mercy of anyone else other than You; and Allah's blessing and
peace be upon Muhammad, his family and companions."
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